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Hasina holds
talks with
Hashimoto

today

TOKYO, July 1: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina arrived here
this morning to begin a six-day
official visit to Japan with the
objective of fosteri closer
economic cooperation
the two Asian countries, reports
BSS.

Sheikh Hasina is pa the
visit at tl';lmvitauun R;rl:f
J me Minister, -
taro Hashimoto,

The two prime ministers
will hold discussion here to-
morrow at the residence of -
taro Hashimoto to review rela-
tions between the two countries.

They are also ted to
discuss regional interna-
tional issues to common inter-
est.

The Prime Minister will
have an audience with the em-
peror of Ja tomorrow.

Sheikh Hasina will also de-
liver a key-note address at the
opening session of the Invest-

See Page 12 Col 3

Train service to
Sylhet restored, BR
toclaim Tk 3 cr

compensation

By Staff Correspondent

Ba:_}iladcsh Railway may
claim Tk 3 crore as compensa-
tion from Occidental for dam-
and losses caused by fire at
Magurchhara dril cite,
according to high officials of
the Railway.

An amount of Tk 1.5 crore
may be claimed as the cost for
resto the d rail line
and another Tk 1.5 crore as op-
erational loss. Sylhet rail
communication with Dhaka

and Chit ng was stopped on
June 14 Mth: incident.
Meanwhile, BR restored

train communication between
Sylhet and other parts of the
country yesterday after a two-
day trial run on the rebuilt rail
track gt]l;.! i hgra.

A et-boun ssenger
train (336 up) left aura yes-
terday and crossed Magurch-
hara at 10.30 am. Two lo-
cal trains were also operated,

the officials added
i, S ‘c
the

""ex%f

and cross Magurchhara at 8 in

Our staff correspondent
from Sylhet reported that two

See Page 12 Col |

Eid-e-Miladunnabi
July 18 likely

The government has taken

up a month- amme to
observe the holy Eid-e-Mi-
ladunnabi, UNB.

The day will be observed on

July 18 on the basis of sighting
moon.

The decision was taken at a
high-level inter-ministerial
meeting in the city yesterda
with State Minister for Reli-
Fbun Affairs Maulana Nurul Is-
am

in the chair.
The 8 include is-
suance of by President

and I-}rlmc Minin}lcr and hoist-
ing ol national flag ato -
e:r:rguncnt and private hull:plig
Seerat mahfil and discus-
sion on the life and work of
Prophet Hazrat Mohammad
(SM) will be held at the thana
and district headquarters and
at all educational institutions.
BTV and Bangladesh Betar
will air special programmes,

and newspapers will out
uupl:ﬂmmth::rl the nocunign

HSC practical

exams on July 12
By Staff Corespondent
mﬁicmﬁ‘my 3, will
now be held on July 12, accord-
% to mm:s at the Ministry of

uca

Talking to The Daily Star
the controller of examination
of the Dhaka Board confirmed
the change in the examination

TRIPS agreement

Implications on
intellectual property
law and administration
Page 5
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" Tk 882 cr USAID project

Investment protection,

ASHAR 18 1404 BS.

loan agreements
with Tokyo signed

TOKYO, July 1. Bangladesh
and Japan today signed an
agreement here on the protec-
tion and promotion of invest-
ment with a view to facilitating
more Japanese investment in

and also increasing
the confidence of the investors,
reports BSS,

Under three other agree-
ments today, Bangladesh
will receive loans amounting to
15.25 billion yen (about Taka
525 crore).

The agreement on invest-
ment protection was si
Rashed Ahmed. Banglades
Ambassador to Japan and
Yoshikazu Kaneko, Japanese
Ambassador in Dhaka on be-
half of their respective govern-

ments.

Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
State Minister for Foreign H—
fairs and Masahiko Komura,

Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs of Japan were present at
the ing ceremony.

Later they held bilateral
talks for about an hour.on mat-
ters of mutual interest includ-
ing the promotion of trade and
business between Bangladesh

1B.nd Japan.

External Relations Division
Secretary, Dr AKM Mashiur
Rahman and President of
OECF, Akira Nishi . signed
the loan agreements on behalf
of their respective sides.

Sarwar Kamal, economic
minister, Bangladesh Embassy

in Japan and Kubota, Vice Pres-
ident of OECF, were also present
on the occasion.

The Overseas Economic Co-
operation Fund of Ja'pan (OECF)
will provide 6.21 billion yen for
the construction of the Jamuna
Bridge access road project, un-
der which Joydevpur-Tangail
portion of the road will be con-
structed.

This is for the first time in
two years that the Japanese
government has given loan in

The objective of the loan
agreement is to optimise the
utilisation of the Jamuna Bri-
dge by strengthening the eas-
tern main access road section.

See Page 12 Col 3

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited Meiji Jingu shrine in Tokyo yesterday. — PID photo

for mother, child care

By Govinda Shil

The United States Agency for

International Development
(USAID) will finance a 882

. crore health project providing

‘one stop' service to improve the
health of mothers and children
in Bangladesh.

According to a USAID re-
port, the eight-year project fo-
Cuses on pro immunisation,
reduction of high maternal and
infant mnrta]itly rate and fam-
ily planninﬁr. t will also ad-
dress the HIV/AIDS problem.

The government along with
NGOs will implement the pro-
Ject, starting this month.

Bangladesh has the highest
maternal mortality rate in the
world — approximately 4.5 per
thousand live births. A vast
majority of deliveries take

at home without the assis-
of medically trained per-
sonnel.

The USAID report titled 'Na-
tional Integrated Population
and Health Programme' says

h has achieved sub-
stantial success in lowering
fertility rate from over seven
births per woman in 1974 to
approximately 3.3 in 1996-97.
But it is yet to combat child
mortality effectively, caused by

World number nand top seed Martina Hingis in action

dehydration, pneumonia and
other acute respiratory infec-
tions.

The report says only about
25 per cent of children with
acute respiratory infections are
taken to a healthcare provider.
About 75 cent of pregnant
women still do not receive ante
natal care. This strongly indi-
cates mothers need access to
‘customer service centres' which
provide all health needs.

“The maintenance of sepa-
rate, parallel family planning
and health system is extremely
expensive.” it noted.

USAID Mission Director in
Bangladesh Richard M Brown.
when contacted, said "customer
oriented services prove to be
most effective and sustainable.”

Decline in birth rate is due to
increased contraceptive use,
from 3 per cent in 1971 to 49
cent in 1996-97, revealed the
report.

in the late 1980s, infant
mortality began to drop from
over | thousand to under
82 1 97. Mortality under
five ased by almost 30 per
cent du this to 116

deaths per 1,000 live births.
See Page 12 Col 7
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against Belgium's Sabine Appelmanns during their ladies
singles fourth round match at the Wimbledon Tennis

Championships yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Post-polls violence
in Manikganj: 25
hurt, shops looted

MANIKGANJ, July 1: Some
25 people were injured in post-
election violence in Manik-
ganj-3 constituency where
npruaitinn BNP retained its
hold in Monday's byelection,
reports UNB.

Local people said sporadic
clashes, attacks, ransacking
and looting of shops occurred in
different areas of the district
towr.

At least four clashes took
place between the activists of
Awami League and BNP when
ubilant NP supporters

rought out processions follow-
ing their by-election victory.

Outraged rivals were re-

ed to have damaged and
ooted shops at Mitra, Nabo-

1 gram, Saturia and district

sadar.

Some traders whose shops
were ransacked have filed
cases.

Condemning the post-poll
violence BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan yester-
day said it was unleashed by
“terrorist” of the ruling Awami

See Page 12 Col 7

Make hartal

a success: BNP

Opposition BNP and its front
organisations brought out a se-
ries of processions in the city
and across the country yester-
day in support of Thursday's
hartal, reports UNB.

A BNP press release said the
party brought out processions
in Lalbag., Dhanmondi, Sutra-
pur, Demra, Pallobi, Sabuj
and Gulshan thana areas an
held rallies.

The rallies called upon the
people to observe the hartal
peacefully and make it a suc-
Cess.

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan the people to ob-
serve ha to protest against
the "anti-people” budget.

Addressing the leaders and
workers of BNP and its front
n}'ﬁﬂﬂlﬂ&tlﬂna at party central
office, he said the budget that
has been passed by virtue of ma-
jority is totally against the in-
terest of the country, its devel-
opment and investment.

This budget will make the

country dependent on others, he
See Page 12 Col 3
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Manikgan; by—elect_ion_
We respect people's
verdict: PM

From M Anwarul Haq

TOKYO, July 1: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina has said her
government believes in the
conduct of free and fair polls for
strengthening the democratic
process and for economic
growth and stahilig‘

Talking to The a;lﬁ Star at
the New Otani Hotel after a re-
ception accorded to her by the
local Bangladesh community,
she expressed satisfaction at
the conduct of the just con-
cluded Manikganj by-polls.

"Our government is eager to
strengthen democracy. We are
ecager to see that fair and free
elections are held which 1 sin-
cerely believe is required to pre-
serve an institutionalised
democracy."”

Asked to comment on the re-
sult of the by-polls in which the
ruling party candidate lost to
the opposition BNP candidate,

the Prime Minister said: "We
will respect the verdict of the
people. We will not say that the
polls have been rigged just be-
cause our party candidate lost.
Of course our party would have
its own observations."”

She said, “"We believe in the
independent functioning of the
Election Commission. [t is an
independent body. There is no
government interference what-
soever. The polls results defi-
nitely shows that."”

Sheikh Hasina said, "We are
determined not to repeat a
Magura type situation which
haggfned uring BNP's time."

e Prime Minister said; "I
do not see why, after the con-
duct of free and fair elections
and accepting many of the sug-

estions made by the opposition
NP during the passage of the
See Page 12 Col 3

"adjoinin

| infiltrator Rohin

The results of Degree (Pass)
and Certificate Course exami-
nation '96 under National Uni-
;ﬂrsity were published yester-

ay, report agencies.

According to the result book
released in the d&mtﬂda}r.
42.79 per cent students
in the BA (pass) examination,
46.28 per cent in BCom (pass)
exams and 42 per cent in BSS
(pass) exams while 44.50 per
cent of the candidates came out
successful in BSc (pass) exams.

In B Music (pass) examina-
tion, the percentage of pass is
38.89.

Ammhg the BA ) success-
ful candidates., 163 students
obtained first division, 23,772

got second division and 27,146
secured third division.

M Sirajul Islam (roll-Sylhet
P443) topped the merit list with
696 marks, followed by M Nurul
Alam (roll-Bogra P7422) with
682 marks while M Abul Hasan
(roll-Pancha P81195) having
670 marks obtained third posi-
tion. All the three were private

Degree exam results
announced

candidates.

In BCom (pass) examination,
12 candidates got first division,
4,489 second division and 6,154
third division.

Rehana Akhter (roll-Chitta
180361) of Government Com-

merce College, Chittagong,
stood first securing 631 marks
while Md Gias Uddin (roll-

Dhaka 189510) of Dhaka City
College secured second position
with 629 marks and Md Tajul
Islam (roll-Dhaka 189640} of
the same college stood third
having 628 marks.

In the BSS (pass) examina-
tion, seven students got first

division, 6,642 students ob- -

tained second division and
10,687 got third division.

A private examinee M Nu-
ruddin (roll-Dhaka P151343)
tu:ﬂ)ed the merit list securing
6 marks, while Mahbub
Hasan {roll-Comilla 131164) of
Comilla Victoria College, and
Md Sakhawat Hossain (roll-
Laksham 132486) of Nawab

See Page 12 Col B

Removal gf
Yusuf Ali
as RU VC

upheld
By SC Correspondent

The High Court justified the
removal of Dr Md Yusuf Ali
from the office of the Vice-
Chancellor of Rajshahi Univer-
sity by discharging the rule is-
sued upon his writ petition.

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Md Moza-
mmel Haque and Justice Md

Hassan Ameen terday gave

the verdict on the writ tion
filed by Dr Md Yusuf chal-
lenging his removal.

e President of the Republic

as the Chancellor of Rajshahi
University an order dated
February 16, 1997 issued as per
the provisions of section 16 of
the General Classes Act gave
relief to Dr Md Yusuf Ali from
his office of the Vice-
Chancellor, Rajshahi Univer-
dtyand&nvzcharg:nfﬂww:tn
the Pro VC.

The same bench of the HC
upon the writ petition on
Febru 19 issued a rule nisi
on the Chancellor of Rajshahi
University, Secretary, Minist
of Education, Prof Dr Abdu
Khalek, Pro-VC, Registrar of the

See Page 12 Col 2

Women's tennis
treated as

soft porn!

LONDON, July 1: The British
government Sunday attacked
coverage of women's tennis at
this year's Wimbledon champi-
onships as sexist and like soft
porn, reports Reuter.

Sports Minister Tony Banks
called on journalists and pho-
tographers to "concentrate
more on women's tennis abili-
ties rather than their under-
wear and figures.”

‘It is appalling the way so
much of women's tennis is
treated like soft porn,” he said.

His comments came halfway

a Wimbledon fortnight
which has seen an even sharper
focus than usual in the British
press on womern tennis players’
underwear and bodies.

There have been stories
about cellulite afflicting the top
women's seeds Monica Seles
and Martina Hingis, with close
up photography highlighting
the all problem.

It prompted Hingis to wear
longer knickers in her second
round match.

One paper, the Daily Mail,
has run a two-page s en-
tirely filled with photographs
of women players' underwear.

"We have read nothing so far
See Page 12 Col 7

BEWJING, July 1: Chinese
Premier Li called the han-
dover of Hong a great tri-
umph today and ur Taiwan
to follow its example and re-
unify with the motherland, re-

es.

In an address at Beijing's
Great Hall of the . le to mark
the July 1 return o Kong,
Li tuldh; 000 ﬂ!lﬂnbicdmgutltl
that Hong Kong was a blueprint
for Taiwan.

“This is an important mile-
stone for the complete reunifi-
cation of the motherland,” he
said.

“The one count
tems R;incipl: wil
Hungld ng and Macau and it
should also work for Taiwan,”
he added.

Chhll'[.;} has pledged to ailluw
Hong to operate alon
C!]Jﬂﬂlillr;ﬁlﬂ for the next 55
years under the principle of one
country, two systems.

Taiwan stressed continued
ties with Hong Kong today and
again rejected Beijing's desire to
reunify with this island under
the H system.

‘At the least, Taiwan and
Hong Kong should be able to

, two sys-
work for

L. renews call for reunification

HK a blueprint for Taiwan

maintain their current level of
relations, and we hope they will
be able to improve and grow
closer,’ said Chang King-yu, di-
rector general of the Mainland
Affairs Council.

Interference by China would
hurt the interests of all three,
Chang said.

The Chinese and Taiwanese

rmments are ‘equal politi-
cal entities,' and long-term sep-
aration between the sides can-
not be equated with Hong Kong's
status as a British colony,
Chang said.

The Hong Kong model not
only can't be applied to Taiwan
for objective reasons, it also

oes against the aspirations of
aiwan's 21.5 million people,

he added.

Taipei said today it was
banning military and police
visits to Hong Kong now that
the territory is part of commu-
nist China.

Soldiers and police cannot
make sightseeing or other plea-
sure visits to Hong Kong due to
security concerns, tho ex-
emptions can be made to visit
ailing kin or attend funerals, a

Defence Ministry spokesman

i
=

said.

'It's a matter of national se-
curity.’ the spokesman said,

'Since Hnﬁf Kong has re-
verted to mainland sovereignty,
we feel it's necessary to apply
the same regulations governing
mainland visits to Hong Kong,'
he said.

Meanwhile, starting briskly,
Hong Kong launched its new life
as part of China today with
pageantry and purpose, inaugu-
rating a new leader, a new legis-
lature, even a brand-new sym-
phony of its very own.

China's beaming president
immediately vowed to respect
the autonomy of the freshly

See Page 12 Col 4
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Border tightened
to stop influx
of Rohingyas

From Staff Corespondent

CHITTAGONG, July 1: Secu-
rity has been beefed up with
special patrolling along the
border with Myanmar and the
areas in Teknaf and
Ukhia thanas of Cox's Bazar
district to prevent fresh influx
of Rohingyas, sources con-
cerned said.

BDR teams started the spe-
cial patrolling at the hills and
bordering villages in Teknaf
and nearby areas to find out
any infiltrators from Myan-
mar.

BDR sources said their spe-
cial patrol teams aided b pu?e
recently dismantled 45 huts of
a refugees in
Kutupalong and Noapara hill
areas in U and pushed bar.i
316 Rohingyas,

The strength of BDR at every
border outposts was also in-
creased to 40 from 10 to keep
more vigil on any infiltration
from Myanmar.

In the past two months, BDR

See Page 12 Col 8

SLR recovered
from city house

Police recovered a Self-
Loaded Rifle (SLR) from a house
at Dhania Paterbagh in the city
on Monday night, reports UNB.

On the basis of statement of
Sanaullah and Jahangir
Sikder, who were arrested ear-
lier and now on remand, a team
of detective branch raided the
house and found the sophisti-
cated weapon with three ets.

DB officials said this auto-
matic rifle can kill at a range of
500 yards.

Sanaullah and seven of his
accomplices were arrested dur-
ing an operation on Sunday.
The DB team also recovered five
firearmms and 21 round bullets.

The arrested persons except
one were bruutht on police re-
mand on Monday for four days.

They are now being interro-
gated under DB cus ;
Meanwhile, DB Epersunnel

also arrested Dilu, a "notorious
terrorist” of Sutrapur, from
Pagla in Narayanganj on Mon-
day night. He was wanted in 16
cases, including murder
charges.

Arms, explosives

recovered
in Bhola

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 1: Some arms
and ammunition were found by
a fisherman near Patarchar on
Saturday.

According to police, a fish-
ermaip ﬂi::l Ilieglla of Ehu:]n dis-
trict found a plastic oating
on the Meghna riverﬂﬁrhl:n he
was fishing there.

He took the mysterious bag
to Daulatkhan where one doc-
tor opened the bag which sud-
denly exploded. The doctor was
injured.

Later, police took the ba
which contained a signa
rocket, and some losives.

On these iterns made in Ger-
many was written.

en contacted, Nurul Alam
Chowdhury, DIG, Barisal
Range, told this correspondent
that police were trying to un-
earth the mystery.

WB suggests changes

in MLLC Act

By Mizan Ali

The World Bank has sug-
some amendments to

ney Loan Court Act saying
the High Court should try
money loan cases involving
over Tk one crore and the lower
courts from Tk one lakh to Tk
one crore. according to official
sources.

The amendments, made un-
der gl:nﬁfgd Bank's Commer-
cial Restructuring Pro-
ject have been suggested to ex-
pedite loan recovery and to
make the Money Loan Court Act
more effective.

Bankruptcy Act '97
to be effective
from Aug 1

The Bankruptcy Act-1997

will come into E:rcc from Au-

ust one, official sources told
terday.

e sources said the gov-
ernment had already published
a gazette notification.

The Bankruptcy Act, 1997
was Enud in parliament on
March 11 last for streamlining
operation of the banking sector
and bolstering economic

of the country. But the
act could not be enforced for
want of logistics,

Meanwhile, the government
has constituted a committee to

See Page 12 Col 7

The proposals have been
sent to the Ministry of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, the

sources said. The lpn'.xv sals
were made by a panel of ju-
rists hailing from the US, Pak-
istan and Ergré,anka who visited
Ba:_}%adeah m May 10 to 22

5 e WB said the government
should a nt special judges,
with kru:ﬂ:,'dgc in bnnk{ng%aw
and commercial practice, to the
Hl%!: Court to exclusively deal
with the money loan cases ex-
ceeding Tk 10 million.

It is unfair to expect lower
court judges to have the desired
kno and ise to deal
with the intricacies of bank
cases mtrulvh}ﬁllnrgc amounts,
it observed. The lower courts
should deal with cases involv-
ing Tk 100,000 to Tk 10 mil-
lion, the WB ted.

Cases involving amounts
upto Tk 100,000 should be dealt
with in a court similar to Cer-
tificate Courts which operate
under the Public Debt Recovery
Act (PRDA). This law provides
for summary recovery of public

The WB said the mment
should also make some
amendments to the PRDA to
enable all scheduled banks re-
cover their small loans under
this law. This will lessen the
burdens of Money Loan Courts
and allow those (o devote more

See Page 12 Col 1
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