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ceremony of the new assembly
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Boucher told CBS-TV as work-  ist vigor that have made Hong P Py China agreed and e Dt St that HONG KONG. June

ers scrambled to make final Hou:&m economic powerhouse. Hong Kong's Chinese-backed there must be to Hong  stroke of sht Humrﬂaﬂ urﬁ
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locked in a contest with the new

As H Kong headed into its with the law,” China's official ;) to hold elections next in
last huﬂ?& under the British news agency, Xinhua, Ma UY mltnhlnﬂnr B mt to lhwﬂcm
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ﬂfﬂCiﬂ.ls in t.ﬂwn. a ﬂun‘; ﬂf HﬂFm , D:mm:raut Pm}r lca er Mﬂ.l“- tion was to hm Iq_ ]Cﬂ.!huﬂ Ehll'ﬂbl.'.'r! in m—
lEce. Inetiting taity-sidrn ‘“‘i.:ﬁ et st heavaha were |10 Lec said it was itke having e i ey The Sitgotar ‘walitic:
place, E ' trespassers move in being would elect a o politicians
talks between US Secretary order of the day. Chris Pat- .. ad by police that they . | | lature t%d]rq)llcc an have invited su to rally
State Madeleine Albright and ten, the last British Of,  would be gone in a year __ "And whose members have been CUtside the g U'm:mﬁh
British Foreign Secretary was to depart Government you are supposed to rejoice over hand-picked by Bei The Monday night to protest the
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Hong Kong at a glance
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TIRANA, June 30: Albanian

only three months ago, indi-

Albanian Socialists claim
victory in polls

Berisha in which 1,500 people

Crackdown on offices,

homes of Pak extremists:
Hundreds

year-old man, the I t

gncialiat leader Fatos Nano cated in thtfm ﬁ;nal :utﬁgﬁﬂ of the were killed. MH{:EE J;-llﬂt fgﬂi Pﬂﬂﬂ;

aimed a over Cam a "cohabitation" The president's Democrat swept rough oillices an daily newspaper, The , re-

President m with Berisha was not possible had nntl::;ﬂic:ially won any s::t: homes of known Muslim ex- i

cratic Party in elections on In the event of a big alist  so far, but claimed to have cap- | tremists early Monday arrest- Initial reports said two peo-

-Sunday intended to end months Win and he said at a hastily- tured 19 seats in several re- | ing hundreds of ein an at- pjle were involved. There was no

of violence and he s ted the convened news conference the gions. tempt to end the relentless reli- mmediate tion for the

president would have to quit, outcome he ted meant the usly motivated violence that : witnesses

Reuter. President should resign. Isolated incidents across the as plagued eastern Punjab gsajd the firin caused

With only a minute fraction "With w: that are Balkan state claimed at least | province in recent months, re-  jmmediate panic and that could

of official results declared in co and the sup- one life, an electoral official | ports AP account for the confusion. °

the lar peaceful s it was
impossible to Inrecaﬁ.m the final

port that the Albanian people

killed near the southern town

The crackdown' - followed an

Earlier Sunday a Shiite

ave the centre-left coalition ©f Fier, but a part from minor | attack Sunday on a in Muslim worker was killed in
outcome. ~ this problem is already re- Irregularities, voting proceeded | Lahore's congested old city. Lahore when burst into
But Nano told reporters his’ a-.ulvecl." he said. without the violence which | Four worshipers were gunned his office. fear the mas-
s data showed it had won Berisha, was elected by Par-  £ripped the country for months. | down as they knelt in prayer. sacre at Al-Hilal mosque may
of 115 seats contested under liament and has been president ~ Catherine Lalumiere, top of- According to eyewi and have been in retaliation for
majority voting rules and to- since 1992, has also suggested ficial for the Organisation for | pewspaper a lone gun- that attack.

gether with other leftist parties he would step down if his party Security and Cooperation in | man entered the Al-Hilal Pakistan's most pop
---------- would have a two-thirds major- Was beaten into tion. Europe overseeing the vote, | mosque in Lahore's old city just eastern Punjab . home
ity in Parliament. Jubilation at Socialist toured polling stations in | as were about  to 60 per cent of the country's

"A centre-left coalition will
control two-thirds of the new

headquarters contrasted with
long faces among Berisha stal-

Tirana and provincial towns by
helicopter and said she was

to
three shots at the Imam or

evening prayers
begin on Sunday. He fired -

140 million people, has been
wracked by relentless violence

. : Y # - : ﬁl&llﬂﬂmtﬁd 1;?11' aur:i;‘ t;i:]:; rartu. reflecting possible ge y pleased with what she S}';rnlle;[du' Abdul Khaliq, 32, Em militant Shiite and
Albanian president Sali Befisha flashes the vi sign as he leaves a polling station in the centre Staas € e Socialis OSSES. saw. | aSu uslim. uslims.

Tirans Albania’ ctuﬂ tood to win half of the 40 seats The official count so far gave The OSCE has said it would When worshipers tried to The attacks have escalated

Hihe B 4 8 two main political leaders, Berisha Socialist Party chief Fatos contested under proportional the Socialists a handful of age:ts be unrealistic for normal west- | overpower the gunmen he in recent months the

Nano, cast their votes in the capital
important turning point for the troubled republic.

each
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oclaiming that the legislative elections were an

— AFP/UNB photo

rules.
Nano, released from prison

in the south, heartland of
months of rebellion against

ern standards to be attained in
Albania's election.

!

opened fire killing another
L people, including a 60-
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ey | RUSSIANS remain suspicious despite accord with NATO |V sicctnew
party 11_1kely to |& p polls-system as

et arli ‘MOSCOW, June 30: After five coun now just wants to be the west has been unable to an- for the first time since the col- NATO joint council. strengtheni its ties with " 1
g : pa am:]’:ltary g;::tdﬁl:l :nfi ;}rclm cnnf:nta; ﬁ-jg%ég J SWer: '“5 whom dnréf ::d ex- lapse of the Soviet Union, R.am- Mlll’ta? analysts say the Ehinlfth'ldﬁnl!nd former Soviet Stagnatlﬁn gnp S
- ’ new men at conviction has been need to it- sia will have a small border agreement provides Russia im- republics. It even a union
pprov ! with MTQ clearly and bﬂlﬂz,I sl.renﬁthcned bgomm-, plan to self, if not Russia? with a NATO country — Russia’'s portant access and influence treaty with one of them Belarus, Ne%%%
ANKARA. Turkey, June 30:: | states that "Russia and NATOdo' add former Soviet allies in Although NATO keeps an Baltic enclave of Kaliningrad over the alliance. on Poland's eastern frontier. b oo e B oo
thclmlﬂmm resignations from . consider each other as ad- Eastern Europe as members. At e¢ye on the Middle East and shares a 200-kilometer (120- "The question is no longer Some have interpreted the | June 30 - ool
ma.llim on Sunday | versaries, AP. NATO's summit in Madrid, other regions, its major interest mile) border with Poland. whether we like or dislike move as the first step toward re- nomic “lﬂ;l on 'ﬁl?urnl
Wl give 8 new, Just that to Viktor Spain, on July 8, the alliance is European security. And in Inside Russia, the economy NATO., constituting the Soviet Union. nﬂ-:d'u;u:; o
pro lﬁﬁu ar gﬁ;fer nment the j{buklhjn' Communist pﬂ.l'ty plans to offer mgmhcruhjp to Europe, no coun has the is a mess and a ant por- The important thing is that In the end. Russians views again that elected the
votes it needs for parliamen- | legislator who heads parlia- the first new candidates — power to threaten the alliance  tion of the lation is disen- Russia can take part in NATO," Rl 1o ba ko i e g vl .
tary approval, AP.. ~ment's security affairs commit- g;nbably Poland, Hungary and  as much as Russia. chanted with what they see as  says Andrei Plontkowsky, di-  pU€ "AeY hrs the | oy IOl 188t year.
- : tee. - Czech Republic. However, Russia is not the the failled promises of capital- =rector of Russia's Strategic by m‘ﬁmmm wide published
from m&* gefections oAme: | i imgatyy: pagn't dropped its Western leaders have tried to 0ld Soviet Union. For one ° ism. The once- rful mili- Studies Center. fond sherwied o = m,h “mnm mpon cent of re-
m Tansu Cﬂh}“u True Path | .00 tion to move towards Rus- Prcak down Russia's wall of dis-  thing, Russia is smaller — with tary is so demoralised and All the same, hard-liners see ‘ tt p:m to the
, an ally of the Islamic sia's borders and they don't trust, that NATO is now about half the population and me it is effectively it as a sell-out. Even Mikhail Alexei Arbatov, a reformer m“ mth: election
. With the defeg- plan to cut their f “he Ak more interested in promoting 20 per cent less territory than tnﬂmnﬂlmﬁlm Gorbachev — the former Soviet and head of t's mua;p;lf cent
ﬂ:.th snd te with .conviction.” NATO's Y®  democracy than stockpiling the Soviet Union. ; in atist Chechnya demon- leader reviled at home and defence affairs committee, says | System. jthr u:l.xgl? mem-
g, party over the past week. | gt T e ks weapons. And Russia is both ‘more strated all too clearly. adored in the West for heiping  NATO must stick to its charter | FeO1 T SO0 o pp e e
- alliance has lost its . ically unchanged." 8 new NATO will work vulnerable and less stable than Under these circumstances, end the Cold War — calls with Russia and keep nuclear | ber 2y Sixteen cent
Many of mm v g with Russia — not against it," during the Cold War. Russian leaders had little charter a "double game” weapons out of eastern Europe now . per
- the h“? <. He and of his coun-  President Clinton asserted Consider the map of Europe  choice to accede to NA- NATO to deceive Russia and troops away from Russia’s '“m' mixed member
mﬂrudyml!:'ned P:;‘l:hl who !:ISme have a hard time ac- after signing the Russia-NATO 'as seen from the Kremlin. After TO's . What did proceeding with the sion.  borders. s makes “pll—
e« together to form the i%n military allilance charter in Paris. - 'NATO's the alllance was the best they In the Kremlin, distrust "if that doesn't then | portional th A
“u-;ym under conser- 5they spent nearly 50 But as far as Russia is con- Will be kilometres (300 could, the right to voice  lingers. In recent months Rus- the charter will Just a most imposaible J{m
leader Mesut Yilmaz. years seeking lo destroy their  cerned, there is one question miles) closer to Moscow. And their views in a special Russia- sia has turned eastward, piece of paper.” Arbatov says. mm



