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GRICULTURE is the
most vital sector of the

muhl!dnh.
It not only accountis lor over

r cent of the

six ross
- i product but lllﬂguv:r
80 per cent of the unnant:
or

of the world now called
mnduh has a
tremendous up-
heaval. The on has

riod of time

fact that of late the nation has
been - so much
m s
to bridge the gap.

But to sustain this momen-
tum we must also look at the
mﬂmmw

to strengthen those factors
which contributed to it and re-

cent but the long
trend shows rather a
slower rate — over two
cent. This ts in
wheat production has been
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Ex-child mt worka-s formm'e

Whereas in the

mntkmﬂy mcﬂvuflu

clothes, sni

thrudlf fabrics
speeding up their work — yes-
terday these children w?lr;

given an opportunity to turn

to
thauﬂﬁ lives and build
nn the education they rmcivnd

BGMEA, umca’ﬁ“i{.‘ﬁ

July-l lﬂﬂﬁﬂlmﬂmrm

(MOU) to end
r:hﬂdlahuu:rtn t in-

dustry and Im:r:lu l:lnu

2: na_ﬂ a UHICEF pru-l re-

came
at the end of a day-lung
congress of former child
ment workers held at the audi-
tnrium of the Shishu

nJ:lterday Some

in

cﬂllgrmopmlmrud the
UNICEF. are among the
more than 8 children now

studying in different schools
run by BRAC and GSS, two
NGOs renowned for non-for-
mal primary education pro-
e e he
ng congress, t
‘children aged bet%n six tn
thirteen, analysed their pas
and present situations I.I'ld
their need for future.
They also expressed their opin-
ions by way uf presenting

drama perfor-
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For a Balanced Agricultural Development

by Dr Mushtaq Ahmed
" The growth in the productivity of rice shows a declining trend. At times we achieved growth rates in excess of

natural nitrogen) in the soil.
The acute -wood crisis has
led te severe shortage of
biomass in the soil. The
ers and the rural households
are forced to use as much as
they can retrieve of the plants
klvlﬁll:tﬂe to go back into the
biomass in the
soil in turn has reduced the fer-
tilizer efficien Are we ad-
like in mpnhemlve manner?

As a potential crop for future
de . ent mal:e has the
brightest outlook. Presently
around a total of twenty-ﬂvc

thousand acres of land is culti-
wi at different

bhosnie proollse g oo
tjmu our -
tion with nghﬂnmminthe

theburgmﬂnadunand
fodder and fuel, maize
high like-
success. Emphasis

put not only on re-
but also on extension

agriculture, surplus disposal
(marketing) versus incentive

structure, land use polic
(keeping in view acute

tion for land during the rnbi
season) and so forth.

forward a grea

-
;E

incentive structure
increu.'lngly m:.rkc orien
gvemmcn as well
hclieved rhT ﬁgnﬁn

to have t im-
pact on the of the

ture sector. The intro-
duction of liberalization poli-

H

cies, decontrol and tion
measures has exposed
Bangladesh econ to chal-
lenges and in the
context of new global economic
order. With the of ex-
. change rate and liberali-
sation, domestic price
{inel those of farm inputs)
will more closely reflect world
market . Also to be consid-
ered milieu is our com-

in
parative advantage in the pro- ] position figures and groups.

five per cent but the long term trend shows rather a slower

— slightly over two per cent. This achievements

in wheat production has been similarly unsteady. We have not really tried to analyze the reasons for this irratic
pattern in the growth and development of our crops sector or failed to take note of whatever few goods studies
that have been done on it

duction of commodities like
jute. This may not turn into
competitiveness as compara-
tive advantage and competi-
tiveness are not necenarﬂ
mutually inclusive as we are

To maintain hi produc-
tivity and high uction lev-

els, the farmer incentive struc-
ture has to be maintained in
one form or another. Without

assuring a profitable return to
the farmera the de-
velopment lmpetuu not be

pouihl: The recent out t
of paddy could be atht:"ﬁ.l
maintaining a favuurahlcﬂ;u
constellation of out t
prices and to the

y nf in utu Ad ltinnal y.
% ere is a thnf mtu

ementarity amo e inpu
ofmndd‘ntpyackngggm actual
level of use of any one factor de-
pends on the use of other con-
comitant inputs. Many of the
sources of previous have
been unambiguously identified
:e?géopmmtmd u:f

=

irrigation and lmprovec[l;':ﬂld
izer use. We need to undertake

studies ; to how the factors
which were at the vanguard of

earlier and t successes'in
foodgrain production can be
resurrected and used to take

forward our development and
diversiﬂ::iatlnn nifﬁ:;tnlm ¢
rrigation is an im
element in the modern agricul-
tural production package. A
shift from rainfed to an firri- .
gated agriculture for ob
reliable risk free output from
farm investment requires good
water use p . There has
been a decline in the rate of
growth of irrigation in the
country. Also the share of sur-
face water irrigation to total ir-
rigation coverage has declined
from nearly fifty per cent to be-
low thi p-er cent in recent
times. is
of the need to reassess our
tion needs and the actual
water resources available for
future cultural usage. In
this exercise, it is important to
examine the future mode of ir-
rigation to be promoted in the
country. As it is reported, deep
water welling or u the

d::p acquifers is not nnly capi-

points to the ur- =

tal intensive form of irrigation
investmient but are also uneco-
nomical to operate.,

Post harvest and marketi
constraints have to be a
dressed as much as the pmduc-
uim t:umt;oaln&lle in D:J:Hu:;nﬁiﬂ

anning for evel-
g ent of culture. Insuffi-
ent market information and
underdcv:lnpad marketing
the farmers cou-

lad with

quality of i
et infrastructure a:'ye imﬁa

ments to ter production.
Overnhmﬂg: of market in-

termediaries in this chain in-

stead of assis in the smooth
reticulation . agricultural
produce from prwuﬁ:rn to final

consumers, in fact, causes un-

““’““ﬂ, lﬁrkcu hnttlg& .

with it. Inndeqlunte infrastruc-

tural facilities lead not only to

high marketing costs but adds
and in the

msystun. Iti that there is
s found tha
se:clfh dependence on foreign
for vegetable and
other thepesti
cides and use for
etable production is signifi-

retumn to Palestine, the
stru for democratic self-rule
in the occupied territories is
turning increasingly against

his own
It is all so different from 1
July, 1994, when his return was
seen by local people as the be-
of the end of Israeli oc-
pation of the West Bank and
G::a Strip and the inaugura-
estinian democracy.
But the occupation has not

ended and the peace process is

in limbo.
I.rﬂg%le ainst Arafat,
e Palestine

Hatim-ml Aut!mﬂ and his ex-

gcﬁ?ntrm;r elected E bl’i’l e

Council, 70 indcpemic:nt Pales-
tinian non- t organi-

sations (N ) and various op-

| ,é

Yasser Arafat is un-
der growing pres-
sure, with the peace
process stalled and
rioting rocking the
occupied territories.
A Gemini News Ser-
vice correspondent
says he i1s caught be-
tween Israeli intran-
sigence and the free-
dom struggle by
Palestinians critical
of his autocratic rule.
Michael Jansen
writes from
Jerusalem
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ercise facilities, education

activities.
the talent of disad-
children and prnper

}inn mruﬂﬁinldufl lheln:rl
or working c iving in
slums and establishment of a
national
prived c

The children will formally
resent their recommenda-
ons to the MOU s es

andthcmmtatlmm
tion to be held at the Shishu

ts !

Ruuhnt.l of Nolgola area of Ihl city Inld a rllly

Sunday protesting terrorism and extortion. —Etnrphoto |

KHULNA, June 30: A

across Rupsha river — it's a
far cry d: ite years of
m — will make the dif-

and af-

fluence in Khulna.

Khulna, the country's third
largest city having the second
largest port, has long cherished
the over the river. In its
absence the region remains
- Rupsha bridge is a lo

is a long
overdue need that remains un-
fulfilled. They must build the
bridge at least for the sake of
Mongla port.” said Firoz Islam,
General Manager of Hotel Royal
International m Khulna.

Islam's father built the cen-
trally-air-conditioned 10-sto-
mutuﬂ in the nﬂd-m: Ef"

ta on P-
sha will come up soon with bet-
ter communication bringing in
more visitors to the city.

"The bridge remains in our
dream as well as in the unful-
filled promises made by subse-
quent governments,” said Is-
lam, whose hotel business is yet
to pick up for lack of guests.
"The hutﬂd la:lmnini algmlt
empty rou e year and we
have to put in Taka 2 lakh
month to maintain it," he
added.

Other local residents agree
saying government after gov-
ernment simply cheated the

ﬂt:: Khulna.
cuttings
the commitments by
are stitched
several times lon

on
politicians
her, it will be
r than the
proposed Rupsha bridge."”
quipped Didarul Alam, a local
journalist.

Alam, a Rupsha bridge en-

cantly high — these are the
areas in our effort to develop
and diversify a safe and regen-
erative culture. The pesti-
cide residue or trace elements
will be important in screening
for export eligibility of our
agricultural produce and it is a
matter of concern for general
consumption at home as well,
as we all know how these ele-
ments enter into our food chain
and affect our life support sys-
tem.

Research and development
appears to be adequate for rice
in the country for the time be-
in 'I‘hnth research in stag-

d and yield gap mer-
ltu attmtiun In a changing sce-
nario we now need strong re-
search and development net-
work for other crops and cmp
categories. We had the ph
infrastructure for agricu tura.l
research for sometime now but
it is only recently that the pre-
sent government through far
reaching reform has instilled a
new life into this R&D system of
agriculture called the NARS
(national agricultural research

system). Though only urganiza~

tional in nature and a long way
from the goal, it is a bold step in
the right direction by the agri-
culture ministry. Proper man-
power placement should be the
next rinrlt because the ini-
tlatlve at the top has to be
backed-up by people in these
agencies.

The planning, monitoring
and evaluation units of many of
th:uc lnatltutinna are manned

hysicists, horticultur-
iltu. rm: ers, entomologists
and other non-economists or by
untrained professionals. This
is the broader reflection of what
is happening in the national
context in its apex agency. Re-
sults, nut un:xpcctcdly are
plans and grammes devoid
nf mean ptions often
filled with r:n usinn in setting
priorities. As a subset of such
plans, the priorities are also
clouded in the TAPP and devel-
opment pro es which boil
down into p some vehi-
cles and equipment or their
success is measured in some
similar physical denominators
only. The planning process and
the manpower engaged in it are
important and sooner we give
attention to this aspect the bet-
ter.

Government will do better by
eliminating many of the redun-
dant and non-performing or-
ganizations/departments
within this system and build a
system which is strong, stable
and o to be able to meet
the cgallﬂnges of the twenty-

first century. To provide a sus-

tainable agriculture these or-
anizations themselves have to
self-sustaining. Open

tition as well as induction of

competent is the only way to

that sustainability.

The rural industrial base
particularly agro-based indus-
tries have to strengthened.
Policies are needed to supply
adequate credit to this
abysmally undercapitalized
sector of the economy where
capital-labour ratio is very low.
As is known there is a serious
credit gap in the rural sector.
Micro credit and NGO ent
development strategy should be

_broadened to be able to make

any serious dent in this dire
situation and to have the
necessary impetus for leap
frogging in development. There
is a great potential for improv-
ing the performance in this
area and consequently improv-

farm income. The overall
industrial (and its subset the
rural industries) policies
should be based on the condi-
tions existing in these areas. A
mature regenerative and a sus-
tainable agriculture which will
meet the needs of today and to-
morrow cannot grow in isola-
tion. A balanced policy frame-
work which complements and
helps in the prosperity of all
other sectors is essential for
agriculture to come to a full
bloom.

The writer is Chief Scientific
Officer and Head of Agricultural
Economics Division,
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute :

Since the le slature fh‘al..
met in March 1 its work
has been obstructed hy the ex-
ecutive.

One council member, Mar-
m Barghouti, who is secre-

ry-general of Arafat's own

| Flteh movement in the West

Bank, told Gemini News Service
- *"The executive does not reseu:t
or i t our decisions.
Indeed, the "Arafatocracy”
ignores them and makes cer-
tain that ordinary peopile do not
learm about council activities.
The authority's official televi-

sion station not broadcast
council debates and its security
services press the media to play
down the legislature's activi-
ties.

The most | t legisla-
tion that Arafat managed to

bln-ckinmeﬂlﬁcuw intended

to regulate the self-rule gov-
ernment, for a separa-
tion of powers within the na-
tional authority and define ba-

sic human :gltl He rightly
fears it will his almost dic-

tatorial powers
ﬂrdlnnry I’i]cltlnlln: had

lltt.le l'l.lt.h thr.ir legislators

m tusatona TV bogan e ve
of ccn.mt:ﬂ leulnnl
These transformed public per-
ceptions. Viewers saw the legis-
I.ltun.': vigorously dehll.m
t:l'lﬂl‘.'illn% ici
nf Ihc executive, But this wm

LR T
Mr Palestine’

,ﬂ' ralat:

dow on democracy was not open
long. Atafat's ul?ci\g TV chan-
nel the broadcasts.

en, on 20 May, as the leg-
islature was p ng to raise
the issue of corruption in the
executive, the Lnumalist and
broadcaster in c of the ed-
ucational station. Daoud Kut-
tab, was detained fnramkbly
Palestinian police in Ramal-
lah. Al-Quds University, which

owns the station, to sus-
council b asts in ex-
change for Kuttab's release.

However, the jamming and
arrest backfired. The actions
boosted the legislature's credi-
bility and diminished Arafat's
already-damaged public stand-
in

ngs attempts to obstruct the
council's work have made its
members more determined
than ever to press ahead with
the Basic Law.

Arafat is also resisted by
NGOs, which refuse to submit to
his control. From the Israeli
occupation in 1967 until

Arafat's return in 1994, about

200 Palestinian NGOs formed
an administrative structure for
civil society. These groups ran
hospitals, schools, universities
and national institutions. As
they raised their own funds,

they had a large degree of inde-

Pnlutimnn inhabitants of
the West Bank and Gaza counted

on thc ‘NGOs to. defend lnca,l_ %’g!ltﬂl Inttlligencc Agency Illd

"civil sm:fet " against the long-
standing autucratic behaviour
of Arafat and his entourage
when they returned from the
diaspora. But he managed to
take over two-thirds of the
NGOs and to channel their ex-
ternal funding through his cor-
rupt administration.

The determination of the
remaining 70 independent
NGOs to resist takeover by
Arafat was s hened in May
when it was reported that, dur-
ing its first year of operation,
the executive had wasted or em-
bezzled $326 million — or 40 per
cent — of the Palestine authori-
:.;y’s budget, which is largely
unded by international
donors.

" Fateh r;mmhcra constitute
the most important grouping
pressing Arafpo t to adopt demo-
cratic norms. Marwan Bargh-
outi says the mnvcmcnt has
forced the president to r
any resumption of negaua
with Israel until work is hal
on new Jewish settlements.

And, according to Dr Eyad

Sarraj, chairman of the Pales-
tinian Independent Commis-
sion for Citizen's Rights, public
pressure has compelled Arafat
to rein in his nine security ser-
vices.

Instead of thousands of po-
litical detainees, there are now

150 from Islamic resistance

Democrats Turn the Screw on Sa Palestme

REE years after Yasser |
I Arafat's triumphant

groups, and "torture is not now
pral:tised in Palestinian pris-
ons”, says Dr Sarraj, who was
detained for two in 1996
and tortured. "Ministers now
make some attempt to explain
their work to the public on
television and there is move-
ment towards a freer press.”
However, the Palestinian
struggle for democracy is hin-

d y the tutal sup Lﬁxﬁ
to Arafat Unlti:d
States and thl.'. Eurn Union.

“Arafat is their man," says a
critic from Hebron. "They ac-
cept whatever he does.

"His administration is cor-
rupt from top to bottom and
they know it. But his backers
don't want to do anything to
weaken him. Without money he
is nothing because he rules by
buying people. The donors’' un-
critical backing constitutes
conspiracy,” says the source,
who has been harassed by
Palestinian police.

"It is a conspiracy of sﬂmce

. aboyt urruptiu;:t and h
Sfedp e

Israeli secret services.
They'll keep him safe as lo
he does what they want. And
when he is no lnnger useful,
they'll get rid of him

The present sorry state of
Palestiriian democracy is a di-
rect consequence of the sorry
state of the peace process.

If the process had p ssed
with the gradual handover of
almost all of the West Bank and
Gaza, as the Oslo accords pro-
vided, Arafat would have been
in a 5tmnghpositinn today and
would not have to marginalise
the legislature or resort to re-
pression to stay in power. But
the Palestine authority has re-
ceived full control over onl
thm: cent of the West

per cent of Gaza.

ﬁs Palestinian resentment
has grown, Arafat's primary
task has become to prevent vio-
lence against Israelis. Many
Palestinians accuse him of
acting like "Israel's policeman’.
But in this task he can go only
so far Wh:'I:d mmmmg con-
trol and credibility
The once-proud "Mr Pales-
tine” has been reduced to a sad
little man caught between the
yearnings of his ple fur in~
dence and
Israel's determination lu hang
+ onto as much of the occupied
territories as possible.

Metropolltan e —————

A bridge over Rupsha—Key to developmant in Khulna

By Shahiduzzaman

thusiast. said peopile of Khulna
were not convinced that power
in Dhaka believes In an
equitable d t strategy
and does not discriminate
against any region.
"There is a
duntrieu there is a shrimp

:g fast growing and the
forest. Just a bridge
would have worked a C not

only for the economy of this re-
ﬁl’l but for the e country,”
said.

Meanwhile, in absence of a

bridge. the Rupsha Ferry ghat is

a terrible mess with a human
sea com
transports from rickshaw vans
0 U%ku (on the ghat) i
¢ pressure (on “
rising every day. Sometimes |
er when this human sea is
to cnd 'Ihcrc are so man
with so muc
ul' trnfﬂcm:ll Smr Hl;lﬁ‘ tl
porter at Rups a
st tea at a nearby tea stall.
ith road communication
in nearby districts improving,
movement of people to and
from Khulna is
According to an estimate,
population of Khulna is cur-
rently 16 lakh, swelling by an-
other five lakh people who

commute every day.

Khulna has ﬁml been a
transit point for e of ad-
Joining districts. The town has

rail, hu- and ltelmer comimu-
nication with the rest of the
country.

Khulna being the heart of the

port, there are in-

with all kinds of

economy of southern
country, thousands of peo
from nearby districts visit

nesses. Half of It'lh::ltu short-time
visitors cross the river
through this tzrmlnanoinL
Thus the pressure
Rupsha 1 everyday.
A clerk at the ferry
estimated that roughly five

hundred motor vehicles and a

thousand rickshaw vans, in ad-
dition to 200,000 pe
the river thro e terminal.
"I have worked ln all major
ferry terminals in the country,
but pressure on Rupsha ghat is

one of the highest. It is the busi-

t aﬂcr hriu:hn. Daulatdia

Ehntu. There is
hnirdly any rul said one ferry
pilot

"The way pressure is build-

ing, I think it will be impossible

to tackle the ferry. A on

the Rupsha seems inevitable,"
robably

he said.

The [ferr
echoes the
nnds dlutrlctlh ad

urveys on the pro
bridge were fielded nti': ui’;rll

man

tizens ol Khulna

promised to huﬂdh tl:le
bridge, sa it means busi-
ness, not trll
wﬂmﬂﬂh t:ie : Nt
on are gro mpatient.
There is m'lr‘r mﬂl I;:ltlnn
called Greater Khulna Devel-
opment Action Coordination

of the
glk:

town for trade and other busi-

mounts on

counter

ple, cross

in the

Congestion at Rupsha ferry ghat. — News Network plwto

Committee, which has planned

a siege of Rupsha ghat on
19 to demand early -::s::«n.tn.n:r--l'n‘r

tion of the bridge with provi-
sion of ralltracks. -

"We want the guvarnmen
act fast before it's too late," said
B o s i

g b L



