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JS budget discussion
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criticised the opposition BNP
for the latter's critical attitude
towards the proposed budget.
Claiming that the government
had allocated Tk 6,430 crore for
poverty alleviation, the minis-
ter said that his party was
committed to change the lot of
the toiling masses.

Referring to the BNP criti-
cism that the AL was pursuing a
subservient foreign and eco-
nomic policy towards India, the
state minister said that it was
rather BNP that had turned the
country into a market of Indian

. commodities.

He also said that the gov-
ernment had rightly decided to
go for sub-regional groupin
with India and Nepal. "It woul
substantially help us resolve
the country's water and power
crisis.”

BNP legislator Obaidur
Rahman accused alleged that
the government was not mak-
ing any effort for development
of areas from where BNP law-

Khaleda
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those would increase sufferings
of commonman.

Welcoming the freshers, she
said as a people’s party the BNP
has been working relentlessly
in the greater interest of the
people. The BNP will not hesi-
tate to launch a mass move-
ment against those who will
work against the country and
its people, she added.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment completely failed to do
any welfare of the people in last
one year and the economy of the
country is now on the verge of
ruination due to wrong policies
pursued by the ruling party.

She said the new budget will
ruin the economy. Imposition
of unprecedented taxes on flour-
ishing industries will destroy
this sector and encourage
smuggling and Bangladesh will
be made a market of India.

SKOP
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tories, withdrawal of cases
against trade union leaders and
release of jailed ones and re-
drafting of a democratic labour
law.

Mokhlesur Rahman, Presi-
dent of the Coordination Com-
mitiee of SKOP announced the
programme at the press confer-
ence. He said their action plan
was, drawn on the basis of
opiffion given by representa-
tives of workers and employees
at a national convention in
Dhaka on June 25.

The SKOF programme in-
cludes demonstrations before
the Labour Directorate on July
14. before the Bangladesh Em-
plovers Association office on
July 20, in front of the BGMEA
office on July 24 and torch pro-
cession on July 28.
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makers were elected. Giving ex-
amples, he claimed that the En-
vironment Minister, who was
defeated in his constituency has
now become an obstacle for de-
velopment in the area. How-
ever, Environment Minister
Sajeda Chowdhury was not pre-
sent in the House at that time.

Jatiya Party legislators were
Cl’itiﬂﬂ.ly of increased taxes on
textile machinery, raw materi-
als for production of slippers
and some other items. Some of
them appreciated the pro-

rammes like Employment

ank, housing projects lor the
distressed and old-age pension.
They. however, said allocations
for these areas were 'absolutely
inadequate.’

Demanding allocation of
Taka one crore for rehabilita-
tion of the sex workers, JP
lawmaker Barrister Rabeya
Bhuiyan said that it was inhu-
man to evict them from Kandu-
patti in the city without making
arrangements for their reha-
bilitation.

JCD-BCL clash
in Daudkandi

COMILLA, June 28: Five stu-
dents were injured in a clash

between pro-Awami League
Chhatra lLeague and DBNP-
backed JCD at Gouripur Munsi
Fazlur Raliman College in
Daudkandi today, reports UNB.

According to wilnesses. the
clash erupted at arounsd 11:30
am when some activists ol JCD
attacked a BCIL procession on
the campus.

The injured wcre admitted to
local h-:*.aith conmp.ex. Of them,
local BCL secrctary Billal Hes-
sain was sent to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

Meanwhile, traffic move-
ment on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway was disrupled for an
hour when students of Nimshar
Janab Ali College put up barri-
cade at 12 noon to protest Lhc
postponement ol the student
union election of the college.

CEC
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The Manikganj-3 seat fell
vacant following the death of

BNP MP Nizamuddin Khan on
April 8. The constituency com-
prises nine unions under Sat-
uria thana and seven unions
under Sadar thana. Of the
1,79.286 registered voters,
92 037 are female and 87,249
are male.

Of the six candidates con-
testing the by-polls, Abdul Wa-
hab Khan was nominated by the
BNP, Col (retd) Abdul Malek by
Al. and Mohammad Ramzan
Ali by Jatiya Party and MH
Khan Mojlish (Murad) by JSD
(Rob). The two others are Kartik
Chandra Saha, independent,
and Mohammad Sadek of Kr-
ishak Sramik Mukti Andolon,

Industry to remain

shut if 'criminals’
not held: Monno

The management of Monno
Ceramic, country's biggesi ce-
ramic industry, said it would
not be possible for them to re-
open it until the "identified ter-
rorists” who ransacked the [ac-
tory are arrested, reports UNB.

"The Industry will remain
closed as long as the terrorists
who badly damaged the cent per
cent export-oriented national
asset remain at large,” said
Harunar Rashid Khan Monno,
MP, the owner.

400 miscreants
equipped with [firearms at-
tacked the factory situated at
Dhamrai and seriously injured
a number of senior olflicials on
June 21.

Addressing a news confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club,
Monno said he had submitted
all necessary papers, including
the names of those involved in
the June 21 onset with adequate
Frnufs, to the prime minister
orr her cooperation to save the
industry.

Nearl

Two accords
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gamut of bilateral relations as
well as regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern,

Hasina, as the coordinator
of the LDCs, is expected to dis-
cuss with the leader of the eco-
nomic super power the new in-
ternational economic order,
against the backdrop of the de-
cisions of the just concluded G-7
sumirnit.

The two premiers are likely
to focus on the Asia-Pacific re-
gion where economic growth is
taking place at an increasing
pace.

The Bangladesh premier will
present a key-note lpapﬂr at the
opening session of an invest-
ment conference in Tokyo to be
arranged by the World Bank,
the Japanese chamber and the
Bangladesh mission.

Hasina will also take the op-
portunity to explain the conge-
nial atmosphere for investment

in B adesh by foreigners at a
Roundtable Conference in
Tokyo, is expected to be at-

tended l:.-]y representatives from
leading Japanese industrial gi-
ants and business houses. She
will visit Waseda University,
water division memorial hall
and sea port at Niigata and
places of historical interests in
Kyoto, the ancient capital of
Japan.

Hasina will attend recep-
tions to be hosted by Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentary
League, Japan-Bangladesh As-
sociation and Japan-
Bangladesh Ladies' Cultural As-
sociation.

She will return to Dhaka on
June 6 at midnight.

men rescued
in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, June 28:; Five
men who were kidnappcd by
tribal insurgents were rescued
from a deep forest in Naniar-
char thana in the district today,
security sources said, reports
UNB.

They said some tribal ycuths
intercepted a Chittagong-bound
truck putting up barricade on
the road at about 11 am and
forcibly took six men including
the truck driver and his helper
to the remole forest.

Helper Abul Kalam, 25, how-
ever, managed to flee froin the
miscreants and informed the
police about the incident.

In a joint operation, police
and army rescued the rest five
from the forest. They were
identified as truck driver Ajit
Kumar, 32, and traders Sirajul
Islam, 34, Kawser Miah, 26,
Khaleque, 32, and Parimol, 27.

Shop, house

looted 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 28: A
group of forty miscreants at-

tacked the shop and residence
of one Jogadis Dhar at North
Jaldi village under Banskhali
thana last night, police said.
They looted gold ornaments
and cash money amounting (o
about taka 5 lakh, police said.

DU: Inqilab
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The Senate also formed a
nine-member committee to
bring the Kataban Mosque un-
der the control of the Univer-
sity.

DU Senate formed the com-
mittee following the acceptance
of a proposal placed by a sena-
tor at the annual budget session
of the university at Senate Hall
this evening Habibur Rahman
Khan was made convenor.

The other members of the
committee are : Prof KAM
Saaduddin, Prof Shahadat Ali,
KM Jahangir MP, Azizul Islam
Bhuiyan, Sirajul Islam Khan,
Harunur Rashid , Sayeed Rezaur
Rahman and Prof Abdul Man-
nan Chowdhury.

The Kantaban Mosque, now
under the control of Chhatra
Shibir and Jamaat -e-Islam for
a long time, is a property of
Dhaka University.

Magurchhara fire
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caused the losion.”

Michel Exgaid that the
Magurchhara gasfield would
not be abandoned. But, "after
fully dousing the fire and cap-
ping the mouth of the well, we
will go for fresh drilling at a
nearby place.”

Shamsuddin Associates, a
Bangladeshi firm which was
entrusted with the task the con-
struction of the rig foundation
of the Magurchhara well, has
again been asked to construct
the rig foundation for the devia-
tion well and base camp.

Meanwhile, the enquiry
committee formed to investi-
gate the incident of explosion in
the drilling site has sought ex-
tension of time for submission
of its report, according to offi-

cial sources. The committee was
given time until June 30 to
submit its report.
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 BNP violating
election code,
AL complains

The Awami League yesterday
lodged complaints with the
Election Commission against
the BNP for violating election
code of eonduct in Manikganj-3
constitiiency, reports BSS.

A three-member delegation
led by Abdul Mannan MP for-
mally lodged the complaints of
violation of election code of
conduct by the BNP, said a press
release.

In their complaint, the
Awami League alleged that the
Leader of the Op tion in the
Jatiya Sangsad had used gov-
ernment vehicle carrying na-
tional flag and availed herself
of all government facilities to
address an electioneering meet-

ing which, they said. were com-
pletely against election code of
conduct

The complaint eaid the
Leader of the Opposition at the
electioneering meeting openly
instigated the party leaders and
workers for creating terrorism
and committing rigging in the
by-polls. The BNP has con-
spired to let loose terrorism and
clashes for vote dacoity during
polling, the AL leaders alleged.

Prabhakaran
to flee Lanka?

COLOMBO, June 28: Velupil-
lai Prabhakaran, leader of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE), is reportedly at-
tempting to flee to another
country as he is unable to face
the on going Jaya Sikuru
(certain victory) operation in
northern Sri Lanka, reports
Xinhua.

The leader t escape to-

ether with his family to Cam-
ja, Laos or Myanmar, the
newspaper the Daily News today
quoted intelligence reports as
saying. _

The original plan, accordin
to the paper, was to first sen
his family abroad, but this plan
had failed.

- L]
Giasuddin Chy
. -
clarifies his role
- !
during 71

BNFP MP Giasuddin Quader
Chowdhury in Eaﬂiamﬂﬂt yes-
terday cleared his position and
his whereabouts during the
country's Liberation War in
1971, reports UNB.

"Treasury bench members
often question some of us where
we had been in 1971 ..... I must
reply to this question,” said Gi-
asuddin, younger brother of
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
another BNP lawmaker.

Both are accused of collabo-
rating with the Pakistani occu-
pation army in 1971.

Giasuddin said, "l was In
that sector where Faezul Hug

(State Minister for Jute) had
been at that time."

"Some of us were in that sec-
tor where the father-in-law of
my beloved niece, Putul (PM's
daughter), had served during
1971," he said amidst clappings
by BNP legislators.

Both AK Faezul Hugq, son of
Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul Hug,
and Putul's father-in-law, Mo-
sharraf Hossain, were said to
have opposed the Liberation
War.
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Foundation of
Rokeya Memonal
Centre laid at
Pairaband

RANGPUR., June 28: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
said effective laws would be en-
acted to stop women repression
and terrorism so that the mis-

creants get punished quickly,
reports UNB.

Measures are also being
taken to stop child trafficking
and to eradicate poverty of the
womenfolk, she said addressi
a gathering on the occasion o
laying the foundation stone of
Begum Rokeya Memorial Cen-
tre at Pairaband village.

The Prime Minister said the
memorial centre will preserve
the memories of Begum Rokeya
and also spread her thoughts
a{n:i literary works to the peo-
ple.

The Begum Rokeya Memo-
rial Centre, to be built at a cost
of Tk 3.75 crore, will have an
office room, a library, a mu-
seum, a training centre and a
guest room.

The centre will also publish
books on Begum Rokeya and
sponsor fellowship for research
in her works.

Hong Kong
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problem with the ptan, and Lib-
eral Party leader Allen Lee
Peng-fei urged people not to be
overly concerned. US Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright
also declined to criticise the

deployment.
Hong Kong's incoming
leader, Tung Chee-hwa, said the

presence of Chinese was
a necessary sign of BRijing's
sovereignty, and said they
would behave with restraint.
Under the terms of the han-
dover, Hong Kong will be in
charge of its domestic affairs,
but Tung will be empowered to
call in the army for help "in the
maintenance of public order.”
In a TV interview with NBC,
Tung was asked if troops could
move against the ple of Hong
Kong without his consent.

Thf_'ﬁ will not. They cannot,
no,"” he replied.

Another hot-button issue is
China's plan to replace Hong
Kong's elected legislature with
an unelected body pending fresh
elections next year.

Saturday morning, at the
end of its final 23-hour
117_11'1;51:11'.:»11hn::rn :astf_iiun_ lawmakers

., PO or group pictures,
and promised tu{gcp fighting
for democracy.

Twenty-seven of them, in-
cluding the harshest critics of
China, are excluded.

"We will leave for the time
being. But like MacArthur said,
I shall return,"” said Martin Lee,
leader of the Democrats, the
largest party in the outgoing
legislature.
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any attempt of rigging in the
byelection.

Hasina said the BNP chair-
person now became vocal
against rigging, having been
"champions of ri elec-
tions." She alleged ﬁiﬁe BNP
had tried to remain in power

through election fraud in
February 15 election in 1996.

She said the only objective
of the present government is to
establish and stability in
society for rapid economic
growth and national develop-
ment.

The Prime Minister said the
opposition BNP had time and
again said the Awami League
was selling out the cuuntrﬁ. t
she said, the party which has

earned independence sacrific-
ing lives can never sell out the
interest of the nation.

Hasina said the party which
was not born even at the time of
liberation war was speaking
about selling out of the country.
" Rather, it's BNP which sold out
the interest of the country,” she
said.

The BNP during its rule
turned the local market into a
market of Indian s control-
ling import and export, she
said. At that time, there was a
ban from Indian side on the
import of some 431 items from
Bangladesh, she said, adding
that we have made arrange-
ment for the export of
items to Indian ng that ban.

About local demand for up-
grading the Carmichale College
to a university, the Prime Min-
ister said the government was

PM urges EC to ensure

planning to turn the college
into a university of science and
technology.

Responding to the demand
for announcing Rangpur as a
division. she said the govern-
ment had Likgn i?-tl:pn to
strengthen t oca M-
1'nrt:ntg em to reach thmits
of t to all the people.

After establishing local gov-
ernment bodies, the need for a
division will not remain she
said, "If the government
takes decision for creating a
new division, then Rangpur will

get the priority.”

Worldwide project
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lation."

Malaria, diarrhea, pneumo-
nia and sleeping sickness were
among the diseases that affect
developing countries and are
Laaﬁcly neglected, Feachem

Cardiovascular disease. dia-
betes, asthma. cancers and ail-
ments of the elderly, such as
Alzheimer's disease, are dis-
eases affecting richer nations
and receive the lion's share of
global health research invest-
ments. he said.

The Forum included 150 rep-
resentatives including the
World Health Organization, the
World Bank, research-oriented
foundations, research insti-
tutes, private pharmaceutical
companies and the Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation.
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