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A Budget sans Novelty

It is one of the many ironic reversals of our ex-
pectations that Mayor Hanif has not given us
many opportunities to thank him. But the man
seems to have developed a fine faculty for pleasing
our ears when laying out the economic statistics of
the Corporation for the next fiscal year.

While country's Finance Minister is drawing
flak from many quarters for slapping new taxes in
the proposed budget for the fiscal 1997-98, the DCC
Mayor in a welcome display of repetition, unveiled
a Taka 402.71 crore budget last Thursday. The be-
leaguered city dwellers, grovelling under the pres-
sure of a ever shooting index of living cost, have
been spared from new taxes.

However, more than the presence of something
discernibly new in it, what annoys one most about
the budget is the absence of any direction to fight
some of the worsening problems of the city. We
sympathise with Mr Hanif's observation that the
government assistance has been far from satisfac-
tory and actually commend the constancy in his
conviction that the answer to city dwellers' in-
creased suffering lies in the integrated Metropoli-
tan Government but that does not stop the common
citizen from forming a dim view of this charis-
matic person as a city father. Mr Hanif should
realise that constant harping on inadequate
co-operation from his party would not really
provide any cover for his failure in delivering the
goods.

If Awami League is not going all the way to facil-
itate the job of a public figure whose political
moorings are with it, then it can be said the ruling
party is doing so at its own peril. But then, what
stopped Mr Hanif from using his charisma to raise
fund for the cash-strapped Corporation if money is
what that has been coming on the way of its good
intentions. Resource constraint is an inherited
curse with every body or agency in a poor develop-
ing country like Bangladesh. And this has to be
overcome with innovative dynamism.

We do not have to go far, a resurrected Calcutta
will show what good results can be obtained if
someone is keen to fuse vision with dynamism.
For all the banal optimism and abject helplessness
of Mr Hanif, Dhaka as a city, has been inching ev-
ery day towards a state of unlivability. But panicky
though we are at the unabated deterioration of
Dhaka, we nevertheless believe that Mr Hanif is
capable of much better then what he has managed
so far. If only he can revive his glorious role in or-
ganising AL before it came to power, Dhaka
dwellers no doubt, will have many occasions to
thank Mr Hanif.

But for its part, the government has to ensure the
payment of the revenue arrears owed to the DCC by
its various agencies. If it cannot comply with the
Mayor's requests aimed at improving Corpora-
tion's efficiency then it should at least do some-
thing to help it recover its due money.

Science Universities

According to the Education Minister, govern-
ment has taken up a project to set up twelve science
and technology universities in the old headquar-
ters of greater districts. We welcome the project.
For a population of 120 million we need many
more institutions of higher learning in the fields
of science . However, we would like to draw the at-
tention of the minister to the condition of the ex-
isting such institutions. These bodies are suffering
from acute shortage of funds, qualified teachers
and equipment. Should not we try and enhance the
performance of the present institutions to their
peak before going for new ones? Even if we are
compelled to begin work on the new institutions,
we should at least, have simultaneous projects de-

voted to the cause of making the existing ones per-
form better.

Here we would like to suggest that a special ef-
fort should be made to further improve the quality
and state of the existing science laboratories in the
colleges. Better training of the lab teacher and as-
sistants should also be provided for.

There is a tendency in our country to focus more
on making new institutions and less and less on
running them properly. In fact it is now widely ac-
knowledged that there has been a drastic fall in the
level of performance in our educational institu-
tions including our universities.

However, we would like to emphasize the fact
that we do need the planned science and technology
universities to equip our nation better for the
world that is coming. The faster they are estab-
lished, the better.

Endangered Turtles

Greed is a mighty destroyer. According to a re-
port of a recent study conducted by the Bangladesh
Wild Fauna and Flower Conservation Soci-
ety(BWFFCS), rare sea turtles have fallen into a rut
of widespread destruction in the coastal areas.
Deep sea fishermen who previously killed the che-
, lonians only when they clashed with their inter-
ests like damaging their nets, reportedly indulge
in indiscriminate turtling these days from an irre-
sistible commercial incentive. Turtle meat sell
real well and dear.

We deem this as an alarming trend from the
point of view of bio-diversity. Unless the authori-
ties wake up now, very soon we might run into a
situation where many varieties of turtles may
simply go extinct from our water. It seems the time
has come for tightening the relevant laws; con-
stant vigilance should also be maintained for their
strict enforcement. If need be the extant export
quota should be reviewed in consultation with the
agencies committed to the cause of conservation.

It is indeed a pity that in a country where the
demand for turtle meat is naturally scaled down
through religious prohibition for the majority
population, this long-living harmless repti-
les have to come under such a devouring rage of

greed.
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PM Faces Public: !—I
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AST Monday, Prime Min-

ister (PM) Sheikh Hasina

appeared on the television
and lub%actcd herself to a volley
of hard-hitting, nerve-wrecking
questions from a group of inde-
pendent panelists, randomly
selected participants and phone
calls. It was, perhaps, an in-
domitable courage on her
given the indubitable fact that
never ever in our history any
head of state or of government
chose to be cross fired and cross
examined, The most powerful
rulers often appeared the most
coward to face the public. How-
ever, another programme of
this kind with the was also
shown before. But that was |l
managed and, allegedly, cooked
to some extent.

That a PM can or should face
public questions or be answer-
able to the public is usually not
something that the people of
Bangladesh could expect to wit-
ness. Our rulers (be elected or
self-installed), alle?adly, care
very little for public opinion
and dare not to face them. Ac-
countability and transparency
— pillars of democracy as they
are called — are thus lost in the
first stroke. So, when the PM
chose to face the public, quite
expectedly, throng of the mil-
lions — rural and urban — could
be in evidence before TV sets to
watch her and her performance.

announcement, there

F has been some discu-

ssion regarding the desirability
of full currency convertibility
in Bangladesh. The Taka is now
convertible in current account
only. The government has yet to
make the currency convertible
on the capital account. One of
the ultimate objective of
exchange rate liberalization is
to make the domestic currency
fully convertible so that the
economy can attract cheap

foreign capital.

The question that needs to be
asked at this point is how de-
sirable is it to make the Taka
convertible on the capital ac-
count. I would argue that, ‘?vcm
the current economic condition
in Bangladesh, full currenc
convertibility is not a viable
option. Such convertibility re-
quires, among others, a reason-
ably developed financial sector,

OLLOWING the budget

There is no doubt that despite heavy controls by successive

allmark and Landmark

BTV sometimes click with some

good programmes and the programme that we talk about is one of them.

We can only hope that the PM
could make herself available at
a regular interval.
ut in the realm of account-
ability and transparency, the
presence of the PM on such oc-
casion fills in only a part of the
existing gap. The other part
owes to the leader of the nEepoai—
tion who is supposed to
less accountable to the public
than the PM. As the PM had to
swallow tough questions on her
vernment's activities over the
ast one year, by the same rea-
soning, the leader of the oppo-
sition should also provide us an
overall account of the activities
of her during the last one
year. Since the parliament de-
cides the fate of the nation, the
opposition bench in the par-
liament also, to an extent,
shares the blame or credit for
the bad or fate of the na-
tion. We think that Sheikh
Hasina's consecutive appear-
ance, including the pre-election
one, to the public through TV
cross-fire imposed a democratic
obligation on Begum Khaleda
Zla to follow the suit otherwise,
we think she may lose her
credibility. The leader of the
opposition should pause and

realize for a moment how her-
self and her party lost by her
not attending the pre-election
TV show. On the other hand,
this is the only way that Begum
Khaleda Zia can reach the mil-
lions effectively with her bas-
ket of allegations against Lhe
governiment Hope she does not
miss the train this time.

How was the programme on
Monday? To put it simply, it
was far better than the earlier
one. The PM appeared very con-

past so often. These two limita-
tions, seemingly, often robbed
her of her more i t time
to be allocated to provide more
quantitative defence in her an-
swers. However, about the
overall improvement of the
show, we would like to lay the
following suggestions for con-
sideration.

First, in the event that the
leader of the opposition also
agrees to continue to make her
presence on such occasions, the

Beneath the Surface |

by Abdul Bayfs

tident, she accepted some of the
mistakes and ingeniously faced
the questions from the ch.
In fact, her presence of mind
and few witty replies also im-
pressed us. However, the PM
could, puasiblﬁ_ improve fur-
ther by not taking larger time
in landing on the point in ques-
tion and by not narrating the

PM should be cross-fired by a
panel mostly drawn from op-

sition camps (BNP, Workers

arty, Jatiya Party, Commu-
nist Party etc). On the other
hand the leader of tht:‘;})ponl-
tion should be cross-fi by a
panel from government sup-

porters. The size of the Panel
should be such that at least two

would be drawn from those who
are known to be relatively non
partisan (like The Daily Star
editor Mahfuz Anam who is

ually loved or hated by both
eEﬁ“lF" and AL depending on the
type of the comments he makes
in his newspaper). Second, the
members of the panel should be
different for different pro-
grt_amml:la. That is, :am:l P
o e in the el s
naﬁ:ucp set for thﬁu or the
leader of the opposition all the
time.

Third, instead of the
programme wider and time
consuming, the show should be
cast in terms of sectors. For ex-
ample, the PM or the leader of
the opposition could face ques-
tions on ulture on a par-
ticular day while on industry
on another day. And in these
sectoral questions, they could
be assisted by their respective
aides.

Fourth, why only the PM?
We think that Cabinet Minis-
ters should also make their
presence and be cross exam-
ined. But the of the pro-
gramme should be a different
one. For example, a particular
Minister and the Secretary of

Should Taka be Made Fully Convertible?

by Dr A R Chowdhury

Given the political, social, and economic linkages being established by the present
coundtries in this region, it would only be prudent that the government

those undertaken by our economic partners.

government with various
follow policies which are consistent with

T ————

a mature capital market and an
efficient banking sector. None
of these conditions are cur-
rently present in our economy.
It would take a significant
amount of time for the economy
to develop the necessary safe-
guards against the ne%alive
shocks associated with full cur-
rency convertibility. In the ab-
sence of such safeguards,
Bangladesh can face the same
unpleasant economic problems
enced in several other de-
veloping countries who em-
barked on a similar path of full
currency convertibility.
The immediate task of the
overnment would be two-fold.

irst. to initiate a process by

which the necessary conditions
for introducing full currency
convertibility could be estab-
lished. This would understand-
ably be a long-term process.
Second, to manage the exchange
rate in the interim period.

Now the policy issues relat-
ing to the management of the
exchange rate in the years to
come. Such an exchange rate
policy should facilitate the in-
flow of foreign capital as well as
raise the level of domestic eco-
nomic activity. In other words.
the policy should be pragmatic
as well as transparent. This
would not only establish the
credibility of the government in

-
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Punish the wife-

killers

Sir, According to a report
released by the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA) on May 28, 1997, up to
50 per cent of the murders
committed in Bangladesh are
due to husbands' violence
against their wives.

We are appalled and greatly
distressed by this disclosure.

What a horrible destiny for
women! Home is considered as a
safe place for one but it seems
that women are not lucky in
that sense, as many a times a
grim fate awaits them there.

We often hear of women be-
ing murdered indiscriminately
by their husbands, but being

unished for it is very rare,.

hat is why husbands do not
hesitate to commit this heinous
crimes.

These days, women are pass-
ing through a very insecure
time — they are not safe any-
where. They are becoming vic-
tims of murder, rape and acid
burns, even small girls are not
spared from these extreme hor-
rifying experiences.

The government must take
the matter seriously and do al-

most to protect women — they
have a right to lead a life free
from fear and anxiety.

We hope the government will
give highest priority to ensure
protection to the women of our

country and will make their
lives worth living.
NurJahan
East Nasirabad,
Chittagong
Polluted Dhaka city

Sir, Few days back, BBC tele-
cast the live scenes of polluted
Dhaka city under caption
"Dhaka is the worst polluted
city in the world". Few months
back, similar news item was
also published in a vernacular
daily. We all are now worried
about this problem and its dan-
geruus COMSEequeEnces on our

aily life. The government has
also set up a separate ministry
to deal with this problem. But
so far no positive steps are
taken to cure this civic problem.
I think the following steps are
imPerative to fight against
pollution.

1) Bangladesh is the thickest
populated country in the world
and so is the Dhaka city. Urban
population must be kept within
certain limit. Uncontrolled and
excess population is itself a ma-
jor factor of pollution. Influx of

innumerable rural people and
their free-style living in the ci
must be stopped. Growth an

expansion of slum must be
checked. Open toilets here and
there must be stopped.

2) City's clogged and defec-
tive sewerage system should be
made serviceable to stop flow-
ing of raw sewerage water in the
drains.

3] Vehicles emitting black
smoke must be kept off of the
road and two-stroke vehicles

[scootter and tempo) should be
gradually withdrawn from
city's road.

4) Industrial discharges
(water, liguid waste, chemical
wash off) should not be allowed
to drain off in the natural water
flow before neutrulising in the
reservoirs within the factory
premises. The effluent indus-
trial gases must be neutralised
before releasing in the atmo-
sphere as practised in all the
industrial countries. Mush-
room growth of any type of in-
dustrial units within the resi-
dential areas must be restricted.

5) The government should
enact a broad-based pollution

" law without further delay after

consulting similar legislation
of other countries.

Pollution is now considered
as the major disturbing factor
in living comfortably all over
the world. Both the developed
and developing countries of the
world have been taking neces-
sary precautionary measures Lo
curb pollution. Our problem is
now at its worst, and unless we
are serious to stop pollution, a
painful future awaits for our fu-
ture generation.

Al-haj MA Jalil
372/B, Khilgoan, Dhaka.

We fail to understand

Sir, "This strange but true:
for truth is always strange, —
Stranger than fiction," wrote
Byron in Don Juan

We are bewildered and ap-
palled to use some prevailing
trends. Our questions are: why
gruesome murders are cominit-
ted, why acid is thrown on
women by men, why 'illegal toll
tax' is collected by mastans,
why 1800 rich men are apa-
thetic and unwilling to refund
Taka 13,000 crore they took
loan from banks, why there is
no discipline, no punctuality
and no efficiency in govern-
ment offices and public sector
corporations, why there is sys-
tems loss, why there are red-
tapism and corruption in the
government offices and public
sector corporations, why there
is smliﬁgling and flight of capi-
tal in the name of market econ-
omy, why people are being ad-
dicted to foreign drugs, why we
are being deprived of our right-
ful share of the Ganges water,
why we are bereft of our owner-
ship of Tin Bigha and Talpatty,
why are we being hit by flood,
cyclone, drought, tidal surge
and river erosion round the
year, why there are misuse,
abuse of power and misappro-
priation of public money, why
there are traffic jams, deterio-
rating law and order situation,
why there are no accountability
and transparency in govern-
ment offices and public sector
corporations, why handful of
rich people are getting richer
and vast majority of poor peo-
ple are getting poorer day by
day, why there are no proper
medicare., housing and educa-
tion arrangements, why there is
no job opportunity in the coun-

try. why thousands of cases are
pending with our judicial courts
for years together?

O. H Kabir
6 Hair Street,
Wari., Dhaka

Woman and Children

Affairs Ministry

Sri, The Women and the
Children Affairs Ministry was
formed in 1972 by Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man for the welfare of the
woman and the children in our
war-ravaged country.

It is surprised to learn that
there are only 22 District Wom-
ens' Affairs Officers who are

performing the duty for total 64 |

districts and there are only. 136
Thana Womens' Affairs Officers
covering total 470 thanas in our
country.

It is very difficult for them to
carry on their duties smoothly.

The posts of Deputy Direc-
tors Womens' Affairs in the Di-
visional headquarters has not
yet been created. The creation of
the said posts are most essential
to supervise official works in
the respective divisional areas.

It is imperative to create the
posts of Deputy Directors at the
Divisional Headquarters, to
appoint more Districts Wom-
ens’ Affairs Officers in all dis-
tricts and more Thana Women'
Affairs Officers in all thanas to
pave the way for performing the
official duties properly.

I, on behalf of the women of
the country, earnestly request
our government led by Banga-
bandhu's daughter Sheikh
Hasina to look into the matter
and solve the aforesaid prob-
lems at earliest convenience.

Begum Fatema Ali
Rajshahi.

Condolences from the
Himalayan students

Sir, We the Nepalese students
studying in the various institu-
tions of Bangladesh express our
shock and profound grief over
the loss of valuable lives and
extensive damage to the proper-
ties caused by severe cyclone
over Chittagong, Cox's Bazar
Moheskhali, St." Martin, Tek-
naf, Sandwip, Noakhali, Bhola,
Baneskhali, Kutubdia, Ukhia,
Barisal, Patuakhali, Barguna,
Laxmipur and other affected ar-
eas,
We are deeply saddened by
the havoc caused by this tragic
calamity for which I feel so
much aggrieved [ cannot ex-

ress my sorrows in words. On

half of all the students study-
ing here as well as the whole the
nation of Nepal I would like to
express our heartfelt condo-
lences and sympathies to the
bereaved families.

I, along with my fellow stu-
dents and the whole country,
pray to Almighty to give
strength and will power to over-
come the havoc caused by this
tragic incident, especially to
those who lost their near and
dear ones, as well as their prop-
erties. | am very optimist that
the havoc caused by the devas-
tating cyclone will be over-
comed bly the courageous people
of Bangladesh, especially those
who were affected.

Sanjib Rajbhandary
International Hostel
University of Dhaka.

Asia,

maintaining the real value of
Taka, but also help in its ini-
tiative in eventually making
the Taka fully convertible.

Currently, a downward gres-
sure on the value of Taka
clearly exists. This can be at-
tributed, among others, to the
rising cost of production due to
the inflationary pressure in the
economy, the large amount of
bad loans in the banking sector,
and the subsidies provided to
the state-owned banks and en-
terprises. However, a devalua-
tion would not only be politi-
cally undesirable but would
also undermine the foreign ex-
change reform that has been
initiated during the last several
years.

Given this background, a
possible scenario would be the

adoption of the 'managed
floating' system the govern-
ment. This would be done while

the government is preparing for
full currency convertibility.
The '‘'managed floating system
is currently practiced in sev-
eral developing countries In-
cluding Singapore.
Under this system. the

| Bangladesh Bank could an-
nounce a target rate of change of

Taka over a given period, say,
one fiscal year. For instance,
given the current economic
condition in Bangladesh, the
Bank could announce a certain
per cent depreciation during the
1997-98 fiscal year. Major eco-
nomic indicators, such as, trade
balance, domestic inflation
rate, growth rate of economic
activity, etc. can be used to set
the target rate.

By aligning the currency
with the underlying economic
fundamentals in the country,
which are transparent to both
policy makers and investors,
the Bangladesh Bank would be
able to negate any upward or
downward pressure on the value
of Taka. Such policy would also
reflect the flexibility of the ex-
change rate policy. This, among
others, would help to discourage
foreign investments that are
purely aimed at arbitrage op-

rtunities. Moreover, the regu-
ar review of the external value
of Taka would help to minimize
the shocks to the country when
and if the Bangladesh Bank de~
cides to adjust the target rate.

During the fiscal year, the
Bangladesh Bank would main-
tain a stable Taka by letting the

the Ministry should be
tioned by one or two

selected renowned journalists
and leave the floor open to the

pubdic.
Fifth, the of audi-
ence in the hall should be

stopped. Because that makes
management difficuit and also.

in the face of influx of support-
ers, makes the less
credible. We think that the PM
should face a limited number of
uestions from and then
rest from the phone calls
which could be the most ran-
domly selected. In the selection
from phone calls two
from each Division could be
entertained so that it ts
not only Dhaka people also
others.

We hope that the authorities
would our into

mer cognizance. There is no
doubt that despite heavy con-
trols by successive govern-
ments, BTV sometimes click
with some good programmes
and the programme that we
talked about so is one of
them. We thank for that.
We also thank the PM and her
government for ha decided
to face the public. This is one of
the most important demands of
the civil society. It is an impor-
tant plank of acy. It is a
hallmark and a landmark.

currency fluctuate within a
narrow band. During periods
when the change in the value of
Taka rises above the target
range, the Bangladesh Bank
would respond by selling Taka
and buying foreign currency in
the foreign exchange mml-:zct.
On the other hand. the Bank
would buy Taka and sell foreign
currency anytime the change in
the value of Taka falls below
the target range.

Policy authorities in a num-
ber of countries in the Asia Pa-
cific Region, such as, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and China, have ei-
ther adopted the 'manage float-
ing’ system or are seriously
considering its adoption. Given
the political, social, and eco-

nomic linkages being estab-
lished by the present govern-
ment with various countries in
this region, it would only be
rudent that the government
ollow policies which are con-
sistent with those undertaken
by our economic partners.

The Ministry of Finance and
the Bangladesh Bank can ex-
plore the possibility of initiat-
ing such an exch rate pol-
icy as a prelude to the full con-
vertibility of Taka, which for
all practical purposes is not
likely to happen within the
next few years. .

The writer {s an Associate
Prqofessor of Economics at .
Marquette University. Wiscon-
sin, USA.

New US Thinking on Indo-Pak Conflicts

by Sayed Eqgbal Rezvi

In fact, by promoting meaningful economic relations with India_ and Pakistan, the
United States can create suitable conditions whereby the intensity of the nuclear

issue could be reduced.

RESIDENT Bill Clinton
in a new report to the US
Congress on May 20 said

that he would place the US

relationships with India and
Pakistan on their own
individual merits and reflect
the full weight and range of US
strategic, political and eco-
nomic interests in each coun-
try. In addition he said, "We
seek to work closely with the
regional countries to stem the
flow of illegal drugs from South
most mnotably from
Afghanistan. The report titled
"A national security strategy
for a new century” is a slim an-
nual strategy report with a new
title as the 21st century is
steadily approaching. The re-
port indicated that the sudden
interest in the region was
linked to its new status as a
leading emerging market.

The US Secretary of State
Madelaine Albright while wel-
coming Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister Gohar Ayub Khan on May
20 in Washington remarked
that there were some potential
progress on Kashmir adding, "It
is very important for the parties
themselves to engage in a
dialogue." Albright said a his-
toric summit between the lead-
ers of India and Pakistan in
Male on May 12 was an impor-
tant step. The talks were very
important and useful and may
be moving the process for a dia-
logue forward.

There is no iota of doubt that
in the last two years or so, the
United States has taken a new
position on the South Asian se-
curity matters. From a policy of
ambiguity and indifference
pursued during the major part
of the Cold War years, Washing-
ton has begun to realise the
need for a policy based on con-
structive engagement in India
and Pakistan. This perhaps
prompted the formulation ol a
task force by the Council on
Foreign Relations, New York. In
early 1997 the task force sub-
mitted its report under the
heading "A New US Policy To-
ward India and Pakistan.”
However, the task force report
of 1997 is significant in the
sense that it has 16 pages of ad-
ditional and dissenting views,

In the introductory part of
the report there is an executive
summary followed by the his-
torical description ﬂrlndt}vPak
conflicts and policy recom-
mendations. The report has
been prepared in such a manner
that the policy-makers in
Washington will have little
problem in dealing with the

complicated nature of Indo-Pak
conflicts, namely the issue of
nuclear proliferation and the

Kashmir dispute.,

The report clearly accepts
the failure of the US non-pro-
liferation pnlicy in South Asia
by sa that, "despite US non-
proliferation efforts, both India
and Pakistan have become de
facto nuclear weapon-capable
states and show no sign of
changing course. Such be-
haviour has triggered US sanc-
tions, which in turn have con-
stricted US bilateral relation-
ships with both countries. This
is unfortunate, because the cur-
rent situation calls for more,
rather than less, US engage-
ment. For increased engage-
ment to occur, however there
needs to be an understandin
across both the executive an
legislative branches of the US
government that reversing
these countries' de facto nuclear
weapons status is currently ex-
tremely important.” The ques-
tion is: what the United States
should do in order to cope with
the nuclear impasse in South
Asia? Should it accept nuclear
programmes of India and Pak-
istan as a fait accompli or
should it launch initiatives
aimed at softening the hardline
Indo-Pakistan policies? The
report suggests that, "in the
non-proliferation arena, US
policy should focus, instead, on
establishing a more stable and
sustainable plateau for India
and Pakistan nuclear relations.
This would involve concentrat-
ing on persuading both coun-
tries to refrain from testing nu-
clear explosives, dejaluying nu-
clear weapons, and exporting
nuclear weapon or missile re-
lated material. technology, or
expertise. The United States
should also urge both countries
to refrain from missile de-
ployment and cease unsafe-
guarded Pruductiun of fissile
material.’

In fact, by promoting mean-
ingful economic relations with
India and Pakistan, the United
States can create suitable con-
ditions whereby the intensity of
the nuclear issue could be re-
duced. This would require
closer Indo-US relation based
on shared values and institu-
tions, economic collaboration
including enhanced trade and
investment and so forth. As far
as Pakistan is concerned, the
report suggests that Washington
should work to restore normal
and close working relations
with Pakistan. This would re-
quire providing credits for

trade and investment; coopera-
tion on energy related issues;
helping in debt reduction or
wrigging off, providing aid to
support social welfare, eco-
nomic modernistion, privatisa-

tion, and the reform of tax, elec-
toral, and development mech-
anisms which could promote
Pakistan's political and eco-
nomic stability.

The most important point
which has been stressed in the
Council of Foreign Relations
Task Force Report is better es-
tablishment of links with the
Pakistan military. The reason
is, in the absence of a closer re-
lationship between American
and Pakistani militaries,
Washington will lose its influ-
ence and leverage which it has
so far enjo in GHQ. The re-
port also suggests that the In-
ternational Military Education
and Training (IM should be
extended to help keep Pak-
istan's armed forces profes-
sional and linked to the West.
In this regard, the US should
also consider the resumption of
limited conventional arms
sales to Pakistan provided such
a step doesn't contribute to Pak-
istan's nuclear weapons Bru-
grammes or delivery capabili-
ties or undertake to alter the
military balance in South Asia.

As far as the Kashmir dis-

ute is concerned, the report

as expressed its helplessness
in offering any solution or im-
provement. The reason for pes-
simism expressed in the report
about Kashmir is based on the
argument that the United States
enjoys no great deal of leverage
over India and Pakistan and
hence it is not in a tion to
change things for the better.
That, time is not ripe for the
United States to launch a major
initiative on Kashmir. How-
ever, Washington's interest in
India and Pakistan could best
be served by working with other
governments on a step by ste
approach toward a series o
practical interim objectives,
rather than “ﬂnt?ll EHEE 'lI‘he
report suggests the me ology
for the step by step approach by
establishing an international
contact group which should en-

age in quiet, multilateral
ﬁ.\p omacy for easing tension in
the

mmﬁ:ﬂu and analyses dis-
cussed in the report reflect a
new American thinking based
on the post-Cold War realities
in South Asia. It is yet to be seen
how the United States will
transform its objectives in
South Asia into a reality. Bul

one thing is certain: Washing-
ton has learned lessons from its
failures in its South Asia policy
and the Council on Foreign Re-
lations is aimed to deal
with the Indo-Pakistan con-
flicts from a fresh approach de-
spite regional security compli-
cations.




