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Manikganj bypolls
Restriction on
movement of

vehicles from
midnight tonight

Movement of motorcycle,
babytaxi, microbus, jeep, pick-
up, mechanised boat and speed-
boat has been banned for 54
hours in Manikganj-3 con-
stituency where byelection will
be held on June 30, reports
UNB.

The ban will be effective
from midnight tonight to 6 am
on July 1, said an Election
Commission (EC) press release.

The restriction will, how-
ever, not be applicable for the
vehicles playifig on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway that runs
through the constituency.

Vehicles carrying contesti
candidates, valid identity car
holders, election agents, local
and foreign journalists, ob-
servers, election officials and
employees, and law enforcers
wilFalm be exempted from the
restriction.

Besides, ambulance and
other vehicles ed in emer-
gency services like fire service,
electricity and gas, will remain
outside the purview of the ban.

See Page 12 Col 7

AL urges admn
to play neutral
role in bypolls

AL presidium member Abdul
Mannan MP, yesterday said,
his party will protect the hard-
earned democracy and fran-

chise of people at any cost, re-
ports Bsgoo

Mannan was addressing a
series of roadside rallies as part
of Awami League's election
campaign in Manikganj-3 con-
stituency.
He urged all concerned in-
cluding the administration to
play a neutral role in the forth-
coming election. He said, those
who rigged polls in the past are
planning to do so again and en-
gaging themselves in conspir-
acy.
CFMannm urged the people to
vote for the AL candidate to up-
hold the image of the u::l::n..ml.r?r
and to ensure the flow of devel-
opment.
Awami leaders
“wMukul Bose, Alamgir Kumkum,
Siddiqur Rouf Khan, Prof Fa-

' Zlul Hugq, party candidate Alhaj
Col. (retd) Abdul Malek also
spoke at the rallies.

Dhaka reaffirms
support to
Palestinians

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has reaffirmed Ban-
gladesh's unreserved support
and total commitment for the
just cause of the Palestinian
people's right to a separate in-
dcpnndenl;gl;]nmclan , reports
UNB

League

Ina message on the occasion
of 30th annivers of the ille-
occupation of the city of Al-

8 Al-Sharif (Jerusalem), she
regretted that Israel had kept
the city of Al-Quds Al-Sharif
under its illegal occupation
since June 28, 1&7.

Hasina condemned the an-
nexation of the holy city by Is-
rael and the illegal measures
and practices such as confisca-
tion of land and property, es-
tablishment of Jewish settle-
ments. demolition of Pales-
tinian homes, profanation of
Islamic and Christian holy

laces, and obstruction of the
reedom of worship.

She also condemned execu-
tion of excavation works, open-
ing of tunnels, withdrawal of
identity documents from the
Palestinian inhabitants of Al-
Quds. isolation of the city from
Arab environment and imposi-

See Page 12 Col 5

— Inside Today
Article

PM Faces Public:

Hallmark and
Landmark

Column : Beneath the

Folklore Festival.

Baul songs being presented at

1404 BS.

el

ik

DHAKA

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1997

the Shilpakala Academy in th

e city on the fourth day yesterday of the National

— Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

@The Baily Star

ASHAR 14 SAFAR 21 1418 HIJRI

17 killed,

in three road
accidents

Seventeen people were killed
and 100 others injured in three
separate road accidents in My-

yesterday morning, report
agencies.
According to UNB, nine peo-

ple were killed and 85 injured
when a truck overturned on
Mymensingh-Kishoreganj road

Mymensingh district, police
and hospital sources said.

They said the truck was car-
rying about 150 people from
Iswarganj to the district head-
quarters. Most of the passen-
gers were candidates for a writ-
ten test to recruit government
primary school teachers.

Witnesses said the over-
loaded truck being driven by a
"helper” skidded olif a bridge at
Shibpur in the morning. Four
Fassengers died on the spot and
ive on way to Mymensingh
Medical ollege Hospital
(MMCH].

Of the injured. 65 were ad-
mitted to MMCH and 20 to
Iswarganj thana health com-

mensingh, Magura and Comilla

at Shibpur in Gourlpur thana of

100 hurt

plex. Two critically injured

passengers, Kamal and Say- -

eedul. were sent to Dhaka.

The dead were identified as
Jalal, 29, Amiruddin 60, Atiqur
Rahman 18, Manik Mia, 22,
Abu Taher 27, AKM Golam
Sarwar, 30, Sheikh Shafiqul Is-
lam, 25, Lutfar Rahmam, 21 and
Nurul Islam 30.

The bodies were sent to the
MMCH morgue for autopsy. A
case was liled with Gouripur
thana in this connection.

In Magura, five people were
killed ang eight others injured
in a collision between a passen-
ger bus and a private car at
Ramnagar on the Jhenidah-
Dhaka highway.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at about 10 am when the

rivate car of a bridal party
rom Darshana collided head
on with a Khulna-bound bus,
killing five passengers of the
car on the spot.

Four microbuses were also

in the motorcade of the bridal.

party which was going to
See Page 12 Col 6

PCJSS fronts split over

- proposed peace deal

By Shehab Ahmed and Nurul Alam

Cracks are appearing in the
front organisations of the Par-
battya Chattagram Janasang-
hati Samity (PCJSS), the politi-
cal wing of the Shantibahini,
casting a shadow on the

rospects for peace in the trou-
Bled hills of Chittagong.

According to re&:»orts Pahari
Chhatra Parishad (PCP), the
students' wing of the PCJSS has
split, reflecting the schism in
the ranks of the Shantibahini,
the military wing of the PCJSS,
on the proposed peace deal the
organisation is slated to sign
with the government next
month.

The militant faction of the
PCISS which canie into being”
on May 4, 1989 as a front organ-
isation to rally tribal students
had always been in the fore-
front of its activities, pressing
for a self-ruled Jummaland for

“otirindriyo

the tribes people. It also served
as a recruiting ground for the
Shantibahini.

But the militants threw their
lot with the hardliners in
Shantibahini who are sceptical
about the talks between the gov-
ernment and the PCJSS, which
received a fresh impetus after
the Awarni I..eaguigﬂvernment
revived the peace fiegotiations,
reconstituting the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) in October last
year.

Chief Whip of Parliament
Abul Hasnat Abdullah heads
the committee while the PCJSS
team is led by its supremo Jy-

alias Shantu Larma.

They announced on May 14
in Dhaka after four days of in-
tensive negotiations that they
agreed on signing a peace accord

to end decades of insurgency in
the CHT.

Though the accord was ex-
pected to be signed on June 25 in
Dhaka the final round of talks
to sign the deal had been
shifted to July 14.

A truce holding since August
1992, had also been extended
until September 30.

But Sanchoy Chakma is
currently reported to be travel-
ling in the hills and valleys of
CHT, assessing the tribes peo-

le's mood on the peace deal. In
eaflets and posters, he publicly
denounced the PCJSS leaders
for flouting what he said the
demand for $otal autonomy for
CHT-.and opting for. a regional
council with wide authority for
running the local government.

Recently, he made an
abortive attempt to meet

See Page 12 Col 4

ODA loan package

Japan to give Tk 578cr
for three projects

Bangladesh will receive
15.252 billion yen, equivalent
to Tk 587 crore from Japan un-
der the ODA Loan Package 97
for implementation of three
important projects in the coun-
try, reports UNB.

An agreement to this effect
was signed in Dhaka yesterday
morning.

The mljects to be financed
under the loan assistance are :
Jamuna Bridge Access Roads
Project (Tk 235 crore), Paksey
Bridge Construction Project

hase 1 (Tk 330 crore), and
R‘ara}ran ganj-Narsingdi Flood
Protection and Irrigation Pro-
ject (Engineering Services) Tk
13 crore.

Japan has resumed loans to
Bangladesh after a gap of about
two vyears since the last
Japanese Overseas Develop-
ment Assistance (ODA) to
nggladesh was signed in June
1

Officials said the loan assis-
tance would carry an interest of
one per cent per annum with a
repayment period of 30 years,
including a grace period of 10
years. The procurement on the

projects is generally untied.
he Jamuna Bridge Access
Roads Project is designed to up-
Eradt the conditions of about 67
ilometres road between Joy-
devpur and Tangail by improv-
ing the road alignment, widen-
ing the road and bridges, and
strengthening the pavement.

The main purpose of this
project is to cope with the dras-
tic increase of traffic expected
after the completion of Jamuna
Multi-purpose Bridge, sched-
uled for June 1998, thereby en-
suring smooth flow of increas-
ing transportation between
Dhaka and the areas west of
Jamuna river.

On the basis of the engineer-
ing service executed by
Japanese loan in 1995, the gov-
ernment of Ja has decided
to provide a loan for the con-
struction of Paksey Bridge
(phase 1) in the current fiscal.

The loan is to be provided
over several years, and in the
initial phase in the current fis-
cal year 8.707 billion yen (Tk
330 crore approx.) is committed.

The bridge, when completed,

See Pape 12 Col 4

Biman crew's death

CID interrogates
Dhaka jail
inmates

CID investigators yesterday
interrogated some inmates of
the Dhaka Central Jail in con-
nection with the death of Biman
crew Nuruzzaman Sharif,
reports UNB.

Officials said a team of the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment interrogated the pris-
oners who were in Tejgaon
thana custody while Sharil was
on remand there on June 14 and
15.

However, the prisoners were
learnt to have made contradic-
tory statements regarding al-

leged torture on Sharif in police
custody.

Sharif and one Monir were
arrested for their alleged tres-
pass on the Prime Minister's
Secretariat compound on June
13. He died on June 16 after he
was granted bail by the court.

A sub-inspector of Tejgaon
thana, Sakhawat, was Sus-
pended and closed to Ra arbagh
police line after a murder case

was filed by police in connec-

tion with the death of Sharif.

Gasfield fire

*Statements by
contractors

contradictory’
By Mizan Ali

The inguiry committee
formed by the government to
investigate the causes of the ex-
plosion leading to a fire at the
Magurchhara drilling site
found 'contradictions’' in the
statements given by various
contractors involved in the
drilling, according to sources
close to the committee.

Officials of the US company
Occidental Ltd., which was
awarded the contract for explo-
ration of hydrocarbon, when
contacted at their office in
Dhaka declined to make any
comment in this regard.

See Page 12 Col 1

‘Train service in.
Sylhet to

resume SOOIl

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET. .lune 27: The au-
thorities ol Banpladesh Rail-
way are yet to take a decision on
resumption of train service in
Srimangal-Sylhet section.

When contacted, railway of-
ficials now staying at Sriman-
gal said tonight that, repair
work on the 1500-metre dam-
aged portion of rail track had
been done and a goods train was
put on a trial run on the track.

The authorities are hopeful
of resuming the train service
within a day or two, an official
said. But officials of Occidental
were not allowing resumption
of the service immediately, he
said. The Occidental was sug-
gesting experimental running
of goods trains for at least two

See Page 12 Col 7

Countrywide SKOP
strike on July 30

The Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP)}, an al-
liance of labour bodies, will
enforce a 24-hour countrywide
strike on July 30 to press home
its eight-point demand, reports

The agitational programme
was finalised at a meeting of
SKOP leaders in the city yester-
day following the recommen-
dations of June 25 national
convention.

The planned strike would be
preceded by other‘action pro-

See Page 12 ol 5

Detective police yesterday
recovered a rocket launcher, its
shell and a gun from a house in
Arambagh area under Moti-
jheel thana in the city early
yesterday.

Police said they had arrested
four persons from North Jatra-
bari area a couple of hours be-
fore the recovery. Acting on the
confessional statements of
three of them, a team from the
Detective Branch raided the
house and seized the 'impro-
vised launcher'.

Police claimed that this was
the [irst recovery of such kind
of firearm in the Dhaka
metropolitan area.

The arrested persons were

alias Lalu and his accomplices
Sultan. Rasel and Khabir Ud-
din. Ismail was wanted in sev-
eral murder and mugging cases.

A case was filed with Moti-

identified- -as  lamail, Hossain -

Rocket launcher seized
in city: 4 arrested

By Staff Correspondent

jheel thana and police were in-
terrogating the arrested men.

BSS adds: Police said the ar-
rested persons will be produced
before the Chief Metropolilan
Magistrate's Court (CMM) today
for remand. They suspected that
the arrested persons might be
the members of an organised
gang of illegal arms tratlickers.

Another team of Sutrapur
police arrested three snatchers
Abu Bakar, Zahirul Islam and
Mishir Ali from Rajdhani Su-
per Market area yesterday
morning when they attempted
to snatch money and belong-
ings from a rickshaw passenger.

Police recovered a dagger
from their possession. Pedes:
trians of‘the aréd beat up the
snatchers.

Separate cases were regis-
tered with respective police sta-
tions.

Bangladesh will host two
international cricket tourna-
ments — seventh Asia Cup and a
triangular meet —. before the
home team goes to England for
its maiden World Cup appear-
ance.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
president, who has been elected
a member of the newly formed
12-member 1CC executive
committee, said this while
briefing the press in the city
yesterday about the ICC annual
conference held in London re-
cently.

Saber, also a Member of the
Parliament. said the seventh
Asia Cup which will involve
three Test playing nations —
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
— and the ACC Trophy winners,
would be held either in Febru-
ary or March of 1999.

Before the Asia Cup, a three-
nation tourney will be held in
Dhaka from January 10 to 21
next year next year. Besides
hosts Bangladesh, who earned
one-day status in the ICC meet-
ing this month, the arch-rivals
India and Pakistan will feature
in this meet.

Dhéka to host 3-nation
meet, 7th Asia Cup

Sports Reporter

The tournament will be held
in a round robin league format
with top two teams qualifying

for the three-match finals.
WorldTel, an international me-
dia concern which is sponsor-
ing Bangladesh team in the
forthcoming sixth Asia Cup
scheduled to be held in Colombo
next month, may get the TV
rights ol the triangular meet.
See Pape 12 Col 8

HK goes on ﬁve-y handover

HONG KONG, June 27: Many
Hong Kong residents will be see-
ing red after Monday — more of

the field of red and the five yel-
low stars that adorn the main-

Exgloration in 15 blocks
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BAPEX in nat'l interest'
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Depression

Heavy rain,
tidal surge
forecast

The monsoon depression
over northwest Bay and adjoin-
ing area moved northerly di-
rection and crossed West Bengal
coast of India near Sagar island
at 6 pm yesterday and now lies
as a land depression over
Gangetic West Bengal and ad-
JL?;IrE:;ng Bangladesh, reports

A Met Office special bulletin
says it is likely to move in a
north-easterly direction and
may weaken gradually.

Maritime ports of Chit-
tagong. Cox's Bazar and Mongla

. have been advised to keep

hoisted local cautionary signal
number three.

River ports of the districts of
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar, Noa-
khali, Comilla, Feni, Laxm-

See Page 12 Col 3

Flash flood
in Pabna

PABNA, June 27. Low-lying
areas in Sujanagar and Bera
thanas were submerged today
due to incessant rain and on-
rush of hilly water, affecting
nearly 5,000 people, reports
UNB.

According to Water Devel-
opment Board, 20 villages,
mostly in char areas, were in-
undated in last 24 hours till 10
am today, although the river
Jamuna was flowing below its
danger mark.

Officials said 500 acres of
croplands also went under flood %
water that rose by about 3 feet
during the period.

The worst affected villages
are Eha’khaﬁanj, Nazirganj,
Tatibandh, Ghugrapara, Nasir-
abad and Ahmedpur in Sujana-

ar thana and Bijoyganj.

ayanpur, Haturia, Nakalia,
Tarotia, Bherakhola, Roghu-
nath Nagarpur and Khanpura
in Bera thana.

Khmers selling
arms to Indian
insurgents?

AGARTALA, India, June 27:
Indian Defence Minister Mu-
layam Singh Yadav said yester-
day that Cambodia's Khmer
Rouge guerillas were selling
arms to separatist rebels oper-
ating in the remote northeast
region of the country, reports
Reuter,

"Indian government came to
know about the nexus between
northeast rebels and Cambo-
dian Khmer Rﬂulges guerillas fol-
lowing arrest of a few Indian
rebels in the northeast,” Yadav
told reporters in Agartala, capi-
tal of Tripura state.

See Page 12 Col 4

Quake damages
5000 houses

in Iran

DUBAI, June 27: A strong
earthquake which jolted north-
eastern Iran on Thursday dam-
aged about 5,000 houses in 50
villages, but there have been no
report of casualties, the official
Iranian news agency IRNA said
today, reports Reuter,

Mohammad-Hassan Es-

i maeel Nejad, deputy governor of

the provincial town of Qaen,
said about 100 homes had been
fﬂmplﬂlﬁﬁ' destroyed and the
arrest suklfered between 10 and
70 per cent damage, the agency
reported.

The earthquake near the
town of Qaen and Birjand killed
livestock and damaged health-

See Page 12 Col 3

75 arrested while

crossing border
at Benapole

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, June 27: The BDR
vesterday arrested 75 people in-
cluding some women and chil-
dren at Benapole while they
were crossing the border to en-
ter inte India, BDR said. ‘

Some articles made of cop-
per and bronze and gold were
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China's national flag will be
hoisted outsides designated
places in Hong Kong. Britain's
colonial arrangement did not

would negotiate lor.
Questioning transparency

and stability of the bidding pro-

cess, these companies said they

within the 15 blocks opened to
foreign companies for hydro-
carbon exploration and the step
was taken in national interest,

men. 21 women and 16 chil-
dren.
The arrested
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