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Weekend Tennis

Classic begins

today

Sports Reporter

.The Weekend Tennis Classic-
97, organised by the esh
Tennis Federation, will begin at
the National Tennis Complex
in Ramna today.

Eight Dhaka-based teams
are slated to take in tour-
nament, which will be l:[);ed
on weekly holidays — Fridays
and Saturdays. On the inaugu-
ral day, Engineers Club will
face O rs Club at Court One
while Gulshan Club will take on
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Commu-
nity Centre at Court Two.

TEAMS

Engineers Club, Officers
Club, Gulshan Club, Sher-e-
B a Nagar Community Cen-
tre, Dhaka Club, Nordic Club,
Mymensingh Club and Ameri-
can Club.

Khokon memorial

football

Sports Reporter

United Boys Club stormed
into the Khokon memorial Sil-
ver Cup football final with a 2-0
victory over Mamﬁlr Samaj
Kalyan Krira Sangha in the
second semifinal held at the
Motijheel T&T ground yester-
day afternoon.

In a one-side affair, Pradee
and Apu scored one goal eac
for the winners.

United Boys will take on

Ekata Sama yan S tha
in the July 1 final at the same
venue.

Peter to resume

prison term

MANHEIM, Germany, June
26: Peter Graf, father of German
tennis great Steffi Graf, will go
back to prison next month to
serve the remainder of his sen-
tence for fraud, the Mannheim
prosecutor’s office said Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

Prosecutor Horst Kuehner
refused to reveal exactly when
Graf would resume his sentence,

indicating it would be at the end
of July.

Graf, 58, was sentenced to
three years, nine months in
prison on Janu 24 but re-
mained free along with his
former tax adviser and co-de-
fendent Joaachim Eckardt
Pending appeals both by their
a and the prosecution.

th appeals were dropped

last week,
Graf to be ordered back to
prison from which he had been
released in November while
awaiting trial.

During his time awaiting
trial the courts systematically
rejected his pleas for condi-
tional release, citing fears that
he might abscond. K

..Given the 15 months that he
has already spent in custody,
and a remission for good be-
haviour, Graf would out of
jail again by September next

ear.

Eckardt, who was n two
years and six months in prison,
is due to resume his sentence at
the same time, Kuehner said.
Because of the 13 months he has
- already spent in prison, he may
only have to serve another six
months before being released.

paving the way for |

Chris, John on standard

WIMBLEDON,
June 26 (AP):
Chris Evert and
John McEnroe
_’_ took turns Wed-
nesday serving up
criticism of the top players and
the tennis establishment for
letting the sport sink in
larity.
pup"l‘lwu n}( the greatest players
in the history of the game and
g ——
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CHRIS EVERT

now commentators for NBC,
Evert and McEnroe spoke out
during a conference call as rain
pelted Wimbledon and wiped
out all but a few matches on the
third day.

"Right now, I'm not really
impressed with the standard” in
women's tennis, Evert said,
adding that having a 16-year-
old like Martina Hingis as the
No 1 player is "kind of scary."

Hingis is really the top
player "by default”, Evert con-
tended, because injuries have
sidelined Steffi Graf and slowed
down Monica Seles’' comeback
from the stabbing she suffered
in 1993.

The absence of exciting ri-
valries or charismatic Ameri-
can stars in tennis, Evert said,
is hurting the game in the
United States. So, too, is the
way tennis is promoted and

"We're still losing our best
athletes to other sports,” she
said. "It's still a rich man's
sport. Maybe the USTA should

a better job of funneling the
money they're giving out."

The USTA, which makes
tens of millions of dollars from
the US each year, has pre-
cious little to show for the
money it pours into its player
development programme or its
promotion of the sport.

“I'm personally embarrassed
by this sport.” McEnroe said.
"I'm embarrassed by the lack of
interest in tennis."

McEnroe called for an over-
haul of professional tennis,
using the NBA's marketinﬁ
strategy as a blueprint, and sai
players like Pete Sampras have
to take a leadership role in
changing the tour and not just
be content with raking in
money.

"In my humble opinion, we
need to bring more out in Pete,”
McEnroe said. "Pete can do
more things to say where the
game is headed. He can say this

me stinks and take responsi-

ility for changing it. We've got
to absolutely change the way
this sport is headed.”

Evert ripped Graf for "never
going to one (WTA) board meet-
ing" in her years as No 1.

Tennis is bigger in Europe
and Japan than it is in the

'United States, McEnroe said,

but "the game is going in the
wrong direction everywhere.”

The top players, he said,
aren't interested in changing
things because "they're ng
so much money” in a year-
round tour that's spread out
around the world. But the result
is few matches among the top
players, no current rivalries to
propel the game these days, and
no charismatic star like golf's
Tiger Woods.

"Ultimately. you have to
blame the players,” McEnroe
said. "But the (ranking) system
pushes them into playing tour-
naments.”

Players earn their rankings
based on their best 14 tourna-
ments over the past year. That

means that some clay court
players can get into Wimbledon,
maie money by lasting a few
rounds on grass, and not hurt
their rankings by losing early.

“There are players who have
no business playing in Wimble-
don,” McEnroe said.

One sign of the sport's un-
healthy state, McEnroe said, is
the fact that Andre Agassi is
pulling away from it, just as

Bjorn Borg did at a young age

and at the height of his career.
"The moment (Agassi] be-
came No 1. he (went) completely
in the wrong direction,” McEn-
roe said. "When Bjorn walked
away, that was a big blow.”

With Agassi sitting out the
Australian Open this year,
saying he wanted some time off,
and then the French and Wim-
bledon because of what he
claims is a wrist injury, tennis
lost the chance to capitalise on
what had been a brief but excit-
ing rivalry with Sampras.

Tennis
change" to renew excitement in
it, McEnroe said, though he
added, "I don't think anything
will be done."

Among the changes he said
are needed are an overhaul of
the schedule and a revamping of
the ranking system.

Sport

needs “drastic |

run. : ~

LAS VEGAS,
Nevada, June 26:
Evander Holyfield
is ready to cement
his status as the
dominant heavy
weight of the 1990s — and may
be beyond — with a second vic-

tory over the once-invincible
"iron" Mike Tyson, reports

- AFP,

Holyfield and Tyson meet
again on Saturday, seven and

one-half months after Holyfield

“stunned t

Lhoxing |
brutalizing n and stopping
him in the 11th round.

Holyfleld re ed the World
Boxing Association heavy-
weight title and he doesn't be-
lieve he'll have to give it back

. on Saturday.

"] have the ultimate respect .,
for Mike. And 1 have the ulti-
mate respect for myself,” Holy-
field said. "l look at this fight as
two guys who are the best of
their era, and it all comes down

' to how we handle pressure.

"I truly feel when it comes
down to talent, we are equally
talented, but | also know that
pressures bust fights. And I
think God for giving me peace of
mind in times of pressure, to
overcome pressure.”

Holyfield has long main-
tained that the mental and spir-
itual strength he derives from
his devout Christianity are as
crucial to him in the ring as his
physical skills.

But he has left nothing to

rid by ... chance. and sparri

Gary Bell says Hﬁm |

stronger and s now than
he was before the November
fight.

Most of the pressure this
timme around is on n, who
in November was knocked
down in the sixth round, bat-

tered in the 10th and finally.

stopped in the 11th.

Oft was a stunning upset for
Hul{Jﬂcld. Just past his 34th
birthday and thnught by most
to be putting at serious

BANGLADESH FREEDOM FIGHTERS' WELFARE TRUST
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ENGINEERING SECTION

88, MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA, DHAKA-1000.
Tender No. Prokhu/5/4/1/Turst/172

TENDER NOTICE

Dated : 26.06.97

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the VAT registration Cirtificate holder
experienced enlisted 1st class contractors of Govt./Semi-Govt./Autonomous
body for Construction of Administrative Building of Mimi chocolate Limited at 255,

Tejgaon, Dhaka.

2. The Tender documents could be purchased from the Finance Division of
Trust at 88, Motijheel C/A and from Office of the Divisional Commisoner, Dhaka
Division, Dhaka during office hours (2:30 p.m.) on any working day upto 9th
July '97 on payment of Tk. 1,000/- (One thousand) only (Non refundable).

3. The Tender will be received in the “Tender Box" kept at the office of Under
signed of above address Mimi Chocolate Ltd. at 255, Tejgaon, Administration
Division of B.F.F.W.T. at 257, Tejgaon, and Divisional Commisoner, Dhaka
Division, Dhaka upto 12.00 noon on 10th July ‘97 and will be opened at 12.15
p.m. on the same day in presence of the Tenderers if any.

4. Earnest Money at the rate of 2.50% (Two & half percent) of the quoted

price in the form of pay order/Bank draft from any

Schedule Bank of

Bangladesh in favour of Bangladesh Freedom Fighters' Welfare Trust is to be
furnished along with the Tender.

5. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Tenders
without assigning any reasons.

Hard Tak 1:00 BBC World

mu:mn-ﬁurm

Nine To Five 10-00 Urban

MANAGER (WORKS)
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Ild riding higher

risk against ;

Holyfield earned 11 million
dollars for the first fight, while
both the champion and Tyson,
who was an early 2-1 favouri-
ties will earn 30 million dollars
for Saturday's fight, plus some
proceeds from the pay-per-view
television earnings.

More importantly, with a
victory Holytield can lay to rest
any lingering whispers that his
championships in the 1990s
would not have been achieved if

Tysori had mot been imiprisoned |

three years for rape.

"It's important for me to be
the best of this era." said Hugr-
field, who brings a record of 33
victories — 24 inside the dis-
tance — and three defeats into
the bout, "That's why I'm in it."”

"I became the heavyweight
champion of the world in 1990.
I had the title in 1992, then I
lost it, came back in 1993, lost
it, now I'm champ again in
1997, you look in that seven-
year stretch. I was better than
anybody. and I'll take it all the
way to the year 2000."

Tyson has said he underes-
timated Holyfield in the wake
of Holyfield's knockout defeat
by Riddick Bowe in 1995 and a
lacklustre victurg(suver Bobby
Czyz in May of 1996.

Holyfield said that's revi-
sionist history that proved
Tyson hadn't faced up to the de-
feat.

“To hear him say that, I re-
alise he hasn't gotten over the
first one," Holyfield said. "That
first defeat is still there with

him. It's too much for him."

Nice gesture
From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

LONDON, June 26: It was
around 2:30 in the afternoon.
The media restaurant on the
first floor of the Centre Court
building was full to the brim.
Reporters, photographers,
commentators, newscasters,
TV anchormen — all were hav-
ing their lunch. Outside it was
drizzling and there was hardly
any chance of play being started
in any of the courts. Two of the
women's tennis ladies were
having lunch in the same table
that I was on.. Suddenlg. some of
the people around the tables
started moving towards the
food counter situated behind
my back. [ was inquisitive —
asked the ladies what was hap-
pening. They said Mary Pierce
and Mary Joe-Fernandez were
offering sirawberries to the
journalists. Soon the two ap-
proached our table and offered
us strawberries. We did oblige
and exchanged pleasantries.
now they were swarmed by the
hatterﬁ of photographers, who
for a change, were having a ball

_in the restaurant away from the

gruelling exercises in the court
side pits. Nice gestures by two
nice players.

It is now 3 pm. I can see rains
pouring in- without any letup.
There is very little chance of
Ela}r being started in another

our. Even after removing the
covers of the courts at least 30
minutes time is needed to begin
play. No announcement of play.
Met office forecast more rains
today.

Nat’l age group
sports begin

A four-day national sports
competition for 12-16 age group
began at the Bangladesh Krira
Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP) in
Savar yesterday, reports UNB.

A total of 650 young partici-
pants including 200 girls from
six divisions are taking part in
five events — cricket, hockey,
volleyball, handball and athlet-
ics. .

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader opened the

_competition as chief guest.

Multidrive v’ball

from today

Sports Reporter

The Multidrive 16th na-
tional youth volleyball cham-
pionship commences at the Na-
tional Indoor Stadium in Mir-
pur this afternoon.

Thirteen districts, split into
three groups, will compete in
the round robin first-leg from
where the top-down two from
each slot along

' two off the third-placed team

will qualify for quarterfinals,

starting from,June 30. _The
semifinals g}’ the week-long

' meet, organised by the Bangla-

. desh
. (BVF), will be held on July 1
- while the final will commence

olleyball Federation

on the following day.

Taka 2,75,000 has been is
earmarked for the expenses of
championship off which spon-
sors Multidrive Limited will
contribute Taka 1,75,000.

This was disclosed at a press
briefing held at the National
Sports Council conference
room yesterday. ,

Bangladesh Volleyball Fed-
eration president Maj Gen Az-
izur man, Bir Uttam, dis-
cussed about various aspects of
the meet. Sade ossain
Chowdhury, the chairman of
Multidrive Limited, Golam
Quddus Chowdhury, the BVF
general secretary, were also
present.

GROUPINGS

Group A: Naogaon, Jessore,
Gaibandha, Rangpur and Ra-
jbari.

Group B: Gazipur, Pabna,
Comilla and Chit

Group C: N : élra}*an-

| ganj. Rajshahi and Jhenidab.
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el McQuillan of Australia during

their rain-interrupted first round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London

yesterday. Seles won 6-0, 6-2.

Sound start for Seles

LONDON, June 26:
In a late move
that surprised
many at the Wim-
bledon last
evening, the num-
ber two seed Mon

ica Seles took the Centre Court
against Rachel McQuillan of
Australia in first round match
before a crowd that waited the

whole day to be a part of the
action.

There was no specific an-
nouncement even at 4:30 in the
afternoon as drizzles continued
making start of play uncertain.
But at four minutes past six in
the evening (11:04 pm
Bangladesh time) the match
started. Seles ran down her op-
ponent with ruthless compe-
tence in less than 50 minutes

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

but not before rain kept her two
ints away from a straight sets
6-0, 6-2) victory.

As Seles disappeared into
the retiring room happy and
confident. Jana Navotna of the
Czech Republic had her hands
full with little known German
Fraulin M Probst in her first
round match at Court No. 1. The
first set gave enough indication
of what was coming in the sec-
ond as the German won it in
identical margin of 6-4. But it
was altogether a different story
as the Czech overhauled her op-
ponent 6-0 in the final set to
move into the next round.

Despite inclement weather
during the last four days here at
London, people in their thou-
sands are flocking at the AELTC
premises to have a glimpse of

;

Top ten blasters

From Special Correspondent

LONDON, June 26: Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic tops
the list of women big-servers till Wednesday at the Wimbledon.

Surprisingly enough Brenda Schultz-McCarthy
Netherlands, who is supposed to be the hardest hitter of the ball

is not in the top ten so far,

following is the ten list : =

J'ﬂﬁﬂqrﬁ}ﬁ?&t'g - tqp e CIRY "'KPH'"' ' MPH

1 Jana Novotna CZE 181.8 113

2 Monica Seles USA 172.2 107

3 Anna Kournikova RUS 170.5 106

4 Clare Wood GBR 167.3 104

2 Martina Hingis SUI 164.1 102

' Rachel McQuillan AUS 164.1 102

7 Wiltrud Probst GER 162.5 101

8 Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario ESP 160.9 100

. Chanda Rubin USA 159.3 99
\_ Anne Kremer LUX 159.3 99 9
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of the

— AFP/UNB photo

their heroes {and heroines!) and
a feel of the superb atmosphere.
As the new number one court
was opened on June 23, atten-
dance at the Championships
have marked improvements.
On Tuesday, the second day of
the Championships, a total of
37.871 spectators attended
which was an improvement of
around 3400 persons against
1996. Management of the
premises expect more crowd on
improvement of the weather.

Wimbledon
at a glance

WIMBLEDON, England, June
26 [AP): A brief look at what
happened Wednesday, on day
three of the Wimbledon tennis
championships:

Weather — Chilly with rain
until early evening. High tem-
perature was 16 Celsius (61
Fahrenheit]). Play starts siX
hours late; only two of 77
matches completed.

Attendance — 29.333. Last
year's third day attendance was
33.229.

Results — Women's first
round winners: No 2 Monica Se-
les and No 3 Jana Novotna.

Stat of the Day — Seles lost
only four points in three service
%HIIIEE in the 19-minute, 6-0

15l set.

Quote of the Day — 'It's a
game, a sport that I'm playing,
and what's going on outside my
(tennis) life is much bigger than
that", Monica Seles, referring to
her father's battle with stomach
cancer.

Waiting in wet weather

WIMBLEDON,
June 26 (AP): As
light rain fell on
the grassy terrace
overlooking Court
One, two British
women sat and shared an
umbrella, raspberries and a
bottle of champagne.

A picnic on such a lousy
day?

"It's England,” one of the
women said.

It's also Wimbledon.

Tennis fans at the All-Eng-

...........
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Maj Gen Azizur Rahman, H.i‘r Utta:m, (2nd from l;i?l:}

Federation makes a point at a

Multidrive national youth velleyball championship w

Stadium today.

pranide:;E of the Bangladesh Volleyball

press conference yesterday organised in connection with the

hich begins at the Mirpur Indoor

— Star photo
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land Club are all too famihar
with the kind of cool, damp
weather that left them seeking
alternative forms of enter-
tainment Wednesday. They ate,
drank, shopped and joined
British royalty in a wave at
Centre Court.

Then, when Monica Seles fi-
nally hit the first shot of the
day at 6:04 pm, they cheered.

For six hours, the only court
with any activity was the food
court, where fans munched on
prawn baguettes and Bath buns.
A television screen reported the
status of play, with 20 matches
"due on court.”

Steady mist fell, so light that
taxis driving past the main gate
didn't need their windshield
wipers. But the cool, damp,
gloomy afternoon made tennis
impossible.

"It's just this stupid ‘fersis-
tent drizzle," one fan said.

The weather gave fans plenty
of time to find their seats.

"Is this Centre Court?"” a man
asked, peering through an en-
trance tunnel at the most fa-
mous stage in tennis.

"Yes, I'm very sure it is," his
wife answered.

The rain caused a wave by
fans in the stands., with
Princess Michael and others in
the Royal Box reluctantly join-
ing in. Absent was British
singer Cliff Richard, who sere-
naded spectators during a rain
delay last year.

Film (
Club F

): 1:00 Movie

(Rpt): 4:35 Movie Club
Film (Rpt): 7:00 Saptahiki 1:30
Bangla Sambad 8:00 Pallikatha
Senial) 8:30 TBA 9:00 Drama / (*Rajesh
Lluml Prog 9:25 Seral: Sukh

A hastily prepared sign read.
"Cliff — no singing please.”

Most fans were stubbornly
cheerful and optimistic, despite
a forecast for continued rain
through the weekend. In the
crowded souvenir shop. there
were more customers shopping
for sunglasses than umbrellas.

Seeking refuge from the rain
in the shop was potentially ex-

nsive. A can of tennis balls
cost 13 dollars, a coffee cup and
saucer sold for 58 dollars and a
blazer with green and purple
stripes — Wimbledon colors —
was 413 dollars.

Among more than two dozen
types of postcards sold, the
biggest seller showed a sea of
umbrellas at Centre Court.

At 4 pm. the rain and fans
kept coming. Two young women
from Texas stood at the end of a

ueue waiting to enter the gates
?ﬂl' their first visit to Wimble-
don.

"I just hope we get in and see
the grounds, maybe do some
shopping and see somebody fa-
mous,” said Jennifer Waldner of
Houstor.

QOutside the entrance to the
lounge, five 10th-grade fans
hanging over a railing took
turns describing the weather.

"Drizzly."

"Cold.”

"Really bad.”

“Terribly awful.”

"Grim. That's a good English
word — grim.”
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Hour 8:00 Paying Guest 8:3 erty Public Demand 3:30 Sorry Sairee 8:25 DENTONIC WOR{D | amf R B
Close up Antakshri 9:30 Philips  Meri Lorry 4:00 HFF: Fauji OF SPORTS 8:45 Anita  8:30 Khyoa thza Chand( Hit 7:30 Ranga e :
Top 10 10:00 Aur Shama Jalti (Serial) 8:00 Break for Headlines  Songs Show) 9:00 Pehli Mulakat Dadi Maa (Beena 1z?jomm
Rahee 10:30 News 11:00 Kodak News 10:00 Khabamama & Old Hit Sinces Show) 9:30 K) 12:15 Taraana 12:

Klick Klick 11:30 Chattan tz:pn
Banegi Apni Baat 12:30 Action
Hindi Feature Film 2:30 Zee
Horror Show 3:00 Hindi Feature
Film: Raahi 5:30 Sunc Bhai
Sadho

LIV &

7:00 Yeadon Ki Barat 7:30

B8:00 Tilwat
juma/HAMD/Naat/ 8:20 CAR-
TOON B:30KHABRAIN
B:45Visitors Book 9:10 Phool
Khushboo
TARKHWAN 94 MEHMAN
10:05 Aap Ki anwar Magsood
10:30 ENGLISH :
TARZAN 10:55 MILLI NAGHMA

aur Tar-

9:25 DAS-

FILM

Commercial News 10:35TBA
11:55 THE FLASH PQINT 1:05
Urdu Feature Film : /KHAS
KHABRAIN - CLOSE DOWN.

10:30 Janmadin (Birthday
Greetings) 10:35 Movie Club

tar Ki Pasand / Humse Bad-
ker Gonf 10:00 Chamatkar
(Drama Serial* Farukh Shekh)
10:30 Taj Maha Takitadhin
Countdown 11:30 Take Five
12:00 Kismat (Serial 12:30 Dekh

Awaaz Suno (Jeetendra, Hema
M) 3:15 Hee Ha Ho 3:45
Taraana 4:00 Manav Hatya
(Shekhar Suman, Madhuri Diit)
6:45 Karvaan (Jeetendra, Asha
Parekh) 10:00 Cine Music 10:30

Bhai Dekh (Serial) 1:00 Jane Parbat Pe Apna Dera (B/W)
Kaha Har[a Ja] ar Gaya (Ulhas, Vanamala) 1:15 Filler
Jee{Drama Serial °) 1:30 Pe- 1:45 Kora Badan (Subhash
hchan 2:00 Rasol Show 2:30 Ghai, Hatrinder) 4:30 Filler 4:45
Cine Matinee-Hindi Feature Film Durga (Ashok Kumar, Hema M)



