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AmCham panel observes

Budget to retard growth
of booming sectors

The pr budget for the
next fiscal will impair the
country's competitiveness and
the import surcharge will cer-
tainly retard the growth of
booming sectors, including tex-
tiles, reports UNB.

This observation was made
by a three-member panel com-
prising a former finance minis-
ter. an economist and a tax con-
sultant at a meeting of the
American Chamber of Com-
merce in Bangladesh
(AmCham) here yesterday.

Dr Hafiz Siddiqi, Professor
of School of Business at the
North South University, said
the imposition of infrastruc-
ture development at the rate of
2.5 cent across the board
needs reconsideration.

"If it is not adjusted properly,
the growth and development of
certain industries will be
hampered, which eventually
will harm the economy,” h?f
said and cited the example o
the textile and readymade gar-
ment industries.

Mushtag Ahmed, a tax con-
sultant with the SF Ahmed and
Company, was also Dbitterly
critical about the "general and
overall imposition” of the sur-
charge which, according to him,
would leave a negative impact.

"Mr Kibria is going to re-
membered for a long time for
this fiscal astics," he said,
calling the surcharge as "Kibria
Surcharge” like the famous "Er-
shad Surcharge" for building
the Jamuna Bridge.

Former Finance Minister A

JS snippets

From page 1

would have no scope to
pay such a visit. During its rule,
the also practised name-
plague changes and put Zia's
name here and there in the dark

of night.
* kK

Ziaur Rahman Khan of BNP
criticised Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria for speaking of AL

litics in the past 21 years in

s budget s h. "How come,
you speak of 21 years' politics
Jniningathe polities only the
other day.”

Khan said, "We also had a
technocrat finance minister but

he was very much in politics
and had s with people.”
* * ok

Speaking on the proposed
budget, Mosharraf Hossain of
BNP said the finance minister
inserted a number of 'quo-
tations' in his budget speech be-
cause he obtained first-class-
first by using such quotes in his
answer-scripts.

"Gone are those days when
using &uutea brought good re-
sults. Now you n to put only
'Yes,' 'No' or Tick marks in the
answer script,” the Opposition
lawmaker pointed out.

* & &

BNP deputy Afzal H Khan
said, people often asked him
why he was missing from the
TV programme on the parlia-
ment proceedings and why he
did not s in the House.

"People knew me when [ used
to present TV news," he said and
explained his disappearance
from the parliament news as he
was opposed to the unhealthy
practice of getting the floor.

Disclosing that he secured
first-class-second, Afzal Khan
called the first-class-first re-

sult-ob finance minister
his "guru". But, Khan blamed
the minister for lacking patrio-
tism.

M A Muhith also did not sup-
port the imposition of the sur-
charge, saying that surcharges
are bad and they are distor-
tionary tax mode.

He was also critical about
the withdrawal of the zero
duty rate for many of the im-
port items and suggested that
the government should restore
those as the country would have
to bring down duties in the year
of globalisation.

Muhith noted that the bud-
get's weakest part is industrial-
isation and said the govern-
ment should take s mea-
sures to build up textile mills.
The country needs at least 300
textiles mills, he said.

He also called for downsiz-
ing the bureaucracy.

AmCham President Forrest
Cookson and Executive Secre-
tary A Gafur also spoke in the
meeting at a city hotel, attended
by the representatives of Amer-
ican companies doing busine
in Bangladesh. :

Probe report

From page 1

Sources close to the commit-
tee observed that the team was
recording the statements of
drilling crews and other em-
ployees of the sub-contractor.

Officials of Petrobangla and
Occidental, who had already
studied the log report upto June
14, observed that the records

revealed increasing pressure
formation at the drilling site.
According to them, there was

ample timt?e and opportunity to

com .

ey said that the drilling
sub-contractor did not advise
the mud engineer to raise the
weight of the mud. The mud
weight is adjusted according to
the pressure formation, they
added.

[.and minister

From page 1

land in his own name and in
the name of his wife and other
relations while he served as
APS to ex-Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia.

The state minister said the
BNP MP brought false allega-
tion to embarrass the govern-
ment as several cases of corrup-
tion were filed against him with
the Bureau of Anti-Corruption.

Underpass

From page 1

. Hasina was received at the
square by LGRD and Coopera-
tives Minister Zillur Rahman,
DCC Mayor Mohammad Hanif
and State Minister for LGRD
and Cooperatives Syed Abul
Hossain.

I-""a:nrrlzigzr:1 Minister Abdus
Samad d, l’.-}hl];zginﬁI Minis-
ter ASM Abdur Rab, MPs and
Awami League leaders Mo-
hammad Quamruzzaman, Ab-
dul Jalil, Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu and Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya were also
present.

A huge number of people and
leaders and workers of various
hawkars' associations also
gathered in the square to wel-
come the Prime Minister.

Later, she planted a sapling
at the corner of the Gulistan
park and visited the nearby un-
der construction open theatre
building.
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Injunction on
construction of
storm sewerage

vacated

By SC Correspondent

The High Court by two
judgements vacated the order of
injunction on im tation
hmprovement Prajeck Unongh

mprovemen
the DIT Extension Road and
Motijheel Commercial Area.

e division 3::1:;1: anu:
HC comprising Justice
Hoque and Justice Md Hassan
Ameen on June 24 also dis-
charged the rules issued upon
two writ petitions of one Azizur
Rahman filed challenging the
government order of eviction
and a RAJUK order not to con-
im-léﬂ building on the acquired
and.

To remove the water-stag-
nation the government took
project allocating its estimated
cost of Tk 450 crore one-third
of which was received from the
Asian Development Bank and
the implementation of the pro-
{cct was going on t the

and acquired earlier for devel-
opment work of the capital city.

As the writ petitioner claim-
ing the title of a portion of the
acquired land tried to construct
a building thereon the govern-
ment served an eviction notice

on him.

Cha.llen%in the eviction no-
tice, he fi a writ petition
upon which the HC on July 5,
1995 issued a rule nisi on the
government and an order of in-
junction.

After the injunction order as
he further took attempt to con-
struct his building, the RAJUK
prevented him from doing that.

Then he filed another writ
petition upon which the HC on
October 3, 1996 also issued rule
nisi and an order of injunction.

Advocate Habibur Rahman
Sharif moved for the writ peti-
tioner, while Attorney General
K S Nabi was assisted by Deputy
Kaisaruddin Ahmed.

Boat capsize in Naaf

Bodies of 4
Rohingyas

recovered

From Staff Cprrespﬂndent

CHITTAGONG, June 25: The
bodies of four Rohingya
refugees were recovered from
the Naaf river near Teknaf
while six other persons re-
mained missing yesterday after
two boats carrying 16 Rohingya
refugees capsized, a BDR source
said today.

The six Rohin
rescued by BDR aiter the boats
capsized early vyesterday
morning, were handed over to
police.

The Rohingyas were crossing
the Naaf river from Myanmar
to enter Bangladesh, BDR sour-
ces said.

Monno shut

From page 1

"Monno is not a loan defaulter.
He built the industry through
his personal initiative. So you
should give all cooperation, the
minister told the labourers.

The minister also assured
them that none would be termi-
nated during the period of clo-
sure.

Awami League presidium
member Amir Hossain Amu

and a number of Juba League
leaders also visited the factory
site yesterday afternoon.
Harunur Rashid Monno is a
BNP MP from Dhamrai.
According to the Dhamrai
Holice station eight cases were
led, seven by the factory own-
ers and one by the OC of Dham-
rai thana. No case was filed by
the labour leaders.

BEXIMCO

From page 1
you a party to the contempt pro-
ceedings and also take other le-
gal steps against you, your
newspaper and its publisher.”

Our reply:

1. We stand by our story.

2. Our story dealt with the
fact of EBL's letter sent to
banks, and not with the dispute
between EBL and BEXIMCO,
ga;hlch you claim to be sub-ju-

ce. .

3. About verifying the story,
we did so with aeve?%l banks IzillllrlJ.
of whom acknowledged receipt
of the letter which was dealt
with in our story.

We would, like to add that we
consider the threat of contempt
proceedings as an attempt to
intimidate the free press and
create obstacle in the way of

public's right to know the truth-
about important financial mat-
gs which are in public inter-
We have sent reply to the
above mentioned legal notice
through our lawyer in which we
have stated our decision to con-
test an{ contempt charge that
mavae ght us.

e conclude by assuring our
valued readers and the mem-
bers of the public that no
amount of intimidation will
prevent us from uphol the
public's right to know,paupﬁ;l

e

a refugees,

freedom of the press.

tor)

The Daily Star

Kandupatti eviction

Judges differ on writ's
maintainability

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
gave a split judgement in the
writ petition challenging the
eviction of the sex-workers
from Kandupatti brothel.

A two-member bench of HC

unanimously declared the evic-

tion illegal but the 2nd J of
the bench gave a dissen :::E
judgement dischar the
on the question of maintain-
ability of the writ petition.
Junt:ﬁ: Md Hjn:&mmb?
Hoque, the presid e,
hﬂq judgement rn:clﬁ! the rule
absolute with some s fic

findings and directions to the
rmment. Justice Md Hassan
een in his judgement held
that the eviction of the sex-
workers of Kandupatti is illegal
and their constitutional rights
have been violated, but the writ
tion under Article 102 of the
onstitution in its present form
is not maintainable.

Due to the dissenting judg-
ment, the records of the case
will be placed before the Chief
Justice for appointment of a
third Judge whose opinion, to
be made after further hearing of
the case, with either of
the two judges, will be the final
judgement.

ustice Md Mozammel
Hoque said, "Considering the
facts and circumstances of the
case, humanitarian aspect
thereto, constitutional and le-
gal rights of the people, conve-
nience and inconvenience of
the surrounding people of the
area Kandupatti, social merits
and demerits of the case and
failure of the law-enforci
agencies to protect the life an
properties of the citizens, 1 am
of the view that ends of justice
will be met if | make the follow-
ing declarations in the instant

casc .

He made three declarations.

In the first declaration he
held that the sex-workers were
illegall
from their respective houses
and the law-enforcing agencies
totally failed to discharge their
legal duties towards the citizens

not giving legal to
:ﬁ: pm%l: of the a]nrc:aid pro-
fession in I{nnt:lu tti. L

Justice M ue s
second declnrntmnﬁrmtnd the
concerned ministries and of-
fices of the government to ear-
mark a specified, separate and
distinct area for t re-
habilitation of the sex-workers
of Kandupatti without causing
any Ilmrm to any other class of

c.

y the way of mandatory
injunction, he finally, as a mat-
ter of ltog-gnp arrangement, di-
rected the government to re-
store possession of the evicted
sex-workers immediately to
their ous houses at Kandu-
patti for a short and temporary

od till those ple are re-

abilitated in the earmarked
area to be selected the rele-
vant government authorities.

By the third declaration
Justice M M Hoque also directed
the officer in-c argf. Kotwali
Police Station, Dhaka to start
cases on the FIRs recorded ac-
cording to the written com-
ﬁl:lents of 14 sex-workers of

dupatti.

The writ petition was filed
by Sultana F Nahar, a practis-
ing advocate of the Supreme
Court and a human rights
worker.

Advocate M | Faruqui as-
sisted by Advocate M Salimul-
lah moved for the petitioner,
while Deputy Attorney General
Kawsaruddin Ahamad repre-

sented the government.

Theft in DU
teacher's

house

Cash and gold ornaments
worth about Tk 1.75 lakh were
stolen from the house of a
teacher of Dhaka University on
the campus on Tuesday night,
reports UNB.

Miscreants broke into the
house of Dr ASM Atiqur Rah-
man, a house tutor of Mukti-
joddha Ziaur Rahman Hall, and
took away the valuables, in-
cluding 25 tolas of gold orna-
ments.

None of the family members
of Dr Rahman, a teacher of So-
cial Welfare Department, was in
the house adjacent to the hall. A
case was filed with Ramna po-
lice.

Size of govt

From page 1
lic sector reform, the World
Bank officials here are upbeat
about the prospect of the pri-
vatisation griw: in Bangladesh
because of the revitalised Pri-
vatisation Board.

'‘Noticing the bids for the
state-owned enterprises, we can
say that there is a very upbeat
response, the private sectors are
showing strong interest... the

bidders this time mean busi-
ness,” said Owaise Sadaat of the
Bank.

Advocating strongly for an
‘effective state,” the World Bank
report said it is the cornerstone
of successful economies, and
without it, economic and social
development is impossible.

An effective state — one
which lets markets flourish
and ple lead healthier, hap-
pier lives — needs to focus on
the basics of what it does best
and reinvigorate public institu-
tions.

In Bangladesh, it said, recent
political developments have
created conditions for begin-
ning to address the decline of
the state's authority and effec-
tiveness, using the pillars of
strong top level political com-
mitment, popular participation
and decentralisation, but-
tressed by competent and pro-
fessional elements of the civil
service,

Anniversary of
Jahanara Imam’s
death today

The third death anniversary
of Jahanara Imam. a crusader
against the anti-liberation
forces, will be observed today,
reports UNB.

Different socio-cultural and
political organisations have
drawn up programmes to mark
the day.

The programmes include
laying of wreaths at her grave-
yard and portrait, discussion,
procession and photo exhibi-
tion.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina gave

arate message on the occa-
sion recalling the contributions
of late Jahanara Imam, a proud
mother of a martyred freedom
fighter.

On the occasion, Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee,
launched by her in 1992 to
press the trial of the war crimi-
nals, organised a discussion

meeting in the city yesterday.
Nari Samaj
Our Staff Correspondent
adds: The Sammilita Nari

Samaj at a meeting in the city
yesterday demanded implemen-
tation of the "People's verdict”
against the Pakistani collabo-
rators in the Liberation War of
1971.

It demanded exemplary
punishment to the collabora-
tors who had violated and op-
pressed women during the war.

The meeting was held to
mark the third anniversary of
death of Jahanara Imam.

10 hurt as villagers

clash in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 25: At least
ten farmers were injured, three
of them seriously in a clash
between the groups of villagers
near Baishari Bazar under Ba-
naripara thana this morning.

Police and witnesses said the
clash ensued over landed prop-
erty.

}énth the groups used lethal
weapons during the clash. An-
war, 32, Monwar, 30 and Del-
war, 27, three brothers, were
admitted to hospital.

From page 1
two different stories. "I was
working in my shop when I

heard a up of about twenty
people shouting, catch them,
catch them. Then [ saw three
men, one elderly and two aged
between 20 to 25, being beaten
mercilessly,"” said Kuddus Miah.
Another. man, narrated the
story to the Home Minister
when he visited the spot at 9-05
. He said three men came to a
GO school nearby and volun-
teered to bless some children

with their "spiritual power”.
Some passers-by challenged
them. The passers-by then al-

lowed them to leave in a scooter
after apparently being con-
vinced of their identity. As the
scooter started moving on the
Progoti Swarani, some 25
guung men chased them. In a

id to escape, the scooter took a
left turn and entered a small
street known as Niramoy
Pharmacy street. About a
minute later, the scooter drove
off the scene while several hun-
dred people punched on the
three men.

Gulshan thana OC Mostafa
said, at around 11 am, he asked
another police patrol van to
help their colleagues who des-
perately asked for help. "I
rushed to the spot at 11:20 and
found myself before at least ten
thousand people. The mob beat
em'ybo?hy and we took a side
leaving the three half-dead men
inside the van, he said.

Two burnt to death

"As more police force arrived
we also called for a wrecker to
tow our stranded van. The mob
snatched away the towing chain
and put it on fire. We fired 31
shots from our shot guns and 34
tear gas shells to defend our-
selves from the onslaught,” said
Mostafa who was visibly
shaken by the incident.

Identity of the three victims
could not be known. The DMP
Commissioner said the fourth
person died when police fired
shots. "A bullet hit his chest.”
the Commissioner said.

DMCH sources said at least
four persons were admitted to
the hospital with bullet injury .

The injured policemen were
hospitalized.

Home Minister Major (retd)
Rafiqul Islam said the govern-
ment would classify the deaths
as murder.

"We will make sure this kind
of things do not happen again.”
he said. He also said police
showed great patience in deal-
ing with the incident, which he
described as a well-planned at-
tack. He said all involved in the
murders will be punished. "We

will not tolerate this nuisance."
he said.

Some elderly men and
women were found in front of
the Gulshan thana crying for
help. They told this correspon-
dent that their children were
picked up by the police from
their wor laces and homes
after the nt.

and forcibly evicted L
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ur Balooch l

dead
By Sports Reporter

Former national football
coach Gafur Balooch breathed

his last in a city hospital yes-

terday . He was 65.
Thcmiutan-hﬂm na-

tional defender of the six-
ties, who was wedded to football
since his tender age, died in the
lap of his friend, Javed Mohi-
uddin, at the Bangladesh Medi-
cal College Hospital in Dhan-
mondi. He was suffering from
acute bronchitis besides other .
old-age ailments and taken to
the hospital last Wednesday.

His namez-e-janaza was
held in the premises of the
Brothers Union Club, where he
spent the prime time of his

career. He was buried
at the Gopibagh graveyard
where some of his friends and
fans were present.

His qul khwani will be held
at the Brothers Union Club af-
ter Asr pra on Saturday.

As a defender of the Karachi
Kickers, Gafur first came to
Dhaka way back in 1958 and
soon felling love with this
country. Since then, the life
long bachelor had never re-
turned to his home in Quetta.

The defender, known to his
fans as the Chinese Wall, played
for the Dhaka Wanderers and
EPIDC.

But Gafur seized centre stage
of local football as the coach of
the Brothers Union. He trans-
formed the Third Division out-
fit into an awesome third-force
in the elite group in late seven-
ties. Under his guidance, a
buneh of young players like
Wasim, Selim, Bablu, Mohsin,
Lovlu and Salam dominated the
Dhaka football.

Besides, he was also a coach
. of the Dhaka Wanderers Club,
Muktijoddah Sangsad Krira
Chakra and in between, he once
shouldered the coaching re-
sponsibility of the national
team that took part in the Quid-

From page 1

bubur Rahman. Barrister Ziaur
Rahman Khan, Afzal H Khan,
Mosharraf Hossain, Dr Mo-
hammad Ali and ANM Ehsanul
Huq Milon of BNP, Tasmima
Hussain, Mozammel Hossain,
Alhaj Tajul Islam and Dr TIM
Fazle Rabbi of Jatiya Party
took part in discussion.

On the government side of
the tug were Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak, State
Minister for Jute Faezul Huq,
Deputy Minister Jinnatunnessa
Talukder, Md Abdul Hakim, Md
Hafez Ruhul Amin Madani,
Mujibur Rahman Talukder, Fa-
zlur Rahman Khan, Biren
Sikder, Atiur Rahman Atique,
Mohammad Ali, Kazi Keramat
Ali, Zainul Abedin Hazari,
Kalpa Ranjan Chakma, Faru
Khan, Syed Rafiqul Hugq ang
Emdadul Huq Bhuiyan.

Former Speaker and BNP
legislator Shaikh Razzak Ali
strongly felt the government
and the Opposition must reach
understanding on various is-
sues for national uplift and
urged the party in power to cre-
ate a conducive atmosphere to-
wards that end.

Opposing imposition of
fresh taxes on people to in-
crease the ment's revenue
income, the BNP member
viewed revenue earnings should
be enhanced through checking

wasta;i:.
Taking the floor, Water Re-

6 die of AIDS
so far: Yusuf

At least six people have so
far died of Al in the coun
and BO others affected with H
virus, r ts UNB.

Health Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf disclosed this while ad-
dressing a seminar on 'AIDS,
HIV and STD' at BIRDEM in the
city yesterday.

He said of the HIV affected
people 65 were male and 15
women, said an official hand-
out.

Yusuf said the government
had attached priority to preven-
tion of AIDS.

Gasfield fire

From page 1
German firm which was en-
trusted with the drilling work
as a sub-contractor. II it is
found that, the incident took
place due to any fault of
Deutech, Occidental would re-
alise compensation from the
German firm, he added. He said,
if it is proved that it was an ac-
cident, Occidental would have
to pay 30 per cent of the com-
pensation while Bangladesh

Budget discussion

said the put the
first step towards social secu-
ri

Sy SIS
derly citizens.
budg:tpw:;lm protec-
tion to domestic while

reduced duties on mﬁ of the
essential items, capi goods
and machinery.
BNP leader Jamiruddin Sir-
car criticised the bud-
for what he said its "lack of
Eﬁn". He underlined the
n appoin more
for :trcng‘l.hmlngmjucm
Fa)rS:JIcHHt tamei!'ﬂiuw
uq
as "pro-people”. He observed
that the jute sector had incurred
a total loss Tk 600 crore in 24

rs, of which 413 crore was
during the BNP's rule !

the latter part the
session at 10:35 pm till 10:
am today.

Shibir activist
arrested 1n
Rajshahi
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 25: Police
arrested Masum, a Shibir ac-

tivist, this :

He was inj in an attack
on Rajshahi university campus
yesterda

noon.
The fslami Chattra Shibir
condemned the arrest and de-
manded his immediate release.

4 boys rescued
From page 1
age as it did not tally with their

appearance.

In tions have revealed
that the leader of the oper-
ation was Hossain, a res-

ident of Comilla in :

Zakir was found c¢ ng a
copy of a visa ted to as
a camelman. There was an en-
dorsement on port about a
boy whom he claimed to be his
s50n

But, the difference between
the age of the child as men-
tioned in the ¥, rl’: and Il:cm
appearance ma the police
sgf iciGus.

other woman Rehana,
wife of Abdul Rashid and resi-
dent of Comilla in Bangladesh,
was accompanied by three boys,
six to ten years.

She claimed that the boys
were her sons. However, there
were era marks on the sec-
tion where the ' age was en-
dorsed in Rehana's passport,

e-Azam lgglilfnﬂmﬂm in Pak- | ywould bear the rest 70 cent thc"lh i Btﬂid- & i ik

istan in : in compliance with the PSC. e interrogation o e
But the unsung mentor of our [}therwlijse, Occidental would buI{s revealed that Rehana had

football sank into oblivion | pear the whole compensation, left her husband and was being

once he had hung up his hat. In
his days of retirement, he had
virtually lived on the generos-
ity of his friends and fans. His
contribution to the Bangladesh
football brought him neither

taken to Sharjah by one
Moynul Hossain, a resident of
Dhaka, the Pioneer said.

Police suspect that Rehana
may have been sold by her hus-
band, along with the children,

he added.

Meanwhile, installation of
the two kilometre by-pass
pipeline to supply gas to the 12
tea gardens was %;i:ng on and it
is expected to completed

recognition nor any reward | within 2 to 3 days, said an offi- to Moynul Hossain and the
fmmgﬂ'lﬂ sport's ruling body and | cjal. 4 gm.ll_p wygs taking the boys to the
the football federation. He did a The Bangladesh Tea Board ulf for camel r ;

lot for our football but got noth- | has formed a six member com- The report said that the
ing in return. mittee to assess the loss in- group had come to India by

Meanwhile, different sports
federations and clubs have ex-
pressed their condolences on
the death of Gafur and prayed
for ‘ihe salvation of the departed.
soul.

road, via Jessore cheek post on
April 16. In Delhi they had
stayed for few days in Niza-
muddin area to for the
visa and the tickets and were
planning to fly to Sharjah.

curred by the 12 tea gardens due
to the explosion and fire in the
Magurchhara gasfield. The
committee members will soon
resume work, an official in-
| formed this afternoon.
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