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Regensea, Biman

tie called off

Sports Reporter

The last match of the Office
cricket league's first round be-
tween defending champions Re-

ensea Lines and Bangladesh
iman was abandoned due to
soggy outfield at the Dhan-
mondi Cricket Stadium yester-
day caused by the overnight
rain.

According to the by-laws,
both teams earned a point
apiece.

The second phase of the
eight-team league will begin
from May 28. Top four teams
will participate in the semifi-
nals for the championship
while the remaining will vie for
the plate. In the first semi on
June 28, Biman will take on
Partex Group at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium while ensea
Lines face Acme Laboratories
on July first.

The final is billed for July 3
at the same venue.

’
Tyson’s plan
LAS VEGAS, June 25: As
long as former heavyweight
champion Mike Tyson contin-
ues to generate 30 million dol-
lars paydays, he plans to con-
tinue Pg‘ ucing offspring, re-
ter.

ports

"Every time I see that situa-
tion going well with more fights
and guo? purpose, I'll have an-
other child then," said Tyson,
whose wife Monica is pregnant
with their second.

also has a child from
a previous relationship and
treats Monica's seven -year-old
daughter as one of his own.

e and reigning heavy-
weight champion Evander
Holyfield are each expected to
earn around 30 million dollars
for Saturday's big rematch. And
Tyson Sseems eenly aware
these days that each challenge
in the ring translates into a
more lucrative future for his
children.

"Every fight is a different
future for my children. I base
my life for my financial gain,”
Tyson said Monday night as he
held court for reporters at pro-
moter Don King's posh home
outside Las Vegas.

"We have to take care of our
children and I'm just looking
forward to that,” the one-time
world's most feared fighter
turned proud papa continued.
“This is life and we have a life
beyond boxing. :

‘I'm glad I'm at a stage in my
life where I have children. A few
years from now | won't be in
this business and I can pay

ater attention to them."

Tyson then smile an added:
"l love them, but I love me."

The former champion, who
two weeks ago was predicting a
sensational victory over Holy
field in their rematch, was in
more of a philosophical moed

as; he reflected upon his Joss last, ..

November. o BBty

"I can't be caught up about
some defeat because that's life,
building, persevering and com-
ing back from the loss,” said
Tyson. who insisted his defeat
to Holyfield was more person-
ally shocking to him than his
stu upset by Buster Dou-
glas in 1990,

"The easiest way in the world
to fail is to please every-
body." added Tyson.

Pete indebted
to Andre

LONDON, June 25 World
number one Pete Sampras

has admitted that he owes a lot
to Andre Agassi and says he
hopes his old rival will do well
at this ﬁr'a championships,
rts ;
e . the 1992 Wimbledon
champion who has slumped
down to 29th in the rankings
after a series of poor results and
injury lay-off. opens his 1997
campaign at the All-England

Club against Spain's tenth-
seeded Moya.

| Iplar:d Andre quite a bit a
couple of years ago and he defi-
nite nnsi'c me a better player,”
said Sampras, who has been
practising hard between show-
ers at Wimbledon fi his
three-set loss to Jonas Bjork-

need that

again to me going.
"mf has obviously

missed on the tour, and the

L

LONDON, June 25;
Six seeds failed to
survive their first
round matches on

the manicured
’ grass courts at
Wimbledon on

Tuesday, reports AFP.
Wuri"d number-two Michael

Chang crashed at the first hur-
dle for the second year running
when he was beaten in a gru-
elling five set Centre Court
marathon by Todd Woodbridge.

The Chinese-American,
seeded five, went down 7-6 (7/5),
3-6, 6-2, 3-6, 8-6 in just under
four hours — although he shook
Woodbridge to the core by
clawing his way back to 6-6 af-
ter trailing 2-5 in the final set.

Woodbridge, better known as
part of the world's best doubles
tearn alongside Mark Wood-
forde, said that he had felt re-
ally fresh because he had hung
up his racket for three days be-
fore the tournament.

"That's something I've never
done before — but it worked,"”
said the 26-year-old Aus-
tralian, who was given a tumul-
tuous standing ovation as he
came off court.

"The crowd went bananas. It
was a bit like a pop concert the
way it finished off, said Wood-
bridge, who needed on court
medication for tightening mus-
cles.

"Probably the crowd will
enjoy this match more than
most of the others in the tour-
nament.”

Twelve months ago Chang,
who played Tuesday's matc
with his right knee heavily
strapped, also lost in the first
round when he was beaten in
four sets by Albert Costa of
Spain.

Elsewhere, there was no re-
spect for the world's biggest
server and recently-crowned
French Open champion.

Australia’'s Mark Philip-
poussis, who was made seventh
seed after his recent triumph at
Queen's was beaten in straight-
sits by Britain's Greag Rused-
ski.

And Brazil's Gustavo
Kuerten, eleventh seed and the
toast of Paris when he defeated
Spain's Sergi Bruguera for the
French title earlier this month,
showed that he has still a lot to
learn about grass-court tennis

Chang's jinx con

when he crashed to Justin
Gimelstob of the United States.

Rusedski who had been lead-
ing 3-1 in the third set when
fading light stopped play on
Monday needed just eight more
minutes to complete a 7-6 (8/6),
7-6 [8/6), 6-3 victory.

The British number-two, a
winner at Nottingham at the
weekend, hit 27 aces while the
usually awesome power-serving
of the 20-year-old Australian
was neutralised by 13 double-
faults.

Kuerten, already one set
down when he resumed battle
against Gimelstob, quickly
found himself trailing by two
sets to love before staging a re-
markable recovery which had

h’!iifHAEL (CHANG

the fans packed around the out-
side court cheering themselves
hoarse.

But although he was clearly
learning to adapt to the low
bounce and speed of the Ameri-
can's deliveries as the match
wore orl, he couldn't quite make
it and he finally surrendered 6-
3, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4.

Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman,
who came in as seventeenth
seed when Thomas Muster of
Austria Withdrew also fell to
home player Chris Wilkinson,
the British wild-card entry be-
lieved his 218th ranking b
coming back to score a 7-6 %’?-5{
0-6, 5-7. 6-3, 6-4 win.

The women's tournament

also lost two seeds.

The number fifteen Ruxan-
dra Dragomir of Romania,
winner at Edgbaston two weeks
ago, was shown the exit by An-
drea Glass of Germany.

13th seed Kimberly Po of the
United States also fell to Aus-
tralian Kerry-Ann Guse.

Elsewhere the hierarchy as-
serted itself,

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario, a
runner-up for the last two
years, ruthlessly crushed
British player Clare Wood 6-0,
6-0.

South Africa's sixth seed
Amanda Coetzer finally saw off
a brave challenge by Alexandra
Fusai of France 7-6 (7/1), 6-1
and Wimbledon's forgotten
champion Conchita Martinez
showed some of her old fire to
outplay Karina Habsudova of
Slovakia 6-1, 6-2.

Germany's Anke Huber, the
seventh-seed, proved too power-
ful for plucky Japanese quali-
fier Hiruka Inoue and raced
home 6-3, 6-3 while experienced
American Nicole Arendt de-
feated Petra Langrova of the
Czech Republic 6-2, 6-0.

In the men's event, world
number-one Pete Sampras, who
is bidding for a fourth singles
title, cruised into the second-
round by defeating Mikael Till-
strom of Sweden 6-4, 6-4, 6-2.

The 25-year-old American,
who has suffered a slump in
form before the tournament
and won only four of his previ-
ous nine matches, described his
performance on Tuesday as
"solid."

Another three-times cham-
pion Boris Becker, the eighth
seed, also had a comfortable
win when he defeated Marcos
Gorriz of Spain 6-3, 6-2, 6-3.

South Africa’s fifteenth-seed
Wayne Ferreira, trailing by two
sets to love when rain stopped
play on Monday, produced a
Houdini-style escape act to beat
stubborn Australian opponent
Scott Draper.

At one stage the 25-year-old
from Johannesburg, who has
been the centre of controversy
in some of the British tabloid
newspapers for referring to
Rusedski as a player with "a b.ié
serve and little else” trailed 2-
in the fifth set — but he eventu-
ally came through 6-7 (5/7), 3-6,
6-4, 6-0, 7-5.

Triumphant teenagers

LONDON, June 25
(Reuter) : They
will not be out of
their teens before
the next millen-

. nium, but the new
crop of tennis women are al-
reidy making their presence
fell-at Whnbledon. pl ks pn g L
Martina Hingis is world
number one at 16. has won ev-
ery match she has played this
year except the French Open fi-
nal and is favourite to unseat
in ui*gd Steffi Graf as queen of
On Tuesday she beat Luxem-
bourg qualifier Anne Kremer 6-
4, 6-4 and pronounced herself
satisfied, despite a bit of a

strug?:.
"l feel 1 was not playing that
bad for the first match on a
grass court this year," she said.

Hingis won here as a junior
— the grnungcat junior title
holder at 14 — but went out in
the first round of the main draw
two years ago and in the fourth
round to Graf last year. Unde-
terred she captured the doubles
with Helena Sukova becoming
the youngest senior champion.
She also went into the youthful
record books by winning the
Australian Open in January.

In the second round here, the

wholesome teenager, whose en- .

ergetic hobbies include riding
and roller-blading, meets
Wimbledon newcomer 17-year-
old Belarussian Olga Baraban-
shchikova.

But it was a graceful Russian,
who celebrated her 16th birth-
day only two weeks ago, who
turned most heads on her first
appearance in the women's
draw here.

Anna Kurnikova, the
Meoscow pupil of Florida-based
tennis super-coach Nick Bol-
letieri, lgl;tt out America's
Chanda Rubin, a top 10 player

Cops in action

KUALA LUMPUR. June 25
Police arrested a number of
suspected bookmakers after
they at to contact play-
ers at the World Youth Football
Championships here, reports
AFP.

The New Straits Times

uoted an unnamed member of
the or sing committee as
saying suspected bookmak-
ers tried to check into a hotel in
Kuantan where teams from
Spain, Paraguay, Japan and

last year, in no-nonsense fash-
ion 6-1, 6-1.

"l was nervous at first, but
after I got used to it I felt very,
very comfortable on that court,”
she said ominously.

Kurnikova parried the in-
evitable news conference ques-
tigns, abaut her stunning lopks.
and possible boyiriends .with
aplomb. "I just think about ten-
nis right now," she said. "l am
single.”

But she offered qualified
compliments to Venus
Williams, the flamboyant
American who turned 17 last

week and who plays her first
round match on Wednesday.

'08 C’wealth Games

chief resigns

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25:
The executive chairman of the
1998 Commonwealth Games
m'ganising committee resigned
today after being criticised by
two cabinet ministers over
preparations for the event, re-
ports Reuter.

Retired-general Hashim
Mohamed Ali told a news con-
ference he had sent a letter of
resignation today to acting
Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim.

"] personally sent the resig-
nation letter to the office of act-
ing Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim this morning,"
an emotional Hashim said after
meeting Youth and Sports Min-
ister Muhyiddin Yassin.

Muhyiddin and Culture, Arts
and Tourism Minister Sab-
baruddin Chik had criticised
the organising committee for
failing to publicise what will be
the biggest sporting event ever
held in Malaysia.

Sabbaruddin was especially
blunt, accusing committee ex-
ecutives of being more inter-
ested in travelling first class on
overseas trips than in discharg-
ing their duties.

"I am very disappointed and
surprised at the criticisms
hurﬁ‘:d at Sukom 98 Berhad (the
company organising the Games)
as reported in the press," said
Hashim, a former defence
forces chief and the brother-in-
law of Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Muhamad.

Hashim said the criticisms
had demoralised his staff.

The national news agency
Bernama quoted Muhyiddin as
saying he was stunned by
Hashim's announcement.

'She is very strong. She has
a good serve and she covers the
court very well so I mean she is
just like any other player.™
Kurnikova said.

Williams, who played her
first ever grass match at East-
bourne last week, beating Rubin

‘but losing to Nathalie Tauziat,

stands a towering 1.88 m and is
still growing, so she is well
suited to the surface.

Sport

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

LONDON, June 25; It is like
the [unniest essay on cricket:
‘Rain. no play." The child at the
elementary school was asked to
write a few lines on cricket. He
looked through the window, it
was raining outside. Without
much ado he wrote those three
very pragmatic words. It may
have been funny, but true. At
the Wimbledon it is party time
at the press lounge on the first
floor of the Centre Court. Corre-
spondents and photographers
from around the world will
thahlj,r have a day off as the
orecast for this afternoon is
discouraging. As I was writin
this exactly at 2:30 pm (loca
lime) an announcement was
madé through the PA system
that in the next one hour the
weather may improve a bit and
that too for a brief spell. The
covers will be removed then and
inspection of the grounds will
be made. Play may or may not
start at all.

Women’s open
TT begins

A three-day women's Open
table tennis tournament, or-
ganised by the Bangladesh
Women's Sports Federation be-

an yesterday at Dhanmondi
Sultana Kamal Women's Sports
Complex, reports UNB.

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader inaugurated the
competition. It was also at-
tended by Table Tennis Federa-
tion president Syed Yousuf Hos-
sain,

Twenty-six paddlers from
six team are taking part in the
three-event meet — women's
team, women's singles and
women's doubles.

Three team-event matches
were decided on the opening
day.

}FPatuakhali DSA beat Ra-
jshahi DSA by 2-1 sets; Narail
DSA defeated Borguna DSA by
3-0 and Bangladesh Ansars beat
Borguna also by 3-0.

Multidrive youth
v’ball from
Friday

Multidrive national
youth wvolleyball champi-
onship, organised by the
Bangladesh Volleyball Federa-
lion, begins Friday at the Mir-
pur National Indoor Stadium,
reports UNB.

State Minister for LGRD and
Co-operatives Syed Abul Hos-
sain is expected to inaugurate
the six-day meet. :
A total of 15 teams, split into
three groups, are expected to

The

1 participate in the meet.
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LONDON, June 25: Prospects
of a bright and timely start to
the third day's proceedings at
the All Englandpl..awn Tennis
and Croquet Club (AELTC) on
the Church Road are bleak.

As | write these lines the
time is quarter to ten and the
sky is clnudly. A sliiht southerly
breeze is blowing but there is
hardly any chance of the sky
being cleared before the after-
noon. It seems the champi-
onships this year will follow
the patterns of 1996 when rains
played the villain and lot of
matches had to be rescheduled.
In recent times the best summer
had been in 1995 when the
tournament did not have any
intervention from the weather
ods. In fact in one the days of
the fortnight London experi-
enced the hottest day in 17
years.

This year's purse, mean-
while, has improved by 6.5 per
cent over the last year's. The
total prize money has gone up to
£6,884,952. The Gentlemen's

Disciples having a last glimpse of their beloved football
mentor Gafur Balooch, who died at a cit:!r hospital yester-

day. (Story on page 12).

— Star photo

singles winner will be richer by

LONDON, June 25:
It is always inter-
esting to know
the speed in which
the big servers of
the game send the
ball across the net. Since the
days of ‘Boom Boom Becker’ in
the mid-eighties, tennis bufls
have been showing overwhelm-
ing interest in this particular
aspect of the game. Apart from
the direct telecasts of tennis to-
day, a strong serve by a player is

Todd Woodbridge of Australia raises his arms after beating
American Michael Chang in the first round of the

Wimbledon tennis championships in London on June 24.
Woodbridge won 7-6 (7/5), 3-6, 6-2, 3-6, 8-6.

— AFP/UNB photo

From Special Correspondent

£415,000 and the Ladies title
winner will receive a purse of

WTA’s top earners

ST. Petersburg, Florida,
June 25 (Reuter): Leading money
winners in women's tennis this
year as issued by the WTA Tour
on Monday.

Player Dollars
1. Hingis (SW) 1,590,891
2. Majoli (CRO) 1,000,126
3. Davenport (US) 606,141
4.  Fernandez (US) 555,622
5. Pierce |[FRA) 547.391
6. Zvereva (BEL) 430,863
7. Coetzer (RSA) 429 534
8 Seles [US) 373.183
9. Vicario [SPA) 362,233
10. Spirlea (ROM) 312610
11. Novotna (CZH) 312.305
12. Dragomir [ROM]} 280,045
13. Martinez (SPA) 278,417
14. Raymond (US) 254,368
15. Graf (GER) 230,249
16. Fernandez (US) 211.630
17. Huber [GER) 199,713
18. McCarthy (NED) 187.187
19. Tauzial [FRA) 182.133
20. Arendt (US)

almost equally responsible for
the popularity of the game. The
newﬂr laid turf at the awe-in-
spiring court number one, like
the traditional Centre Court, is
fitted with the speedgun and
they recorded Greg Rusedski
andv Mark Philippoussis having
registered an astounding 138
miles per hour service speed.
Pete Sampras also served with
great gusto against Tillstorm on
Court One at 129 mph. Fantas-
Lic, isn't it?

The following is the top 14 servers, so far:

PLAYER
Mark Phill;s:ufz‘uussia

Greﬁ Rused
Richard Krajicek

Marc Rosset
Pete Sampras
Michael Stich
Tim Henman
Jim Courier
Daniel Nestor

10 Marchello Craca
11 Mikael Tillstrom
1l Michael Chang
13 Karol Kucera
Todd Woodbridge

mmqmm-n-mu-—g
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From Tawfiq Aziz Khan
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Meeting of the
super-servers

From Special Correspondent

LONDON, June 25: Two of the
world's fastest servers were
locked in a do or ‘'die battle in
the Centre Court on Monday.
Britain's Greg Rusedski and
Australia’s Mark Philippoussis
made the capacity crowd ec-
static as each played shots out
of this world to match each
other shot by shot. But the scale
was definitely more titled to the
Canadian-born British than
the Australian of the Greek ori-
gin. Philippoussis had edged
past the speed record of Rused-
ski only a few days back but he
was having the taste of his own
medicine Monday. As the ex-
perts in Bangladesh are plan-
ning to douse the Magurchhara
fire in Moulvibazar, Rusedskl
fire was doused by fadin ligﬁlt
and early dew that made the
court slipﬁery_ At that point of
the match the six-feet-three-
inches tall Rusedski was com-
fortably placed at 7-6, 7-6, 3-1
with his own serve to come on
Tuesday when the match re-
sumes, Experts here predict that
the Briton is likely to wrap up
without much difficulty. The
match was so powerpacked that
John Parsons of the Daily Tele-

raph wrote, "No place for faint
1learts as the world's fastest
men met for the first time,"

Graf climbs

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
June 25 : (Reuter] : Leading
women's tennis rankings as is-
31_1{11 by the WTA Tour on Mon-

ay :

Player Points
1. Hingis [SWT) 169.0000
2. GrailGER) 3451.0000
3. Novotna [CZH)] 3181.0000
4, Seles (US) 3160.5083
5. Majoli [CRO) 2963.0000
6. VicariolSPA) 2568.0882
7. Coetzer (RSA) 2939.2000
8. Davenport (US] 2437.5000
9. Pierce [FRA) 2253.3000
10. Huber (GER) 2252 7189
l1l. Martinez [SPA] 1999.2206
12. Spirlea [ROM) 1806.0760
13. Fernandez [UJS] 1799.0000
14. Po (US) 1603.3000
15. McCarthy (NED) 1554.5726
16. Dragomir (ROM] 1502.5000
17. Habsudova (SLO) 1405.7182
18. Paulus (AUS] 1404.2813
19. Appelmans (BEL) 1338.0000
20. Wiesner(AUS) 1223.0810

WINDOW ON WIMBLEDON

£373.500. In 1996 the total
prizemoney was £6,465,910,

It may sound incredible tc
many of the lennis followers in
the tace of the heavy Australian
onslaught in the fifties and
American invasion of the Wim-
bledon in the eighties punctu-
ated by the incredible Swede
named Bjorn Borg, England
still heads the chart ol the
men’s singles title holders in
the 110 championships till
1996. The Englishmen have
won 35 times followed by the
United States (29), Australia
(20), France and Sweden seven
each, Germany and New
Zealand four each and Egypt,
Czechoslovakia, Spain and the

' Netherlands one each. In the

ladies' singles championships
the United States top the list
with 44 titles out of 103 played
till last year followed b

Britain (36), Germany (8],
France (6], Australia (5), Brazil
(3) and Spain (1).

OCA prepares
alternatives

HONG KONG. June 25: The
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA)
will shift the venue for seven
sports for next year's Asian
Games in Bangkok if construc-
tion work is not finished, re-
ports AFP.

An OCA source said the gov-
erning body had identified ex-
isting venues in southern
Bangkok that could be used at
short notice for the event.

Stadiums and press facilities
in the Bangkok land complex in
the northern part of the city
must be finished five months
before the games start in
December 1998,

Tenders for hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of
construction work were sent oul
in January,

OCA comimittees that have
visited Bangkok have had to
warn the authorities several
times about the pace of prepara-
tions, but the source, who de-
clined to be named, said there
Olympic Council was confident
work would be finished on time.

"The main priority is the
venues and facilities.” said the
source. "The other aspects like
security and traffic, can be
worked out one, two or even

_ three months before the games.”

9:30 Mahayaga (Serial) 10:00
Aahat (Thriller Senal) 10:30
Janee Kaha Mera Jtea{ Gaya Ji
Drama Serial” Rakhi ‘Ja\gn}
1:00 The Young And The
Restless (Hindi Dubb 5&"31‘]
12:00 Yeh Sadi Nahi Ho Sakh
gaﬁaﬂ 12:30 Bindas Bol 1:30
remier (Latest Film Songs)
2.00 Surf-Wheel Of Fourtune
(Game Show) 2:30 Closed

| ZEE CINEMA |

7:30 Jaggu 9:30 Geddaavalu
Naane annadaE 12:15 Tara-
ana 12:45 Kotwal Saab (Shatr-

isney Hour 8:00 Paying Gues! . r I's My Choice  Hour 12:30 Serial; Chuti Chuti .

Egrﬁa ht?uuui auja Ke 9:00 Yeh }E% é?ag#iﬂ 1ﬂ:4y5 HFF - 1:30 Trishna (Serial) 2:00 Hindi Dubb Eng. Serial) 2:30 3:45 Taraana 4:00 Jeewana
Kahan Aa Gaye Hum 9:30 Das-  Namak Haram 12:30 HFF 1:30  Kuasha Zakhan 2:30 Sukh ine Matinee-Hindi Feature Fim Dhara (Rekha, HEHI Elabhﬂ_
taan 10;00 Vakaalat 10:30 Nukkad 2:00 Agar 2:30 GD Kal Dukhsa (Serial) 3:00 Ghum Ney 5:30 Double O Slip 6:00 Dennis 6:45 Hee Ha Ho 7:15 Shakli
News 11:00 Umeed 11:30 Nirma Bhi Aaj Bhi 3:00 Siyaram Kamal Serial) 3:30 Tana Poran The Menace (Dubb English Film) gIAmltahh I‘:}l_. Dili Kﬁ Rakhee)
Hum Paanch 12:00 Action Hindi Kombination 3:30 Cine Smyle Serial) 5:30 News 5:35 Pal-  6:30 Yadon Ki Baral 7:00 | 0:00 First Take 10:30 Romance
Feature Film Saajan (Sanjay 4:00 HFF . Vaishali tha 6:00 Janmabhumi (Serial) Dream Of Jeannie (Dubb Englis! Bk:{]gmar B"‘-"u“i. Poonam
Dutt. Salman Khan, Madhuri 6:30 Mone Rekho More Gaan  Film) 7:30 Bewitched (Hindi illon) 1:15 Fitier 1:45 Ayusu
Dixit} 12:30 Daraar 1:00 Mahab- PTV 7:00 Tarunder Janney / Dar- )I:m Surf-Wheel Of Four- Nooru (Tamil) 4:30 Filler i.alll[ﬁ
harat 1:30 Daraar 2:00 Payi shaker Darbare 7:30 Bangla  tune (Game Show) 8:30 Gaane Gora Aur Kala Ela]endra u-
Guest 2:30 Parivartan 3:0 8:00 TILAWAT AUR TAR- Sambad 8:00 Salboni Katha  Jaane Manee 9:00 Sidhi (Senal) mar, Vyjanthimala).



