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Pay Commission

Evaluation body
to submit

recommendations
by Sept 30

The Cabinet has constituted
a seven-member committee to
- evaluate the reports of the Na-
tional Pay Commission, re-
ports BSS.

The evaluation committee
will submit its recommenda-
tions to the government within
September 30 incorporating
the suggestions of the cabinet to
make the benefits of the new
pay scales effective from July 1,
said an official handout.

The cabinet decided this at a
meeting held yesterday with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

Cabinet secretary has been
appointed the convenor of the
committee while the other
members are: Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Defence,

See Page 12 Col 1

Death of Biman crew
CID examining

‘inquest report’
By Staff Correspondent

CID investigation into the
mysterious death of Biman
crew Nuruzzaman Sharif has
not yet found anything happen-

while he was in court cus-
that caused his death.

CID sources said they inter-
rogated those who were on duty
there and other sections of the
court on the day. The CID team
was also exami the 'inquest
report’ as it found the report far

erent from the autopsy re-
port of Nuruzzaman.

Nuruzzaman Sharif, 37, died

See Page 12 Col 2

— Inside Today
Article

by Brig (Retd) M Abdul
Hafiz
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Customs officials examining the gold seized at Zia International Airport yesterday.

— Star photo

71 kg gold worth over
Tk 4cr seized at ZIA

A customs surveillance team
at Zia International Airport
{ZIA) recovered gold bars worth
about Tk 4.16 crore from the
baggage of a Sylhet-bound pas-
senger from Dubai yesterday
morning.

Customs officials said, they
seized 598 gold bars, weighin
5,980 tolas or around 70.3
kilograms, from two suitcases
which arrived in the name of
one Sultan Ahmed Chowdhury
by a Biman flight at about 8 am
Sunday.

But despite frantic efforts,
the customs men and others
concerned failed to trace out the
passenger in the airport during
the last two days.

According to customs offi-
cials, Sultan Ahmed Chowd-
hury also came from Dubaij by
the same flight of Biman on

leave for Sylhet in the after-
noon as a transit
however, did net board the
flight.

Not getting the owner of the
suitcases, the customs men
scanned them and confirmed

the existence of the gold bars

inside. Later, at about 11 am

yesterday, the sujtcases were

opened under the direct super-

er. He,
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By Staff Correspondent

sioner Fakrul Abedin. The gold
bars, weighing 10 tolas each.
The gold bars are likely to be
deposited with the Bangladesh
Bank today.

A departmental case was
filed and a general diary lodged
with Cantonment thana.

Intelligence agencies were
investigating the incident and

Housewife, trader

murdered 1n city

By DMC Correspondent

Two Fcrsuns includin(f a
housewife were murdered in
separate incidents in the city
yesterday.

Ferdousi Begum, 30, was

. found dead with a mark of in-

See Page 12 Col 3

scheduled.to . __ .

trging to nab Sultan Ahmed
Chowdhury. His whereabouts
could not be known.

According to customs offi-
cials, it was the biggest haul of
smuggled gold at the customs
hall of the airport. In the
biggest ever haul the precious
metal in the country, a surveil-
lance team recovered 1,175 gold
bars worth about Tk eight crore
from the airport's airfreight
godown in September last year,

The Detective Branch of po-
lice has already suhmittﬂé, a
chargesheet accusing 13 people
of their involvement in smug-
gling gold worth about Tk 8
crore.

Earlier, on June 20, a cus-
toms team recovered 900 tolas
of gold worth about Tk 44 lakh
from a transit passenger bound
for Chittagong from Dubai,

Gasfield fire may die

down anytime: Experts

By Mizan Ali and Igbal Siddiqui

The heighl of the flame at
the Magurchhara drilling site
reduced further yesterday and
came to a level of around ten

feet, according to official
SOLUICEeS.
The fire is now located

around the crater, created by
the explosion, they added.

Talking to The Daily Star
over telephone, experts at the
site said that the fire will die
down naturally as the pressure
of the gas was reducing.

The gas which was coming
out of the pocket at the drillin
site was almost exhausted an
it will be totally burnt out
within the next three to four
days, they noted.

Measures would be taken to
"kill the well" after the salvage
work is completed, the experts
said, adding that "killing" of the
well is necessary to prevent any

future blow-out from the same
hole.

-

Steps have already been
taken to mobilise another rig
for cement squeezing and plug-
ging the holes and the rig is ex-
pected to reach the site within a
month.

Our Staff Corresponded
Igbal Siddiqui from Sylhet

Two alternative
plans to seal

gas wells
By Sharier Khan

Experts of Occidental have |

chalked out two alternative
plans to 1l::nt':1‘1:['1ar1n:::nI;lji.r seal the
Maﬁgurch ara gas well which
exploded in flames on the night
of June 14, according to a well-
placed source in Petrobangla.
'Right now, the flame of the
gas well is showing signs of
See Page 12 Col 7

quoted an official at Magurch-
hara as saying that the fire may
die dewn an e as the upward
pressure of gas fell abruptly.
Heat in the surrounding areas
also fell and people can now
reach within 50 metres of the
site.

Steps to cap the mouth of the
gas well will be started soon,
said an official of Occidental on
condition of anonymity.

The officials wur{ing at
Magurchhara said, now the
main task would be to start dig-
ging of the 'deviation well'.

Local administration offi-
cials in consultation with the
experts of Occidental have al-
rﬂad%’ finalised the proposed
site for the deviation well at a
nearby area. Initial work like
land development would be
started within a day or two, the
source added.

The Divisional Engineer of

See Page 12 Col 8

A year of .slavery and
conspiracy: Khaleda

MAIJDEE COURT, (Noakha-
li) June 23: BNP Chairperson
and Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
today vowed to launch tough
action programme against the
overnment if it fails to with-
raw the new taxes and sur-
charge on essentials imme-
diately, reports UNB.
"We'll be forced to announce

| | atough action programme if the

government does not immedi-
ately withdraw the anti-people
measures proposed in the 1997-
98 national budget.” she told a

public meeting at Noakhali Zila
School ground here this after-
noon.

The District BNP organised
the meeting commemoratin
the first death annivers o
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
leader Zafrullah.

Addressing the largely-at-
tended meeting, Begum Zia
termed the one-year of Awami
League rule the "year of slavery
and conspiracy.”

She said the first test of this
government in one year was the
1997-98 budget. "But this gov-
ernment has completely failed
in this examination.”

Calling upon the people to
resist all conspiracies against
the country and its people, the
Leader of the Opposition said
now the time has come for all to
come forward for protecting the
country's independence and
sovereignty. In this context, she
sought unity of the nationalist
forces.

Begum Zia strongly criti-
cised the proposal for imposi-
tion of taxes on medicine, pa-
per, sandal and raw cotton in
the new budget.

This will lead to the closure
of many industries in the face
of tough competition and
Bangladesh will turn into the
market of India, she said.

The former prime minister
said the country's economy was
deteriorating day by day; the

See Page 12 Col 4

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting in front of the Jatiya Press

Club yesterday marking completion of one year of AL government,

— Star photo

- AL rally in city marking one-year rule

People to judge, but we took

prompt decisions: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday made a fer-
vent call to the Opposition po-
litical parties and the people ir-
respective of class and profes-
sion to work together with the
common objective of changing
the lot of tni{ing masses.

"Let's work in unison to
change the lot of the poverty-
stricken people of our country.
Let's shape our future in a better
way," Hasina said at a public
rally arranged in front of the
Jatiya Press Club markin
completion of one-year o
Awami League government.,

The Prime Minister, who is
also President of the ruling
Awami LeaEue. gave a brief re-
sume of the one-year gover-
nance by her party and said,
"We want to establish basic
rights of the people, we want to
live up to peoples’ aspirations.”

| By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina said over the
last 21 years, the number of un-
employed, those below poverty-
line and the landless increased
but the rate of literacy did not
increase.

The Prime Minister said her

Face the People
on BTV

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in her "Face the People”
programme on BTV last night
gave answers to 42 questions on
various issues starting from

olitics to prostitution, reports
NB.

The 90-minute programme
was telecast live from 8:30 pm
on the occasion of the Prime
Minister's one-year in the of-
fice. Popular TV presenter

See Page 12 Col 5

government is trying to bring
about economic development
and taken steps to ensure secu-
rity in public life. "People will
judge what we did in past year.
But, at least 1 can say that we
did not delay in taking deci-
sions."

She mentioned that steps
were taken to draw foreign in-
vestment and that flow of in-
vestment into the country had
already started.

She said that her govern-
ment discussed all issues of na-
tional importance in the par-
liament and always welcomed
participation of the Opposition
in debates on policy issues.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned her government's steps
in last one year for develop-
ment of agriculture and health-
caré facilities. She said the

See Page 12 Col 1

HC rule to allow'
disabled to sit

for BCS exams

From Staff Correspondent

The High Court has issued a
rule nisi on the Secretary, Min-
istry of Establishment and the
Chairman, Public Service
Commission as to why the
blind disabled petitioners who
are academically gualified
would not be able to appear in
the BCS Examination.

The rule was issued by a Di-
vision Bench comprising Jus-
tice Mainur Reza Chowdhury
and Justice MA Aziz.

The petition was moved by
advocates Altafur Rahman,
Mosharaf Hossain and Abdul
Mannan Khan of Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust,
said a press release issued by
the Trust yesterday.

Strike observed
at DU

Examinations and adminis-
trative works of Dhaka Uni-
versity could not be held yester-
day as Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) enforced a strike in
educational institutions across
the country, reports UNB.

JCD, the student wing of
main opposition BNP, had
called ’[I?IE strike protesting
price hike of educational mate-
rials in the proposed budget and
repression on political oppo-
nents by the ruling Awami

League.
Routine works of the uni-
versity, including informal

classes, were disrupted as the
JCD su?purters locked the main
gates of the campus. The uni-
versity is now on summer vaca-
tion.

JCD also brought out a pro-
cession on the campus chanting
anti-government slogans. Addi-
tional police were deployed to
prevent any untoward inci-
dents.

Addressing a rally in front
of the arts faculty, JCD leaders
termed the proposed budget tax-
laden and anti-people, and said
it would only serve the inter-
ests of the foreign powers. They
called for revision of the pro-
posed budget to cut taxes.

The JCD leaders urged the
government to refrain from re-
sorting to repressive measures

See Page 12 Col 3

JU women'’s hall
named after

Jahanara Imam
By JU Correspondent

A women's hali of Jahangir-
nagar Universily has been
named after Jahanara Imam.
The "Women's Hall Number
Three" at the university will
now be called Jahanara
Imam Hall.

The decision was taken
unanimously at a meeting of
the JU Syndicate Sunday night.

Welcoming the decision, the
Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) brought out a procession
on the campus.

The Pro-Awaml League
Bangladesh Chhatra League and
the BCU JU unit also brought
out separate processions yes-
terday demanding that the
“Women's Hall Number Four” be
named after Pritilata.

At A press conference at the
JU Journalists' Association of-
fice yesterday, the BCU reiter-
ated its demand to name the
hall after Pritilata for which
they "have been agitating an the
campus since 1994." JU BCU
president Abu Rezwan and Gen-
eral Secretary Ahsan Kibria
Siddique spoke at the press con-
ference.

India, Pakistan to talk

Kashmir in Sept

ISLAMABAD June 23: India
and Pakistan seeking to put 50
years of rivalry and war behind
them today announced an
agenda and negotiating mech-
anism for future peace talks,

Reuter.

A joint statement issued af-
ter weekend talks between the
Indian and Pakistani foreign
ministry secretaries, or top ca-
reer diplomats, said the agenda
included the long-running dis-
pute over the divided Hi-
malayan state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The agenda, which the
statement said addressed "all
outstanding issues of concern to
both sides" covers peace and se-

DENVER (Colorado), June
23: Leaders from eight of the
world's most influential powers
on Sunday issued a terse call for
a ban on the cloning of human
beings, reports AFP.

A paragraph in their final
communique at the end of a
three-day summit here ur in

articular that the eight —

ritain. Canada. France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, Russia and
the United States — take steps
on their own to outlaw the con-
troversial practice.

"We agree on the need for ap-
propriate domestic measures
and close international cooper-
ation to prohibit the use of so-
matic cell nuclear transfer to
create a child,” the statement
said.

curity, including CBMs
(confidence building measures).

The two countries, also plan
to discusses their military
stand-off on the Siachen
Glacier, terrorism and dru
trafficking. and economic an
commercial cooperation.

The statement followed
talks that started on Friday be-
tween delegations led by foreign
ministry secretaries Shamshad
Ahma of Pakistan and
Salman Haider of India.

"It was also agreed that both
sides would take all possible
steps to prevent hostile propa-
ganda and provocative actions
against each other," the state-
ment said.

G-8 for ban
on human

cloning

An earlier — and far wordier
— draft that had been circulated
here also carried an appeal for a
ban on human cloning. But at
the same time it contained lan-
guage that could be interpreted
as leaving the door open for
such experiments.

The final one-paragraph

It said the foreign secretaries
would hold a third round of
talks in September in New
Delhi. The lirst ice-breaking
session took place in the Indian
capital in late March.

In a separate statement, the
two sides said they had agreed
to release Indian and Pakistani
fishermen and boats detained
for straying into each others
territorial waters.

They agreed to free 26 Pak-
istani boats and 195 crew and
35 Indian boats and 194 crew.
“Other boats and crew will be re-
leased as and when identified."”
the joint statement said.

“I am happy to state that we

See Pape 12 Col 6

provision was in line with Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's convictions
on human cloning, a practice he
has denounced as 'misguided,
malevolent.’

Clinton formed a national
bioethics advisory commission
in February after the successful
cloning of an adult sheep in
Scotland, a development that
shook the scientific world and
launched sensational specula-
tion over the possibility of en-
gineering human beings.

Following on the panel's
recommendations, Clinton

roposed legislation banning
Euman cloning for five years.

While the bill is pending, the
President extended the morato-
rium on federal funds for such

See Page 12 Col 6
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