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Water Sharing Treaty in New Delhi
Contd from Supplement

.Although 4 lac metric tonnes
of food-grains were sold through
open market operations in 1996,
due to proper policies and effi-
cient management of the gov-
ernment as well as smooth sup-
ply of food grains throughout the
country, OMS operations were
not required this year. Due to
signing of the historic water-
sharing treaty with India, G-K ir-
rigation project could remain op-
erational this year and cultiva-
tion of high yielding variety of
Aus paddy was possible in addi-
tional 75 thousand acres of land.

A task-force has been formed
by the government with repre-
sentatives from different min-
istries to bring about overall im-
provement in forestery and envi-
ronmental management as well as
to raise mass awareness on the
subject.

During the current fiscal year,
revolving credit worth taka 104
crore has been extended to 17
lakh 21 thousand 622 families
for proverty alleviation, “Income
and employment generation
through projects in the social
welfare sector. Vocational train-
ing has been imparted to 8 lakh
48 thousand persons. To give di-
rections to women development
issues, the national women coun-
cil has been recast in
January,1997. The present gov-
ernment announced a national
women development policy
whose principal goal is to im-
prove the lot of women commu-
nity of the country who has to
suffer from- various kinds of de-
in so-
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ciety; to ensure equality of men
and women in all spheres of na-
tional life- social, political, ad-
ministrative, economic, family
and state levels; to remove all
disparities and torture on women
and girl-child; and above all, to
ensure participation of women in
all kinds of development activi-
ties. Appropriate strategies have
been drawn up to achieve these
goals. A 25 members national
children's council has also been
reconstituted for developing and
protecting children's rights.

Press in Bangladesh enjoys
complete freedom. For ensuring
overall welfare of the work-

ers.employees and journalists.

working in Newspapers and News
Agencies, the 5th Wage Board
Award has been announced by the
government within one year of
its assumption of office.A com-
mittee for granting autonomy to
Betar and BTV has almost fi-
nalised its report. A full-fledged
TV centre has been set up in
Chittagong and relay stations
have been commissioned re-
cently at Jhenaidah, Thakurgaon
and Brahmanbaria to bring the
whole country under TV cover-
age. A radio station has been in-
augurated at Thakurgaon. A full-
fledged radio station at Barisal
and a TV rélay centre at
Patuakhali will soon be inaugu-
rated. The initiative to broadcast
parliament proceedings in ah
undistorted form through Betar
and ‘Television has been ac-
claimed by all. Newsbriefs cover-
ing important news events are
sent. daily to Bangladesh
Missions abroad by the Press
Information Department. During

the past 11 months. the number
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and former Indian Prime Minister Deve Gowda signing the hi

istoric Cianges

of PID handouts and photographs
supplied to the print media to-
talled 4,178 and 4,708 respec-
tively.

There are visible signs of
resurgence from past stagnation
in the sporting and cultural arena.
Bangladesh for the first time be-
came champions in ICC Trophy
Cricket Championship recently
thereby booking a place in 1999
World Cup Cricket finals.

In the fields of arts and cul-
ture, there are visible improve-
ments due to opening up and
more frequent interaction with
the outside world. Closing cere-

mony of the silver jubilee of during the recent cyclone, due to
Bangladesh's independence Was direct supervisory role of the
celebrated with much pomp re- Prime Minister on cancellation
cently in presence of three dis- of her scheduled visit to Spain,

tinguished world leaders  adequate precautionary measures
President Yasser Arafat of e

Palestine, President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa and g™y
President Suleyman of Demirel of %
Turkey. An independence monu- _ §
ment has been erected at g
Suhrawardy Udyan alongwith
eternal flame of independence. g

Cultural and sports facilities are il
being rapidly expanded through-
out the whole country. The gov-
ernment will construct a cultural
complex at Suhrawardy Udyan to
be called "Sonar Bangla" and to
be linked to Shilpakala Academy.
The complex will contain na-
tional theatre and dance centres, ¥
national art gallery, folk arts mu- {&
seumn and library. |
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The government has success-
fully tackled natural disasters in-
cluding the recent cyclone under
direct supervision of the Prime *
Minister, Although there were
heavy losses in the coastal areas . -

taken by the government and
prompt relief and rescue opera-
tions, many lives and much

property were saved. This effi-
ciency and timely intervention
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by the government has been ac-
claimed worldwide.

In continuation of the poli-
cies formulated by Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the daughter of
Bangabandhu Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has been striving
hard to further strengthen the
armed forces, the ever-alert sen-
tinels of our independence and

- sovereignty. The armed forces are

making valuable continutions in
tackling natural disasters and na-
tional development programmes.
They have earned worldwide ac-
claim through their outstanding
role in UN peacekeeping opera-
tions.

In the diplomatic front, the
government has been pursuing an
active and aggressive policy
mainly for ecenomic ends. It is a
matter of pride that as many as
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina offering Munajai after inau
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eight outstanding statesmen of
the world have visited
Bangladesh during the past one
year, Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina addressed 51st session of
UN General Assembly last year.
Durihg the World Food Summit
held in Rome last year, her call to
build a poverty free world has re-
ceived much admiration. Her
chairing the world micro-credit
summit in Washington DC in
February, 1997, has been a mat-
ter of great pride for Bangladesh.
Among her other foreign visits,
her trips to Saudi Arabia, China
and India were tremendous diplo-
matic successes.

Long-standing dispute with
India on sharing of the Ganges
waters has been finally resolved
by signing the historic 30 - year
water-sharing treaty with India in
December 1997. Other outstand-
ing issues with India are being
gradually addressed to.
Repatriation of tribal refugees
from India are now happily un-
derway after an agreement was
reached between the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts and the Parbatya
Chattragram Janasanghati
Samity in March'97. A final
agreement on the issue is likely
to be signed very soon by the
two parties to resolve the
decades-old dispute.

Efforts for strengthening
Asian Cooperation
through SAARC got a new mo-

' mentum due to the pragmatic role
! played by Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina at the Male SAARC
Summit held in May,1997. The
scope for regional cooperation
for economic growth has been
further widened recently through
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gurating BTV centre at Chittagong.
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Bangladesh joining BISTEC
(Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka,
Thailand Economic Cooperation)
and D-8 (Developing - Eight
countries Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia,
Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey)
Economic groupings.

Bangladesh has been trying
hard to further strengthen bilat-
eral and sub-regional ties with
neighbours, specially in the
fields of trade, commerce, in-
vestment, transit and tourism,
These will have tremehdous
positive impact on the economy.
In the backdrop of a globalised
world economy, Bangladesh can-
not afford to lag behind in seiz-
ing opportunities for regional
and sub-regional coooperation
for rapid socio-economic growth.

The daughter of Bangabandhu
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
working relentlessly to establish
a society free from
hunger,poverty, exploitation,
and deprivations by bringing to
an end past anomalies, corrup-
tion, inefficiency and exploita-
tion. The government of national
concensus is determined to ensure
participation of the people in its
epoch-making development en-
deavours.

For building a "Golden
Bengal" as dreamt by Father of
the'Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, to institution-
alize democracy and to establish
a society free for exploitation,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
government is ever ready to lead
the nation for facing the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

(PID Feature)
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