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he parliamentary Elec-
nonof 12 June 1996

; was 8 milesions in the

annals of democratic polity in

[ S E Y.

Bangladesh. 1c was 3 irendseétiér
for the future, resurgence of a

glorions “heritage of the strug-
gling masses, beginning of a
new chapter in national uplift.
The election victory of Awami
League reflected the democratic
aspirations of our people and
their unshaken loyaliy to an ac-
countable and pro-people gov-
ernment. Such sponiancous and
massive participation of the elec-

torate has not been observed
since the general election of
1970.

The people had to wage re-
lentless struggle for a long time
under the charismatic leadership
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to reestablish their right to vote
shattering all conspiracies and
intrigues. Through this process
of mobilization of the masses for
a democratic future, the autocrats
and the neo-autocrats were both

ousted. After entering office &

through people's mandate Sheikh
Hasina has embarked on a relent-
less endeavour for building a

tizers, the present government
has been able to reach fertlizers
to the doorsteps of the farmers
through sound management. This
has made ‘significant contribu-
tion (&' ineféasé in' production of
FOO0 = PRI e e et

Communication and commer-
cial services sectors have also
made sigmficant contributions to
GDP growth this year with
growth rates of 6.1% and 6.5%
respectively. Rate of inflation
has come down to 3.34% from
4. 07% last year. Other macro-
economic indicators like savings
- GDP ratio {14.4%) and invest-
ment GDP-ratio (17.38%) have
also regisiered significant gains
during 1896-97.

In the domestic front epoch-
making steps have been taken by
the government to strengthen!
rule of law and ensure fundamen-
tal human rights. A permanent
Law Commission has been set up
to reform and revamp the legal

'Sonar Bangla' - a cherished §le"

dream of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. This government of na-
tional consensus is pledge-bound
to implement the ideals and pro-
grammes of Bangabandhu,
Bangabandhu dreamt of a Sonar
Bangla free from exploitation
and corruption, During the past
one year emphasis has always
been placed on a transparent and
accountable administrative sys-
tem. The governmental decision
making process has been recast
on the basis of national consen-
sus and understanding. To reflect
this ideology of the government
a neutral and non-partisan lumi-
nary like Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed has been elecied President
of the Republic.

The government has been at-
taching top priority to poverty
alleviation to materialize the
dream of Father of the Nation for
economic emancipation of the
people. Proverty alleviation ef-
forts were obstructed during the
past 21 years due to slow rate of
economic growth. So plans were
drawn up to gradually raisec GDP
growth rate to 7% within next 5
years with a 5.5% growth rate in
the inaugural year. In fact, the
GDP growth rate during 1996-97
has exceeded the target by reach-
ing 5.7%. This 1s a record for the
1990's. Agriculture sector, aided
by pro-peasani policies of the
government has been the main
driving force in this break-
through. It posted a growth of 6%
during the year, food grains pro-
duction reaching a record level of
20.3 million tonnes. After re-
moving the anomalies and cor-
.. ruption practised by the previous
‘regime in the distibution of fer-
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Judiciary now enjoys, unprece-
dented freedom in Bangladesh. A
bill will be placed in parliament
soon for separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive. The in-
famous Indemnity Ordinance
promulgated in 1975 - which vio-
lates fundamental human  rights
has been repealed by the Jatiyo
Sangsad. As a result, trial of the
killers of Pather of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family ‘members
- which has been a long standing

Minister Sheikh Hasina anti-ter-
rorism campaign has been
launched on a sustained basis
throughout the country., Law and
Order situation is rapidly improv-
ing due to strict enforcement of

Jaw by_the police and ofRer agen-"

—law

cies. Efforts are also underway to
modernise the police force to
cater to increasing needs of the
people.

In order to facilitate quick
dispensation of justice at mini-
mum cost for the people and to
reform the judicial structures, the
government is implementing a
200 crore taka project with assis-
tance from the World Bank. The
project is of 3 years' duration and
also aims at modifying and updat-
ing existing laws.

The government has taken
strong measures to rectify the
distortions which have erept into
our national history during the
past 21 years. With this goal in
mind, numerous measures and
programmes are being executed

i i e e e il

Prﬁs&f&n; Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina placing floral
the Mazar of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara

through Television, Betar and the
Mass media to reinstitutionalize
eternal Bengalee heritage, ideals
of the liberation war and 1mmor-

tal values of independence.The
portrait of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman has been reinstated at
state level. 15th August has been

demand of the people has been = =

made possible today.

Through an amendment in-
corporated recently in the rules of

procedure of parliament, MP's in- T

stead of
Parliamentary Standing
Committees. This is a revolu-
tionary measure of
Minister Sheikh Hasina to make

parliament more effective and to
institutionalize parliamentary |

democracy.

"“Terrorists do not have any |

ministers’ will head *

Prime

party, arrest them wherever they R o
may be”- on the basis of this ~— eI

clear directive from Prime

1

declared National Mourning Day.

For the sake of public welfare,
the government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has de-
cided to strengthen local gov-
ernment bodies. The report sub-
mitted by the local government
commission recommending 4-
tier local government structure is
under active consideration of the
government.

To streamline public adminis-
tration and to attune it with a pri-
vate-sector-led free-market econ-
omy, a public service reforms
commission has been set up by
the government. As per the elec-
tion pledge of the government,
the pay commission report has
already been submitted. It is now
under process of implementation,
The facilitate ease of communica-
tion at national and international
levels, two-day weekly holiday
‘with new office timings have
been introduced by the govern-
ment recently.

Under the dynamic leadership
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
free-market economic policies
are being implemented by the
government alongside develop-
ment of institutional, legal and
infrastructural framework for
trade and investment. Different
facilities and incentives are be-
ing offered to attract local and
foreign investors. These include
provision for setting up Export
Processing Zones by the private
sector, a new EPZ at Gazipur and
expansion of DEPZ at Savar.
Other facilities like tax holiday,

duty rationalision, 100% foreign

investments, repatriation of
profits etc, are also being of-
fered. ~

In line with experiences of
the past and economic needs of

S

-----------
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owned enterprises have been
geared up. The Privatisation
Board has been recast. During the

ey
e AL i B F
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wreath at

-

current fiscal year, 5 enterprises
have already been sold out, sale
process of another 10 is likely to
be completed soon and shares of
9 have been offered in the stock
market. For the coming fiscal, 65
SOEs have been. identified for
privatisation,

Due to massive corruption and

. .
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anarchy in the past in the bank-

ing sector, it was on the verge of

collapse. The present govern-
ment is determined to remove

that indiscipline.Measures are
being taken to improve the regu-
latory and legal framework of the
banking sector. Bold measures
like enactment of Bankruptcy
Act, 1997 and amendments tol.oan
Court Act and Bank Company
Act,1991 have been imple-
mented.

The recommendations put
forward by the banks reform
committee andLawReforms Com-
mission to bring back discipline
in the banking sector will be im-
plemented in phases. -

A number of steps have been
taken to ensure transparency and
check manipulation in the stock
market. A National Stock
Exchange will be set up very
soon to cater to_increased de-
mand. ©

The performance of the exter-
nal sector has been satisfactory
during 1996-97. Taka has been
devalued by 4.35 pc in the light
of market realities. Exports have
picked up and it is likely to sur-

‘pass targeted growth of 12.8 pc.

If food imports are excluded, im-
ports will have grown by 7.5 pec
during the year. Remittances
sent-by expatriate Bangladeshis
have also grown by 23.5 pc.

Successes in infrastructure de-
velopment has generated new
hope for the nation. Work on
construction of concrete bridges
having total length of 11,300
metre and iron bridges of 6,300
metre is progressing fast. Jamuna
Miltipurpose Bridge is nearing
completion. The government has
decided to construct Padma,
Bhairab and Pakshi bridges.

Cox's Bazar sea beach has been
undertaken to attract more
tourists to the area.

Production-sharing contracts
have been signed with local and
foreign firms for oil and gas ex-
ploration in 8 blocs out of a total
23 in the country. Whereas only
1.25 kilometre of Ashuganj-
Bakhrabad gas pipeline was built
by the previous regime, remain-

ing 56.75 kilometre of the

pipeline was built under the direct
supervision of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina within a short
time. As per private sector power
generation policy formulated by
the govt. in October 1996, three
barge-mounted power generating
units with capacity of ‘100 MW
each would be set up by private
sector entrepreneurs at Khulna,
Haripur and Shikalbaha. Other
power projects in the pipeline at
Meghnaghat,
Haripur,Mymensingh and
Baghabari will help Bangladesh
attain self-sufficiehcy in power
generation in near future.

The Telecommunication sec-
tor has been opened up by the
govt. for private sector invest-
ment. Two private companies
have been given permission to
set up digital telephone ex-

15

The construction work of Jamuna Bridge is in progress
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changes at thana level. A particu-
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lar company enjoyed monopoly
in cellular telephone business
during the rule of previous
regime. By breaking this
monopoly, four companies have
been granted licence for provid-
ing cellular telephone services.
Telephone connections have
been raised to 4.92 lacs from
3.75 lacs in June, 1996.
Conversion from analogue to
digital system is going on in
full swing. '

Innovative concepts such as
employment banks for the youth,
pension for the elderly and hous-
ing fund for the sheltarless have
been incorporated in the pro-
posed budget for fiscal 1997-98.
These innovative projects have
been introduced for the first time
in our history.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has expressed her firm determina-
tion to eradicate the curse of illit-
eracy from the country within
next ten years. Education sector
has been granted maximum allo-
cation with that goal in mind.
The main thrust in development
strategy of the present Govt. has
been to develop human resources
for raising national productivity.
Maximum emphasis is being
placed on raising the rate of liter-
acy which is currently hovering
around 42.6 pc (15+age-groups).
Primary and Mass education is re-
ceiving maximum attention side
by side with technical and voca-
tional education. An Education
Commission has been set up to
provide policy guidelines to ‘the
education sector for facing chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

affected people at Patenga

Alongside education, health-
care facilities are also being
repidly expanded. A new health
policy is in the pipeline. Health
sector has made significant
strides during the past one year
due to governmental initiatives.
A national nutrition policy has
been launched by the government
to raise nutritional status of the

people.

A total of 1 lakh 90 thousand
workers were provided with em-
ployment opportunities outside

" the country during first ten

months of 1997-98 fiscal year.
The government sent missions (0
South Korea, Malaysia, the/Mid-
dieEast and different East Asian
countries to search for more em-
ployment opportunities for
Banglade
10 thousand youths received 3-
month long trainings at 21 youth
training centres within the coun-
try. These trainees were provided

shi workers. A total of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributing food among the cyclone

with credit for self-employment
at the rate of taka 25 thousand per
person in place of taka 2 thou-
sand 5 hundred provided by the
previous regime. The youth pro-
grammes are being rapidly ex-
panded to provide more training
and credit. The programme is be-
ing expanded to 470 thanas from
existing 230 thanas in 64 dis-
tricts. 32 thousand clubs
throughout the country have been
enlisted with the Youth/iDevelop-
ment Directorate, Over 2 lakh
men and women have been pro-
vided with training on livestocks
during the past 9 months.

to 20 thousand Haj
pilgrims in 1996, a total of 3|
thousand Bangladesh pilgrims
performed Haj during 1997. The
number of waqf estates have been
raised o 20 thousand from 16
thousand last year.
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