DHAKA - SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 1997

PR SRR L S e

F 0 C U S M
Law and Our Rights

Enforcing Foreign Arbitration Awards 1n Bangladesh

N an article blished in

the Law m:rl t?

page on 6 April last,
touched upon the problems
concerning recognition and
enforcement of foreign arbitr-
ation awards in Bangladesh
and concluded with the hugc
that a direction from the
Honourable, Appellate Di-
vision, our highest court of law,
may help to resolve this mater.
This is of crucial significance
for commercial litigants in
Bangladesh who are parties to
contracts that involve a foreign
element.

Soon after the article went to
press for publication but before
it was in fact published, the
Honourable Appellate Division
had an opportunity to address
the very issue in the case of
British Airways PLC v
Bangladesh Air Service (Pvt))
Ltd. (Civil Appeal No 30 of 1996;
Iudgmcnt ronounced on 27

ch 1997). Mustafa Kamal J.
ave the léading judgment fol-
Fuwcd by a brief concurrin
ju t by Latifur Rahman J.
with the other learned judges.
AT M Afzal CJ, M A Rouf J. and
BB Roy Choudhury J also con-
curring.

This case concerned an
agreement between BA and BAS
under which the latter was ap-

 pointed as the General Sales
Agent (GSA) of the former to act
in certain s of Bangladesh.
The agreement contained an
arbitration clause according to
which the parties had to refer
their disputes to arbitration "in
accordance with and subrief:t to
the Arbitration Act 1950" (that
is the English Arbitration Act
then in force) and also a juris-
diction clause which stipuiated
that the agreement had to be
interpreted in accordance with
' Eciégllsh law. This, it is submit-
ted, should have been termed
the choice of law clause as ju-
risdiction decides which is to be
the forum for settling the dis-
Iautts (lex fori) and the choice of
aw clause in a contract stipu-
lates the law which the forum
is to apply in settling the dis-
pute. Thus if the parties so stip-
ulate, a court of our country
conferred with the jurisdiction
to hear a case may well have to
apply E
H.I::I?J;tr;::gtuif this happens to be
the proper or chosen law of the

contract. This point deserves a
more consideration in future.
Moreover, the Parties may
choose the law of one state to
construe the I
law’ of another state to

arbifration. These prob}

of conflict of laws, which is a
ng area for the courts and
tigants in our country.

After a dispute which arose
between BA and BAS, a series of
litigation followed. BA relied
on the aforesaid clauses and
contended that the courts of
Bangladesh had no jurisdiction
to appoint an arbitrator to con-
durf arbitration proceedings lo-
cally whereas BAS asserted that
such in interpretation confer-
ring exclusive jurisdiction on
English courts was wrong and

A Step in

that the relevant factors favour
arbitration to be held in
Bangladesh. The Hon'ble th
Court Division agreed with BA
and made the rule absolute.
Hence BAS appealed and the
matter came before the Hon'ble
Appellate Division. The issue
then simply was — which court
should have jurisdiction over
the arbitration proceedings, our
courts or the English courts?
One of the grounds taken up
by the ﬁpggllant (BAS) was that
the Hi urt Division did not
properly consider their submis-
sion that a foreign arbitration
award was not enforceable in
Bangladesh. This article is con-
cerned with this incidental is-
sue and while it is clear that
this point did not form ratio
decidendi (i.e the principle of
law on which the decision of the
case was based) of the case, any
observation of the Appellate
Division may have affected
many other pending or future
cases in the lower courts in-
volving foreign arbitration
awards and this is precisely the
reason why two of the most dis-
tinguished lawyers of the coun-
try, Dr. Kamal Hussain and Dr

istan S Court held in the
case of M/S Y (London)
Ltd. v M/S arlas Bros.

(Karachi) reported at 14 DLR
(SC) 151 that in the absence of
fresh notification by the Cen-
tral Government of Pakistan a

foreign award was not enforce-
able in Pakistan. Consequently
the Government of Pakistan

promulgated Ordinance 53 in
June, 1962 remo doubt and
declaring that the notification

- issued by the Central Govern-

ment of India in the pre-parti-
tion period declaring any power
to be a party to the Convention
or any territory to be the terri-
tory to which the Convention
applies, shall be deemed to be a
notification issued by the Cen-
tral Government of Pakistan.
The learned counsels submitted
that in the Bangladesh Code
(Vol, XI), published in 1988, the
Act 1937 containing the
amendment made ance
53, has been published as an
existing law, indicating thereb

that the Government o

Bangladesh takes the view that
Bangladesh continues to be
bound by the Protocol and Con-
vention. To fortify this argu-

forced in B adesh both un-
der the 1937 Act and the 1958
Convention so that no further
legislation is necessary. This
desired result may also be
achieved, if the 1958 Conven-
tion can be taken to form part
of the schedule to the 1937 Act,
replacing the Geneva Protocol
of 1923 and the Geneva Con-
vention of 1927. Mustafa Kamal
J in his judgment observed that
India, a signatory to the 1958
Convention passed a domestic
legislation, namely Foreign
Award (Recognition and En-
forcement) Act, 1961 to give ef-
fect to its provisions, thereby
repealing the Act of 1937 and
that England has recently
passed the arbitration Act 1996,
incorporating the latest devel-
opments made in the 1958 con-
vention. (at pp. 20 & 21 of the
transcript of the judgment). As
will be seen below, the Honor-
able judge, for very sound rea-
sons did nol express any view
on the point.

Dr Kamal Hussain based his
contentions in numerous ways.
He referred to Article 25 of our
Constitution which enjoins the
state "to respect international

established j

to international obligations which a country undertakes -
whether or not they have been incorporated i
- for the purpose of removing am
national cmwtiﬂdions,_

sh law in construing

ent and the ,
i re
quite common in the provirice

M Zahir, although not in-

structed by the parties to this
case voluntarily came as inter-
veners and the Honorable Ap-

pellate Division kindly gave
them permission to make their
submissions and also notified

the learned Attorney General of
Bangladesh, Barrister KS Nabi
to be present at the hearing.

As has been said in the pre-
vious article, after the fudgm:nt
of the High Court Division in
the case of M/S Haji Azam v.
Singleton Binda & Co. reported
at (1975) 27 DLR 583, the ac-
claimed (but sternly disputed)
legal position was that the For-
eign Arbitration (Protocol and
Convention) Act 1937 which
was in force in Pakistan has
not continued in force under the

rovisions of Laws Continuance
nforcement order 1971 and is

asserted that when
the case of Haji Azam decided in
1975, the Government of
Bangladesh had already signi-
fied its consent, The notifica-
tion of 1938 by the then Central
Government of British India is
the notification as contem-

lated by the 1937 Act.

angladesh (Adaptation of Ex-
isting Bangladesh Laws) Order,
1972 (PO No. 48 of 1972) did not
expressly exclude the 1937 Act
and, therefore, it could not be
said that the 1937 Act was not
carried over as an existing and
operative law by the Law Con-
tinuance Enforcement Order
1971. Moreover, there is noth-
ing in the judgment of that case
showing that this point was
even argued before the court. No
submissions were made by the

ment, th

law” and submitted that even
though no domestic legislation
was passed to provide for en-
forcement of foreign arbitrate
awards, following accession to
the New York convention, our
Courts while interpreting such
awards should favour an inter-
pretation which upholds their
validity or enforceability under
the 1937 Act. He also quoted
from the Bangalore principles
adopted by the Commonwealth
Judicial Collogquium (1988])
where a principle was adopted
as follows: "It is within the
proper nature of the judicial
process and well established ju-
dicial functions for national
courts to have regard to inter-
national obligations which a
country undertakes - whether
or not they have been incorpo-

advocates from the either. side._._rated into dpmestic law - for the

no ative in sh as __ to.this effect. The learned coun-___ purpose of removing ambiguity
Bangladesh. i gouid nof  bely. selssu that eveni-¥othet ,ax, ﬁFfﬁﬁﬁﬁT} gp?lﬂﬂﬁn
internationally pound to accept . decision in Haji Azam's case is  cons utmns;*_ egis ations ar
any uhligaﬁuﬁ made or not plainly wrong, it de. ' common law.” Me‘also opined

undertaken by Pakistan or any
other state, which was
exercising control over ter-
ritories now forming
Bangladesh without its express
consent. Besides, there was no
gazette notification by the Gov-
ernment of B adesh as con-
templated by the 1937 Act to
signify such consent.

Both the learned intervening

counsels strongly objected to
this view in their submissions.
After the partition. the Pak-

cided per incurious by reason of
the failure on the part of the ad-
vocates involved in that case to
bring this point to the notice of
the court and should not be fol-
lowed.

On the point that
Bangladesh has acceded to the
New York Convention 1958 in
May 1992 under which we are
now internationally bound to
recognize and enforce foreign
award, Dr. Zahir submitted that
a foreign award could be en-

that the courts can either di-
rectly enforce a foreign award
under section 44A of the Code of
Civil Procedure by executing a
judgment on the basis of which
an English award has been
made or by having a judgment
passed abroad in terms of the

"It is within the proper nature of t;;ejudicial process and well

judicial functions for national courts to have regard

biguity or uncertainty from
and common law."
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ARIGP

the Right Direction

by Barrister Khaled Hamid Chowdhury

and submitted that the Act of
1937 'is now at standstill and
without a fresh notification by
the Government of Bangladesh,
the Act cannot be operative.
There exists no legal mecha-
nism for enforcement of a for-
eign arbitration award in
Bangladesh. This view sup-
ported the arguments made in
the case by Senior Advocate
Khandker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, the learned counsel for
the appellant Bangladesh Air
Services Ltd, who, however, did
not make any submission in
reply to the intervening coun-

s,

The lawyers involved in the
case were unequivocal in their
criticism of the Government for
not having taken any steps to
implement the New York Con-
vention after five long vyears
have elapsed or for keeping an
Act in Bangladesh Code which,
the High Court Division ruled
not to be operative twenty two
yvears aback. There was no ex-

lanation coming from the
earned Attorney General ei-
ther. In any case, the learned
Attorney General assured the
Court that he will instruct the
Government to make immedi-
ate legislation to provide for a
legal mechanism for enforce-
ment of arbitral awards passed

pursuant to the New York Con-
vention.

Mustafa Kamal J did not
favour either side on this point
as he observed : "We are not de-

nito domestic law ciding in this appeal whether

Haji Azam's case, 27 DLR 583
has been correctly decided or
not or whether legal mecha-
nisms exist for enforcement of

— a foreign arbitral award. We

leave it for decision in an ap-
propriate case, if and when oc-
casion arises." (at page 22 of the
transcript)

The Hon'ble judge clearly
foresaw the complications that
may have arisen if he had de-
cided this issue one way or the
other in a case where the point
of enforceability of a foreign
award was not directly relevant
as that may have effected those
pending cases in the lower
courts. Latifur Rahman J also
took a similar view in his con-
curring judgment. (at page 28)

What matters is that the
purpose has been served. The
Honorable Appellate Division
has conveyed the message to the
Government via the learned At-
torney General and our sincer-
est hopes are that steps will

ﬁ& per the as-

surance‘%t 1e ‘Attorney Gen-

" ‘eral. As for the decision in the

award and then by filing a suit:

here on the basis of the foreign
judgment.

arrister KS Nabi, the
learned Attorney General, how-
ever. relied on Haji Azam's case

case, the Honorable Court dis-
missed the appeal of
Bangladesh Air Services Ltd. so
that Arbitration proceedings
may now go ahead in England
in accordance with the provi-

sions of the English Arbitra-
tion Act.

The writer is an advocate of
the Supreme Court specialising
in Commercial, International

business, Company and Admi-
ralty laws.

Lawyering in Japan:
A Foreigner's View

by Dr Md. Zahirul Hoq Mollah

Wtergdte, the OJ Simpson case, Paula Jones, which are
dramatic examples of the daily butting of heads in the courts

between the state and its citizens that we

simply don't happen here.

HY would any lawyer

trained in the Anglo-

American or even Co-
ntinental tradition choose —
voluntarily choose — to practice
law in Japan?

Because, let's face it, law in
Japan is marginal, lawyers are
marginal, compared to what
they are back in America, Eng-
land and Europe.

[ mean this as a serious exis-
tential question for myself and
for you.

[ have a number of friends
from law school who are now
professors at well-known law
schools in America teaching
Japanese law. | often wonder
what it is they teach, unless it is
a kind of antimatter, negative
gravity physies course in which
the whole point is that this is a
country that operates without a
system of law as we know it.

To understand why Japan
lacks a legal system, is to un-
derstand why and how Japan is
different from the West across a
whole spectrum — historical,
anthropological, psychological.
Japan's legal system, such as it
is, is just a special case of the
larger issue of Japan itself. You
can't grapple with the legal sys-
tem without grappling with the
larger Tar Baby of what makes
Japan tick.

Let me write the Japanese le-
al system from four or five
ifferent angles that I hope will

converge at some kind of focal
point.

Angle No 1. Law in the West,
historically, reflects a profound
mistrust of authority. Some-
where in the 17th and 18th Cen-
turies, people in Europe and
England woke up one day and
said, "There is no reason the
king should arbitrarily be able
to deprive me of my freedom or
Erupert}f just because he is

ing." Monarchs across Europe
were toppled and beheaded, and
replaced with the framework of
constitutions. parliaments and
the Rule of Law that we all take
for granted.

Psychologically, the impor-
tant point here is that we view
law as a fundamental shield
against the raw exercise
power by the state — the poligg,
the' TR8 "2 el We tend to vieh
authority not as benigh, but as
potentially corrupt’ and mali-
cious.

Think about it, has there
ever been a Hollywood court-
room movie in which the de-
fendant was not falsely ac-
cused?

We tend to view the world
from the point of view of the
defendant, the point of view of
the underdog. and to view the
prosecutor and police as poten-
tial enemies.

By contrast, Japanese tend
to view authority with respect.

take for granted —

They view authority as benign
or benevolent. In Japan's great
revolution in 1868, the Meiji
Restoration, they didn't topple

and behead the emperor, the put
him back on the throne! -

In Japan the police come
around to people’'s houses rou-
tinely and ask to take a look
around the house to make sure
everything is in order. If that
happened in America. what do

ou think would happen?

ights would break out on peo-
ple's front porches. In Japan,
people politely invite the police
to look around.

The point is, Japan is happy
with authority and received
wisdom in a way that we simply
are not, and therefore does not
view the whole framework of
public law — the law that gov-
erns rights and relationships
between the state and its sub-
jects — as being especially rele-
vant. Watergate, the OJ Simp-
son case, Paula Jones, which
are dramatic examples of the
daily butting of heads in the
courts betiwween the state and its
citizens that we take for granted
— simply don't happen here.

As a corollary, Japanese
tend to identify not with the
underdog, but with the overdog.

Here we have an entire
country rooting for the
Japanese version of the New
York Yankees. There is a lot of
handwringing about organized
packs of Alpha school chil-
dren picking on the weak, but
no one stands up to protest and
there is a sense that the victim
somehow deserves his fate, in-
vites his fate.

Identifying with the overdog
goes hand in hand with an un-
seemly tendency to gloat in
victory, and to go into a tailspin
at the first sign of defeat. There
was gloating when the Japanese
took over Singapore in 1942,
and similar gloating in 1989
when the Japanese Bubble
Economy seemed on the verge of

swallowing up the world. But as

an American baseball player on
a Japanese team once said,
"When a team is down in the
bottom of the seventh, the fight
seems to go, _1'1'{;111; out of them."
Hence, the hysterical collapse of
confldends’ amd 'pérbéé&ﬂ'ﬁ in
the aftermath of 1942 and.]1989.

‘Angle No 2. Japanese do not
go through adolescent identity
crises and rebellions the way we
do. This is historically and psy-
chologically related to Angle No
1. It's interesting that adoles-
cence in the West is actually a
relatively recent phenomenon,
dating back to the 17th and
18th Centuries — precisely the
time that monarchs were being
overthrown and replaced with
constitutions. In the Middle
Apges, children at the age of
seven or 5o lollowed their par-

ents into the fields, mills and
factories and seamlessly be-
came miniature adults. You
look at paintings of children
from Middle Ages and they look
like unsmiling miniature
adults. Then, one day, teenagers
began moping around the
house, arguing with their par-
ents, locking themselves in
their rooms, growing long hair
and wearing T-shirts that say
"Question Authority." In a
funny way, at the family level,
the new phenomenon of adoles-
cence, the Oedipal struggle be-
tween sons and fathers, paral-
leled and replicated the politi-
cal revolutions that were going
on at the same time.

The educational system
keeps children at home, intel-
lectually paralyzed and unable
to think for themselves, pathet-
ically dependent on their moth-
ers. Until recently, male chil-
dren, first sons, simply never
left home. When they go to a cer-
tain age, their parents located a
suitable bride and arranged to
have her move in. Given this,
it's no wonder that Japanese
men are in an arrested state of
development, fixated on mother
figures. They have never had
the critical, formative experi-
ence that we all go through of
standing up to our fathers and
making that critical break with
authority through which we de-
fine our own identities and find
our own individuality.

Angle No 3. Law, commercial
law, is a tool that makes possi-
ble economic and other trans-
actions among complete
strangers. In the West, in the
17th and 18th Centuries, disaf-
fected adolescents left home
and headed fer London and the
colonies. There, they found
themselves thrown together
with a lot of strangers from
whom they had to buy things,
borrow money, rent rooms, and
so forth.

Japanese lawyers and bu-
reaucrats are great sticklers for
proper form and procedure.
Meanwhile, in back alleys, men
emerging from pachinko par-

. lours run by Narth Korea and
:”ﬂrggn.l 764, Eﬁ*ﬁ- E’FF-!IE’E?E*': e

ens for rash fthrou small
heles in the wall and stop off at
brothels that are outlawed and
officially do not exist.

I'm afraid that I am begin-
ning to sound like one of those
rabid foreign writers of letters
to the editor of the Japan
Times, complaining about the
local treatment of dogs, women
and foreigners.

The views expressed are the
writer's own and are not neces-
sarily of The Daily Star.
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yesterday.

Ramendu chairs
UNESCO congress
session in Paris

Ramendu Majumder, Presi-
dent, Centre of the
International Theatre Institute
and Sammilito Sangskritic
Jote, on Thursday chaired the
first session of the Commis-
sion-C on and Works
%f the Artial:ht at I;::Ie World

ongress on Implementa-
tion of the Recommendations
con the Status of the
gﬂl* which cnnclug in

s yesterday, reports .

About 30 tes from all
over the world attended the

?ﬂ:f: e ca:“;ldt:l’ Jl:mr: 16-

After the inauguration on
Monday. the congress was ad-
dru(] by Frtderlcuégw Di-
rector General of UN O

The congress examined, in
four commissions, the current
situation of the implementa-
tion of the recommendations

5. lt’: status of artists,
adopted UNESCO General
Conference in Belgrade in 1980

Majumder represented the
international Theatre Institute,
which was ered the chair-
m p of session the
Commission-C. Kamaluddin
Neclu. General Secretary of
Centre for Asian Theatre, Bang-
ladesh also attendcd the con.
gress, a press rclease said.

A procession protesting the proposed VAT on pipes was brought out by traders in the city

— Star photo

Call to try persons
responsible for

attack on newsmen
at Press Club

The leaders of the journalist
community yesterday reiter-
ated their demand to try per-
sons responsible for atrocities
on journalists at the Jatiya
Press Club (JPC) on June 21 in
1992, reports BSS.

They were addrewng' a rally
jointly organised by Bangla-
desh Federal Union of Jour-
nalists [(BFUJ) and Dhaka
grmun nfy:stcrdmmﬂ]ﬂa (DUJ) at

JPC ay morning.

They said, thi}; day ir?glﬂgﬂ
police went on a ram on the
Jatiya Press Club premises in-
juring more than hundred
journalists at the instruction of
the then ‘'autocratic’ govern-
ment.

Protesting the police atroci-
ties, the leaders demanded pub-
lication of the 1nquiz commit -
tee report on the incident.

They also called upon the
owners of newspapers to im-
plement the Fiﬂﬂ wag: Board
Award immediately and added
that the journalist community
should remain vigilant against
the conspiracy of vested quar-
ters in the implementation of
Lhe Wage Board Award.

The rally was chaired by
BFUJ vice-president Kartik
Chattergy

HR body expresses
concern over death
of Nuruzzaman

The Institute of Human

m and Legal Affairs, Bang-

; ave concern
over the th of Nuruzzaman

due to physical torture in police
custody, reports UNB.,

it also expressed concern
over the manner in which Nu-
ruzzaman was detained and tor-

tured in police cu in ab{::l
and total disregard for the

court’'s order granting bail to
him, said a press release, yes-
terday.

The institute called upon all
human rights sations in

to appropriate
steps to stop the recurrence of
all sorts of ﬂula't.iunbnf hl;[mﬂ:n
ﬂﬂltl. ]H.l'ﬁl:l.lliﬂ]' abpuse e
of rcmm:i;ﬂ and deattll::
in police custody ensure
protection of individual life.

Referring to Amnesty Inter-
national's report, the re-
lease said the death Nuruz-
zaman in such a barbaric and
inhuman manner is not an iso-
lated incident but series of sim-
ilar incidents have already
caused 13 deaths besides other
atrocities.

The institute urged the gov-
ernment to constitute a h
powered committee for judicial
enquiry and deman exem-

plary punishment to those re-
.pm.ﬁ for the incident.
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The povernment is expected
to starl execution of 26 pilot
projects at a cost of Taka 120
crore under Sustainable Envi-
ronment Management Pro-
gramme (SEMP) to benefit the
grassroot level population. par-
ticularly women, from Septem-
ber this year, reports BSS.

The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDD)
will fund the projects initially
to fulflil the government's co-
mmitment to poverty allevia-
tion through better resources
management, making people
aware of environmental prob-
lems and slupping further envi-
ronmental degradation.

The concerned government
officials and representatives of
non-government agencies and
donors on Thursday discussed
the implementation modalities
of the 26 priority components
identified by National Envi-
ronment Management Action
Plan (NEMAP) at a day-long
workshop.

Inaugurating the workshop

Metropolitan

al the CIRDAP auditorium in
the cily, the Environment and
Forest Secretary Ahbab Ahmed
said that all our actions should
be aimed at poverty alleviation.

He described the NEMAP as
an important document for
redirecting our plan towards
Lhe poor.

Assistant resident represen-
tative of the UNDP Michel Con-
stable also spoke at the inaugu-
ral session. Presided over by the
Joint Secret of the Ministry
of Forest and Environment KM
Ehsanul Haq, the working ses-
sion was addressed, among oth-
ers, by NEMAP team leader Dr
Mahfuzul Haque, Dr Atiar
Rahman of the BIDS, Addi-
tional Secretary of Industries S
Zaman Mazumder, Dr Rashida
K Chowdhury of the CAMPE, Dr
Mohiuddin Faruque of BELA,
Badiul Alam of the FE.JB, Badal
Rahman of Environment and
Development Alliance and Dr
Subinoy Nandi of the UNDP,

A UNDP paper, circulated in
the workshop, said that the

-,

< Eoe B LM Wi LAL

MUHAMMED ALL
. .I‘. % : ; ; . I'I. I'- ; r.. ; r. el

Bangladesh Societ
reception to Prof

of Anaesthesiologists accorded a
hahjahan Nurus Samad Choudhury,

; C O e PR T

Prof Kazi Mesbahuddin Igbal and Prof Fakhrunnessa on
their attaining various fellowships from home and abroad

| at a city hotel on Thursday.

126 pilot projects under SEMP
likely to start from Sept |

immediate beneficiary of the
SEMP pm{ects will be the poor,
particularly the women, in Lhe
eco-specific inlervention areas.
Special focus will be given on
enhancing their productive po-
tentials for better livelihood.
Capacity building efforts for
public sector bodies and civil
society organisation will pro-
mote increased awareness, en-
hance competence and develop
conducive policies towards
sustainable development.

Participants at the work-
shop appreciated the govern-
ment's seriousness in dealing
with the environmental issues
and poverty alleviation. They
suggested equal number of rep-
resentatives from the civil so-
ciety in the steering committee
of SEMP. The fire incident at
the Magurchhara gas filed in
Sylhet, causing scrious envi-
ronmental problemn in the
country, also came up for dis-
cussion and measures to check
repetition of such incidents in
future, were suggested.

The 26 projects include
community-based water supply
and sanitation, urban solid
waste management in Dhaka.
community-based urban waste
water trealment and commu-
nity-based rural industrial
waslc iInanagement,

Nat’l workshop on
banning child
labour begins

tomorrow

A five-day national work-
shop on banning child labour,
jointly organised by some trade
unions in textile, garment and
leather sectors, will begin in the
ci}? from tomorrow, reports
UNB.

The workshop, to be held at
Sunderban Hotel, aims at in-
fo people about the bad ef-
fects of child labour and identi-
effective measures against
read in the country.
angladesh National Coor-
dinating Council, an affiliated
body of International Textile,
Garments and Leather Workers
Federation, announced the pro-
amme at a press conference at

its

| the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
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President of Bangladesh Mohila ‘
inaugurated a month-long 'membership _
organised to commemorate the Forum's 7th founding
anniversary in the city yesterday.

R

Forum Ferdousi Sultana
collection drive'

M

SIA opens counter
at Motijheel

Singapore Airlines (SIA) has
ﬂpcnect; a counter at the office of
its GSA., MAAS Travel and
Tours Ltd at Motijheel Com-
mercial Area to offer still better
services to the travel agents
with offices in the business hub
of the city, says a press release.
The counter will offer reser-
vation, reconfirmation, revali-
dation and other reservation
related work.

All agents will have to con-
tinue contactin 'I“ick:tin% and
Reservation office at Gulshan

for ticketing.

Singapore Airlines' counter at the office of i1t.ﬂ GSA,
A.ﬁ\Sljl Travel and Tours Ltd, at city's Motijheel C/A.

Sajeda leaves for
New York

Minister for Environment
and Forest Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury left Dhaka for New
York Friday night to attend the
19th special session of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly, reports BSS.

The session will be held at
the United Nations headquar-
ters in New York from June 23
to 27.

Sajeda Chowdhury is lead-
in% a four-member Bangladesh
delegation.




