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1 Hnw many countries will
tipate in the sixth Asia
p cricket?

Four Six Three

2 | The number of associate
members in the Interna-
tional Cricket Council are

21 26 23

3 | Who has scored a double
hattrick in the Green Delta

First Division hockey
league? L
Sadek Kamal Siam’ |
4 | The Bangladesh = vice-cap-
tain in the 6th Asia Cup is
Minhajul | Aminul Saiful
|5| The new French Open
champion is
Bruguera Kuerten Chang
NEEE oiainimanmsnas

Iva Majoli

(Croatian tennis player)

"I just tihink
other p s
nothing to lose.”

of her as an- - |
1 really hape

About her French Open
final opponent Martina Hingis.

Div 111 soccer

Sports Reporter
Lalbagh Sporting Club and

Ba

(BG Press) won their res
Third Division football

matches held
venues of the ci

At the Raju
bagh
victory over
Sangh

Deepali
a. After a barren first

!

recorded a solitary

ngladesh Government Press
ective
eague
in difff:rent

yesterday.
ground, Lal-

goal

Jubo

half, Shakil scored the lone de-
ciding goal in the 51st minute.

Away at the Army

Stadium,

BG Press beat Maghbazar
Kisholoy Sangha also by a

solit

goal.
Hy

er struck

the match

winner in the 27th minute.

Perec trims her
Athens bid

PARIS, June 20: Double
Olympic champion Marie-Jose
Perec of France has decided
against running in the 400 me-
tres hurdles at the World
Championships in Athens in

August, reports Reuter.

The 400 and 200 metres
Olympic gold medal winner,
who trains in California, has
given up plans for a 400 metres
and 400 hurdles double. She has
decided to take part only in the
flat race in Athens, said today's

uipe quoting the organiser
Leg'lis weekend a European Cup

in Munich.

It said Perec had confirmed
she would run in the 200 metres
in Munich but was not yet ready

fnr the longer sprint.

Scene from yesterday's Green Delta First Division league match between Abahani and
Sonali Bank at the Hockey Stadium.

\ -Abahani Krira
\\ ; Chakra kept their
championship
c hopes alive in the
Green Delta First
Division league
with a comfortable 5-0 victory
over Sonali Bank in one of the
two matches played at the
National Hockey Stadium
yesterday.

In a one-sided affair, Indian
international Mukesh Kumar,
one of Abahani's four foreign
recruits, struck twice while his
compatriots Sabu Varkey,
Dhanraj Pillay and Moham-
mad Riaz added one apiece to
the winners' credit who led the
first half 2-0.

In a match held under light
drizzle throughout, Abahani
dominated the proceedings
from the very first minute with
an all-out approach. But due to
a seemingly defensive Sonali
Bank side who took up man-to-
man marking strategy, the sky
colour outfit

ad to wait for the
lead until the 13th minute.

It was former national skip-
per Mahboob Haroon who ini-
tiated the opportunity. The tall

Sports Reporter
centre half, atter a brilliant
one-two with Ramij at the right
flank, passed the ball to an un-

uarded Mukesh who fooled
ank custodian Shafi with an
accurate angular hit from the
left corner line.

Sabu, the Bangalore-based
Indian inside forward, sealed
the first half snunding the
board with a power packed hit
from a Riaz pass after six min-
utes.

Pumped up by the lead, Aba-
hani added three more to their
account after the breather be-
ginning with Dhanraj Pillay
who placed the ball home capi-
talising on a Sabu pass from
left side in the 55th minute.

Mukesh then made it 4-0 by
blasting the board from a Pilla
pass in the 63rd minute while
Riaz sealed the scoring from a
goal mouth melee in the penul-
timate minute.

It was the eleventh win for
Abahani in 12 league outings
which raised their tally to 33

oints, three points adrift of
eaders Mohammedan Sportin
Club who have collected 3

— Star photo

AKC remain 1n the race

points from same number of
matches. Another contender
Usha Krira Chakra also have 33
points with one match in hand.

On the other hand, it was the
sixth defeat for Sonali Bank in
12 matches which kept them
glued to their previous collec-
tion of 10 points.

AZAD BEAT
BACHELORS

In the day's other match,
Azad Sporting Club recorded a
3-0 victory over Bachelor

Spo rtlx:F Club.
led the first half 2-0,
Rajib scored two goals in the

first and 23rd minutes while
Habul netted the other for the
winners in the 67th minute.

It was Azad's fifth win in 12
matches which increased their
collection to 16 points while
Bachelors, who swallowed tLheir
ninth clefcat last afternoon,
have five points to their name.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Police AC vs Dhaka Ansars

(2:15
ﬁa KC vs Wari Club (4 pm]

Two Copa quarters today

#H LA PAZ, Boltvia,
June 20: Brazil,
already assured of
advancing, played
cautiousl in
beating Cul};mbia
2-0 and Custa Rn:a already
eliminated, worked hard to tie
Mexico 1-1 Thursday in Copa
America, the premier soccer
tournament of the region, re-
port agencies.

Mexico and Colombia also
advanced to the quarterfinals
in the tourney, as did Paraguay,
Bolivia, Ecuador, Argentina
and Peru.

Defending champions Uru-
guay were eliminated along
with Venezuela, Chile and Costa
Rica.

Brazil and Bolivia were the
only teams that ended the first
round with nine points.

The quarterfinals will be
played Saturday and Sunday.

ome team Bolivia will
Colombia in La Paz.

Colombia's trainer, Hernan
Dario Gomez said the team is
ready to handle the problems of
playing in La Paz, which is
3,600 metres above sea level.

ace

e will be a comiplicdted
game but we:know how to play
in the altitude,” he said.

Argentina will face Peru in a
match in the colonial city of
Sucre, 2,800 metres above sea
level.

Brazil will face of against
Paraguay in the tropical city of
Santa Cruz.

Also. Ecuador will play Mex-
ico in the city of Cochabamba,
located at an altitude of 2,400
metres.

The matchups were set when
Brazil had no trouble beating
Colombia 2-0 in the final first-
round Fame: Thursday. Colom-
bia still squeezed into the sec-
ond round.

"Colombia played against
Brazil with respect," said
Gomez, "To play any other way
against the Brazilians is im-

ssible.”

In the earlier
despite their weakest effort of
the week, tied Costa Rica 1-1.

Dunga scored Brazil's first
goal with a free kick at the 11th
minute. Edmundo scored in the
67th minute.

game, Mexico, '

!hﬂrﬂzil entered tHe garme
sured of first place and playcd
cautiously before an audience of
30,000,

Mexico's Luis Hernandez
scored on a penalty shot 14
minutes into the game, the
2,000th goal in the tournamen-
t's 81-year history.

The goal was Hernandez's
fifth in three games. After the
game, played in a downpour, he
was %lven a silver commemora-
tive plaque by the South Ameri-
can Soccer Confederation.

Even though Costa Rica had
no chance of advancing, they
played well against Mexico.
Hernan Medford tied the game
in 60th minute for Costa Rica,
which finished 1-2.

QUARTERFINALS

June 21: In Sucre: Peru v Ar-
gentina.

In La Paz: Bolivia v Colom-
bia.

June 22:

In Cochabamba: Ecuador v
Mexico.

In Santa Cruz: Brazil v
Paraguay.

KUALA LUMPUR,
June 20: Title
contenders Brazil
and France surged
ahead in the high-
voltage Group B of
the World Youth Cup football
tournament with convincing

victories Thursday, reports
AFP.
Brazil ensured their place in

the knock-out rounds of the bi-
ennial under 20 tournament by

beating spirited South Africa 2-
0 after being locked goalless at

half-time,

France, stung by the 0-3 loss
to Brazil in their first match,
scored twice in the first two
minutes to wrap up a comfort-
able 4-2 victory over Asian
champions South Korea at
Kuching.

Unbeaten Uruguay also
made it to the next round from
Group A by handing hosts
Malaysia their second succes-
sive 1-3 defeat at Shah Alam.
Belgium forced a 1-1 draw on
Morocco to open up the race for
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS aide 2 Midler walls
1 Steinbeck 40 —ex movie, 21 Caesar's
title end machina  with“The"  “where”
6 Esthetic 42 Discor- i ghniud 23 Actress
taste dance — MacGraw
12 Jinx 44 Notion customer 24 In olden
13 Got away 46 OPEC 5 Mets at
from member Shea, e.g. "— say!”
Hooen  Daoms T CSme e 28 bomen
8 ‘Pennant
measure cousin founder 30 Neptune's
:: Tom's wife 52 Belize 7 Preferred - iumain
ml“ r selections M-Hl'd'l
lesson 54 'S 8 Hockey's sister
17 A lo-0-0-0- Robitaille 33 Prot. or
o-ong time 55 Puts into 9 Decorating  Cath.
19 Ske- office 10 Brain 34 Seine stuff
daddled 56 Extorts membrane 39 Demon
20 Forteyn's 57 Putson 11 Perfect 41 “Boxcars”
fril the line 42 Door-
22 Prepare  DOWN 12 Towelword frame part LI .
ieather 1 Refuses to 18 Beyond the 43 Blue, in CRYPTOQUIP
2y eubo%e  Solution time: 24mine. B80S o TNy VGENU WOXN
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32 "Ms." = = ot — F Yesterday's Cryptoquip: THIS FELLOW'S SO
lownder [ H1alel: me|c i ROI0lE] 48 °'°“ “  STINGY HE WON'T EVEN GIVE YOU THE SLEEVE
35Shoppe (S [TIH ! [x[EJM[U[LTES OUT OF HIS VEST.
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“w aE WaMmn - Today’s Cryptnquip clue: T equals M
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37 Festive i ~ General will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
38 Shoe- 53 Cantab's words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
maker's rival ngerrm
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France keep hopes alive

the second spot in the gé-g

In Gmup C at Alor
two gualifying berths were up
for grabs after Ghana were held
to a 1-1 draw by China and Ire-
Iza.ncl defeated tﬁe United States

-1.
After the first two matches,
Ghana head the %rou with four
oints while Ireland and the
nited States have three each.
China are virtually out of the
race with a solitary point.

The French kept their hopes
alive in what is being referred
to as the "group of death" with a
brisk start as captain Thierry
Henry scored a first minute goal
and David uet made it 2-
0 in the second.

Thierry struck again in the
10th minute and Trezequet also
scored his second goal seven
minutes after the interval to
Flve France commanding 4-0

The Koreans fought back
through a]a by Park Jin-Sup
in the 5 69th minutes,
but it was ton litﬂ: too late,

South Korea, held to a goal-
less draw South Africa in
their first match, face the un-
enviable task of beating Brazil
on Sunday to stay alive in the
under-20 tournament.

France play South Africa on
the same day and a draw will
ensure they finish among the
top two in the group and ad-
vance to the -out rounds.

The unfancied South Afri-
cans kept the rampaging
Brazilians at bay
first half but camr. unstuck af-
ter the interval as Adailton
Martins, scored twice in a five
minute burst.

China, beaten with a last-
minute goal by the United
States in their first match, went
into the lead st Ghana
when Li Jin im.md the net two
minutes

—
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upBCCIpom

CALCUTTA. June 20: 1.#
mohan Dalmiya today su
ted his resignation from the

t of honor secre
5: Board of C:;{ﬂﬂ for Cricket

in India (BCCI) with effect from
uly 1, PTI.

E)ulmlyn had taken over as
the president of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) on
June 16.

Dalmiya told a
ence here that as ICC rules
and ations, the ICC presi-
dent could not hold any execu-
tive position in any board and
hence in a letter to the BCCI

pn:lid:nt m Dmn-
s resigna

L'l'ﬂl'.l.

Pioneer soccer
Sports Reporter

Only two out of ten Pioneer
football league matches could
be held yesterday as monsoon
rain washed out the other en-
gagements scheduled at differ-
ent venues of the city.

In the first match, Rainbow
Football Club recorded a 2-0
win over Care Boys Club at the
Rajuk ground. Ramjan put the
winners ahead in the 27th
minute while Shameem dou-
bled the margin after 20 min-
utes.

In the other encounter at the
same venue, Ris Star Foot-
ball Club handed Arambagh
Sporting Club a solitary goal
defeat with Nayan scoring the

press confer-

DHAKA

hospitalised

Sports Reporter

Former national
football coach
Gafur Balooch (65)
has been hospi-
talised due to {ll-

A confirmed bach:lnr Gafur
is also sufferi from chmnlc
dysentery in addition to other
old-age ailments.

Gafur first came to Dhaka in
1958 as a defender of the
Karachi Kickers and immedi-
ately found himself in emo-
tiongl knots with the football
of this region. Since then. he

never returned to his birth
place.

After his retirement as a
ayer, Gafur became a success-
ul coach. Not only was he in-
strumental in promoting
Brothers Union club to the Se-
nior Division football league
but also in neering its sta-
tus as the so-called third force
in local football. Under his
tutelage, Brothers Union be-
came the Third and Second Di-

vision champions in 1973 and
1974.
Besides, he also coached

Dhaka ‘W rs Club for nine
:ﬂ:arﬂ Muktijoddah
a.t:l ra Chakra for three

yeara befnrt calling it a day in
1994. In between, he once

shouldered the coaching re-

ty of the Bangladesh

sponsibil
tmnﬂultnukptﬂ]nlm*
mentor of

Pakistan.
But this
pped into

local football

GAFUR BALOOCH

oblivion after retirement. His
enthusiasm and contribution to
Bangladeshis football brought
him neither recognition nor
any reward. Since snapping
links with football, Gafur has
been living basically on the
generosity of his friends and
well wishers.

SATURDAY,

Gafur Balooch

21, 1997

BOA delegation
off to Kathmandu

A two-member delegation of
the Bangladesh Olympic Asso-
ciation consisting of vice-pres-
ident Faruq Khan MP and sec-
retary rncra] Golam Quddus
Chowd left Dhaka for
Kammandu yesterday to attend
a meeting regarding the eighth
SAF Games, says a press re-
lease.

The delegation will return
home on Monday .

Brit co buys
Vicenza

MILAN, June 20: Serie A soc-
cer club Vicenza was sold by
auction to British investment
company, Stellican, in an Ital-
ian bankruptcy court today,
court officials said, reports
Reuter.

Stellican's successful lone
bid. of 22.75 billion lire (13.5
million dollars) made Vicenza
the first foreign-owned club in
italy. Two other bidders, both
[talian, dropped out of the race
and only Stellican representa-
tives were in court.

Vicenza, who were promoted
to Serie A in 1995, have quali-
fied for next season's European
Cup Winners' Cup.

Based in the affluent north-
east city of Vicenza, the club has
a profitable balance sheet but
was put into receivership as a
result of bankruptcy affecting
the owners.

Stellican, closely
US investment group Apollo,
specialises in buying distressed
companies, according to British

linked to

7

winner in the sixth minute, media reports.
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