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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced on
Thursday the coming into being of another full-
fledged agriculture university. What was so long, 14
years to be precise, functioning as IPSA or Institute
of Post-graduate Studies in Agriculture, will now
become the second university in the country devot-
ing itself exclusively to the agricultural sciences.

Agriculture is the mainstay of Bangladesh's
economy as it is also of its society and culture. And
this will continue to be so well into the future. Not
necessarily as an expression of our backwardness
being a kind of an anachronism in the science-fic-
tion world of the third millennium. But more be-
cause the world by then will have outlived the in-
dustrial phase of human civilisation. A day may
not come when agriculture would be less important
than it is now,

But this importance has not been reflected so
long by governmental or social priorities. The sci-
ences of agriculture and the businesses related to
its processes and produces, specially cereals, are
increasingly being accepted as worthwhile pursuits
and occupations. But the man behind agriculture,
the one at his plough, the woman tending the cows
— are far far below, still now, in the social and eco-
nomic reckoning of this land. One hoped that the
steadily streaming out products of the agricultural
colleges and the BAU would change that by and by.
Well, this has not quite started happening yet. The
gap between the farmer and the agriculture officer
remains as wide as ever, if not become wider with
time. Can the coming into being of a second agri-
varsity help the nation there?

As for making capable and insightful scientists
of the alumni of this post-graduate facility it must
be said that agriculture is a socially practised
technology standing to be enriched by the sciences
of zoology, botany, genetics, biochemistry, ento-
mology, microbiology etc. — each of which are of-
fered in standard universities. No new university
in the land can be conceived as not offering these
subjects. Then why the agricultural universities?
Because that thing — social practice of the sciences
and their technological derivatives — will not be
available other than in the agri-varsities. And if it
is the social practice aspect which join many sci-
ences into agriculture, an agricultural expert such
as issuing out from BAU or IPSA, cannot be truly
so without participating in community with farm-
ers in on-field activities.

Let the day soon come when farmers would em-
ploy agri-graduates, for; they are the masters of the
show — entrepreneur par excellence — investor,
toiler and a kind of scientist on the sideline and
glorying justly in an agricultural mystique.

Rise to the Occasion

Explosion in Magurachhara's gas well has
gravely affected the: comathunications system be-
tween Sylhet and the rest of the country, capital
Dhaka in par{aighlhi-. With 'the two-kilometer rail-
way track and the on-the-way bridges devoured by

the soaring and spreading flames$, Sylhet's railway
infrastructure is in limbo. And in all likelihood,
rail link between Dhaka and Sylhet may not be re-

stored for a long time.

This disruption places a fairly big challenge on
the table for the authorities. Having the Dhaka-
Sylhet railway link snapped would primarily re-
sult in enhanced pressure on the land route. Judg-
ing by the suddenness and duration of the problem
one has reasons to be afraid that the available fa-
cilities for overland commutation will not do jus-
tice to this increased burden. Unless this commu-
nication mode is bolstered, people's sufferings
would increase and economically vital Sylhet will
tend to get isolated from the rest of the country.

Even in normal times, the Dhaka-Sylhet bus
service was not really one's idea of speedy commu-
nication with the touted five-hour journey often
extending to seven-hour travel. Rising number of
buses, good express ones to be precise, was the order
of the day anyway. The gas disaster has only
heightened that necessity.

erhaps, the importance of heightened con-
sciousness over smooth land communication is
underscored most by the serious fuel oil supply
that Sylhet is feared to run into shortly unless, of
course, steady supply is ensured. With railway, the
traditional and the more suitable carrier tem-
porarily out of reckoning, the supply of fuel oil has
to be and is being conducted by lorries, a much less
desirable proposition when it comes to quantity
but this will appear as a much greater hin ce if
there is problem in mobilising vehicles. One hopes

the various government agencies will not be found
in coordination in this regard.

Viva Sufia Kamal

Sufia Kamal turned eighty-seven yesterday. It is
by her commitment to peace, progress and human-
ism that this loved, revered octogenarian lady has
carved a niche in our heart so much so that even a
private celebration of her becomes an occasion of
joy to all and sund.l?r.

Knowing full well that age will take its toll and
every birthday marks the chipping away 365 days
from our temporal existence, we wish aloud — live
long and well, Sufia Kamal.

Sufia Kamal evokes reverence not because of an
elevated stance as a woman of letter or as a femi-
nist. What really amazes us is her unflinching
commitment to universal good and the aspect
which needs to be highlighted here is her astound-
ing ability in taking the correct decision. An epit-
ome of common sense all her life, Sufia Kamal has
shown a magnificent and rare ability to stand for
universal good. TemFtatiun of personal aggrandis-
ement could never cloud her imagination which is
essentially and evidently rooted in an all embrac-
ing, all-accommodating love for man.

erhaps, this quintessential characteristic
which shaped her liberal outlook goes a long way
to explain her political infallibility. The fact that
she was not aided by the analytical training of an
academician or the flair of a politician, did not
stop her from taking the torrect step in the most
trying and tempting of times. It shows how much
respect and love a person can get even in this age of

materialism by being focused on what he or she be-
lieves.
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INANCE Minister (FM)

S A M S Kibria recently

presented the budget for
the fiscal 1997-98 along with a
revised budget for 1996-97. A
budget is sup to speak of
the mind of the party in power
and of the kind of policies to be
adhered to for the economy, and
on that score, Mr Kibria's
presentation seems to have
truly reflected his government's
view-points. However, unlike
the past two consecutive
budgets, this year's budget
seemingly drew sharp reactions
from the critics, possibly,
prompted by the news of
additional tax proposals. An at-
tempt would made in this
note to touch upon few aspects
of the budget for the sake of an
evaluation.

In the field of social justice
and poverty alleviation, the FM
floated few innovative ap-

roaches which have hitherto
Ecen either non-existent or con-
fined to seminar or round table
discussion. These are, for ex-
ample, provision of doles for
the uncared for poor elderly
people, a housing bank to pro-
vide loans and grants for the
low-income groups and the
homeless, a bank for the youths
to help generation of self-emn-
ployment etc. Given the perva-
sive poverty in soclety, the allo-
cated amount might sound par-
ticles but the message can be
taken as partitive of a bigger
beginning. Close at heel is the
roposal for the creation of a
und for infrastructural devel-
opment, although the mode of
resource generation for the
roject (import surcharge) could
e replaced by a less painful
method.

According to the reports
available, the economy grew at
5.7 per cent during the first ten
months and is likely to perk at
6 per cent at the end of the fis-
cal. There is room for celebra-
tion on this account because af-
ter many years, the growth rate
seems to have crossed the
"Bangladeshi growth rate" hov-
ering around 4-5 per cent on av-
erage. However, the critics of
the FM and his government
seemingly are reluctant to join
the toast because, they believe,

ood gesture of the nature has
oosted growth of agricultural

NE of the most ambiti-

ous recent moves for re-

gional trading is the
creation of a unified market in
South Asia, generally referred
to as SAARC. The creation of
free trade area in this region in
the long run will haps usher
in the biggest change its for
better. However, debates about
its prospects and extendin
membership to Myanmar and
Afghanistan make headlines
almost all news media in the
region. Nevertheless, SAARC,
when in progress., will have
important economic implica-

tions. ‘
It is possible to mention

some of the important gains
from regional free trade in this
context. One kind of additional
gain involves economics of
scale. There are many limita-
tions for a protected economy,
The idea of free trade area is
sure to provide entrepreneurs
with the incentive to seek new
ways to export to compete with
imports.

It offers opportunities for
learning and innovation. All
the member countries can work
like one giant liberal economy,
with low or no obstacles to
trade and investment.

It is true that the SAARC
countries are mainly low and
middle income developing
countries whose economies
share many similarities related
to their geography as well as
common aspects of their cul-
ture, history, and social devel-
opment. Given their high popu-
lation levels, by comparison
with not only the major indus-
trial countries but also most
countries in Africa, Latin
America and the Middle East,
the SAARC countries have a
comparative advantage in the
production and international
trade of many labour-intensive
manufactures. Yet, the trade
relations of the SAARC coun-
tries are also shaped by politi-
cal factors. In many instances,
using quantitative restrictions
and barriers to imports, these
countries hinder trade in to
protect favoured domestic in-
dustries.

Most economists and policy
makers agree that regional
trade under three different ar-
rangements viz., preferential,
free trade area and most
favourite nations, might in-
crease the volume of trade. J
Vinear outlined a number of
conditions for the probable
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output (at 6 per cent) to propel
an overall %ruwi’h rate. And
since 'God's blessings' (via na-
ture) does not usually conform
to strict statistical distribution
pattern, the growth rate so
achieved might be disturbed
with the nature taking an un-
favourable 'mood', the critics
argue. We, however, would like
to say that this year's bumper
harvests could artly ad-
duced to the favourable nature
but more of it to the nature of
licies of the government e.g.
ertiliser su y and availabil-
!g of fertiliser at right time.

e t has, therefore,
a m to the credit.

The budget envisages a credit
programme of Tk 1 crore for
the cereal sub-sector. In the
light of the performance of the
cereal sub-sector, the tribute is
rightly placed, But under the as-
s.umcrtiun that the economy
could grow at 6-7 per cent in the
coming years, the role of the
non-cereal sub-sector might
warrant higher importance. In
the basket of non-cereals are
income-elastic products like
fisheries, livestock, fruits, veg-
etables etc., which could be de-
manded ehar consumers. We
strongly feel that the growth of
the non-cereal subsector should
have drawn more attention
from the FM. In fact, a long-run
projection might substantiate
our presumptions.

So far so good. The moot
question is: can the h rate
be sustained? A sustainable
growth rate of 6-7 cFH cent
would require a steady growth
rate in the industrial sector.
Unfortunately, the industrial
sector displayed a paltry growth
rate of around 4 per cent. It is
not the dip but the slide in the
growth rate that, reportedly,
started from the fiscal 1994 /95.
However, the poor ormance
of the sector could largely be
adduced to: a) serious energy
crisis; b) lack of appropriate
physical infrastructure; c} the
disruptions due to political

Prospect of
| by

turmoil in the preceding year; d)
inability of many industries to
face the challenge from i rt
liberalization, and e) uhn:%
of loanable furn:ll.f Hmﬁm
steps in respect of power
truclt]ur: mdhotlt!ern mvllsalged
in the speech, | m-
plemented. in IM scal,
can raise the growth rate of the
industrial sector.

The FM Frnpo.ed some -
tectionist devices for local in-
dustries — which, , fell

sick due to speedy import liber-
alisation. But concerns loom
large as to what extent sheltered
industries could restore respi-
rations when longed protec-
tion itself is believed to have
caused illness. One has to be

than Tk 200 crore...

The proposed idea of impos-
ing tax on "luxury” items is a
vﬁcﬂm: move so is the idea
of making building, car and
telephone owners subject to
filing tax returns. In Dhaka
city, jokingly said, the number
of tax payers is less than the
number of car owners. In
Bangladesh, it is said that only
seven lakh people are yers
with 30 | having the ability
to pay taxes. So an attempt to
force more le to submit re-
turns is a laudable idea. But a
note of caution needs to be
aired. In our society le gen-
erally fear to go to police and
tax station. It is not so much
due to the ble money in-
volved but to the anticipated

Beneath the Surface
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very careful in selecting indus-
tries to be protected since pro-
tection alwadys breeds more pro-
tection and infant industries
never like to grow old. If protec-
tion is to be given at all, the
claim should come from export-
oriented or dynamic import
substituting industries. This
should be through enunciating
tax rebates on imported inputs.
However, the imposition of du-
ties on raw materials and ma-
chinelzﬁw of textiles as well as on
agricultural inputs seem to vio-
late the premise of export-led
growth and dynamic import
substitution. We are always
with the view that industries
should be assisted by allowing
them to purchase inputs at rea-
sonable prices rather than al-
lowing them to rob consumers
of their (consumers) surplus
through raising the prices of the
final products.

harassment by the tax and the
keepers.

There is, allegedly, a non-
mone "harassment tax" in
addition to the real tax: decla-
rations bring implications,
honest ple are chased by tax
collectors while evaders 'pur-
chase' routes to escape — all
these are growing notions in
our country. So, unless the tax
administration can be over-
hauled, corruption can be
choked, submission of returns
could be made more transpar-
ent and at 'door steps', problems
might crop up to negate the
novel idea. Again, the govern-
ment should also consider im-
posing taxes on illegal parking,
illegal occupation of public
places, etc.

We are told that the revised
revenue budget at Tk 12,535
crore is about 4 per cent higher
than the original budget for

1996-97 and 6 cent
than that of 1995-96. The
revenue for 1997-

is estimated to be 16 per cent
higher than the revised
for 1996-97. More than three-
fourth of the incremental rev-
enue expenditure of the last

is reported to have sprang
irum payment of interest for

government burruwtgu. While
the rest was amounted by pay-
ment of subsidies to ag'k:ug.am:
On the otherhand, the

increase of 16 per cent is said to
be spent on the implementation
of national pay scale and sub-
sidies.

Few points to ponder. Rev-
enue expenses have been rising
over the years and a large
chunk of that having been swal-
lowed by government borrow-
ing activities. The National Pay
Commission proposal, if im-
plemented in full and at a time,
would cost no less than Tk 200
crore. Both these elements
would contribute to the infla-
tionary trends. The subsidies
are pro-production and non-in-
ﬂaunna?v. But even then the

rices of fertiliser have rightly

een raised and should be
raised further to cheek smug-

ing and misuse and narrow

own budgetary loss. But the
greatest headache is the public
sector units which have long
been displaying inefficiencies
to put additional pressure on
the public coffer. Unless bold
steps could be taken to cease the
strains, the macroeconomic
stability might be threatened to
some extent.

Of late, on papers at least,

licy makers in Bangladesh,

ndia and Pakistan, joined cho-
rus to reduce their respective
military spending — and thus
release resources for human re-
sources development. Strik-
ingly, all of these countries in-
creased their allocations for de-
fence on their recent budﬁf.
The trade-offs have earlier been
discussed in this column and
are presented again: With the

FDI: Perspective SAARC

Nitish Sengupta and Arindam Banik

Itisﬁkelyt}mt:u:rthe last few years many developing countﬁeshavetakenaﬁmh!ooka{tﬁepoﬁcieg to-
wards FDL. In the aftermath of the debt crisis, FDI has appeared to be an increasingly attractive alternative to

long-term bank loans and as a form of

success, or failure, in meetin
the goal of i sing Qﬂ%
and " world “eeonomic 3
under each scenario, The

son, he sa
of preferential trading ar-
rangements provide new oppor-
tunities for trade among the
countries.

In a recent study, it was
found that nditures on fi-
nal demand and the wage rate
are rising in response to trade
liberalisation, but the increases
in both variables tend to be
greater for India than for the
other countries under the MFN
scenario and just reverse under
the SAFTA scenario. For in-
stance, under the most liberal
variant of MFN plan, expendi-
tures by about 5.46 per
cent in India and substantially
less than 1 per cent in other
SAARC countries, but under
SAFTA liberalisation they ex-
pand by 0.83 per cent and more
than 3.66 per cent respectively,
Moreover the exchange rate ‘of
India appreciates the scenario
MFN (4.10), whereas exchange
rates of the other SAARC coun-
tries tend to dislike it.

The maintenance of external
equilibrium under each sce-
nario ensures that total exports
increase by the same amount as
the total imports for each
SAARC country. Import liberal-
isation under SAFTA plan
stimulates an ansion of to-
tal SAARC exports of about
51104 million (scenario one).
The amount is significantly
different under MFN scenario —
$1356 million. However, it can
increase by about $9061 mil-
lion under SAFTA scenario.
However, the results indicate
that SAFTA-based import lib-
eralisation results in an ex-
pansion of total SAARC export
i.e., more than nine times
larger than under the other
variant. SAFTA-based trade
scenario in the SAARC region
reveals many practical solu-
tions and explains the role of
geography in explaining trade

ations among the partners.

For example, informally ex-
ported items frorn Bangladesh
to Agartala (Tripura) dominates

capital inflow to developing countries.

the markets as items manufac-
“$iired ini B 3

ys. is that the.extent

“to-mainland
‘products die to scale
tonnomics. On the other ex-
treme, informal exports from
Bongaon (West Bengal) to Jes-
sore (Bangladesh) dominates
Jessore's market. Unfortu-
nately, the policy makers in
this region seem to understand
only macro level tariff reduc-
tion without understanding ge-
_?%raph}r and scale economics.

e result shows that with the
given constraints of data, intra-
SAARC trade can be increased
by 30 per cent under SAFTA
scenario. Considering the role
of informal trade within this
geu raphical area, intra-

C trade can be increased
by 60 per cent. Thus, the whole

magnitude of trade in this re-
gion has not been well under-
stood. As a result, common peo-
ple in all the member-countries
are net losers paying high
prices for import substituted
products or products imported
informally.

Very plausible, interest-
ingly. Foreign Direct Invest-
ment and Regional Trade are
%ﬁne_rally mutually supportive.

ey are now playing a central
role in the ongoing integration
of many economic zones in the
world. In many economies,
such integration was further
facilitate the historical
moment and political balance.
That is why a conquered and
humiliated Germany had to ac-
cept the plan of future integra-
tion while a victorious but weak
France was willing and able to
offer it.

Internationally the rise in
FDI (Foreign Direct Investment)
has occurred in the industrial
countries. FDI concentrates on
a small number of developing
countries. It a s that FDI as
a proportion of GDP across all
the S:iAFC lﬁ:}?ntﬂica is
marFln . It is like at over
the last few years n}:any devel-
oping countries have taken a
fresh look at the policies to-
wards FDI. In the aftermath of
the debt crisis, FDI has ap-
peared to be an increasingly at-

tractive alternative to long- -

term bank loans and as a form
of vapital inflow to developing
‘countries. Over the past decade,
several developing countries
have taken measures to attract
foreign direct investment. The
effects have differed widely
from one country to another in
the SAARC region. |

FDI appears attractive be-
cause it involves a risk-sharing
relationship with investors
from the home country. This,
does not exist in the formal
contractual arrangements for
foreign loans. It ap partic-
ularly attractive when existin
stocks are low. Low stocks o
foreign-owned capital imply
low flows of repatriated profits.
With time, however, success in
attracting FDI will increase
this counter-flow, which could
exceed the alternative flow of
interest payments in the long
run. Clearly, therefore, the
question of the cost of FDI to
reduce risk must be addressed
in any evaluation of the bene-
fits to be derived from substitut-
ing FDI with foreign borrowing.
The benefits to the host coun
will depend on both the size o
the package of invectives and
disincentives to FDI as well as
the extent of other distortions
in the economy.

In examining the responses
of various macroeconomic pa-
rameters, it is found that FDI
has a significantly positive im-
pact of gross domestic invest-
ment in the member-countries
excepting India. This is due to
India's policy changes in 1990-
91. The ratio of FDI to domestic
investment has not exerted a
significant magnitude on real
GNP. However, they are all posi-
tive in accelerating growth. The
effect of FDI on exports is that it
acts positively except in the
case of Maldives.

With the exception of Pak-
istan an inflow of FDI with
other countries is strongly as-
sociated with moderate level of
import elasticity. It is likely
due to the fact that FDI seems to

- have been directed not only into

export industries but also into
import substitution activities.

On the whole, FDI inflows, over
the study period,. raised exports
jard reduced imports
SAARC and SAARC courtries.

One area where FDI can
make valuable contribution is
in reviving traditional land
and water routes between
Bangladesh and India's north
eastern states. The distance by
road between Calcutta and

artala is about 2,000 km
which is longer than the dis-
tance between Calcutta and
Bombay. Road transport is ex-
pensive, and imported diesel
costs India much foreign ex-
change. One need not go into the
question of spending billions of
rupees on constructing railway
lines connecting the north-east.
If bulk commodities can be
transferred from Calcutta or
Haldia by ship along the coast
to Chittagong Port in
Bangladesh, and thereafter car-
ried on by Bangladesh railroads
to Akhaura (about 100 km), ad-
jacent to Agartala, and finally
transported by Indian trucks to
various destinations in the
north-east, the cost of trans-
portation could be halved.

This scheme has been pre-
pared by the Indian Railwa
Board. India and Banglades
will both reap considerable
economic benefit from it.
Bangladesh could charge a
handsome ruryalt}r from India
for the use of Chittagong Port
and the railways between Chit-
tagong and Akhaura. This will
help Bangladesh to set straight
the adverse balance of trade
with India. Bangladesh does not
have enough goods for export to
India, but it can export services.
Then again, this traffic will
improve the berthing facilities
at Chittagong. The additional
tiallic to AKhaura will open up
employment opportunities
along the route. India could of-
fer to construct berths at Chit-
tagong Port dedicated to the In-
dian traffic, and also railway
wagons. In this way, India can
also save foreign exchange.

Another alternative is the
reactivation of riverline traffic
between Calcutta and Assam
through the Sunderbans and

from’ nors:

money spent on a battle tank
(usually 8 4 millien). 4 million
children can be immunized
against deadly diseases,K with

the money to buy a Mirage
2005-S (approx. million) it
could be possible to extend pri-

mary education to three mil-
lion children a year — and Eﬁla;
pc:-nrntnht of buying a su -
rine with su It programimes
(about S B-ngtﬁﬂhﬂnl. 60 mil-
lion people could be provided
with safe drinking water. Thus
putting more money in defence
in these three countries go to
imply denying health and edu-
cation to le i.e. human re-
sources development. Whereas
to keep up with growing globali-
sation. these countries need ar-
senal of human resources. not
armoury of . The future
of this sub-continent lies only
in transferring resources from
the nthu:l ctive sectors
like defence and public sector
enterprise to more productive
basic and technical education,
health and infrastructure

building.

How could Bangladesh face
the challenges ahead? the chal-
lenges and the ways are indi-
cated by the five core stra
elements that the FM men-
tioned in his budget speech: a)
rectifying the deep-rooted
anomalies, indiscipline and
inefficieney to generate addi-
tional resources by curbing
wastages. b} maintaining macro
economic stability; ¢) promot-
ing private sector as an engine
of growth through making
available adequate infrastruc-
ture facilities and ctiminatirzﬁ
unnecessary restrictions;
gursutng an export-led growth

y ensuring competitiveness,
and e} developing human re-
sources. All the five agenda
warrant much more biting po-
litical commitments and con-
sistency in policy framework.

We hope that in the next budget
speech, the FM would be able to

ve us a performance report on

is five strategic elements. If
bold steps could be taken up
with respect to above five

ints, there is no reason why
Bangladesh should languish at
Bangladeshi growth rate and
not reside on a higher growth
path.

the Bangladesh river system.
There was considerable traffic
on this route until 1965, when it
was closed. On paper this route
was revived after the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh in 1971.
But it has remained on paper
because of a lack of investment
which is necessary for main-
taining a navigable channel
throtighout the year, and ‘be-
cause of inertia. According to a
study - by thé Planning Com-
mission, the river route is navi-
%able throughout the year from
alcutta up to the river porl
Ashuganj on the Meghna, or
even up to Karimganj. The dis-
tance gEtWEEﬂ Ashuganj and
Agartala is only about 40 km.

What is needed is the activa-
tion of this route with advice
and help from inland water
transport experts from Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Russia,
and China or France who have
traditionally used inland water
borne traffic. What is lacking is
a political will to try out this
concept. Whether the coastal
route is operated {rom Haldia to
Chittagong, or the railroad to
Akhaura, or the river roule
from Calcutta to Ashuganj and
Karimganj, the economic po-
tential is enormous for both
Bangladesh and India.

Once the two countries de-
cide on (ransit trade, and mu-
tual cooperation in trade and
investment, they will realise
that political differences are of
secendary importarice.

Thus, it scems imperative to
argue that FDI can increase cap-
ital formation in order to ex-
pand further investinent. There
are many positive aspects of
FDI under SAFTA scenario viz.,
favourable investment climate,
increase in employment and
eradication of poverty. So, all
the member countrics are gain-
ers in the long run. However,
there may be losers in the
shortrun which may be consid-
ered as transitional period. One
must realise the magnitude —
the hujfe integrated market
which 1aay be the important de-
tcerminant factor in explainin
FDI. It may enhance deman
for basic industries with high
emplovment intensity.

The writers are Director

General, Hindustan Lever Chair

Professor in Transnational
Management and ACC Chair
Professor in Regional Trade, re-
spectively, at International

Management Institute, New
Delhi.
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"The Voice of the
People"

Sir, Once in a while an occa-
sional bubble bursts in the sea
of humnanity, and we hear disil-
lusioned souls like that of Mr A
Rahman (Opinion. June 7),
lamenting, not over the state of

olitics, but over the state of
adership not operating in the
country.

The quality of leadership is
in short supply all over the
world. There is a sine wave in
the progress of civilisation,
Perhaps the next wave of semi-
nal change will bring about the
brave new world env!sioned so
ma;ll{ writers and leaders.

e time for change has
come, because the state of in-
stability of has taken the situa-
tion beyond the control of the
present leaders of the society;
including the role being played
by the political leaders. Both

ﬁruups of leaders in the society
ave failed to live up to expec-

tation, and to deliver the goods
we hear about but do not see in
reality. How long? Half a cen-
tury. Are two generations time
enough?

The majority of the masses
in the undeveloped countries
can only mble and com-

lain, but it takes a handful of
eaders to turn this huge mass
into "half MV square" (the en-
ergy equation). When this tidal
surge comes, there is no deliv-
erance from the verdict of the
people.

Really, the masses are at
fault. They rely too much on
political leadership. and
thereby spoil them. The intel-
lectuals cannot stand on their
own feet independently in the
Third World, due to the wide
media gap. Hence perhaps, the
instinct for survival make
them take sides with the politi-
cal clout to E'r;}]]u}r the spiels of
the season, en the intellec-
tuals cannot influence the po-
litical leaders, outsides have to
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come to stem the rot. This is not
criticism, but fact. The influ-
encing factor of the current
third force is practically nil.
How to build it up to develop the
culture of control and balance?
This balancing component has
taken civilisation forward and
kept the course within a rea-
sonable band of "progress."

However, the latter is a term
which has played havoc with
history.

I have no solutivn to cile:,
other than (e obvicus: start
thinkirg subjectively, and look
ahead wiith the tricscope, in-
stcad of with Lhe microscope ol
currcnt eventis, and lel us pic-
ture thz wor.d we will leavy be-
hind for our grandchildren.

A Zabr
Dhaka

The plot thickens
Sir, True ito his form and
mental agility the president of

JP has seized tive opporturuty Lo
warn Lhe political parties that
JS vould not accept the shifting
of Friday as the weekly holiday.
The plot thickens! What the
winter will bring, the tradi-
tional season of political agita-

tion?

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Washing and
wishing ....

Sir, It seems that the Ganges
Water Treaty debate has rela-
tively cooled off in reference to
the media. The people have
probably become fed up with the
extensive amount of investiga-
tions and articles published on
the topic. However, it is still

fresh in most of our minds

I do not a chance to
reprimand people on their mis-
use of the life-giving ﬂg:id

Recently, | visited shop-
ping-cum-restaurant area ad-
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joining the Old Airport where
one of the fighter aircrafts has
been so craftily displayed. | was
astonished to see that the
dummy aircraft along with its
su rting concrete structure
wagiing %vanhcd with the help
of a fire engine. Moreover, the
washing was su sed
by an Air Force stall in uni-
form. I could not possibly stop
myself from asking him if the
water was to be wasted like this.
From his answer it became evi-
dent that he was just following
orders.

I'm sure the water jet from
the fire mg!ngy would r;lmch
more justice E a hun-
dred ﬁ*aplena C ﬁnﬂl shower
in the sweltering heat. And as
for the Air Force staff, I'm sure
the authorities have Ju more
productive things for him to do.

In 15"“ hope of a better fu-
ture with democracy.

Yassir Husain
Uttara, Dhaka

S

No primary schools!

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn by a box news item titled
"Half of the total number of
villages in Sylhet Div. have no

rimary school” on the 24th
E{ay in your paper in Eage 9.
Once upon a time, Sylhet was
the pioneer in education, in-
cluding ICS and CSP etc. But
now Sylhet is known as people
of UK, USA etc. This is because
of lack of proper employment
in our country. Now, negligence
is playing havoc in Sylhet by
falling percentage in education.
In a recent debate in the Par-
liament, one MP
an Education Board in Sylhet,
but he got no assurance.

Now the Speaker has taken
up the matter to set up schools.

Let us wait and see the speed and

spirit.

M Ali
Dhaka.

pointed out for



