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Lord's Test begins today | "= '99 WC cricket schedule

LONDON. June 18
(Reuter): Presum-
ably to Mark Tay-

But for the moment the force
is with England. who won the
first Test within four days fol-

11 expected to play.
Australia have selected

place of the injured

Reiffel in

WorldTel
to sponsor

LONDON, June 18 (Reuter): Schedule for the 1999 World Cup cricket tournament
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SPORTS TALK

. -:SteﬁGr.ﬂf LB
(German tennis superstar)
"I am completely open on

this question. I am hopeful of
the abilities of the physicians,
but I would have no problem
ending my career.”

After asked about her
career right after the latest knee

operation.
Pioneer soccer

Sports Reporter

Avijatrick Club posted their
third consecutive victory in the
Pioneer football league when
they defeated Red Sun KC by a
lone goal in one of the three
East Zonal matches at the
Dhupkhola ground in the old
part Df the city yesterday.

After a barren first half Uz-
zal scored the all-important
goal for Avijatrick in the 59th
minute.

Abakash Tarun Sangha
recorded a thumping 5-1 win
against Aganagar KC with

ossaraf notching two goals.
Saiful, Rajib and Jamal shared
the other three goal for the
winners while Arif netted the
consolation for Aganagar in the
47th minute.

In the other match, Abdul
Hadi Juba Sangha and Parado-
gair Club shared honours to a
one-all draw. Shamim gave
Paradogair a 29th lead before
Nasim neutralised the score for
Abdul Hadi JS five-minute into
the second half,

Meanwhile, three East Zone
matches were also decided at
different venues yesterday.

At the Dhanmondi Club
ground, Golam Mostafa Lane
split points with Lalbagh to a 1-
1 draw. Mamun gave Golam
Mostafa Lane a 34th minute
lead before Jahangir struck the
equaliser for Lalbagh in the
51st minute.

At the RAJUK ground adja-
cent to the Dhaka Stadium,
Arambagh KC Uunim'] earned a
hard-fought 2-1 win over K R
Boys. hile Rainbow AC
recorded a lone goal victory
over Rising Star with Ramzan
scoring the match-winner in
the 17th minute,

Istanbul to host *99
Euro swimming
ROME, June 18: The 1999

European Swi Champi-
gﬂ will be held in Istan-
bul, the European Swim

League (LEN) said on Monday,
Reuter.

The LEN Bureau, which
chose the venue for the two-
gearg; event at a meeting on

un also decided to sepa-
rate the water polo competi-
tions from the other aquatic
disciplines — swimming, div-
ing, synchronised awimming
and long-distance
at future European Chnmpi—
onships.

Florence and Prato in Italy
were chosen to s the men's
and women's E an water
m championships in 1999.

LEN said the tion of
venues was designed to give
more hasis to each of the
i Water polo will feature with
the others at the next European

Bwlmn'ung Cham unahi 8 in
Spain in 5

cally flourished at Lord's and
have won their last three Tests
at cricket's worked headquar-
ters.

dence, the England selectors did
not even bother to meet before
announcing an unchanged
squad for Lord's with the same

Waugh, Michael Bevan, lan
Healy, Shane Warne, Michael
Kasprowicz. Paul Reiffel, Glenn
McGrath.

Jansher stoops

CAIRO, June 18:
Third-seeded Scot
Peter Nicol de-
feated reigning
world champion
Jansher Khan in
a sensational 92-minute final
match of the Al-Ahram inter-
national squash championship
in Cairo on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

The left-handed Scot beat
top seed Jansher 12-15, 15-14,
15-12, 15-11 in his first tour-
nament win since the 1994
Leeks classic in Cardiff, Wales.
Nicol did however win in an
unofficial money match re-
cently played between the twr:r

i champions in:Londorn. .

It was second-time unlucky
for Jansher who also lost last
year's Al-Ahram championship

to the fifth-seeded Egyptian
champion Ahmed a, then
a wild card entry.

Nicol said his surprise vic-
tory in the grass court, located
at the foot of the pyramids of
Giza, was part of a long-range
tactical plan. It will also almost
certainly elevate his rank to
number two in the world.

Nicol launched his tactics
full-force from the beginning of
the match and the Scot soon
had the 3,000 spectators who
silently watched him beat local
hero Barada on Monday cheer-
ing him on to a 12-9 lead in the
first game of the final.

But the vastly experienced
Jansher escaped the deep court
net long enough to counterat-
tack stunningly in the front
court and clean up that opening
game in a single hand.

Russian natants
short of cash?

MOSCOW, June 18: The Rus~
sian swimming team's prepara
tions for the European Cham-
pionships in Seville in August
may be disrupted by a cash
shortage, the Sport Express
Nnewsp M?er reported today, re-
ports

"The Russian Olympic
Committee and swimming fed-
eration failed to get enough
money for the national team to
train in a coordinated way,” the
daily said.

Many national stars have
been forced to train separately
in their local swimming centres
in Volgograd, Samara or Saint
Petersburg,

More than 20 team mem-
bers, including Denis Pankra-
tov, a double gold-medalist in
the 1996 Atlanta Olympic but-

terfly competition, will leave
for Portugal soon for tl‘ﬂ.lnil;lﬁ
but the tri will be person

e team's chief cnanﬁ
"Jiktur Avdiynnkn

The Portuguese swimming
federation invited Avdiyenko
and Sergei Kolmogorow, the
squad's medical research chief,
to give a series of lectures, and
they agreed to donate their fees
to ﬁ‘-’ﬁ‘ the te&m S $ ses.

owever, Grigory Stets
executive director of the K‘L-::-
sian Swimming Federation,
ayed down the financial prob-
ems.

"We are facing some difficul-
ties in attracting money, but it
is not affecting the training," he
told Wednesday.

He said Russian sprinter
Alexander Popov, who won two

old medals in the freestyle in
e 1992 Barcelona Olympics,
e cxpect:l‘?n join t.lu:e teaalnnm'
was in
Seville just before the Champi-
onships.

Australia-based Popov has
been following his own tr

rogramme since he was knif

a street brawl in Moscow last
August.

"Popov is the only swimmer
wlth a guaranteed place in the

n Seville," said federa-

| tion i Gennady Alyoshin.

The patient Scot simply
started the second game, went to
an 8-5 lead, absorbed another
counterattack to 9-9 and then
led again 14-12 and game ball.

Jansher might have won
that game with a possible
penalty stroke after recovering
to 14-14 but referee Nasser
Zahran allowed him only a let.

Jansher smashed a forehand
volley into the tin to lose the
single point tie-break. His un-
forced error swung the match
Nicol's way.

Nicol led 6-4, 9-5 and 10-7 in
the third game but the Pak-

PETER NICOL

istani champion surged again
to lead 11-10. But Jansher lost
that initiative on a careless
penalty stroke in the forehand
court and then contributed
three more unforced errors to
the Scot's call.

Nicol produced a scintillat-
ing backhand volley drop under
intense physical pressure from
Jansher and then followed it
with a clinical forehand ver-
sion to clinch a 2-1 game lead.

Jansher raised the pace no-
ticeably to advance into the
front court and built a lead of

to Nicol

10-4.

It seemed he was on his way
to a familiar late game surge
with which he has killed many
opponents but a forehand drift-
ing dropshot that might have
continued the resurgence was
called down by the referee and
had to register as another un-
forced error.

This gave Nicol the toehold
on which to counterattack
fiercely and smoothly to close
out the game and the champi-
onship.

The world champion fin-
ished with a desperately low
forehand drive into the tin.
Nicol finished hands aloft,.

beatfifg on the st Avith™
the butt of his racket elight

at the reward of his carefully
constructed and superbly-
played final.

The women's final was, how-
ever, an all-Australian affair in
which Melbourne's world
champion Sarah Fitz-Gerald
easily brushed aside her second-
seeded Sydney-based com-
patriot Michelle Martin in just
29 minutes. Fitz-Gerald lead 9-
3, 9-3, 9-0.

Aussie-NZ WC
play offs

AUCKLAND, New Zealand,
June 18: ton Rufer scored a
pair of goals Wednesday night
as New Zealand beat Fiji 5-0 to
clinch the Group 2 title in a sec-
ond-round Oceania World Cup
soccer qualifying match, re-
ports AF.

New Zealand will now face
Australia in a two-le glpla}ruff in
the third round, with the win-
ner to play the fourth-place
Asian team for a spot in the
World Cup next year in France,

Vaughan Coveny, Nik
Viljoen and Riki 'van Steeden
also scored for New Zealand.

On Saturday, Papua New
Guinea play. Fiji at Port
Moresby. Both teams have 1-2

Bank recorded a 49-9 point win
against Azad Sporting Club in
the second semifinal. :
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader gave
away among the winners.
The president of the Kabaddi
Federation Habibur Rahman

Molla, MP. was also present in |

the presentation ceremony.
Eighteen teams took part in
the three-day meet.

Acme abase
Police

- Sports Reporter
BRIEF SCORES

BANGLADESH POLICE: 63
all out in 17.5 overs (Alamgir
23, Saiful 11; Hasibul Hossain
6/19, Zakir Hossain 2/11, Al- l
Shahriar Rokon 2/13).

ACME LABORATORIES: 64
for no loss in 6.2 overs
(Natmur Rahiman 39; Nurut'
_Abedin not out '18).

records after three matches.

German Patrick Bellenbaum (R) takes control of the ball
ahead of Pakistan's Rahim Khan during their friendly en-
gagement in Dumldurf Germany on June 17.

— AFP/UNB photo

Hasibul Hossain Shanto ran
havoc with the new-ball as de-
fending joint-champions Acme
Laboratories recorded their
second successive win in the Of-
fice cricket league with a
thumping 10-wicket defeat on
minnows Bangladesh Police at
the Dhanmondi Cricket Sta-
dium yesterday.

The tall national right-arm
seamer captured six wickets for
only 19 runs in his seven overs
to sent the rookies packing for a
meagre 63. In reply, Acme raced
on to amass the required 64
without loss in only 6.2 overs.

National all-rounder
Naimur Rahman hammered a
quickfire unbeaten 39 off 24
while former national opener
Nurul Abedin Nobel was not out
orta 15-ball 18.

Div III football

Sports Reporter

Shaheen notched up a bril-
liant hattrick as Jatrabari
Krira Chakra scored a record 9-
1 goal win over Matuail Jubo
Sangha in one of the two Third
Division football league
matches, played at the Army
Stadium }resterda}f

Shaheen scored the first two
goals in the 11th and 16th
minutes to set the tone of a huge
victory for Jatrabari before
completing his treble midway
through the second half. Sha-
heen part, Salahuddin struck
twice in a span of three minutes
in the second half while Nasim,
Anis, Niranjan and Shahed
scored one goal apiece to com-

lete the Matuail rout. For the
osers Rubel pulled off a late
consolation goal.

In the first matches of the
day, Sunrise SC came from be-
hind to defeat Rayerbazaar by
the odd goal in three.

Raju, the architect of Sun-
rise's sensational win, scored
both the goals for his side in the
37th and 51st minute respec-
tively. Earlier, Ishak gave

Rayerbazaar a 25th minute
lead.

[ ]
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BEVERLY HILLS, June 18:0J
Simpson must give up es
from his da s as a football star
and his clubs to pay 33.5
million n]]ars for the beating
death of his ex-wife and a
friend, a judge ruled Monday,
reports

Eimpann was acquitted of
the double murder but
in February lost a civil suit
brought the victims' fami-
lies. His trophies are to be
auctioned off to raise money to
pay the d :

Judge ng Shmer ruled
that the former athlete could
not keep the , valued at
an estimated 85,000 dollars,
Simpson says, however, that he

cannot find his most valuable
trophy — the Heisman hy

fur mﬂmﬂz play estimated at

Despite lawyers E lhlt
hl:be nllu-u:d to at
his 14 golf clubs,

five up all six bags Mﬂuht

PH

Players and officials of the victorious Bangladesh Ansars team, which clinched the Orient

Bread women's kabaddi title beating Sonali Bank in. tha ﬁnﬂl pﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁ the Sultana Kamal
Women's Sports Complex yesterday. . - q

— Star photo:

h] BONN, June 18:

German prosecu-
tors dealt injured
tennis star Steffi
Graf a new blow
on Tuesday when

they said her father would go to
jail in the next two months for
at least a year for millions of
marks of tax evasion, reports
Reuter.

Prosecutors and defence
lawyers both said they had
withdrawn their appeals chal-
lenging the verdict against Pe-
ter Graf, 58, handed down by a
court in Mannheim in January,
meaning the sentence is now
legally binding.

The court sentenced Peter to
three years and nine months af-
ter convicting him of evading
and trying to evade 12 million
marks (6.9 million dollars) in
taxes on Steffi's earnings, but
he was freed pending the result
of the appeals.

Prosecutors, who originally
deemed the sentence too le-
nient, said they had dropped an
appeal because they had found
no legal errors in the court's
written verdict.

"Peter Graf has prepared
himself to complete the re-
maining part of his sentence.
Because the taxes were alread
paid long ago, the matter will
soon be laid to rest," Graf's
lawyer Franz Salditt said in a
statement.

The decision provides an-
other setback to the former
world number one player, who
is at the moment out of action
because of a serious knee in-
ury
J Her father has been the most

important figure in the life of
the 28-year-old Steffi, who
started ]a the game when
she was har y bigger than a
tennis racket.

Prosecutor Horst Kuehner
said it would be six to eight

" PETER GRAF

weeks before Peter would have
to go to prison because of legal
furmaht:e-a and he would re-
main free until then as long as
he did not break any of the
terms of his bail.

Kuehner said Graf would
probably have to serve two

thirds of his sentence in total,

Peter s verdict upheld

meaning he may be in prison
for around 15 m'DTlthE because
he had already served 15
months in investigative cus-
tody.

Legal experts said the
amount of time he will be be-
hind bars could be even less
then if the sentence were re-
duced for good behaviour.

Prosecutors also said they
had dropped their appeal
against the verdict on former
family tax adviser Joachim
Eckardt, who received two and a
half year for complicity.

Eckardt, 49. has already
served 14 months investigative
custody and will probably not
have tn return to jail.

Prosecutors in March
dI‘GEPEd investigations against
Stetfi Graf herself. Now recov-
ering in a Vienna clinic after a
knee operation, after she agreed
to make a donation to charity.
Media reports put the sum to 1.3
million marks.

She will not be able to defend
her Wimbledon or US Open ti-
tles in the next few months and
last weekend said she was con-
sidering retiring because of per-
sistent injury.

Eubank starts
paying back

LONDON, June ]8: Britain's
former world champion boxer
Chris Eubank on Monday began
community service duties at
two schools following his con-
viction for causing grievous
bodily harm, reports AFP.
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