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UML renews demand for

Indo-Nepal peace treaty

KATHMANDU, June 18:
Nepal's communists, who
dominate the ruling coalition,
vesterday renewed a demand
that the governpment sign a
peace treaty with India to re-
place one signed in 1950, re-
ports Reuler,

We want to have a new peace
and friendship treaty with In-
dia. Madhav Kumar Nepal, Gen-
eral Secretary of the commu-
nist Unified Marxist-Leninist
(UML) Party. told a news con-
ference

The UML. which headed a
minority government in the
Himalavan kingdom for nine
months in 1994 and 1995, had
then proposed to New Delhi that
the peace and friendship treaty
he updated.

It is now the dorminant party
in the coalition led by Chand’s
Rastriya Prajatantra Party.

The treaty requires Nepal
and teighbouring India to in-
formm each other of any serious
friction or misunderstanding
with neighbours.

They are also committed in
the treaty to treat each other's
citizens as their own in matters
of residence, property owner-
ship, trade and commerce.

But analysts say some provi-
sions in the treaty are violated
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more often than they are hon-
oured by either side.

UML's Nepal did not say
which provisions the commu-
nists wanted revised.

Turkish FM
warns against

probable
military coup

ANKARA, June 18: Foreign
Minister Tansu Ciller warned
Tuesday against a possible mil-
itary coup. saying the loss of
democracy would disrupt
Turkey's ties with the western
world, reports AFP.

"There is one thing Turkey
should never give up. and it is
democracy, if Turkey gives up
democracy, it will also give up
ties with the western world, the
European Union and the con-
temporary world," Ciller told
reporters here.

Her remarks came on the eve
of Islamist Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan’s planned
resignation and amid a bitter
row between the government
and the pro-secular army over
creeping [slamisation.

Clinton- Hashimoto meet today:

President Clinton will meet privatel

with Japanese Prime

Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto on Thursday, White House
officials said, AP reports from Washington.

The officials, speaking on condition of anonymity on
Tuesday, confirmed the meeting but declined to describe the
agenda Clinton and Hashimoto would discuss. Clinton also will

meet with British Prime Minister Ton

Blair, but a date for that

meeting was not set Tuesday, the officials said. Both meetings
are to take place during the Summit of Eight meeting in Denver,
which begins Friday and lasts through Sunday.

Arafat meets King Fahd: visiin

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat met with Saudi King Fah

the
Jeddah.

the discussion, revealing onl

on Tuesday for talks expected to cover the three-month freeze in
eace process with Israel, officials said, AFP reports from

The official Saudi agency SPA did not reveal the contents of
that Arafat decorated King Fahd

with the 'Star of Palestine’, the highest Palestinian decoration,
Palestinian International Cooperation Minister Nabil Shaath
had said earlier that Arafat would discusses with Saudi leaders
the "latest developments in the peace process and efforts to ease

the deadlock .”

1st woman 3-star US general :

The UJS Army on Tuesday rnade Lt-Gen Claudia Kennedy, an
intelligence expert, the service's first womnan three-star general,

Reuter reports from Washington.
one — well deserved — and it's about time,” army secre-

"Well

tarv Togo West said at Lt—Gen Kennedy's promotion ceremony
at the Pentagon. The promotion makes Kennedy the senior in-
tellipence official in the department of the army.

ISI‘aeli ﬁnance min.i.Ster qUitS: J

Finance Minister Dan Meridor resigned early vesterday after
losing a battle. with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over
Netanvahu's pland to hberalise the economy, Israeli radio said,

AFP reparts from Jerusaleql.

Meridor quit after a seven-hour cabinet meeting to try to
[ind a compromise between the two leaders proposals on lifting
foreign currency controls. The Finance Minister failed to
gather enough support for his proposals from other ministers
when it came to a vote, the radio said.

Blast claims 8 in Colombia: 2 vomb

deslrui,red a police post in the town of Fontibon outside the

capita

Bogota Tuesday and killed eight people, said General

Rosso Jose Serrano director of Colombia's police, AFP reports

from Bogota,

Another 15 were seriously injured, said Serrano. The bomb

went off as a seized car
inspected inside the station's
immediately say if the car had

packed with the bomb was being
arking lot. But police could not

n meant as a trap for police or

if it was being used to transport an explosive.

German jailed in Lanka: a cerman

national has been sentenced to two years imprisonment for
having sex with two young boys, police said Wednesday, AP

reports from Colombo.

Gunther Platzdasch, 66, of Stuttgart, was the third foreigner
to be sentenced for pedophile activity in Sri Lanka this year,

said Mohamed Nizam, the deputy Pnllce chief who is heading an

operation against child sex. Pla

asch was arrested in January

1995 in Balpitiya, a coastal resort town in southern Sri Lanka.

UK to invite heads of 185 UN states: e

British government is considerin
eads of state to London

Nations

inviting all 185 United
or the millennium to s{%n
e

declaration for the 21st century setting out ways to improve
world in the next century, a press report said in London
yesterday, AFP reports from London.

The DaileTelegraph quoting unnamed sources said the doc-

urmernt wou

contain "specific achievable aims" such as bring-

ing fresh water to everybody in the world, raising literacy stan-
dards, reducing pollution or eliminating poverty by 2020.

KSA man extradited to US: x

Saudi national arrested in connection with the June 1996
bombing of a US military complex in Saudi Arabia was
extradited Tuesday to the United States, the Immigration

Ministry said, AFP re

rts from Montreal.

Al al-Sayegh, 28, chose to go to the United States, rather then
be sent to Saudi Arabia. The officials said he left Ottawa by air
at 2000 GMT. but refused to give further details, citing "security

reasons,”

6,000 US students e

elled in 1995-96:

More than 6,000 US high school students were expelled in the
1995-96 school year for carrying weapons, according to a
department of education report, AFP reports from Washington.

The report said 6.276 students from 29 states were punished

for bringing weapons into their schools, including

9 Lankan soldiers c

rearims.

harged for ]ﬂ]].l.[lﬁs:
Nine soldiers have been charged in the slayings of four civillans

in a case seen as a test of the government's commitment to
protect minorities in Sri Lanka, AP reports from Colombo.

A prosecutor asked Monday for a special tribunal for the po-
litically sensitive trial. The four civilians were members of the
Tamil minority. In the past, the Tamils have cited abuse and
arrogance by Sinhalese soldiers as one of the causes of Tamil
discontent leading to Sri Lanka's 14-year-old ethnic war,

Two hurt severely

Rioting continues in Hebron

HEBRON, West Bank, June
18: A Palestinian boy and el-
derly man were critically
wounded by lsraeli bullets
Tuesday in the fourth straight
day of rioting in Hebron over
the deadlock in the peace pro-
CESS.
Murad Jamjoum, 14, and
passer-by Munir Karaji, 72, re-
mained in critical condition af-
ter undergoing surgery to re-
move rubber-coated metal bul-
lets embedded in their brains,
Tawfik Rahal, the surgeon who
operated on the two, told AFP.

Two other Palestinians each
{lacl a leg broken by rubber bul-
ets.

At least 18 other Palestini-
ans were less seriously wounded

uy rubber bullets as protestors
pelted soldiers on the edge of the
Israeli-controlled sector of the
divided city with stones, bottles
and firebombs for a fourth day
running.

The injured included a 25-
year-old man who lost an eye
and a girl shot while burning an
Israeli flag, witnesses said.

In addition, two members of
the Israeli forces were slightly
injured from stones, a military
spokesman said.

Near the village of Beit Omar

north of Hebron, Palestinians

stoned Israeli cars and blocked
the vehicle of the head of the Is-
raeli Settler Council, Aharon
Domb who was on his way to
his Hebron home.

International

Allow creation of Palestinian

state, EU leaders urge Israel

AMSTERDAM, June 18 : The
European Union urged Israel
for the first time today to con-
sider allowing the creation of a
Palestinian state, reports
Reuter.

In a statement adopted at
their Amsterdam Summit, EU
leaders said : Europe calls on
the people of Israel to recognise
the right of the Palestinians to
exercise self-determination,
without excluding the option of
a state.

"The creation of a viable and
peaceful sovereign Palestinian
entity is the best guarantee of
Israel's security.” the 15-nation
bloc said.

At the same time, the EU
called on the Palestinian people
to reaffirm their commitment
to the legitimate right of Israel
to live within safe, recognised
borders.

The "European call for peace
in the Middle East” warned that
stagnation on the Palestinian,
Syrian and Lebanese negotiat-
ing tracks "is a permanent
threat to the security of all” and
urged the peoples and govern-
ments of the Middle East to re-
new talks.

It recalled the internation-
ally agreed foundations for

ace including the exchange of
and for , the non-accept-
ability of the annexation of ter-
ritory by force, rejection of ter-
rorism, Palestinian self-deter-
mination and the right of all
states and peoples to live in a
safe, recogni borders.

The EU reaffirmed its oppo-
sition to settlements and sup-
port for Arab-Israeli Security
Cooperation, it backed media-
tion efforts by Egyptian presi-
dent Hosni NYuharak to revive
[sraeli-Palestinian peace talks
and pledged to support his ini-
tiative.

The new departure of the Eu-
ropean statement appeared to
rcﬁgct deep frustration at the
approach of hardline lIsraeli
prime minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, whose decision to
build a new Jewish settlement
in Arab East Jerusalem led to a
breakdown of talks with Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat.

Paradoxically, it was issued
in the midst of a marathon EU
Summit in which the bloc's
leaders failed to agree on re-

forming their own institutions
and postponed key decisions to
the future.

"It is vital to abstain from
.unilateral actions prejudging
the permanent status, issues
and to resume and maintain
full u:curltﬁ cooperation with
the aim of fighting terrorism,”
the EU said.

"It is time to take concrete
steps towards a lasting peace.”
the statement said.

Previous EU resolutions, be-
ginning with the landmark
venice declaration in 1980s,
Europe's first unsuccessful
venture into Middle East

acemaking, had upheld the

alestinians' right to self-de-
termination without specifi-
cally calling for a state.

e last major EU policy
statement in Florence last June
referred to "self-determination
for the Palestinians, with all
that it implies,” but stopped
short of mentioning a state.

Israeli leaders have long told
the EU that by calling publicly
for a Palestinian state, they
were prejudging the outcome of
negotiations and taking sides

in the Arab-israeli ina
way that disqualified as
an honest broker.

Arab states have locked to

t.h:Eu:gemtnhahmemtl
United States bias

the Jewish state and to
press Washington to take a
more active role in breaking the
deadlock in the peace process.
Another report says : The
European Union failed yester-
day to agree key reforms to ex-
Fand into eastern Europe and
ooked set to agree a new
that was a shadow of what
many in the 15-nation bloc had

hoped for.

Working late into the night,
EU leaders threw in the towel
on plans to alter the balance of
power within the union, defer-
ring the issue until just before
the first of a raft of new mem-
bers from the old communist
bloc is due to join.

Officials said Belgium and
Spain had refused to agree a

an under which the number of
votes given to countries in
ministerial meetings would be
changed to rebalance the power
of larger countries.
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Diana, the Princess of Wales, speaks to guests at a gala

for Landmine Victims sponsored by the American Red
Cross Tuesday at the National Museum of Women in the

Arts in Washington DC.

— AFP/UNB photo

Feud between co-rulers erupts
into gunbattle in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, June 18: Al-
ready tense fears in Cambodia's
capital have been heightened as
the feud between the country's
co-rulers erupted into a bloody

unbattle between bodyguards
oyal to each side, reports AP.

With Khmer Rouge guerilla
leader Pol Pot on the run some-
where in the northern jungle,
the violence in Phnom Penh
could threaten a coalition gov-
ernment that has been unstable
since the United Nations pieced
it together in 1993 after years of
genocide and civil war.

Assault rifle shots and ex-
plosions from grenades and
rocket launchers rang out in
central Phnom Penh on Tues-
day as the bodyguards of First
Prime Minister Prince
Norodom Ranariddh traded fire
with police loyal to Second
Prime Minister Hun Sen.

The fighting comes just 10
days before US Secretary of

State Madeleine Albright is to
visit Cambodia to support
democracy and urge the prime
ministers to resolve their dif-
ferences peacefully.

About 100 police armed with
AK-47s surrounded the prince's
heavily guarded compound. At
least one of Ranariddh's men
was killed. Two blocks away, a
rocket or grenade exploded in-
side the walled residence of US
Ambassador Kenneth Quinn.
The blast blew apart a cement
bench two feet from the ser-
vants' quarters, Quinn said. No
one was injured.

"The explosion shook the
house," said Quinn, who was
celebrating his birthday at the
time. "The family had just gath-
ered around opening presents
and all of a sudden — BOOM: We
were very lucky. It blew in the
glass ﬂﬂgrﬂ]'ﬂ‘ doors."

Wounded in the fighting was
a soldier with the prince's

FUNCINPEC party and a Cam-
bodian driving a bus down
Norodom Boulevard where the
fighting was. Shrapnel struck
Agence France-Presse journal-
ist Matthew Lee of New York in
his left arm, colleagues said.
They said the wound was not
serious.

Thousands of soldiers, police
and militia units of the rival
factions are posted around the
city, and fears have run high in
recent weeks of a civil war.
However, none of the larger
units got involved in Tuesday's
two-hour clash. Leaders from
FUNCINPEC and the rival
Cambodian People's Party, or
CPP, met to defuse tensions.

Battlefield enemies in the
1980s, the two sides have never
overcome their enmity. Threats
and violence have increased re-
cently in the run-up to elections
scheduled for late next year.

Kashmiri Hindu migrants seek
guarantee from Muslims for return

&

Despite some progress to-
wards the restoration of nor-
malcy in the Kashmir Valley,
the Hindus who fled their
homes at the height of the se-
cessionist violence seven years
ago, are too scared to return.

Not satisfied with the
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment's assurances, they want a
"guarantee” from the majority
Muslims in the Valley, a panel
ol senior state government offi-
cials has found after visiting
Jammu and Delhi where most
of the 50,000 Kashmiri Hindu

miﬁnt families are living.

e officials team, led by
M.L. Kaul, Financial Commis-
sioner [Planning), was assigned
the task of exploring the possi-
bilities of the return of Kash-
miri Hindu migrants.
Members of the Kaul panel
spoke to members of the com-
munity to know their "percep-

tions” on the possibility of re-
turn and asked them to "voice
their apprehensions.” "We even
asked tﬁem to come out with
their suggestions and expecta-
tions from the government,”
Kaul told IANS.

The migrants were "unani-
mous" that they could not trust
merely the state government's
efforts for their return. "They
wanted the Muslim majority
community, with which they
had lived all along till 1990
when the forces of violence
started targetting them, to offer
them a guarantee of safety,
dignity and honour on their re-
turn,” he said.

More than the government
machinery, thfg "tended to be-
lieve their Muslim neighbours.
Since these neighbours were
saying that it would take some
more time for their return to

S |

the Valley' the migrants were
"hesitant, rather scared to re-
turn,” Shibhan Lal Rina, an or-
chardist from Beerwah area of
Budgam district, now living in
a Jammu camp told the offi-
cials.

There were many like him
among the migrants who
wanted the majority commu-
nity to "open its arms for the
Kashmiri Hindus,” Kaul said.
"We are working on this aspect,”
he added.

Thousands of Kashmiri
Hindus fled the Valley between
late 1989 and early 1990 after
the secessionists began target-
ting them with select killings of
community members, espe-
cially political leaders, intel-
lectuals, academicians and
young people. *

— India Abroad News Service
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Colombian police and rescue workers search through the debris left by a bomb that ex-

ploded Tuesday in the parking lot of a police station in Fontibon west of Bogota. Police
officials said eight police were killed and 15 injured. Members of the intelligence squad
were inspecting a truck (C) which had been confiscated earlier Tuesday when the explosion

occurred, police officials said.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Di appeals for ban

on land mines

WASHINGTON, June 18:
Princess Diana and Elizabeth
Dole joined forces Tuesday to
heighten international aware-
ness of the devastating effects of
land mines and to appeal for a
worldwide ban, reports AP.

The two women also urged
developed countries to increase
assistance for mine victims and
not to over look the crisis just
because it is not taking place in
their own back year.

"If on the backroads of Eng-
land or America a false ste
could cost a leg, a life, a child,
what we're about today would
not be an admirable cause: it
would be an urgent crisis," said
Dole, who heads the American
Red Cross.

"The detachment that comes
from mileage and time zones is
understandable, but it is not
{ustiﬂed because the value of
ife does not diminish with
distance and the of a child is
no less wrenchi use it is
faint,” added Dole, s g in
front of a memorial honouring
Red Cross workers.

Prithvi missiles
to be deployed
along Indian
border: Gujral

NEW DELHI, June 18: Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral of
India was quoted on Tuesday as
saying that new surface to sur-
face missiles would be deployed
along the nation's border only
when the need arises but there
was no danger at present, re-
ports Reuter.

Press Trust of India (PTI)
quoted Gujral as saying the
Prithvi missiles would be de-
ployed "as and when there is a
threat. Al present there is no
danéﬂr along the border.”

arlier this month Gujral
denied newspaper reports from
the United States that India had
deployed some Prithvi missiles
near Jullundur in Punjab state
near the border with Pakistan.

Defence analysts say the
Prithvi — with a 250-km (150
mile) range — is a worthy deter-
rent against India's regional ri-
val Pakistan which is believed
able to assemble nuclear
weapons quickly.

"Indian foreign policy is in-
dependent and it has never tol-
erated outside interference,”
PTI quoted Gujral as saying
when asked if the Prithvis were
not being deployed following
pressure from some western
courntries.

Iraq aské UN to
open fourth
border-point

BAGHDAD, June 18: Iraq
has officially asked the UN to
open a fourth border-point for
goods across the
[ragi-Syrian border, the Iraqi
News Agency (INA) reported yes-
terday, says Xinhua,

The INA said Nizar Ham-
doon, Iragi Ambassador to the
UN, made this demand in a let-
ter to the chairman of the UN
Sanctions Committee on Iraq
on Monday.

He told the chairman that
the fourth border point will be
opened at Al-Waleed Abu
Shamat on the Iraqi-Syrian
border in line with its "oil-for-
food” with the UN.

Disclosure of Kim’s 92 EamL:iign funding demanded

ROK students intrude into
ru]ing arty office

SEOUL, June 18 Eight EPU.-
dents, disguised as air condi-
tioner mechanics, briefly in-
truded into the ruling party's
headquarters Wednesday, de-
manding President Kim Young-
sam disclose details of his 19
campaign spending, reports AP.

ey were arrested within
five minutes on charges of tres-
passing. They were identified as
members of a radical student
group believed responsible for
five days of violence earlier this
month that killed three people.

The students, from seven
universities in various parts of
the country, entered the build-
ing in southern Seoul posing as
air conditioner repairmen and
occupied a fourth-floor room.

"Disclose the presidential
campaign funds”: the students
shouted.

They also demanded the dis-
solution of the ruling New Ko-
rea Party, which they said is re-
sponsible for high-level gov-

ernment corruption.

Police detained the students
after a brief scuffle, during
which some furniture was de-
stroyed, party officials said. No
one was injured.

After the students were
taken outside. they briefly
broke free of the police and de-
stroyed four cars parked in
front of the building, party offi-
cials said.

Earlier this month, 2,000
students clashed with police in
Seoul, demanding that Presi-
dent Kim's t:lctail hi?1 1511192 rr,i:ﬁm-

aign spending, which critics
ang:xceedcd the legal limit.

A police officer was run over
by a police vehicle during a
::E,ash with students. A factory
worker was beaten to death by
students who thought that he
was a police informant.

Kim's campaign spendin
has become a major politic
issue.

US, ROK secretly planning
for war, accuses DPRK

SEOUL. June 18: North Ko-

re's defense ministry "o
Wednesday accused the Hnrted—-

States andeSoutit Kgrea of se-
cretly planning fér'war while
outwardly seeking peace, says
AP.

In an unusually strong
statement, the North's Ministry
of the People’'s Armed Forces
expressed doubts about Korean
peace talks being pushed by
Washington and Seoul,

"The enemies are outwardly
calling for four-way talks for a
lasting peace and security on
the Korean peninsula and, be-
hind the scenes, making war
preparations in earnest,” ac-
cording to the statement, car-
ried by the North's official Ko-
rean Central News Agency.

North Korea "will not hesi-
tate to fight the final battle with
the United States and the south
Korean authorities if they so
earnestly wish to make a mili-
tary showdown," it said.

The statement came amid
reports of widespread famine in

the isolated communist coun-

“try-Western military experts
warn-that the North may use

war to divert domestic atter}-
tion from its worsening eco-
nomic problems.

The statement charged that
South Korea, assisted by the
United States, recently con-
ducted a series of military land-
ing operations to prepare for
war against the North.

"It is common military
knowledge that a landing exer-
cise is an attack exercise that
goes beyond self-defense,” it
said.

It accused the "enemies” of
believing "it is high time" for an
attack to take advantage of
North Korea's natural disasters.
"They are mistaken, however,"
it said.

South Korea's Defense Min-
istry said its navy and marine
corps have staged two separate
landing exercises in the past
week, but both were "routine,
defensive maneuverings.”

US-Russia accord to help
implement Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty '91

GENEVA, June 18: US and
Russian arms officials, joined
by counterparts from Belarus,
Kazakhstan and the Ukraine,
on Tuesday signed accord to
improve the implementation of
the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Treaty, a US statement
said, reports Reuter.

It gave no details of the se-
cret joint statements and
agreement reached in five-
week-long negotiations by the
treaty's joint compliance and
inspection commission.

ut a US official familiar
with the negotiations in Geneva
said that musth of the documents
signed by the five states party to
St%anrtrl '.{uuld reduce the extent
of installations and other sen-
sitive sites to be inspected.

"Eleven of the 13 documents
had to do with reducing the fa-
cilities,” he said.

He also said that Russia and
the United States were ahead of
schedule in reducing their

strategic nuclear offensive
arms under Start-1, signed by
presidents Bush and Gorbachev
in 1991.

The cooperation should es-
tablish a "good basis" for even-
tually implementing the long-
stalled Start-2, which the Rus-
sian Duma (Parliaimnent) has yet
to ratify, he added.

The Start-1, treaty, which
went into effect in December
1994, aims to reduce the long-
range nuclear forces of Wash-
ington and Moscow by 30-40 per
cent. It provides for inspection
of 120-130 sites, includin
about 33 in America, the US of-
ficial said.

"Another really good accom-
plishment here is that both the
Russian Federation and the US
are ahead of schedule in the re-
ductions under the Start-1
treaty, quite a few hundred of
warheads, missiles and silos
are being removed and elimi-
nated,” the US official said.

AI cites other govts' responsibility for HR abuses in central Africa

LONDON, June 18: The
refugee crisis in central Africa
shows how responsibility for
human rights abuses can spread
beyond borders, Amnesty In-
ternational said Tuesday in its
annual report, reports AP,

The London-based human
rights organisation said the
blame for a global refugee crisis
must be shared by "second"” gov-
ernments which promote or
sustain conflict, or which have
slammed their doors on the
dispossessed.

"It was not just the govern-
ments directly responsible for
human rights wviolations in
their own countries that caused
the massive refugee flows we
witnessed in 1996," said Pierre
Sane, Amnesty's Secretalg-
General, in a statement pu

lished with the report.

" "Other governments directly
cr indirectly fuelled the con-
flicts ... and then they failed to
take responsibility for the
tragic situation they caused,”
Sane said.

The refugee crisis in Africa's
Great Lakes region most clearly
illustrated the responsibility of
more than one government for
the plight of refugees from vio-
lence; for instances, in the
forced repatriation of refugees
to countries where they faced
likely secution.

Over 170 Burundi refugees
forcibly repatriated from Tan-
zania in January were suminar-
ily killed by Burundi security
forces, it said.

Hutus returning to Rwanda
also had reason for concern, it

said. The war crimes trials for
Hutus accused of t part in
1994's Tutsi genocide were
tainted, Amnesty said,
"prompting fears that in the fu-
ture a large number of people
may be executive after unfair
trials."” _

Sometimes ethnic hatreds
crossed borders, Amnesty said,
and refugees fleeing violence in
one country found worse condi-
tions in their new host.

Rwandan Hutu refugees who
fled to the former Zaire found
themselves "trapped between
armed conflict and starvation"
when a rebel war broke out in
that country late last year. They
were targeted for looting by re-
treating Zairian forces and for
slaughter by the advancing
Tutsi-dominated rebel alliance.

Amnesty called for an inter-
national presence in Rwanda,
Burundi and Zaire — since re-
named Cnnrfu — to protect
civilians at risk.

Congolese officials have said
that reports of massacres in the

east of the country are un-
founded, and that will al-
low human rights officials to

visit the site of alleged killing
fields next month.

A senior refugee official vis-
iting London this week said
that attempts to monitor the
fate of refugees have been ham-
pered by military strictures, es-
pecially in Rwanda and Congo.

"We should not normally
repatriate people to a situation
where we can't monitor them
for a period after the return,”
said Denis McNamara, director

of the division of international
rotection at the UN High
ommissioner for Refugees.
"That's a major concern.”
Amnesty also cited "second
overnment” responsibility in
ghanistan and Colombia.

In Afghanistan, govern-
ments friendly to warring mili-
tias have supplied weaponry
and backing, helping to perpet-
uate the war to protect their
own interests, the r said.

"They have an obligation to
try and lessen the scale,”
Amnesty spokesman Mark Ogel
told The Associated Press.

He wouldn't name the gov-
ernments, but Pakistan is
widely believed to support the
Taliban religious militia,
which has severely restricted
the rights of women and has

reintroduced amputation as
unishment. Uzbekistan and
ussia are suspected of
northern militias, which have
indiscriminately bombed civil-
ian ts.

In Colombia, he said, the US
government was supplying
training and military assis-
tance to security forces which
have joined pro-government
paramilitaries in carrying out
more than 1,000 extra judicial
executions.

The terror has caused thou-
sands of Colombians to flee

their homes, Ogel said.

The 378-page covered
alleged human rights abuses
committed by ts and

opposition ps in 151 coun-
tries and territories during
1996.



