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Private security
deployed at
cantt residence
of Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

An 18-member private secu-
rity force was deployed at the
Cantonment residence of the
Leader of the %Boaitinn in par-
liament and BNP chief Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday.

The new security force was
arranged by BNP following the
withdrawal of 18 members of
the Armed Police Battalion and
deployment of a six-member
DMP police team on Tuesday,
party sources said.

The new securitymen, hired
from a private security com-
pany, will

rivate house in three shifts
six in each shift), they added.

The Leader of the Opposition
uses her official residence at 29,
Minto Road, for party activi-

See Page 12 Col 1

PCJSS proposes |
next round of

talks from July 14

KHAGRACHHARI, June 18:
Parbatya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) has
proposed to hold the next round
of peace talks on CHT in Dhaka
from July 14, reports UNB.

Officials said H&npsadhaja
Chakma, convenor of Jogajog
" Committee, which maintains
liaison with the government
and the PCJSS, handed over a
letter in this regard to the gov-
ernment side here today.

The PCJSS was learnt to
have agreed to extend the truce
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) up to September 30. The
ongoing ceasefire expires on
June 30.

New 10-taka note
to have portrait
of Bangabandhu

By Staff Correspondent

The government has decided
to issue a new ten taka bank
note with the portrait of Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur man in-
scribed on it, finance minister
SAMS Kibria told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

dmereply to a questiop.

Awami League M

Rahman Sharif, the minister

said, the picture of Banga-

bandhu would be inscribed on

one side and that of the Lalbagh
See Page 12 Col B

— Inside Today
Article

Contribution of
Army to Deve-
lopment: Possi-
bilities and
Prospects

Column: Currents and
Crosscurrents
by M M Rezaul Karim
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Occidental to co-ordinate all operations

in Moulvibazar.

Earth bing levelled for installing new gas lines for an affected tea garden at Magurchhara

Dousing gas well fire may
take some time: Experts

e e

e A

— Star photo

Star Report

Dousing the gas well fire at
Ma%urchhara in Moulvibazar
might take some time as foreign
experts involved in the task
said that putting out the fire
and stupping the gas flow
should be conducted simultane-
ously for the sake of environ-
ment and public health.

According to Petrobangla

officials, two teams of fire

fighting experts from Sint%lapﬂre
and Houston working at the site
are now ‘devising the strategy’
to bring the situation under
control.

The fire fighting equipment
and required chemical reached
the city yesterday in two special
aircralt.

The foreign experts shared
their views with FPetrobangla
authorities that along with

utting out the fire, the gas flow
rom the affected well should be
stopped. Otherwise, the envi-
ronment and health of the peo-
ple will be endangered.

The pressure of gas has now
reduced and the flames do not
rise beyond 100 feet. The well
exploded Saturday night during
drilling by American company
Occidental.

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ported from Srimangal last
night that Occidental will co-

See Page 12 Col 4
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JS discussion on nat'l budget begins

Positive changes, hopes AL
Economy ruined, says BNP

The Jatiya Sangsad began
debate over the proposed na-
tional budget for 1997-98 fiscal
yesterday, with the Treasury
Bench members hailing the
budget and the Opposition criti-
cising it.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria placed Tk 27,786 crore
budget in the House on June 12
last. Before taking up the 1997-
98 budget for discussion, the
House debated the supplemen-
tary budget for fiscal 1996-97
for two days from Monday.

While beginning the debate

By Statt Correspondent

on the national budget for 1997-
98 yesterday, ruling Awami
League (AL} lawmakers claimed
thai the proposed budget was
bound to bring about positive
changes in the lives of the peo-

le. They also asserted that the

udget was consistent with cer-
tain provisions of the Constitu-
lion, obliging the state to im-
plement the basic rights of the
citizens.

On the other hand. the Op-
posttion Bench members be-
longing to the Bangladesh Na-
tivnalist Party [(BNP) claimed

that the proposed budget for
1997-98 would affect the inter-
ests of the majority people, es-
pecially the peasants.

They also asserted that the
budget reflected the govern-
ment's mismanagement of na-
tional economy. They de-
manded review of the proposed
budget to give it a 'pro-people’
character.

A total of 23 MPs took part
in yesterday's debate. Of them
12 were AL members, 10 BNP
and one Jatiya Party {(JP}.

See Page 12 Col 1

JC meets 1n city
to review Ganges

water flow

By Staff Correspondent

The Joint Committee (JC) set
up to monitor the Bangladesh-
India water sharing treaty be-
gan a two-day review meeting in
Dhaka yesterday.

According to
sources, the meeting will review
the Ganges water flow during
the first five months of the
treaty beginning January.

e Joint Cominittee is ex-
pected to finalise the draft con-
taining the technical details of
the flow for the current year's

See Page 12 Col 7

official

By Nazmul Ashraf

It all happened due to ab-
sence of the health minister
from the House.

When Wajiuddin Khan of
Awami League moved a call at-

tention notice on the problems
faced by the mental hospital in
Pabna, Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid invited Health Minister
Salahuddin Yusuf to respond to
the notice.

Finding the minister absent,
the Chair gave the floor to State
Minister for Health Dr Aman-

See Page 12 Col 6
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PDB, UNOCAL
negotiate
power project

The Power Development
Board (PDB) and the US-based
UNOCAL started negotiation in
Dhaka yesterday for implemen-
tation of the proposed Western
Region integrated project for
boosting power generation in
the western part of the country,
reports UNB.

Based on technical sliudies

PDB and UNOCAL agreed in
principle to implement the
nearly 450 million US dollar
(Tk 2,000 crore) project in two
phtaacl, sald an official hand-
out.

In the first phase, UNOCAL

is willin% to construct a gas
[:;pclinc rom Shahbazpur field

Bhola, Barisal and Khulna, a
20 MW gas-fired er plant at
Bhola, a 125 simple cycle
as-fired power ant at
arisal, and a 132 single-

circuit transmission line from
Barisal to Khulna.

Well was stable before
blast: Occidental

From Staff Correspondent

SRIMANGAL. June 18: Occi-
dental today gave its version ol
the Magurachhara gas explo-
sion saying, "Most reports cir-
culated since Saturday's blast
are fairy tales".

Other sources, however said
Occidental could have avoided
the explosion and claimed that
the company did not have

proper blow-out prevention

tat the :

"We had quality®
there and the drillman was do-
ing his job properly," said Skip
Coyner, interim drilling man-
ager of Occidental.

Coyner said, rumours that
the company had a sensor down
in the hole to detect high pres-
sure, were wrong.

"Nobody can measure pres-
sure of any kind while drilling,”
he said.

He said the only tool the
company could use to measure
pressure was hydrostatic head,
a calculation of the force ex-
erted by a column of fluid on a
given area.

Coyner said the hydrostatic

L i

head readings were normal and
there was no abnormal or un-
expected pressure before the ex-
plosion.

'The well was slable, static
and dead as a hamnmer."” he said.

He also said the gas detector
which measures the amount of
gas absorbed by the mud
pumped into the drilling hole to
remove the rocks, found no gas
before the accident. . -
er also challenged re-
ports that the area was a high
pressure zone. He said drill
stem tests conducted at
Fenchuganj-2, the next field in
the area, showed a pressure gra-
dient of 8.3 pounds per gallon at
2,062 meters and 8.4 pounds at
2. 578 meters. This measure-
ment shows the relationship
between pressure and depth.

The gradient at Magurachhara
was 9.0 which, Coyner said, was
normal

Although the well was stable,
said Coyner, gas erupted 75 feet
into the air around the area.

An official on duty that

Sce Page 12 Col 3
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Pay Commission
reTEGrt submitted

e report of the National

Pay Commission was submitted

toe  Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at her Bangl

retariat office yesterday, re-

BSS.
Mujibul Haq . Chairman of
the Commission, handed over

report.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria, Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister Dr A

commission were present.
-

adesh Sec-
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Chairman of Natiunal Pay Commission Mujibul Hagq

..........

handing over the report of the Commi ssion to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her Secretariat office

yesterday.

— PI1D photo

Space constraint at
Ctg port yard

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, June 18: The
country's main port faces space
constraint in its container yard
with vessels stranded at the jet-
ties. port sources said.

At least six vessels loaded
with over 2,000 containers of
import cargo were stranded at
the jetties today due to delay in
unloading of container cargo.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, a port official sald the
containers could not be re-

| moved from these ships due to

space constraint at the yard in-
side the port.

According to him. arrival of
a large number containers and
their slow unloading after the
declaration of the national
budget. have caused the space

cnnﬁcsﬂun.
e said, around 13,000 con-
tainers are now at the yard

against its capacity to accom-
modate 9,500 containers,

A year ago, the yard had the
capacity to accommodate only
8.500 containers and later to
cope with the growth of con-
tainer cargo, the capacity was
raised to 9,500 containers.

Port officials apprehend the
space crisis mig]i;t lead to a
fresh congestion of foreign ves-
sels if new container terminals
are not set up to meet the grow-
ing demand.

They said that every year
container cargo in this port had
recorded an increase of 20 to 30
per cent

During the current [iscal

ear. the number of containers
andled in Chittagong Port
may cross three lakhs while in
the previous fiscal (95-96) it
handled 2 50,000 containers,
port sources said

About five years ago (wo con-
tainer terminals were built at

Chittagong port.

2 female students |

kept out of RU

hall overnight

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 18: Two
female students of Rajshahi
University had to spend a night
outside the gate o Begum
Khaleda Zia Hall recently as
they failed to show identity
cards.

Precilia Sharmin, a second-
year. student of Zoology- De-
simiha Sharmin,

student of History,
both registered students of the
hall, reached the hall gate,
along with their brother
Parvez, at about 2 am on June
16.

The hall superintendent
asked them (o show identity
cards before being allowed to
enter the hall. But they failed

See Page 12 Col 2

4?2 students of

Rangpur
Polytech held

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, June 18: Police
rounded up 42 Polytechnic In-
stitute student during raids on
hostels and messes in the town
last night.

A bomb weighing 5-k
sOme arims were recovere
ing the raids, police said.

The duty officer of Kotwali
thana said the principal of the
Polytechnic Institute had filed
a case on June 16 accusing the
students of resorting to vio-
lence, damaging and setting
fire to the teachers quarters
ahd laboratory of the institute
causing a loss of property worth
Tk one crore.

A two-member team of the
Education Department from
Dhaka visited the institute to-
day. The team will submit its
report to the governmernt,

and
dur-

BNP workers
clash in Pabna

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, June 18: One person
was killed and eight others were
injured in a clash between the
supporters of Awami League
and BNP at village Mirzapur
yesterday morning, police said.

The dead was identified as
Mohammad Firoz, 60, an ac-
tivist of AL. who was hacked to
death on the spot after he was
inured in the clash.

Two of the injured were ad-
mitted to Pabna General Hospi-
tal in critical condition. They

were identified as Hasan All,
34. and Arshed Ali, 38.

The clash began when the -

roups, one led by Sattar
Mondol, supporters of AL and
the other led Rashid Mondol,
supporters of BNP, tried to take
possession of a deep tubewell.

Police were patrolling the
area. No one was arrested till
the writing of this report last
night.

Sylhet BNP calls
hartal June 22

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. June 17: The Syl-
het district BNP has called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal in Sylhet
town on June 22 IGT%I'ESS their
various demands. e 9-point
demand include withdrawal of
false' cases lodged against BNP
leaders and workers and trans-
fer of the ASP of Sylhet Sadar.

two

BNP action programme June 22

'Reduce fertiliser price,
withdraw new taxes'

The main opposition BNP
has vowed to launch country-
wide oust-government move-
ment next week if it does not
withdraw the enhanced price of
fertiliser and new taxes and
surcharge immediately, reports
UNB.

"This move will be the first
step -
‘Awami-Baksal§ lernment,”
said BNP Secre ﬂ?‘}rﬂgﬁﬂml ﬁji-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan who also
announced country-wide
demonstration on June 20 and
22,

As per the warm-up pro-
gramme, protest rally and
"demonstration will be held in
all district headquarters and
all thanas in capital Dhaka on
June 20 and in all thana head-
quarters and wards in Dhaka
on June 22 to protest the "anti-
yeople” budget, fertiliser price-
]nke and different fresh taxes.

Announcing the street
protest, Bhuiyan said the party
would declare on June 22 a
countrywide greater action pro-
graimnme to pull down the gov-

toward dislodging the .

ernmert.

“The new budget is designed
to kill the people. There will be
no way to live in the country if

the budget is adopted, so there is |

no alternative to a mass move-
ment against the government.”
he told the rally.

The ultimatum to realise
BNP's demands was made at a

_Pmnth public meeting Hn
ronit of the BNP central bifice

in the afternoon. to protest the
'‘anti-people budget of this sub-
servient government.’

Speaking at the meeting,
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury said the fire in gasfield in
Kamalganj thana occurred due
to the government's 'caprice’
and negljgenr:e,

According to the provision
of the agreement, there must be
Bangladeshi expert in the field.
"But why they were not present
inn the field? he asked.

Prol Chowdhury said in the
meantime about 1000 crore
worth of gas had been destroyed

See Page 12 Col 1
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13 died in police
custody 1n
Bangladesh : Al

BBC monitoring

At least 13 persons died
while in police custody in
Bangladesh, BBC said last m'%lt
quoting the annual report of the
Amnesty International (Al) re-
leased recently.

The Al report also men-
tioned about alleged harass-
ment of political workers be-
longing to opposition parties in
Bangladesh.

Many people belonging to
the opposition were detained
without trial and were even tor-
tured, the report said.

The Amnesty International’'s
letter to the government of
Bangladesh demanding the re-
lease of the prisoners was not
entertained, the report claimed.

Govt blamed for
foiling BNP

meet at Kaliganj

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has blamed the gov-
ernment for foiling its public
meeting at Kaliganj of Jheni-
dah district yesterday.

A joint statement issued last

p~#l Noman
the party —

I night by BNP E’uint secretary

SR

| Shamsuzzaman Dudu, Mashiur

Rahman. Shahidul Islam, Ab-
dul Wahab and Shahiduzzaman
Beltu — condemned the imposi-
tion of Section 144 at the meet-
ing venue — Kolabazar in Kall-
ganj thana of the district.

"BNP announced its rally at
the spot seven days ago and
started campaigning for the
programnme since| then. But
Awamni League called for a rally
at the same place later with a
clear motive to foil the BNP
programme"”, said the state-
ment, adding that the local ad-
ministration banned rallies
after the AL's undermocratic

See Pape 12 Col 7
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