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Foreign fire-fighting experts at the Magurchhara gasfield yes

Undetected gas pocket
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away. We never drill straight
down to find gas. The plan was
to drill 1600 meters into the
earth and then drill horizon-
tally to the gas field,” he said.

When the drilling started,
the bore struck the gas pocket
quite unexpectedly and ignited
the blaze, he said.

ULFA rebels
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standing between Dhaka and
New Delhi.

Mahanta, however, renewed
his government's offer to have
unconditional talks with the
ULFA urging the insurgents to
eschew the path of violence and
respond to the offer positively.

The chief minister indicated
that the plot to explode a bomb
on his car at Gowhati on June 8
was hatched in Bhutan at a se-
cret conclave of Assam insur-
gents a few days earlier,

He said the Assam state gov-
ernment on its part had been
making all out efforts for the
initiation of the dialogue with
the ULFA leadership.

He said that while the dis-
trict level ranks of the insur-
genis had shown interest for
talk, the same was yet to come
from the top leadership of the
ULFA.

Skip Coyener, an engineer of
Occidental, says seismic sur-
veys only provides information
about rock structures and do
not detect gas.

The TNO of Srimangal,
Wadudul Bari Chowdhury said
they were prt:;lz;aring a list of

ple affected by the blast. "We

now about 50 families of
Khashia Punzi tribe fled their
homes and their betel leaf cul-
tivation has been damaged. Oc-
cidental will compensate their
loss and will also bear all other
costs." he said.

An Occidental official said
the company would compensate
for the loss and plans were un-
derway to relocate the adjacent
railway line away from the site.

"The tracks were warped b
the heat and its no longer aailé
here,” he said.

Forest officer of Lauachhara
beat, Siddigur Rahman esti-
mated that about 500 mature
trees were damaged by the in-
tense heat from the well. He
said the monsoon contained the
fire. Steps were being taken to
wipe out possibility of a forest
fire, he said.

Rail and road communica-
tion is still suspended indefi-
nitely as both routes cross only
yards away from the inferno.
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Heated debate in JS
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sion on supplementary budget

of 1996-97, Saifur Rahman said
a vigorous and dynamic econ-
omy built by the BNP goveri-
ment was tumed sluggish due to
"wrong policy and decision” in
last one year.

Giving wvarious statistics
and indicators of macro-econ-
omy, Saifur said that excepting
agriculture, growth in other sec-
tors came down.

He said the government
sought 600 million US dollar
from IMF, but has not yet re-
ceived it as, according to him,
the aid giving agencies in their
report called Bangladesh's pre-
sent economy fragile and slug-
gish.

During the BNP government,
he said, the foreign reserve was
3.4 billion US dollar which at
present dropped to 1.62 billion
dollar.

Refe to default culture,
the former Finance Minister
claimed that he had taken steps
against the loan defaulters and
dismissed chairmen, directors
and members of different
banks.

The private sector must be
given bank loan for growth in
this sector, Saifur said. "If you
don't want to give them loan for
fear of defaulter, let the shops
be closed," he added.

Earlier, taking part in the
discussion former BNP minis-
ter Dr Khandaker Mosharraf

Hossain blamed the govern-
ment's miamanagement and
wrorng policy for a downtrend in
Ecunnmr

He alleged that the govern-
ment reduced development bud-
get of the outgoing fiscal for
revenue and non-development
sectors.

Those who took part in the
discussion were Commerce
Minister Tofael Ahmed, Khan-
daker Asaduzzaman, Prof
Khaleda Khanam and Makbul
Hossain of Awami League, Syed
Manzur Hossain, Shahidul Is-
lam, Rezaul Karim and Ziaul
Haq Zia of BNP and Noor Mo-
hammad Mondal of Jatiya
Party.

Winding up general discus-
sion on the supplemen bud-
get for 1996-97 fiscal, Kibria
said the BNP had opened the
doors of the banks and finan-
cial institutions for the plun-
derers that deepened the default
culture,

"They had indulged in poli-
tics of blunder by handing out
crores of taka to their party
supporters ... the present gov-
ernment salvaged the economy
from a total mess,” he said.

Furnishing detailed statis-
tics about the credits by the past
government, he said they sanc-
tioned Tk 2263 crore in 1991,
Tk 2619 crore in 1992, Tk 3550
crore in 1993, Tk 5449 crore in
1994 and Tk 6493 crore in 1995,
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PM : Steps taken
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the pasfield on June 2.

"Everything is progressing
and teams of experts have ar-
rived to suggest ways to fight the
fire" that broke out early Sun-
day, Occidental President Nigel
L Hopkinsons told UNB on the
spot.
He said two teams of experts
from Alert Disaster Control of
Singapore and International
0il Control of Houston, USA,
arrived here to take steps to
control the fire.

About the extent of damage,
the Occidental president said,
"It is not possible to assess it be-
fore receiving the expert opin-
ion. But there was no casualty
so far.”

The Prime Minister had an
aerial view of the fire and
dropped at Shamsernagar, six
kilometres off the spot. and
went to Magurchhara by a Pa-
jero jeep to see the intensity of
the fire,

On her way back to Sham-
sernagar, the Prime Minister
addressed a spontaneous %ath-
ering at Kamalganj College
ground and said the govern-
ment is taking allout steps to
control the fire at the earliest.

She said rts are coming
with fire extinguishing equip-
ment to control the flame im-
mediately.

There was no casualty in the
fire, she said, adding, "It is a
blessing of Almighty that the
people are safe.”

She gave the assurance that
the government will take steps
to solve the local problems, in-
cluding the problems of the lo-
cal college and the tea workers.

Load-shedding
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, dJune 17:
There was a load shedding of
over 160 MW in the port city to-
day. The city needs 330 MW
power daily,

Most of the areals ig C},ll;:é-
tagong are iring load s g

in '%gr the g::;gt fmg days.

oday, 291 MW of electricity
was generated at the Raozan
power plant and at Kaptai and
of this only 167 MW was sup-
plied to Chittagong, PDB
sources said.

The rest was put into the na-
tional grid line to feed other ar-
eas.

JCD-BCL clash
at Sirajganj:
S injured

SIRANJGANJ, June 17: Five
KeOpie were injured in a clash
etween pro-Awami League
Chhatra League and BNP ba-
cked JCD here today, reports
UNB.

Police said the clash oc-
curred in front of the office of
the Road and Highways in the
town over tender at 12.05 Pm

Of the injured, JCD leader
Arju Mia, 24, was admitted to
Sirajganj General Hospital
with head 1n‘1_lu&dand a case
was filed wit ar police in
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Bus fares to be readjusted

The government is consider-
ing to re-adjust the fares of pub-
lic transport services like bus,
minibus, coaster, taxi and mo-
torised three-wheeler, reports
UNB.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain said this in the
Jatiyva Sangsad yesterday in
reply to Prof Panna Kaisar of
Awami League.

He also disclosed that, al-
though road accidents kill
thousands and injure lakhs ev-
ery year, route permit of no ve-
hicle was cancelled on charge of
road accident from 1991-92 fis-
cal year till date.

n reply to M Shahidul Islam
of BNP, he said that a total of
4,721 road accidents took place
across the country in just 11
months from June 1 , killing
2,607 people and injuring 4 554.

The minister, however, in-
formed the House that to check
road accidents, the government
took various steps at different
times which included constitu-
tion of Driving Testing Boards
to give licences only to eligible
drivers.

He said Accident Report
form has been introduced in the
Dhaka Metropolitan area to
collect information about road
mishaps in order to analyse by
computers the causes ol acci-
dents.

Nikunja plots
MPs to get
allotments

by July 31

The former and present par-
liament members, who applied
for housing plots at "Nikunja”,
will be given allotments by July
31, reports UNB.

Stating this in parliament
}"-E:Etﬂl‘dﬂ{i Housing and Public
Works Minister Mohammad
Nasim assured the parliament
members that those who ap-
plied for plots at "Nikunja”
would get allotment.

Amidst clapping, the minis-
ter also announced that the
lawmakers would be given pri-
ority in allotment of plots at
the proposed Yusufganj satellite
town.

Nasim, however, said the
government has decided to free
3,000 acres of land, earlier
earmarked for acquisition to
set up the satellite town.

PM : Punishment
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Standing on a point of order,
former minister and BNP legis-
lator M Shamsul Islam tried to
draw the attention of the House
esterday to the incident.
Eeputy Speaker Ahdul Hamid

did not entertain it as a point of

order.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion Prof Badruddoza Chowd-
hury then took floor and de-
manded formation of a parlia-
mentary committee to probe
the incident and submission of
its report within 48 or 72 hours.

He regretted the Deputy
Speaker's refusal to entertain a
point of order on the issue,

Arrest of a person on charge
of trespassing into Prime Min-
ister's Office and his alleged
death in police custody deserves
discussion in the House, he
said. "It's a matter related to
fundamental rights guaranteed
by the Constitution. | expect the
Home Minister and Law Minis-
ter to give statements on the is-
sue.” He also quoted an English
language daily to give details of
the incident.

At this stage, Leader of the
House Sheikh Hasina took
floor and said that exemplary
punishment will be given if
death in custody is proved.

The Prime Minister said,
the matter would be investi-
gated properly and post
mortem report of the deceased
would be taken into considera-
tion. She proposed that investi-
gations could be made on all
political murders, death of stu-
dents on campus, and killing of

ople in processions and ral-
ies and that a parliammentary
committee could be formed for
the purpose if the Opposition

agreed.

Road accidents kill
2607 in 11 months

A Micro-Computer Accident
Analysis Package has been es-
tablished at the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police and the
Bangladesh Road Transport Au-
thority to identify the accident-
prone areas, apply proper rules
and take engineering measures
to check accidents.

A National Road Safety
Strategic Action Plan has been
ap by the National Road
Safety Council, headed by the
Communications Minister, al-
lowing it to take measures to

t road accidents.

Significant improvement is
expected with the implementa-
tion of the plan within two
years, the minister said.

Muggers stab

woman in city

By Staff Correspondent

Some muggers stabbed an
elderly woman while trying to
snatch bungles from her in the
city's Kalabagan area yesterday
afternoon, said police.

Sayeeda Chowdhury, 50,
wife of a retired government of-
ficial, AHNA Chowdhury, was
attacked at Bashiruddin Road
at 1:30 pm. A of four to five
muggers riding motor cycles
stabbed her while she was going
to Kalabagan.

The injured woman, mother
of a journalist, Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury, was rushed to a
city hospital and underwent an
operation there, said family
members.

Dhanmondi police said, a
case was filed but none was ar-
rested till late last night.

BNP condemns
attack on Jamaat
rally in Rajshahi

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has con-
demned the attack on a Jamaat
rally in Rajshahi and de-
manded release of those ar-
rested in a "conspiratorial” case
in this connection, reports
UNB.

In a statement yesterday, he

said the government was
snatching the people's demo-
cratic rights by unleashing at-

tack on political programmes
in a "fascist” style.

Bhuiyan strongly protested
the filing of "conspiratorial”
cases following the attack on a
Jamaat meetin% recently. "The
attack is part of the autocratic
activities of the government.”

The BNP leader called upon
the government to refrain from
making such attacks on politi-
cal meetings and processions.

Meanwhile, BNP Publicity
Secretary Fazlur Rahman Patal
MP in a separate statement ex-
pressed deep concern at the
death of a youth, Nuruzzaman
Sharif, in police custody.

Terming the incident as vio-
lation of human rights, he said
people are losing confidence in
the law enforcing agencies as a
result of such incidents.

3 hacked to
death in

Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, June 17: Two
old women and a teenaged boy
were hacked to death by uniden-
tified assailants in a house in
Sadar thana on Monday night,
police said, reports UNB.

The victims were identified
as Kalpana Rani Bhat-
tacharaya, 65, her neighbour
Kalidasi Halder, 60, and Ujjal.
13, a domestic help, of Panch-
dona village.

Villagers said only the three
was in the house at night as
Kalpana's only son, Kajol, was
in Chittagong.

They died on the spot as
some miscreants chop them
with sharp weapons sometime
in the night.

In the morning, some neigh-
bours called them from outside
the house, but getting no re-
sponse, they entered into the
house and found three bodies
lying on the floor,
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KV Comilla-Chittagong trans-
mission line which is needed to
connect the Chittagong sub-sys-
tem to the main load centres.

Unfortunately, work on the
230 KV transmission line has
not progressed in tandem with
the setting up of Raozan plant
and will not be able to transmit
its power before November
1998, the report mentioned.

The study also found some
faults in two power plants at
Raozan and said that under the
prevailing circumstances one of
the 210 unit should have
been constructed in the Sid-
dhirgan_ifﬁshuganj/ Ghorasal
power plants or any other suit-
able place located near the
main load centres,

The report said that one of
the major defects of the 210 MW
Raozan power plant was that it
could not be l;'e-stalitreid imngr;
diately after being trip
Stﬂpp:gd due to a fault in the
system or otherwise. It takes
a ut 72 hour to cool down and
restart the power plant once it

ough there hai::-1 lﬁm peri-
hedding € coun-

o the power plant had seidom
been operated at its full capac-

ity of 210 MW.
i Inadequate supply is at

present one o the major con-

straints for the uninterrupted

generation of electricity in the

coun .
'I‘ht:ydepletiun in the produc-

tion of gas from the Bakhrabad
and Feni gasfields and the ab-
normal delay in construction of
the Ashuganj-Bakhrabad gas
pipeline are the principal rea-
sons for the shortfall of gas
supplied to the Chittagong sub-
system.

A survey jointly conducted
by Chinese team and PDB offi-
cials identified five major dis-
advantages in the original
Raozan Power Project proposal.

The decision to construct a
210 MW power plant at Raozan
appears to be neither techni-
cally sound nor economically

beneficial, the CPD report
noted.
Written test for

pry school teachers

now on June 27

The date for written test for
the posts of assistant teacher of
overnment primary school
as been changed due to un-
avoidable reasons, reports
UNB.

Examinations will now he
held on June 27 instead of June
20, said a PID handout yester-
day. However, timetable and
other conditions will remain

u .

Admit card will not be issued
again, and candidates have
been requested to be present at

their respective centres men-
tioned earlier.
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By Nazmul Ashraf

Both the Treasury and Op-
position bench members in the
Jativa Sangsad yesterday wel-
comed the announcement by

Housing and Public Works Min-
ister Mohammad Nasim that
housing plots will be allotted
for the MPs irrespective of their
party affiliations.

As Shamsul Haq of Awami
League asked if the government
had any plans to allot housing
plots among the MPs, a smiling
minister said, "l was awaiting
this question.”

All the MPs who apglicd for
plots at the Nikunja housing
project will be confirmed by
July 31 next, he said. "Besides,
MPs will get preference for plots
at the Yusuiganj housing pro-
ject", Nasim added amid ap-
plause from both the benches.

The House also cheered the
minister who spoke about the
politicians' sacrifice for the na-
tion and criticised the industri-
alists and bureaucrats.

BNP MP Ziaul Haq Zia rose
to demand change in the crite-
ria of getting such plots to en-
able those who reside in a house
owned by their spouses. Al-
though the minister did not ac-
t::-,:‘pt a's demand instantly, he
advised the Opposition member
to try for a plot in Yusufganj.

* * 0w

Referring to repeated at-
tempts to %:t the floor by rais-
ing hands by the MPs, AL law-
maker Mohammad Selim told
the Chair, "Due to my practice
of continuously raising my
hand to get the floor in the
House, my hand is erected even
when | am asleep at home."

Back benchers like Selim,
who are found raising their
hands to get the floor. cheered
the Treasury Bench member.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid, while correcting him-
self, told Selim, "Your question
number will be 128 instead of
228 as | mentioned. One hun-
dred will be deducted.”

"Please. don't deduct any-
thing from my life”, Selim
pleaded.

* Kk K i

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain Manju advised
Abdul Mannan Talukdar of
BNP to meet him at his office
for the answer of a question the
latter raised.

Communicating the minis-
ter's reply to Talukdar, a smil-
ing Deputy Speaker remarked,
"Honourable minister has in-
vited you to his office. There, he
will not only give you the an-
swer but also offer you tea."

Terrorist held
from Sayedabad
bus terminal

Police yesterday arrested a
terrorist along with a fm'eign-
made revolver from Sayedabad
bus terminal in the city, reports
UNB.

Police said Dipu, widely
known as phensidyle lord, had
been wanted in eight cases filed
with Motijheel, Sabujbagh.
Demra and Sutrapur thanas.

Dipu fired on a mobile police
team as they chased him while
collecting tolls from Sayedabad
bus terminal at about 6:45 in
the morning.

The police team, however,
caught him red handed along
with a Spain-made revolver
loaded with four bullet. Dipu
was an associate of terrorist
Nazim of Sayedabad area.

One held with
counterfeit
currency notes

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, June 17: BDR
arrested one smuggler with 12
counterfeit 500 currency
notes in his possession at the
Satani customs corridor today.
Sources said, the smuggler
— Atiar Rahman — of village
Kushkhali was carrying the
forged currency notes to
Bangladesh from India. A case
has been lodged with Satkhira
thana. He has be=en sent to Jail
Hajat.

Bill placed
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The bill proposed rigorous
imprisonment extending to two
years or fine of upto Tk one
lakh ot both for cheating pengle
through malpractices in the
name of medical treatment and
for publishing exaggerated ad-
vertisements.

The objective of the bill is to
Fmt:ﬂt public health by pub-
ishing the names of those
cheating people in the name of
medical treatment through ob-
scene advertisements.

Earlier, MK Anwar of BNP
op d the introduction of the
bi]i saying it was incomplete.
He, however, said his party
would support the bill if it was
brought with further amend-
ments.

The health minister re-
quested Anwar to withdraw his
objection since there would be
scope for both sides in the
House to discuss the bill once it

was ;

¢ minister also said sug-
gestions by the Opposition
could be accommodated before

| passing the bill.

From Page 1

Talking to The Daily
jfﬂﬂttrdi‘;{_
Sabina

Star
Nuruzzaman's wife
?Shﬂpi said that she
took food for her husband at
about 3 pm. "l saw him almost
nude when | met my husband in
custody. He could not even talk
to me as he was loo very
pale and weak," Shilpi said. Nu-

-:-

ruzzaman's
her there, she added.
amily members of Nuruz-
zaman claimed that marks of
injury were found in his shoul-
der, back and some other parts
of the body. They added that
Tejgaon thana police did not
even allow him to contact them
after he was arrested on Friday.
According to them, Nuruz-
zaman's wile first got the in-
formation about his arrest
from one of their relatives Sun-
day night. Biman office in-
formed the relative that Nuruz-
zaman was in police cust !
Mother of a 10-year-old !
Shilpi demanded proper inves-
tigation into the incident. She
added that they would seek help
of some human rights organisa-
tions in this regard.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh

JMB will be open
for traffic ahead

of schedule
The Jamuna Bridge will be
¢ ahead

npcn for vehicular tr
of stipulated time on August
1998, Communications Minis-
ter Anwar Hossain said yester-

day, reports UNB.

He told the Jatiya Sangsad
during the question-hour ses-
sion that the bridge will be open
for traffic along with rail track.

The minister said the F‘v—
ernment is examining the fea-
sibility of constructing meter

and broad gauge rail tracks in
the bridge. '

Hundreds flock
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check-point.

Many of the onlookers
walked down the railway tracks
to get as close to the fire as pos-
sible. Some used their umbrel-
las as a shield against the in-
tense heat.

The guards and officials at
the check-point seemed unable
to stop the human tide. They
could only ask people to stop
smoking because a lit cigarette
might ignite any lingering gas
pockets., -

People came from near and
far. One man drove his truck
from Svlhet this morning to see

the fire while Waled and his
friends arrived on the night

train from Dhaka,

The eager crowd combined
with heavy machines brought
in to build fire walls created
traffic jams on the narrow for-
est road.

While the flames appeared to
inspire awe in some, local

le were not so eager to take a
ook. "I didn't go near it," said
Abdul Malek of Radhanagar. "1
am so scared.”

Brawl averted

From Page 1]
the sides.

Soon after Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid adjourned the
House for the Magreb prayer,
Mashiur Rahman of BNP and
Sharif Khashruzzaman of AL
were seen shouting at each
other. Shouts and counter-
shouts between the two law-
makers drew several others in
each side when Mashiur was
seen rushing towards Abdul
Latif Mirza in the Treasury
bench, creating noise.

At one stage, several angry
MPs in either side were at-
tempting to come ‘to blows but
their senior colleagues stopped
them.,

Before the Magreb break,
Mashiur Rahman was seeking
the floor on a personal explana-
tion. But he was denied.

Later some BNP lawmakers
told newsmen that Mashiur
wanted to reply to Sharif
Khashruzzaman who made
sornie personal attacks the pre-
vious day.

Some AL MPs however al-
leged that Mashiur had hurled

abusive words at Khashruzza-
Mmar.

Equipment
From Page 1

absence of oxygen. Then special
chemical is sprayed so that
fresh fire cannot ignite from

" the heat, the officials noted.

Once the fire dies down the
trapped gas comes out automat-
icgﬁy. If the quantity of trap
gas is too smell it is allo to
come out on its own. But if the

uantity of gas is enormous
then the well is killed and
sealed with special cement, they
added.

Asked about the possible
cause of the fire experts ob-
served that gas is inflammable
compressed air which needs
only a spark to catch fire.

That is why all the lighti
system and cable used in an
around the rig has to be fire re-
sistant.

About the height of the
flame, the experts rved that
in the initial stage of the
blowout gas was coming out in
high pressure from five holes
around the dnlun&rig,

The height of the flame in-
creased as oxygen was avall-
able. As the gas was burnt out
and pressures decreased the
flames also reduced.

Death of Nuruzzaman

Society for Enforcement of

Human Rights, a non-govern-
ment sation. started an

in tEEnmtumem-
Pn:iu ;
said t submit-
mdlprdm-ymgm
on the incident to the authori-
ties ﬂmm . But
they any ﬁ:ulgl-y"
by the policemen in
the case which can be the reason
behind the death.

The of Nuruzzaman

was han over to his flnﬂ?r
after autopsy at the Dhaka -

ical Coll Hospital yesterday.

His n -e-janaza was held at

a mosque at El t Road in
the afternoon. m buried at
the Banani cfravmrd. family
T Meanwhile, UNB

an e, ot a
DMP clarification l;l:l :lnght
said Nuruzzaman Sharif of
cardiac failure, not from police
torture.

Magistrate Afzalur Rahman
who prepared the ‘surathal’
report also said no mark of
wounds was found in the body
of Nuruzzaman Sharif, said the
DMP explanation.

KR Narayan

From Page 1
group in the national parlia-
ment. The presidential elec-
tions are due next month.

The soft-spoken Narayanan,
75, who his career as an
English lecturer before switch-
ing to journalism, joined the
res ed Indian furdgl service
in 1333 before taking to politics
in . .

He will be the first member
of the so-called Hindu "un-
touchable" community to hold
the post of the president, India's
head of state and commander-
in-chief of the country's armed
forces.
knThc “ugEuchabchw

OWT1 as ts or "op i
were once widely despised by
Hindu u(Ppcr castes and os-
tracised due to their low stand-
ing in the caster-ridden Hindu
society.

Riyadh to fund

From Page 1
back.

B he said, the Saudi au-
thorities had assured him of
showing sympathetic attitude
:Swards angladeshi nation-

S,

While exchanging
international issues, they
mainly focused on the present
Middle East situation and ex-
pressed concern over the sjow
process towards establishing a
peace in the region, the FM said.

The two ministers also took
up the activities of the Al-Quds
Committee of which
Bangladesh is a member. The
committee, formed in 1981 in
the Taif OIC summit, is respon-
sible for working out a strategy
to liberate the [sraeli occupied
Arab territories.

Referring to the discussion
on activities of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC)
with his Saudi counterpart,
Azad said, "Our common stand
is the welfare of the Muslim
Ummah."

"But, the newly born eco-
nomic bloc (D-8) comprising
eight Muslim countries, is in no
way a parallel to the OIC."” the

Foreign Minister told a ques-
tioner.

Local experts

From Page |
river were situated in high pres-
sure geographic zone and
Occidental began drilling, it
was well aware of this fact.

"If they (Occidental’s opera-
tors and government's repre-
sentatives) were careful, they
must have had received indica-
tions of entering in the high
pressure zone of the well. That
would have helped them to stop
proceeding with drilling and
avert the explosion,” he noted.

He alleged that both Occiden-
tal and the Joint Review Com-
mittee (JRC) consisting of rep-
resentatives from the govern-
ment and Occidental had lo
been violating the rules an
procedures of operation under
the Production Sharing Cnn-

tract (PSC).

views of

The Petrobangla con-
tradicted his view saying that
in order to take any precau-

tionary measure, the flame
must be stopped first.

"As a precautionary mea-
sure, they (Occidental) can drill
a relief well in the same site.
But to do that one must control
the fire — otherwise it will be
impossible to implement any
plan there,” he noted.

"If the fire is stopped, it is
true that huge amount of
harmful methane gas will es-
cape into the atmosphere. But
as this gas would spread into
the open atmosphere, there is
hardly any chance of a health
hazard,” the Petrobangla expert
added. »

He observed that there would
continue to be some leakages in
the affected area which could be
easily taken care of.

"It is a common disaster in
gas exploration around the
world. There is modern tech-
nology to combat such disas-
ter,” he said.

"In future, when Lhe [ire will
be controlled, this well cannot
be used. But it is possible to ex-

the same reservoir by
drilling another well nearby,
the Petrobangla expert pointed
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