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(Top) Scorched trees along the railway track near the site of the burning gas well.
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(Bottom) Authorities, awaiting arrival of foreign experts, have arranged all types of equip-
—Star photo by Sheikh Enamul Huq

ment to fight the inferno.

Eskander granted bail
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Case No-21 dated June 4. 1997

under Sections 148/149/353/
332/333/379 and 34 of the
Penal Code against the petitio-
ner and 20 others.

It was alleged in the FIR that
on June 4 while two DGFI per-
sonnels were on duty in the
Kawran Bazar area, 3/4 persons
in a planned way shouted,
"Catch the Hijackers".

"Even after identifying our-
selves as DGFI personnel show-
ing the wireless sets, they pulled
down Sepai Elias from the mo-
torcycle holding his collars.”
the informant alleged in the
FIR.

It was further alleged. "As
soon as two traffic constables
advanced to help us Major (Rtd)
Sayeed Eskander along with
20/22 other people attacked us
and saying 'son of a swine' he
began 1o beat us.”

It was also alleged that Say-
eed Eskander earlier obstructed
other DGFI personnel from per-
forming their duty in the
Baridhara area.

Senior Advocate Khandker
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed and
Barrister Maudud Ahmed as-
sisted by Barrister Mahbubud-
din Khokon moved for the peti-

Budget discussion
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ture, he said, is a result of
pragmatic policy, and the
labour and initiatives of the
present government which
dared to give subsidy to the sec-
tor despite opposition from dif-
ferent quarters.

Ali Ashraf said the past gov-
ernment disbursed Tk 3000
crore just in two months as in-
dustrial credit that led to a lig-
uidity crisis in the banks. The
borrowers could not be traced
later, he alleged.

Dr Rustam Ali Farazi of
Jatiya Party criticised the ad-
ditional expenditures by differ-
ent ministries and said it is a
pity that the parliament has no
authority to vote out any extra

nditure.

Taking part in the discus-
sion, Agriculture Minister Be-
gum Matia Chowdhury said de-
spite inheﬁ{ing a “corrupt”
economy, the GDP growth rate
of 5.7 per cent, 0.2 per cent
higher than the target, could be
achieved following restoration
of discipline in the financial
sector by the present govern-
mert.

She fpninted out various
lapses of the past BNP govern-

ment in the power sector, in
fertiliser and industrial sector,
and gave statistics in support of
her contention.

The Agriculture Minister
said des'ﬂge budgetary alloca-
tion of 6000 crore in the
power sector, the required
quantum of electricity was not
produced. He said the present
government took urgent steps to
commission the AB gas pipeline
and brought normalcy in the
power sector,

She claimed that foreign di-
rect investment and remittance
have increased following the
correct policy of the present
government.

Former BNP minister Kabir
Hossain criticised the govern-
ment for failing to fully utilise
the development funds in the
education, rural development,
planning and fisheries sectors.

tioner, while former Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali, Barrister
Nazmul Huda. Advocate
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan were
present in the court-room.

Attorney General K S Nabi
along with Additional Attorney
General Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan
opposed the bail petition.

It was submitted in the peti-
tion that the petitioner was nei-
ther involved with the alleged
offence nor he had anything to
do with any DGFI personnel.

"The FIR has been instituted -

out of political vendetta just be-
cause the petitioner happens to
be the brother of the former
Prime Minister and present
Leader of Opposition and
Chairperson of a large political
party,” the petition submitted.
Sayeed Eskander alluded the
police in entering in the court

premises by riding on a motor
cycle with a helmet, sun-glass
and carrying a mobile phone.

Indian soldier
runs amok
inside camp,
kills 6 officers

SRINAGAR, June 16: An In-
dian soldier ran amok inside
an army camp in Jammu-
Kashmir today turning his au-
tomatic weapon on his com-
rades and killing a colonel, a
calptain and four other junior
officers, a military spokesman
said, reports AP,

The soldier, who was not
identified, was overpowered by
others in Shopian, 50 kilome-
ters south of Srinagar, and ar-
rested, said Maj. Pramod
Puroshottam, the spokesman.

The soldier was being inter-
rogated, Maj. Puroshottam
said. "It is a bit premature to
comment. The investigation is
going on.”

Sayeedi
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tioner and the respondent.

The Appellate Division re-
fused the leave petition saying,
a returnable rule had been is-
sued by the High Court division
in the same matter. Hence, the

int raised before the Appel-
ate Division can also be argued
before the High Court.

On June 5, a High Court di-
vision bench stayed the opera-
tion of the judgement of the
election tribunal of Pirojpur-1
constituency declaring the elec-
tion of Jamaat MP Maulana
Delwar Hossain Sayeedi in the
June 12 1996 election as illegal
and void.

Man dies
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ous ailments. "The post mortem
report, however, would reveal
everything,” Das said.

e BSEHR strongly de-
manded of the government to
probe into the death of Nuruz-
zaman through a judicial en-
quiry committee and also to
suspend the police officials
concerned in the interest of
neutral investigation.

A BSEHR press release said
the organisation has decided to
conduct an investigation into
the killing of Nuruzzaman
Sharif.

Flames steady
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The fire has also damaged
some area of the tea garden
which is adjacent to the disas-
ter site.

Police, BDR and fire brigade
personnel have cordoned oft the
disaster area. Heavy motor ve-
hicles and cranes of the Roads
and Highways Department have
been deployed in the area. Train
communication between Sree-
mongol and Sylhet has been
suspended.

nergy Minister Noor Uddin
Khan visited the spot and in-
structed concerned officials to
take allout measures to control
the fire.

According to experts, the ex-
plosion took place due to un-
controllable high pressure in-
side the well. Occidental had
reached a dePth of 850 metres
when the explosion took place.

Occidental had started dril-
ling in Magurchhara on June 2
under a Production Sharing
Contract (PSC] signed on Janu-
ary 11, 1995,

2 more accomplices
of Sweden Aslam

arrested
By Staftf Correspondent

Two associates of Sweden
Aslam were arrested from
Garpara village of Manikganj
district early Sunday.

According to a DMP press
release, Mohammad Shahin
and Kabir Hossain Chowdhury
were arrested following inter-
rogation of Sweden Aslam.

The press release said, the
two are wanted in connection
with robberies committed in
Pallabi area of the city.

Child traffickers
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tle lifters. Four others, how-
ever, managed to escape in an-
other scooter.

A section of the local people
said the scooter riders were
child-lifters while another

oup suspected them as cattle
ifters.

As soon as the news of nab-
bing child-lifters along with a
woman spread in the area, hun-
dreds of people rushed to the
spot and beat up them merci-

lesgilg,

e worman, Khurshida alias
Nargis, and an unidentified
man died following the mass
beating while Selim and an-
other man suffered serious in-
uries. The angry mob also set

e to the scooters.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and recovered
the dead bodies and the injured.

The injured were admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) in critical
conditions. The bodies were

also sent to the DMCH morgue
for autopsy.

Injured Selim identified the
dead woman and said her hus-
band Khorshed managed to es-
cape. He told police that they
were the residents of Jatrabari
area in the capital and went to
Gazipur for a visit, not to lift
child or cattleheads.

A case was filed with Joyde-
tLrl_]pur lice in connection with
e killings.

The Daily Star

Four killed in road
accidents

Four persons were killed and
two injured in road accidents in
Tangail, Nilphamari and Syl-
het yesterday and day before,
reports UNB.

An audit officer of Ghatail
Cantonment was killed and two

ople were injured when a bus

it a motorcycle and a rick-
shaw van at Ghatail on Tangail-
Mymensingh road yesterday.

Police said Abdul Gafur, 55,
the audit officer, died on the
spot when a Mymensingh-
bound bus knocked down his
motorcycle at about 10 am.

Two rickshaw passengers —
Khorshed Alam and Nayeb Ali
— were injured as the same bus
hit them in front of Ghatail
Thana Health Complex.

Khorshed Alam was admit-
ted to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital while Nayeb
Ali to a local hospital.

Police seized the bus, but the
driver fled the scene.

A young woman was killed
when a gaasc er bus ran over
her at Poura Market area in
Nilphamari town on Monday,
police said.

Piyara, 35, and her two chil-
dren fell from their rickshaw
when a Chilhati bound bus
from Rangpur knocked the
three wheeler at 5 pm. She was
then run over by the running
bus and died on the spot.

However, her children es-
caped unhurt.

Local people caught the
driver and handed him over to
the police. A case was filed with
Sadar police in this connection.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylhet says: The head as-
sistant of the district police of-
fice here, Syed Serajul Islam,

7 alleged
terrorists
held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Seven alleged terrorists were
arrested from Sabujbagh and
Demra thana areas of the city
Sunday.

According to a DMP press re-
lease, five terrorists were
nabbed during a drive by a spe-
cial police team at Aatish Di-
pankar Road under Sabujbagh
thana Sunday night. They were
identified as Enayet, Shanto,
Kabun Khan, Mahfuzur Rah-
man and Md Nazrul Islam. A
revolver loaded with a bullet
was also recovered from their
possession. They are wanted in
connection with several crimi-
nal cases.

Meanwhile, two terrorists
identified as Jahangir and
Faruk were arrested from East
Jurain area by the Demra thana
police. A 303 Sawed-off rifle
was also recovered.

State Minister
Nurul Islam, 11
others get bail

JAMALPUR, June 16: A
court here today %ranted bail to
State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Nurul Islam in
a case filed by a fertiliser trader
during BNP rule in 1994, re-
ports UNB.

Court sources said Maulana
Islam and 11 others were sued
by the trader, Abdus Sattar, for
their alleged involvement in
instigating a clash over fer-
tiliser distribution in the town.

Alter assuming power,
Awami League government de-
cided that all cases of political
nature instituted during the
previous regime would be with-
drawn after review by the Home
Ministry.

But the process of review was
taking time and warrant had
been issued recently against the
12 accused, including the state
minister.

The state minister along
with other accused appeared in
person before the Jamalpur
First Class Magistrate court at
11 am today. Magistrate An-
warul Hakim gave them bail.

Body of schoolboy
found in Meherpur

" MEHERPUR, June 16: Police
recovered the body of a school-
boy from a jute field at a village
in Sadar thana of the district
today, reports UNB.

Morshed Ali, a student of
class VII, was found dead at the
field, some 500 yards off his
residence at Dafarpur. The vic-
tim's throat was twisted with
rope and several marks of burn
injury were seen in his body.

45, and his son were killed in a
road accident on the Sylhet-
Tamabil road on Sunday.

They were on their way to
Sylhet town on a motorbike

- from Jafflong. The bike was hit

by a speedy truck from behind

at about 5 pm Sunday.
They hailed from village
Murarbong Dargabari of Chu-

narughat thana under Habiganj
district.

Jt meet of AL
Dhaka dist,city

units June 19
By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of Awami
League's Dhaka district and city
units and those of 10 adjoining
districts and their front units
will be held on June 19, said a

release.
The mee . to be held at the
AL central office at 11 am, will

discuss matters relating to the
party's planned rally in the city
on June 23. The rally will be
held to celebrate the Awami
e's one year in office.
Meanwhile, Abdul Hamid,
Naogaon district unitJdeader of
JSD (Rob), joined AL yesterday.
AL presidium member Abdul
Jalilpand other party leaders
were present on the occasion.

Noor Uddin
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Sunday after gas blew out due to
high pressure after drilling 840
metre. Gas would have been ex-
tracted after drilling 3,000 me-

tre, he said.
He said rail communication

between Srimongal and Sylhet
and road communication be-
tween Srimongal and Kamol-
ganj have been suspended for
safety. The people of the %g
field area have nothing to
panicky and the local adminis-
tration has advised them not to
be scared. he said.

UNB adds: Energy Minister
Noor Uddin Khan told journal-
ists that equipment and an ex-
pert from Singapore arrived
yesterday while more experts
and a team from Houston along
with fire extinguisher equip-
ment and chemicals are ex-
pected to fly into Dhaka by to-
day to combat the blaze.

The experts coming from
USA and Singapore will techni-
cally handle it to contain the
fire by using chemicals, Noor
Uddin Khan said.

Talking to newsmen at his
arliament office the Energy
inister said there was no

scope for further damage and
the extent of damage was lim-
ited to a rig, few other drilling
equipment and the investment
made by the Occidental for the
drilling.

Khan said the fire would not
affect the reserve of the field, es-
timated at about half a trillion
cubic feet, as it is still far below.

The blowout took place when
the Occidental rig dug in 840
metres. The well is at least at
3,500 to 4000-metre depth.

He said except for the delays
in the process, the loss would
borne by the company, which
has already called experts from
Houston, USA, and Singapore
to extinguish the fire.

During exploration of gas all
responsibilities lie with the
drilling company with whom
Production Sharing Contract
(PSC) has been signed.

However, the minister could
not say how long the experts
Frnuld take to put out the raging

1TE.

[ead-free fuel
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diesel vehicles, Sajeda said. She
informed the House that the de-
cisions were taken in the sec-
ond meeting of the National
Environment Committee.

BSS adds: Replying to an-
other question, Sajeda Choud-
hury said the government had
undertaken measures to protect
the Sundarbans mangrove for-
est and its flora and fauna.

"Two projects titled 'Opera-
tional Efficiency Developing
Project’ and 'Wild Life Preser-
vation and Development Pro-
ject’ were undertaken to protect
sundari, garan, gewa, and gol-
pata trees in the forest and its
wild life," she said.

Three sanctuaries totaling
1,39,699 hectres have already
been created for the preserva-
tion of wild life in the Sundar-
bans. "A process is going on to
include these three sanctuaries
in the world heritage list," the
minister said.

r

Three-nation summit
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we're ready to expand the field
of cooperation as per necessity.
The D-8 summit had ini-
tially identified six fields of co-
operation among its members —
trade and commerce, human re-
sources, telecommunications
and information flow, finance
and banking, agriculture and
industry — Hasina said, adding,
"We'll also explore more fields
of cooperation.” -
When asked why the presi-
dents of Egypt and Nigeria did
not attend the summit, she said
thlg mltﬁht have been preoccu-
ﬁ with emergency business at
ome and hastened to add all
the eight member-countries
were represented in the summit.
About the osion in a gas
well in Moulvibazar, Hasina
sald she was informed of the

‘accident while in Istanbul.

In this regard, she said ex-
erts from Singapore were
ght (to investigate causes of
the accident).

Earlier, the Prime Minister
ve a brief statement on Sun-
ay's D-8 summit and her bilat-
eral talks with all the heads of
government or state and repre-
sentatives of the member-

countries.

She said President Suley-
man Demiral of Turkey had
invited her and she had ac-
cepted the invitation. Referring
to her meeting with Turkish
Prime Minister Necmettin Er-
bakan, Hasina said, "We ex-
pressed firm determination to
open new doors for cooperation
among the members of D-8. I of-
fered all scope for investment
in B adesh by any member-
state with 100 per cent foreign
ownership or with joint ven-
ture.”

During her meeting with
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Mohammad, Hasina
said, he showed interest in set-
tin%.lug industries in Bangla-
desh. "I also informed him of
the opportunities of forei
investment in the country,” she
said adding the Malaysian
premier also accepted her
invitation to visit Dhaka.

About her speech at the
summit, Hasina said she cited
Bangladesh's success in poverty
alleviation through micro-
credit m ement and high-
lighted the favourable atmo-
sphere in the country for for-

eign investments.

—
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budget proposal
on income tax
return

The National Board of Rev-
enue yesterday said that accord-
ing to the provisions in the pro-
posed budget, persons residing
in the metropolitan and munic-

ipal areas and having one or
more of the items — Pucca

house, motor car or telephone —
would be required to submit in-
come tax return, reports BSS.

Referring to newspaper re-
ports , the NBR clarified that
the proposal did not say that
they would have to pay income
tax on compulsory basis.

If an owner of the above
mentioned items has an annual
income over Taka 60,000, only
then he will have to pay income
tax according to the existing
rates, the clarification said.

In this case, the tax payers
could also take advantage of
self assessment of income tax,
it said.

13 policemen hurt
in clash with EPZ

workers at Savar
By Staff Correspondent

Thirteen policemen were
injured in a clash with the
workers of the Export Process-
ing Zone (EPZ) at Savar, accord-
ing to Savar thana police.

The clash between the two
sides started after police re-
sorted to baton charge to dis-
perse the angry workers who
were staying a demonstration
at about 10:30 in the morning.

Police fired tear gas shells to
hrill‘lg the situation under con-
trol.

Two workers, Kausar and
Gias were arrested.

JS Snippets
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lack of relief and rehabilitation
measures for the affected. In
reply, State Minister for Relief
and Disaster Management
Talukdar Abdul Khaleque is-
sued a lengthier statement re-
futing Choudhury's allegations.

As the Opposition MPs
started shouting at the state
minister, asking him to stop,
the Deputy Speaker com-
mented, "It's tit for tat.”

Talukdar had to sit without
completing his several-page
statement amid shouting from
the BNP la“:makers.

L] L

Mashiur Rahman of BNP
said industrial production
could not be increased during
the last one year through cha-
pabazi

Reacting to this, Awami
League MP Snarif Khashruzza-
man said, "Who else could be a
better chapabaz than Mashiur
who did his matriculation in
the sixties and passed BA after
becoming MP?"

Referring to another BNP
legislator, Akhtaruzzaman,
Khairuzzaman remarked, "the
Opposition member gave VIP
treatment to cows by carrying
those from Australia in a
plane.”

_Akhtaruzzaman imported
cows during the rule of BNP that
offered free air transport for
dairy farm cows.

UNDP report
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lower class needed to regain its
ride before poverty could be ef-
ectively reduced.

Proi. Ahmed stressed the
need for a "pro-poor" budget and
suggested effective policies be
introduced to combat poverty in
the Fifth Five Year Plan.

Constable said poverty was
not just about lack of money, it
was also about the denial of
choices. He said poor people
could not control the direction
of their own lives.

The UNDP official said the
alleviation of poverty was inex-
tricably linked with peace, jus-
tice and development. "We
should try to find out exactly
who it is that holds the poor
people back,"” he said.

Education specialist Dr.
Farash Uddin said number of

oor living below the poverty
ine has increased over the last
30 years. Quoting official ﬁF-
ures, he said 30 million people
were living below poverty line
in the 1960s which rose to 50
million in 1972 and exceeded 65
million in the mid "90s.

UNB adds: The UNDP report
said South Asia has the most
people affected by human
poverty and it has the largest
number of 510 million people
in income poverty.

However, Bangladesh ranks
14th among the 45 low human
development countries in
UNDP's human development
index. Bangladesh's position in
HDI 144th among the 175 coun-
tries of the world.

Excepting Sri Lanka, all
other South Asian countries
have fallen in the low human-
development category of the re-

rt. India is 8th, Pakistan 9th,
epal 24th and Bhutan 25th.

Sri Lanka has been placed in
the medium human develop-
ment countries category. Its po-

sition is 27th among the 65
countries of medium category.
The HDI measures a coun-

tl?fs achievements in terms of
life expectancy, educational at-
tainment and adjusted real in-
come.

tree plantation
drive today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will formally inaugu-
rate the three-month long na-
tional tree plantation drive by
plantinﬁa sapling at the Os-
mani cEﬂrlangauditurium
premises here ay, r ris
BSS. do S

The Prime Minister will

distribute prizes among the
winners of the "Prime Minis-

ter's National Award for tree
plantation” for the years 1994
and 1995.

Minister for Forest and En-
vironment Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury will remain present
as the special guest.

The national tree plantation
drive started from Pahela
Ashar on Sunday.

The Ministry of Forest and
Environment will organise a
rally today to create mass
awareness about tree planta-
tion.

The rally, scheduled to begin
at 8:15 am from the Shishu
Academy premises, will be led
by Syeda &'eda Chowdhury.

Besides this. a tree fair is be-
ing organised at different dis-
trict headquarters to create
mass awareness about the tree
plantation.

NASA scientist
beaten to death

PALO ALTO, California,
June 16: Three men beat a
NASA computer scientist to
death as he took an evening
stroll, baffling police in a
community that has few mur-
ders, reports AP.

Herbert Kay was attacked in
downtown Palo Alto near his
home in what police believe was
a random attack.

The attack, which happened
Thursday, was the first homi-
cide this year in the well-to-do
city 27 miles southeast of San
Francisco.

“It's very unusual,” police De-
tective Jim Coffman said Sun-
day. "Things like this do not oc-
cur in Palo Alto. It's generally a
safe city.”

There were two homicides
last year: in both cases the vic-
tims knew their assailants.

Kay, 38, moved to California
in April with his wife and 2-
year-old twin daughters. He was
working at the N Ames Re-
search Centre to develop space
vehicles capable of monitorin
their own conditions, sai
Benjamin Kuipers, Kay's disser-
tation adviser in college.

District PP
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accused and in the case file it is
recorded that the accused is ab-
sconding.

But in the same court of the
District and Sessions Judge,
Barisal that very Public Prose-
cutor is conducting a Session
Case filed by Anisur Rahman,
an Awami League leader,
against the writ petitioner and
others in which the Public
Prosecutor himself is a witness.

Senior Advocate Habibul Is-
lam Bhuiyan assisted by Advo-
cate Shishir Kanti Majumder
and S M Rezaul Karim moved
the writ petition.

NBR clarifies PM to inaugurate 45 hrs allocated

for budget
" ..
By Staff Correspondent

The maximum time — 75
hours 58 minutes — was allo-
cated for budget discussion in
the Fifth Jatiya Sangsad during
its session in 1993, according to
Jatiya SOUTCES.

A total of 45 hours have been
allocated for discussion on the
proposed budget for 1997-98,
said a source in the Business
Advisory Committee that met
on June 10.

Officials concerned said that
54 hours and 48 minutes were
spent for budget discussion in
the Fifth JS in 1991. Of this, 21
hours were spent for discussion
on revised budget, finance bill
and other related bills and 30
hours for that on the ;

In 1992 and 1993, 67 hours
43 minutes aru:lwm‘l';':”ﬁr hours 58
minutes res were t
for budget discussion. Of ﬂﬁ
tal time in these two years, 11
hours and 25 hours res
were allocated for revised bud-
gets' financial bills and other
related bills while 56 hours and
50 hours 58 minutes respec-
Erely for general discussion on

£ :

The time spent for this in
1994 and 1995 was not imme-
diately available. °

For the budget discussion in
the Seventh JS in 1996, 56
hours 28 minutes were spent. Of
this, 10 hours 28 minutes were
allocated for revised budget, fi-
nancial bills and other related
bills and 46 hours for general
discussion on the budget.

GSP facility
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ment stop this practice im-
mediately after it had been
brought to notice of the gov-
ernment.

Tofael asked the leaders of
the Exporters’ Associations to
submit a concrete opinion
about the cancellation of GSP
certificates in the wake of latest
reaction.

Imposition of import duty
on various items in the pro-

osed national budget and its
uture impact on the flourish-
ment of local industries also
P e n wmﬂm by
€ m was a

industries secre M Akhtar
Ali, Commerce Secretary Syed
Alamgir Farrouk, BGMEA Pres-
ident Mostafa Golam Quddus,
BTMA president M Shahjahan
and BEMEA President Monju-
rul Huq. Other executives of the
three associations were present
in the meeting.

Fertiliser
From Page 1
uery, the minister informed
'lzlhe House that so far

Bangladesh Rice Research Insti-
tute (BRRI) had developed 31
strains of high-yielding paddy.
She added that those strains
were being cultivated in 52 per
cent of total arable land and
produced 70 per cent of gross
rice output.

BRRI is now giving thrust on
evolving 'short-duration crop’
so that natural calamities like
floods caused lesser damage.
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