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Troops hunt for 18 missing commandos

Tigers ambush army patrol,

kill 14 troops in E Lanka

COLOMBO, June 16: Tamil
Tiger separatists said today
that they ambushed a military
patrol in Sri Lanka's eastern
Ampara district and killed 14
troops, reports Reuter.

1&::- clandestine Voice of
Tigers radio, manitored in the
northern government-held
town of Vavuniya, said the pa-
trol was ambushed on Sunday.

Military officials in the east
earlier said the patrol, which
included special commandos,

lice and homeguards, had

n ambushed, and at least 14
people were missing.

A Defence Ministry state-
ment said today that one police
constable and a homeguard
' were wounded in the ambush.

“A group of 18 Special Task
Force %mmmandusl and police
personnel are reported to be out
of radio contact at present”, the
statement said. The search op-
eration was continuing in the
area, it added.

Meanwhile, police and resi-
dent Sin Vavuniya, some 220
kms north of the capital
Colombo, said 26 people,
mostly civilians, were wounded
when a bomb attached to a bi-
cycle exploded in the town cen-
tre this morning.

They said one civilian had
died and nine others were in se-
rious condition at the Vavuniya
Hospital. One police constable

and two officers were among
those wounded in the blast.
Schools and shops in the
town closed after the attack and
security forces launched a
search for rebel infiltrators,

they said.
Residents earlier said the
army had fired artillery

overnight at areas north of the
town, which had mml:f under
hea attack by Liberation
“Eg;; of Tamil gﬂ:tam (LTTE)
re

Is last week.
They said security in the
town had been ste up after
last week's attack, and rein-

forcements had been called in
to guard Vavuniya's army camp,
puﬁ;e stations and other key
economic and government in-
stallations.

The Sri Lankan military
launched a major uffgnsivf_?
called operation Jaya Sikuru
(Sure of Victory) against the
LTTE through the brush jungles
of the northern Wanni region
last month. It is aimed at
opening a key highway linking
\};emniya to Jaffna Peninsula,
100 kms further north.

The LTTE struck back in a
daring attack on milit posi-
tions last week at Thandikulam
and Nochchimoddai, immedi-
ate north of Vavuniya.

The Defence Ministry said
that troops manning forward
defences near Periyamadu,

north of Vavuniya had been at-
tacked by a group of rebels using
small arms today. One soldier

was wounded in the attack, it
said.

It said troops controlling
northern areas ahead ol Vavu-
niya were otherwise consolidat-
ing and flushing out the re-
maining rebels still believed to
be hiding near Vavuniya.

AP adds: Helicopters
dropped paratroopers in the
Jungﬁ-s of eastern Sri Lanka
Monday to look for 18 police
commandos who disappeared
while on a mission to hunt for
Tamil Tiger guerillas. the mili-
tary said.

The Special Task Force
commandos lost radio control
several hours after they left
Thampitiya police base in Bat-
ticaloa district on Sunday af-
ternoon, said military officials,
who asked not to be identified
by name.

It was not clear if the com
mandos had been ambushed by
the rebels or their radio had
stopped working, the officials
said.

Although fighting in the 14-
year-old civil war has shifted to
the north in the last two years,
hundreds of rebels still organ-
ise attacks from the eastern
jungles, ambushing patrols and
raiding small police and army
bases in the area.
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Queen of the Year International Pageant 1997 in Ku::ﬂl_a
Lumpur Monday. At left is first-runner-up Syvertsen Silje
Seaug of Norway and right is second-runner-up Precious

Valencia of the Philippines.

— AFP/UNB photo
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World community urged to
break ‘silence’ over Tamils

Ashok Easwaran writes from Chicago

A survivor of the Jewish
holocaust during World War-II
has appealed to the world com-
munity "To break its silence”
over the atrocities committed
on innocent Tamil men, women
and children in Sri Lanka.

Ema Gans, president of the
Holocaust Foundation of Illi-
nois, compared the sufferings of
Sri Lankan Tamils with those
of victims of the holocaust.

Lighting two Tamil tradi-
tional lamps, Gans inaugurated
a public meeting in a Chicago
s.-u%urh on the theme : "Plight of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka - a
silent tragedy.” Several schol-
ars, human rights advocates
and representatives of non-gov-

ernmental agencies partici-
pated in the meeting.
Wasantha Raja, former

chairman of the Sri Lanka
State Television and former
head of the Sinhalese service of
the BBC, laid part of the blame
for the Tamil-Sinhalese strife
at what he called the invalidity

- of the 1972 and 1978 constitu-

tions. He claimed most Sin-
halese had a "Sinhala-Buddhist
syche," which made them "be-
Eeve that the island belongs
only to the Sinhala Buddhist.”
Prof Peter Schalk of the
University of Uppsala, Sweden,
said that Sinhala Buddhist
fundamentalism did not
recognise the human and polit-

ical rights of others. "The
Tamils had been wrongfully
denied recognition as a people
with a right to self determina-
tion. The Sinhalese can only
think of a unitary state under
one umbrella.” he said
Prof Schalk claimed the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) was not averse to peace
talks and none of the talks col-
lapsed because of the intransi-
gence of the rebels. The Swedish
government's offer in 1995 to
mediate was accepted immedi-
ately by the LTTE but turned
down by the Sri Lankan govt
According to Prof Schalk,
who is a scholar in Tamil, sev-
eral Buddhist organisations
have altered the vows monks
take to stress on "Omne state
based on Sinhala language
only, one religion — Buddhism
— and one country for the Sin-
halese alone. This corrupts the
Buddhist ideals and brings
ominous human rights impli-
cations to the non-Sinhalese."
Katie Hope of the US Com-
mittee for Refugees (USCR), who
co-authored the USCR report ti-
tled "Conflict and displacement
in Sri Lanka,” spoke about the
"terrible conditions" of refugee
camps in 5ri Lanka and India.
She said that the strife had
left more than 50,000 Tamils
dead, over 1.2 million uprooted
from their homes and 900,000

“intermally displaced.” Many
refugees had suffered multiple
displacements and this had a
traumatic effect on the psy-
chology and education of their
children.

"Questioning of refugees in
India revealed that they had
gone because of fear for their se-
curity, lack of food, and that
they were not forced to flee by
the LTTE. as claimed the Sri
Lankan government.” she said.

A resolution passed at the
meeting urged world govern-
ments and the world commu-
nity to “proactively engage and
pressurise” the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment to stop the "Indiscrim-
inate bombing and strafing of
Tamil areas, arrests, torture,
rape and killing of innocent
Tamil civilians, lift the em-
bargo on food. medicine and
other necessities of life to
Tamil areas, allow journalists -
both local and foreign - to visit
the Tamil areas, withdraw the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
and solve the national problem
politically rather than pursue a
military solution.”

The meeting was organised
by the Midwest Tamizh
Sangam, the International
Tamil Language Foundation,
Federation of Tamil Sangams
of North America and the World
Tamil Organisation.

— India Abroad News Service
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Kashmiri rebels kill 3 Hindus:

Suspected Muslim rebels stopped a passenger bus on a remote
highway in the northern state of Jammu-Kashmir, dragged
three Hindu passengers out and shot and killed them, police
said Monday, AP reports from Jammu.

The victims of Sunday night's shooting were school teachers
travelling to join work in Gool Gulabargh village in Udhampur
district. 30 kilometres (19 miles) northeast of Jammu, the
state's winter capital, where they had boarded. They were
dragged out of the bus just five kilometres (3 mniles) short of
their destination, police said.

Palestinians hurl stones at troops: pozens

of Palestinians threw stones at Israeli soldiers Monday in a
third day of clashes sparked by the %rnlunged deadlock in
Mideast peace talks, AP reports from Hebron.

Israeli soldiers responded with rubber bullets. Israel has
accused the Palestinian Authority of organising the riots to
force Israel to stop building a housing project in disputed
Jerusalem and anding Jewish settlements in the West Bank.
The Palestinians have said they will not resume peace talks,
suspended in mid-March, until the construction stops.

Father commits suicide in India:

Benoy Mandal, who killed his four minor daughters at
Kabirajpara village in Malda district on Friday., committed
suicide Sundag, the superintendent of police (Malda), RD
Mukherjee, said late Sunday night, PTI reports from Malda.

His body was found hanging from a tree near his house in the
afternioon Sunday. Mukherjee added. Mandal, a widower,
poiséried his ‘daughters,” dged between 10 and four, when they
asked for food in a fit of pique and hanged the bodies with rope
before escaping.

Volcanic clouds kill 3 in Indonesia: ot

clouds and lava spewed from Mount Karangetang on an island
off the eastern coast of Indonesia, killing three people who were
overwhelmed by the scorching smoke, the official Antara news
agency said Monday, AP r:é)orts from Jakarta.

Nearly 400 villagers fled their homes, the report said. Two
were killed last week while the third died over the weekend. A
fourth person was hospitalised for burns, it said. The volcano
on the island of Sangir Talaud, north Sulawesi, has been active
since mid-April. Freddy Manahampi, a village chief, said six
people in a nearby village were killed by hot clouds from the
1,784-metre (5,958-foot) volcano in 1992.

5 killed in Manila road mishap:

passenger bus and a tourist bus collided on a highwa%r noith of
Manila, killing five people and injuring more than 20, police
said Monday, AP reports from Manila.

Police said the passenger bus, carrying about 50 people to
Manila, swerved to avoid a car emerging from a toll gate and
collided with the tourist bus in Pampanga province Sunday.
They said seven of the injured were seriously hurt. The

assenger bus driver, a mechanic and three passengers were

illed.
4 in Philippines: amed

Gunmen kidna

men killed a government engineer and seized four of his
companions, including a Japanese businessman, at a southern
Philippine beach resort, police said Monday, reports AP.

Police said they suspect either bandits or Muslim guerillas
from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, which controls many
areas of the Saranjani province, where the attack took place.
Police said the group was staying Sunday afternoon at a resort
in Taluya village when six armed men arrived on a motor boat
and tried to rob them.

2 Israeli soldiers hurt in Lebanon:
Hezbollah guerillas ambushed an Israeli patrol with a roadside
bomb in southern Lebanon Sunday night, wounding two
soldiers, security officials said, AP reports from Marjayoun,
Lebanon.

They said the remote-controlled bomb was detonated as the
armored Israeli patrol drove in the village of Beit Yahoun inside
an Israeli-held border enclave in south Lebanon. Beit Yahoun is

about 10 kilometres (six miles) from the Lebanese-Israeli
border.

Fire in oil tanker kills 1 in Japan: afie
broke out yesterday in an oil tanker anchored in Yorkohama
rt, south of Tokyo killing one of the seven crew members on
'Egird, the Martime Safety Agency said, AFP reports from
okyo.
e fire occurred around 1.00 am (1600 GMT Sunday) on the
695 tonne Okishiomaru, and was put out in some four hours..
Natsuo Fukui, a 23-year-old cook, died of serious burns, but the
six others were rescued without injury, an agency official said.

26 held after
rioting 1n
Indonesia

JAKARTA, June 16: Police
have made 26 arrests after riot-
ing on the island of Madura, an
official said Monday, reports
AP.

Lt. Col. Sofwat Hadi, spokes-
man of the East Java police,
said mobs burned a church, a
Buddhist temple, a cinema,
three shops and several govern-
ment vehicles in the Madura
town of Bangkalan, 650 kilo-
metres (406 miles) east of
Jakarta on Saturday.

"A police officer was knifed
by a rioter while trying to pro-
tect an official from the riot-
ers,” he told the Associated
Press by phone.

Witnesses said the mobs
rampaged through the town un-
til they were finall
by the police at midnight. They
said the situation has returned
to normal with shops opened
and traffic back on the streets.

Maskhadov orders
Chechen commander
-~ ~todisband his

private army

GROZNY, Russia, June 16.
Chechnya's president ordered
one of the separatist republic's
most notorious guerilla com-
manders Sunday to disband his
private army, a news agency re-
ported, reports AP.

Salman Raduyev, who
claimed responsibility for a se-
ries of railway bombings this
spring, agreed to comply with
the order. the Interfax news

ency reported, citing uniden-
titied Chechen leaders.

Under the decree signed by
President Aslan Maskhadov,
Raduyev will be able to retain a

rsonal guard. But the rest of
Eies forces will join either the
republic’'s national guard, or the
ceremonial presidential guard.

dispersed

Pol Pot will be captured or
killed in 2 days: Ranariddh

PHNOM PENH., June 16: No- first Prime Minister Prince

torious Khmer Rouge leader Pol
Pot could be captured or killed
within two days by armed ri-
vals who have him surrounded,
one of Cambodia's two premiers
said Monday, reports AP.

Speculation has been
mounting over the fate of Pol
Pot, who led the ruthless Khmer
Rouge regime between 1975 and
1979 that caused the deaths of
as many as 2 million Cambodi-
ans.

Government officials say
Pol Pot, 69, is being defended by
200 loyalists. Some 1,000 fight-
ers have turned against him af-
ter he ordered the execution of
Son Sen, his one-time defence
minister.

"1 hope to take Pol Pot, alive
or not, | do not know, because
the military situation is very
tense, by today or the next day,"

Norodom Ranariddh told re-
porters at a rural school inau-
guration.

Gen. Nhek Bunchh?jy. deputy
army chief of staff, said that the

uerillas opposed to Pol Pot
Eave defected to the govern-
ment. He is t%rlng to send am-
munition to them, a move op-
posed by Second Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen, the other premier,
who wants the rebels to destroy
each other.

Ranariddh claimed that Ta
Mok, the ablest and most brutal
Khmer Rouge general, "has dis-
appeared.” Various reports have
placed him at the head of the
anti-Pol Pot rebels or as a
hostage of Pol Pot.

Ranariddh said that senior
Khmer Rouge leaders Khieu
Samphan and Nuon Chea were
Pol Pot's captives.

[slamic militia ready to talk with Malik

Masood's forces pound Taliban
positions at Pul-i-Matak

ISLAMABAD, June 16 : Op-
position forces launched a new
attack against the purist Is-
lamic Taliban militia north of
Kabul today, a Pakistan-based
news agency reported, says
Reuter.

The Afghan Islamic Press
(AIP) said guerillas loyal to
formmer government Comiman-
der Ahmad Shah Masood had
used artillery to pound Taliban
positions at Pul-i-Matak. be-
tween the towns of Charikar
and Jabal-Os-Siraj on the main
highway to the north.

At least four fighters form
both sides were killed in the
fighting, which was still going
an, AIP said.

Masood has been battling

Colombian rebels set free
70 captive soldiers

CARTAGENA DEL CHAIRA,
Colombia, June i6 : Colombia's
main rebel group attempted to
grab respect and maximise a
military victory by releasing 70
captive soldiers in front of re-
porters, international ob-
servers and thousands of
townspeople, reports AP.

As part of the release deal.
President Ernesto Samper
agreed to temporarily demili-
tarise a 5,000-square-mile
(13,000-square-kilometre} jun-
gle zone, including this remote
southern town on the Caguan
River.

For Sunday's carefully or-
chestrated handover — a rebel
publicity coup — the men ar-
rived aboard Russian-made MI-
17 helicopters provided by the
government. They were accom-

panied by their captors and Red
Cross workers.

Waiting relatives tearfully
embraced the freed soldiers,
some mothers shrieking and
wailing. One soldier, Nelson
Nunez, grabbed his mother by
the shoulder.

"Listen mother! Nothing
happened to me, everything's
fine," he assured her.

Said another soldier : "It
went well because 1 came out
alive ."

The Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, or FARC —
Latin America’s oldest active
rebel group — captured 60 of the
soldiers on August 30 when in-
surgents overran a remote mili-
tary outpost in nearby Las Deli-
cias.
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Bourget Sunday. Some 240 planes are featured at the

d Dash 8 plane is pulled through the crowd at the Paris Show in Le
show which 300,000 people are

expected to visit before it closes June 22.

AFP/UNB photo

Crackdown on
Turkish rebels
ends : 58 killed

ANKARA, June 16: A Turk-
ish military crackdown in the
south eastern Bigol area ended
Sunday with a total of 58 Kur-
dish rebels killed in reprisal for
deadly attacks on soldiers, the
Turkish army said, reports
AFP.

The army operation began
Wednesday after the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) sepa-
ratists killed five Turkish sol-
diers in the region, the army
said, quoted by Anatolia news
agency.

Earlier Sunday, Anatolia
reported that PKK rebels had
launched a rocket attack on a
train in the region, killing two
Turkish soldiers, woundin
four others and cutting rai
traffic and cormmunications.

The agency said security
forces had been deployed to find
the "terrorists.” E

Charles' comments
anger edn

officials in UK

LONDON, June 16: Britain's
Prince Charles caused outrage
on Sunday when he criticised
the country's "failed” education
system and said his charity had
to bail out students who were
victims of trendy teaching
methods, reports Reuter.

In a BBC television interview
to mark the 21st birthday of his
Prince's Trust Charity, the heir-
to-throne who is no stranger to
controversy spoke about the
discipline needed to succeed in
life and which seemed to be
lacking in education.

"1 believe that education
needs to rediscover those im-
ortant features which have
Been abandoned in the last 30
or 40 years out of a fashionable
approach,” he told interviewer
David Frost.

the Taliban in the Jabal-Os-
Siraj area since he broke out of
his Panjasher Valley more than
two weeks ago to trap a Taliban
force that had crossed the
Hindu Kush range into the
north via the Salang Pass.

Opposition forces drove that
force out of Pul-i-Khumri, the
Taliban's last stronghold in the
north, last Wednesday.

The Taliban have suffered a
series of military setbacks at
the hands of opposition forces
in the past few weeks.

Witnesses said the militia
had been using night flight to
send the bodies of killed fight-

ers forrm Kabul to the eastern
town of Jalalabad to be retumed
to their families.

LAS PALMAS, Spain: Su-
ermodel Naomi Campbell

as been released from a@

Canary Island hospital after
undergoing treatment for
several hours, says AP.

There were conflicting re- [/

ports on why she was hospi-
talised Sunday. The Spanish
news agency EFE said that the
model was suffering from an
overdose of barbiturates, but a
Campbell spokesman said she
was treated for an allergic
reaction to antibiotics.

"She wishes to make il
clear that there is absolutely
no foundation whatsoever to
the story that she had taken
an overdose," said Campbell's

spokesman in London, Jonathan Goldstein.

An Our Lady of the Pines Hospital spokeswoman, who spoke
ity, said earlier Sunday that Campbell
was in stable condition and undergoing treatment for a drug

on condition of anonym

overdose.

EFE said Campbell left the hospital and travelled b
car to the airport where she was to board a flight to an

undisclosed destination.

The 27-year-old model was taken to a hospital emergency
room early Sunday after a heated late-night argument wit
boyfriend, Spanish flamenco dancer Joaquin Cortes, EFE

reported.

Landing in the wrong place

CASTAIC. California: A paraglider looking to get into the
record books instead landed in prison, repo ‘
Thomas Truax lost altitude and aborted his attempt Friday
to break a 200 kilometre (125-mile) distance record for the non-
motorised, parachute-like glider. He touched down safely on a
prison field only to find himself surrounded by 15 deputies who

feared a jail break.

"It makes a good story: 'Pilot lands in jail or whatever'," said

Truax, 42, of Carpenteria.

Truax had been heading to t

What h'appenedy

he Mojave Desert, but after four

They said at least 20 bodies
had been flown to Jalalabad on
Saturday and Sunday.

Another report from Mazar-
i-Sharif says, the Taliban Is-
lamic movement and
Afghanistan's main northern
opposition leader both said on
Sunday they wanted to hold
talks but t%e Taliban's pre-
condition for the release of

risoners appeared a stumbling
lock.

Taliban spokesman Wakil
Ahmed said by telephone from
the southern town of Kandahar
that his fundamentalist Is-
lamic militia was prepared for
peace talks with northern op-
position leader General Abdul
Malik.

o

private

her

rts AP.

hours began losing altitude and tried to find an updraft west of
the Pitches Detentiunfr{:enter and a t:s.hr::-umig range for the Los
les County Sheriff's Department.

ﬁn%e: cial w}éapnns teamrirailed him in patrol cars until he
finally landed in a prison field. After chﬁ:kjn%lnut his story, the
deputies helped Truax move his glider to the car of a friend
monitoring him. ‘

"I didn't realise the jail was there. I thought it was a business
centre.” Truax said. "Once they found out it was a mistake we
shook hands and parted.”

US shying away from backing cutbacks in greenhouse gases

UNITED NATIONS, June 16:
Just a week before a UN "Earth
Summit,” the Clinton adminis-
tration is shying away from
backing any specific target for
cutba in carbon dioxide and
other gases to combat global
warming, reports AP.

Under mounting pressure
from US industry, Washington
is keeping its ne%utlattng op-
tions open in the lead-up to a
critical conference in Japan
this December, when govern-
ments are to commit, by treaty,
to rn‘l‘llng back "greenhouse

American business, worried
that stifling emissions will
mean stifling the economy, is
mobilising big names and
money in a campaign focused
on the Kyoto conference.

"It may be the most impor-
tant economic decision of this
century and the next as well,"
130 industrialists, including
the chief executives of Exxon,
General Motors and General
Electric, declared in a costly ad

spread over three pages — stan-
dard rate dirs 394,000 — of last
Monday's Wall Street Journal.

They called for more debate
on the treaty's environmental
benefits and economic conse-
quences, and urged the White
House "Not to rush to policy
commitments.”

Commitments are what en-
vironmentalists have sought
from President Bill Clinton and
other leaders who will address
next week's UN General Assem-
bly special session. |

The “"green” campaigners
want governments to close the
negotiating gap and add detail
now to the develnpin% treaty,
the Climate Change Conven-
tion. But they sound resigned to
more difficult months ahead.

"Climate change is going to
be our number one priority in
New York," said Greenpeace's
Clif Curtis. "Despite that, we
think thwﬂs will remain at
loggerheads over it.”

e June 23-27 UN extrava-
ganza, dubbed "Earth Summit

Plus 5," will review progress
since the Earth Summit in Rio
de Janeiro in 1992, when gov-
ernments agreed to pursue
"sustainable development"” —
global economic growth tied to
environmental protection.

Japan's Ryutaro Hashimoto,
Russia's Boris Yeltsin, Cuba's
Fidel Castro and Britain's new
prime minister, Tony Blair, are
scheduled to be among 70 world
leaders joining the five-day
speech marathon.

The session's lengthy final
document is meant to st the
"Rio spirit." But text negotiators
still disagree over glob
ing, forest protection, foreign
aid and other issues.

“We hit the peak in '92, and

since then we have been coming

down from that peak,” said the
General Assembly president,
Razali Ismail of Malaysia, who
will preside over the summit.
"Now we are talking about
specifics rather than the over-
icture.
?hﬁ specifics of global

waritili-

warming may dominate the
session.

* After Rio, 166 governments
ratified a "framework" treaty
on climate change in which de-
veloped nations pledged to cut
greenhouse-gas emissions —
carbon dioxide from automo-
biles, for example — to 1990

levels by 2000.

Earth Summit +?5_

But few countries are meet-
ing that non-binding goal, and
in 1995 governments decided to
negotiate more demanding,
legally binding reductions.

In that same year, 2,500 sci-
entists, under UN auspices,
concluded that "the balance of
evidence suggests," man is
changing the climate by addin
to an atmnaphe::z:h blﬁ;{{ﬂ 0
gases trapping Earth's | I

If nothing is done, the scien-
tists said, average temperatures
worldwide might rise as much
as 6 degrees Fahrenheit (about

3.3 degrees Celsius) by 2100.

The impact would be varied
and unpredictable, but a key ef-
fect would be on the oceans,
likely to rise 20 inches (50 cen-
timeters) by 2100 because of
heat expansion and melted
glaciers. Encroaching seas
might displace 80 million peo-
ple from coastlines and islands.

Island nations have taken
the toughest stance in negotia-
tions, proposing that the sum-
mit document endorse a treat
that would cut carbon dioxide
emissions by industrial na-
tions to 20 per cent below 1990
levels, with a 2005 deadline.

The European Union pro-

ses a 15 per cent cutback be-
ow 1990 levels of three green-
house gases — carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide — by
2010.

A US proposal calls for
legally hincﬂn goals — but of-
fers no specifics — and "maxi-
mum flexibility." Washington
is exploring ideas for allowing
trading of emissions quotas:

One nation could finance emis-

sion cutbacks in another and

get credited for it.
Environmentalists com-

plain that such added complexi-
ties would delay a treaty beyond
December.

The US go-slow approach
seems to have allies in Japan
and oil-producing nations
whose economies would suffer
from fossil-fuel cutbacks. But
some governments sound in-
creasingly impatient,

"If the UK can set tough, de-
manding targets domestically
to achieve carbon dioxide cut-
backs... then why can't other
countries take the lead?” David
Prior, of Britain's Environment
Ministry, said of the US posi-
tion.

Britain's new Labour Party
government has set a target of
reducing national carbon diox-
ide emissions by 20 per cent be-
low 1990 levels by 2010.

Britain's Blair may raise
that point this week in Denver,

Spain marks evolution from
dictatorship to democracy

Franco's rightist dictatorship,
when opposition leaders were
frequently arrested and jailed

MADRID, June 16: Cham-
pagne flowed and politicians
exchanged fond memories on
Sunday as Spain celebrated the
20th anniversary of its first
free elections after nearly 40
years of military dictatorship,
reports Reuter. _

Prime Minister Jose Maria
Aznar laughed and joked with

past and present politicians
and clapped along to songs in a
Congress jubilee to mark

Spain's dramatic evolution
from dictatorship to full-
fledged democracy in just two
decades.

“The great historic achieve-
ment of transition exists as a

int of reference so that we do
not forget and we never again
commit the errors that have
been committed during our
history.” Aznar said.

Little more than 20 years
ago, Spain was still stifled by
the grip of general Francisco

and the press was monitored
and controlled.

But after Franco's death in
December 1975, his successor
King Juan Carlos opted for free
elections and Spain soon found
itself steaming down the road to
democracy, eagerly shaking off
its isolated Iberian past.

Since then, Spain has
thrown open its doors to the
outside world and staked a
place among the first tier of Eu-
ropean nations, political ana-
lysts say. r

A far cry from Francos
strict autocracy, Spain has be-
come one of Europe's most de-
centralised countries and
boasts an enviable economy ea-

er to claim a spot among the
Fnundcrl of a European single

currency in 1999.



