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Colombian rebels ready|| 8

to free govt troops

CARTAGENA DEL CHAIRA,
Colombia, June 15: They wear
army and police uniforms with
machetes on the hips and ask
travellers for IDs at road and
river checkpoints. Some
women rebels, rifles slung over
their shoulders, sport earrings
and painted fingernails, reports
AP.

The leftist guerillas of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, the country's largest
rebel group, are the only law in
a huge chunk of demilitarised
southern jungle as they prepare
to free 70 government soldiers
on Sunday.

For Colombia's military, the
release will close perhaps the
most humiliating chapter in a
low-level war that is already
more than three decades old
and shows no sign of ending
SOOor.

The soldiers pulled out of
their base in Cartagena de
Chaira last month to meet a
rebel demand for the captives
freedom. Within hours, vil-
lagers were stripping their hill-
top base of wooden planks. Cat-
tle's took to grazing on the land-
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Chirac opens Paris Air Show: rrencn

esident Jacques Chirac inaugurated the 42nd Paris Air Show
E:-'l Saturday ?vith a warning tg the United States that France
t to remain a big-time player in the world’s warplane
market, AFP reports {rom Paris. _
No doubt thinking of the controversial merger of the Boing
and McDonnell Douglas Chirac signalled that he
fighter l]ets and attack helicopters as jewels in the

ing spot for army helicopters.

For guerillas yearning to be
political players, the carefully
orchestrates release is a public-
ity stunt to win legitimacy lon
ago taint by fading ideology an
involvement in extortion and
kidnapping.

The rebels seek neither dia-
logue nor demobilisation, wrote
columnist Enrique Santor
Calderon in the Bogota newspa-
per El Tiempo: "they're simply
sayinf,: Here, we're returning
your little soldiers so you can
take stock of the deed — and the
war continues.”

White streamers fluttered
from lampposts and "Peace T-
shirts were on sale in this river-
side town in Caqueta state.

Russian-made government
helicopters festooned with In-
ternational Red Cross banners
ferried some of the soldiers to
an undisclosed location near
Cartagena del Chaira on Satur-
day in preparation for Sunday’s
hand over.

Half a dozen European am-
bassadors, as well as delegates
from Costa Rica and
Guatemala, are expected to at-

power that must conserve its capacity to

roduce combat aircraft, Chirac declared as he inspected an ex-

| Cohen meets

Secretary

William Cohen met Saudi
urday and told reporters Washington was "hopeful but sceptical”
that Iran would given up its support of international terrorism

ibition stand set up by Dassault Aviation. accompanied by
French Army officers in Smart Kepis.
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abia's King Fahd on Sat-

following a recent election, Reuter says from Jeddah.
I But he also said in an interview on his plane en route to Jed-
dah that the United States would not soften its hardline policy
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PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
June 15: The Khmer Rouge ap-
ared to be on the verge of col-
pse, as rival factions of Cam-
bodia's brutal former rulers
prepared Sunday for armed
confrontation in the jungles of

Northern Cambodia, reports
AP.

Pol Pot, who presided over a
reign of terror in the late 1970s
which left 2 million Cambodi-
ans dead, is reported to be seri-
ously ill and has been cornered
by loyalists of Khmer Rouge
general Ta Mok.

One of Cambodia's prime
ministers said Saturday the
army should sit back while the
grnup that created one of the

Oth Century's bloodiest
regimes destroyed itself.

"We sit on the mountaintop

Another six passengers were l-ddnag
took place Friday near the town of Rojhan, 280 kilometres (175)
miles west of here, they said. The attack was linked to an old
feud between groups from the ethnic Baluch tribes of Bugti and

toward Iran unless there were signs it had changed its attitude
' toward the West and its opposition to the Middle

ast peace pro-

cess. The recent election of moderate cleric Mohammad
Khatami as Iran's President had raised hopes that Tehran
would soften its own tough policy towards the West.

3 d.ie mn China hOte1 fire: riree people were

killed in a hotel fire in northeastern China's Liaoning
province, it was reported yesterday, AFP says from Hong Kong.

Firemen found the burned corpses of two men and a woman
in the nightclub of the hotel in Benxi where the fire believed to
have started on Friday. the China-backed Wen Wei Po said. The
report did not give the cause of the fire, adding only that the ho-
tef}l(; serious damage.

Gunmen kill 6 tribesmen in E’nlixn}_geab A

group of armed men opened fire on a bus carryin
rival tribe, killing six pepple and injuring four in the Pakistani
province of Punjab, police said Saturday, AFP reports from

rsof a

ped in the incident with

Lava claims 3 in Indonesia: ciose t

400 people have been evacuated from the slope
Karangetang on the northern Indonesian island of Siau which
had been spewing lava and hot smoke and has killed three peo-
ple, a report said yesterday, AFP says from Jakarta.

At least 392 people from the dame village in the immediate
danger zone on the higher slopes of Mount Karangetang have
been evacuated to safer villages on the eastern side of the island,
the Antara news agency quoted a local administration official,

s of Mount

4 ]lld.ial'.ls :ki[l&i itl Bahl'ain.: Four Indi-

ans were killed in an arson attack on a carpet store in the
Bahraini capital Manama, according to media reports Satur-

News, L. V Paulose, 41, his wife
ar-old son Sandeep and his friend Ranjit
were killed in the blaze on June 13. Paulose's two daughters
were saved but a fifth person, a Philippines national, was seri-
ously injured in the fire, the paper said.

»
researchers in Sweden:
Some 80 peace researchers from around the world including
Dalai Lama, gathered in Stockholm on Saturday for a seminar
p on how to promote peace and prevent genocide, organisers said,

the

"We are talking about what solutions civilised countries
should have in case of situations which can trigger and explo-
sion in societies where there is a risk of genocide, as in
Rwanda." said Claes Cronstedt. ,

Cronstedt is the chairman of the Swedish chapter of the
Friends of Raoul Wallenberg, which organised the seminar.

e hits N Japan: »
preliminary
northeastern Japan on Sunday, the Meteorological Agency said,

magnitude of 5.1 hit

The quake occurred in Kushiro on the northernmost main
island of Hokkaido, the agency said. No damage or injuries

The focus of the quake was 100 kilometres below the south-
ern Kushiro area, the agency said.

Hezbollah men nab 3 UN soldiers:

Iranian-backed Hezbollah guerillas apprehended three UN Sol-
to Beirut and held them for eight

hours in the first such incident of its kind, a UN statement said

Two italian and one Irish soldier from the UN Interim Force
in South Lebanon (UNIFIL) were videoing a street decked with
colourful banners and flags in the Shi‘ite Muslim suburb of
Bourj Barajneh when they were approached by a
calling themselves Hezbollah security," the UNIFIL statement

oup of men

and watch the tiger and lion

t each other,” Second Prime
inister Hun Sen said. "Let
them be injured first so we can
capture them. Then we can con-
sider our options."

Sporadic fighting has al-
ready reportedly broken out be-
tween the two groups. Whatever
the outcome, the Maoist-in-
spired movement appears to be
finished.

First Prime Minister Prince
Norodom Ranariddh said that
the infighting, sparked by Pol
Pot's execution of his former de-
fence chief, Son Sen, for trying
to negotiate a large-scale defec-
tion to the government, sig-
nalled "the veritable end of the
Khmer Rouge.”

Gen. Nhek Bunchhay, deputy
army chief of staff, told a news

tend.

Rebels abducted 60 soldiers
in an August 30 attack on a
nearby army base. Another 10
marines wee seized in north-
wesl Colombia. Meeting a rebel
condition for their release, the
military has pulled out of a
5,200-square-mile (13,500-
square kilometres) area for a
month.

Some experts say the
gu:rilla group, known by its

panish initials FARC, also
wants to focus international at-
tention on human right abuses
by the Colombian Army.

"They know that interna-
tional participations can hold
back the military and facili-
tates (Peace) talks," said Alfredo
Molano, an academic who has
written books about rebels.

The guerillas are certainly
manoeuvering for political
clout, which they lack. But they
say the release of the soldiers
will not necessarily lead to
peace talks.

"They're two completely dif-
ferent things.,” FARC comman-
der Raul Rayes said in a tele-
phone interview.

World's airlines
need to improve

safety record to
avert mishap

LONDON, June 15 : The
world's airlines are expected to
suffer a serious accident a week
by 2010 unless they take effec-
tive action to improve their
safety record, according to a
leading aviation insurer, re-
ports Xinhua.

Chairman of the Lloyd's
Aviation Underwriters’ Asso-
ciation Richard Maylam was
quoted by the Financial Times
Newspaper as saying that al-
though airline safety had im-
proved over the past 25 years,
the rise in air travel meant
greater steps were needed to
prevent the accident rate rising
to unacceptable levels,

Maylam explained that the
figure of one crash a week was
based on the existing rate of se-

rious accidents registered
across the world.
“This clearly is totally unac-

ceptable, and due to the under-
standably high profile given by
the world press to major airline
losses, this could undoubtedly
cause a crisis ol confidence

among the traveling public,” he

" said.

’52 Indian troops
punished for HR
violations
in Kashmir’

JAMMU, India, June 15 :
More than 50 Indian troops
have been punished for human
rights wviolations in Indian
Kashmir over the past seven
cars, an army official said
iere on Saturday, reports AFP.

Lieutenant-General S Pad-
manabhan said 52 soldiers
were either court-martialled or
demoted but added that allega-
tions of rampant abuse in the
state, where a Muslim sepa-
ratist campaign has claimed
more than 20,000 lives since
1989, were frivolous.

Human Rights groups, Mus-
lim separatists and the media
accuse thousands of Indian sol-
diers and paramilitary forces
deploved in Kashmir of random
rapes, kidnappings, torture and
murder.

"Most of the allegations are
motivated to delame our
troops," he said adding that out
of 584 allegations of violations
only 22 had proved correct.

Polling begins
in PNG

PORT MORESBY, Papua New
Guinea, JUNE 15: Papua New
Guinea began the long process
of determining a new govern-
ment Saturday when voting be-
gan in the fifth general election
since receiving its independence
from Australia, reports AP.

Officials said there were
some protests and disruptions
near polling stations, but there
were no major problems as the
two-week-long voting began.

A result is not expected for
up to two weeks after the voting
ends on June 28. The new par-
liament is not scheduled to be
sworn in until July 15.

A record 2.6 million have

registered out of an estimated

3.4 million eligible voters in
the South Pacific country of 4.3
million. There are 2,370 candi-
dates seeking 109 seats,
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina confers with her Turkish counterpart Necmettin Erbakan
(L) after her arrival in Istanbul on Saturday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Kabul calm following
overnight bombing raid

CHARIKAR, Afghanistan,
June 15: Kabul was calm Satur-
day following an overnight
bombing raid an on
jet with no action reported from
the northern frontlines, reports
AFP.

Late Friday a jet swooped
low over Kabul to drop at least
one powerful bomb, which lo-
cals said exploded in or around
the airport on the northern city
limits.

There was no immediate of-
ficial report about casualties or
damage, but Kabul airport was
not closed to civilian traffic
Saturday.

The bomb-blast and staccato
anti-aircraft fire was a grim
reminder to the slumbering
capital that while the infantry
frontlines were some 80 kilo-
metres to the north. The ugly
face of war still peered over
Kabul.

This jet raid, the first over
Kabul in months, was um-
ably carried out by the anti-Tal-
iban alliance flying from a
northern Afghan base under the
control of ethnic Uzbek General
Abdul Malik.

Last May Malik mutinied in
support ol (he Taliban, but later
swilched sides again (o rejoin

with opposition commander
Ahmad £31h Masood, and the
Shi'ite Hezb-i-Wahdat faction
leader Kartmm Khalili.

No action was witnessed on
the frontlines around Jabul
Siraj, 77 kilometres (48 miles)
north of Kabul Saturday, where
the Taliban and Masood forces
now appear to have reached a
stalemate.

There was neither an ex-
change of artillery fire nor any
infantry activity on this front-
line midday, but this may have
been because of the raw sum-
mer's heat.

Taliban were seen on hilltop
posts the entrance to
the Ghorband Valley, which
further west at the strategic
Shibar Pass is under the con-
trol of Khalili's Hezb-i-Wahdat .

Just south of the mouth of
the Ghorband Valley, the
bazaar of Parwan provincial
capital Charikar. 65 kilometres
(40 miles) north of Kabul, was
shuttered and looked aban-
doned, although it was not en-
tirely void of civic activity.

The Taliban have warned lo-
cals to evacuate Charikar and
surrounding areas to avoid the

tential dangers of coming

attle.

Israeli SC rejects appeal

to indict Netanyahu

JERUSALEM, June 15: Is-
rael's Supreme Court Sunday
rejected an appeal to overrule
prosecutors and charge Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
with fraud in a government in-
fluence-peddling scandal, re-
ports AP.

The court rejected the peti-
tions by a 4-1 vote, ruling that
prosecutors' decision that there
was nol enough evidence to in-
dict Netanyahu was reasonable.

"Justice has come to light,"
Netanyahu spokesman Shali
Bazak told Army Radio. "This is
the end of this for us."

At issue is Netanyahu's ap-
pointment of a political ally as
atiorney-general in January.
Police suspect the man,
Jerusalem lawyer Roni Bar-On,
was appointed in exchange for
political support from Aryeh
Deri, leader of a key partner in
Netanyahu's ruling coalition,
who allegedly believed Bar-On
would act to end his corruption
Lrial.

Writing in the majority rul-

ing, Justice Eliazar Goldberg
said the original decision not to
indict the prime minister was
“in a gray area.”

But, he said, "The decision
was a reasonable one and we
cannot go against such deci-
sions.”

The lone dissenting judge,
Dalia Dorner, said the state at-
torney should have been or-
dered to show cause for his de-
cision not to indict the prime
minister.

Opposition legislator Yossi
Beiling, who brought one of the
petitions, hailed Dorner's rul-
ing as.a victory.

"It is a turning point,"” Beil-
ing said. "I believe it is the be-
ginning of the end of Ne-
tanyahu's term. [ don't think he
can continue morally against
such a backdrop."

Police had recommended in
April that four people be in-
dicted in the scandal — Ne-
tanyahu, Justice Minister
Tsahi Hanegbi, senior aide

Prison revolt
leaves 10 dead
m Pakistan

KARACHI, June 15: A
shootout late Saturday between
police and prisoners trying to
escape custody left nine in-
mates and a prison guard dead,
the authorities said, reports AP.

Policemen were transferring
19 inmates from one jail to an-
other in a southern district of
Pakistan's Punjab province late
Saturday night when half a
dozen gunmen opened fire on
their vehicle.

A prison guard was killed
and the prisoners escaped, the
authorities said.

A manhunt was launched
and within hours scores of po-
lice had surrounded the escaped
convicts in a rugged wooded re-
gion. Police opened fire killing
nine inmates and arresting the
others, they said.

The prisoners were being
transferred from Rahim Yar
Khan, roughly 500 kilometres
(300 miles) north of the south-
ern port city of Karachi, to
nearby Bawahalpur when the

Avigdor Lieberman and Deri. | attack occurred.

me l,nle .. t.ngh h sreet .. teamf:.turday to protest against

S

unemployment and exclusion in Europe. At the top of the parad!e was a gryup_nf some 500
people who had been marching for the last two months from different cities in Europe to

Amsterdam, where a two-day EU summit begins today.

— AFP UNB photo

Riots erupt in East Java

JAKARTA. June 15: Mobs
burned cars, shops and gov-
ernment buildings in riots that
erupted during government-or-
ganised celebrations for an en-
vironmental award on the East
Java island of Madura, a news-
ﬁ?}per reported Sunday, reports

Troops were sent and fired
shots, but no casualties or ar-
rests were reported in Saturday
night's violence in Bangkalan,
650 kilometres (406 miles) east
of Jakarta, the Suara Pem-
baruan said.

Officials could not be
reached Sunday for confirma-
tion.

During celebrations of the
city’'s award for cleanliness, the
stage was pulled down, causi
panic amun&lthc organisers an
spectators, the paper said.

It said East Java military
commander Maj Gen Imam
Utomo ordered the state-owned
electricity company to turn off
Eowcr for the city, hoping the

lackout would prevent the ri-
oting from spreading.

Bangkalan district head
Djakfar Safii told the paper
that the causes of the rioting

to.

Himalayas, reports AP.

ing a month to scale Lhotse, t

But the month-long

May. But he cou

mountain.

climbing season.

Hinkes returned to the Nﬂﬁ

were being investigated.

"It has nothing to do with the
elections,” Djakfar said.

The paper quoted unspeci-
fied sources as saying the riot-
ing was touched off by rumors
that the festival was held to cel-
ebrate the landslide victory of
the ruling party Golkar in the
MEE 29 general elections.

arlier this month, rioters
burned shops, houses and gov-
ernment buildings in nearby
Sampang, 50 kilometres (31
miles) southeast of Bangkalan,
in a protest claiming vote rig-
ging in tavour ol the ruling
party.

Djakfar said the situation
had returned to normal on
Sunday.

Last Friday. election
protests erupted in riﬂtjn% in
Jember, in East Java, 800
kilometres (500 miles) south-
east of Jakarta.

Ten of the rioters were in-
jured and 24 were arrested for
questioning, said Lt Col Sofwat
Hadi.

The protesters were urgin
the opposition Muslim-bas
United Development Party not
to accept the election results.
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in climbing
KATMANDU: High winds howling

plateau delayed British mountaineer Alan Hinkes and threat-
ened to scuttle his attempt to break the record for climbing the

in from the Tibetan

alese capital Saturday after tak-
e 8,51 1-meter (28,086-foot) peak
that is the world's fourth tallest.

Hinkes, 42, wants to be the first to climb six mountains
hi%her than 8,000 meters (26,400 feet) in one
only 14 such mountains in the world, and he
other eight in the past nine years.
delay at Lhotse was a serious setback to
his timetable. He had reached base camp at 5,350 meters (17,655
ft.} in April, in Plent}r of time to complete the climb by early

d not reach the summit until May 23.

'l had to wait in the base camp for so many days for the
weather to improve. It was a long and frustrating wait,” he told
The Associated Press after flying in by helicopter from the

ear. There are
as climbed all

He left Lhotse base camp May 27 by helicopter for Makalu,
but was stopped again by ferocious winds and blizzards batter-
ing the upper level and icing the slopes.

Hinkes said he had to tum back at 7,300 metres (24,090 feet)
so that he could leave by May 31, the last day of the spring

"l could have climbed Makalu if | had gone there earlier.” he

saicl.

Khatami's aides planning to
form lone political party

TEHRAN, June 15: A group
which played a key role in Mo-
hammad Khatami's landslide
presidential victory is plannin
to from Iran's only politica
party. a newspaper reported
Saturday, says ‘

The daily Akhbar said the
group will announce the forma-
tion of the party within two
months.

The newspaper report could
not be independently verified.

If the new party is created, it
would pose a serious challenge
to hard-liners locked in a power
struggle with their moderate ri-
vals inside the ruling Islamic
government.

The group, called the Ser-
vants of Construction, is an al-
liance of five presidential ad-
visers and Tehran's Mayor,
Gholamhossein Karbaschi.
They are close to the outgoing
president, Hashemi Rafsanjani,

who will step down in August
after two four-year terms.
~_An election campaign run by
the group was largely responsi-
ble for Khatami's victory in last
month's election. Khatami, a
moderate cleric and Rafsanjani
ally routed parliament Speaker
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri, who
was backed by the hard-line
clerical establishment.

The Farsi-language daily
said that as a party the group
would "Play a more serious role
in the country's political scene,”
and recruit members nation-

wide,
Political parties are banned

in Iran but hard-line, moderate
and conservative factions
within the government func-
tion like parties.
The paper said the group
is not expected to face
problems in obtaining officials
permission

Benazir denounces
kidnapping of
PPP leader

KARACHI, June 15 : Pak-
istani opposition leader Be-
nazir Bhutto on Saturday de-
nounced the kidnapping of a
politician in her Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party (PPP), reports
Reuter.

The PPP's deputy leader in
the Sindh provincial assembly,
Pir Mazharul Hatii was reported
kidnapped on Thursday while
he was driving towards the city
of Hyderabad north of Karachi.

"It's a political kidnap-
ping.... political terrorism,”
Banazir told reporters in
Karachi, the capital of Sindh
province,

"We suspect Chief Minister
Sindh, Liaquat Jatoi, was re-
sponsible for the incident," Be-
nazir said.

The Sindh provincial gov-
ernment has denied the charge,
saying police are investigating
the disappearance.

conference that Pol Pot and
some 200 troops were sur-
rounded near the border with
Thailand by about 1,000 former
comrades led by Ta Mok, a %cn-
eral legendary for brutality.
The border was sealed.

Nhek Bunchhay claimed Ta
Mok's faction had agreed to de-
fect to the government, com-
pleting a process that began last
year when some 10,000 war-
weary guerillas broke with Pol
Pot and laid down arms.

Nhek Bunchhay, a member
of Ranariddh's FUNCINPEC

y. said he wanted to send Ta

v ;_k ammuntiltiﬂn tnlfﬁemmt the

ection an titn ;

He expressed hope Pol m
be taken alive.

Second Prime Minister Hun
Sen, who leads the rival Cam-
bodian People's Party in the

coalition, said no
help should be given either
group. Instead, they should be
allowed to destroy each other.

- The di eement reflected
attempts by both parties to woo
support from previous Khmer
Rouge defectors, whose military
prowess could influence the
outcome of next year's elec-
tions.

The royalists, the weaker of
the coalition parties, have been
more willing to cut deals with
the historic Rouge lead-
ers and have taken the lead in
{la uat%w‘nlr:lth tf'ﬁn ntvt.h:ir

st stro in Anlong Veng,
northern Cambodia.

Nhek Bunchhay, disclosing
the process in detail for the first
time Saturday, said that a ten-
tative deal had been reached to

tense rulin

allow Pol Pot, Son Sen and Ta
Mok — the group's most blood-
stained leaders — to leave Cam-
bodia for exile in an unnamed
country.

On June 1, Nhek Bunchhay
said he led a delegation to An-
long Veng and met Khieu Sam-
phan, the ﬁnup's figurehead
president. ey were on the
verge of an agreement, but in
the end, Pol Pot along stood
against it and accu Khieu
Samphan of betrayal.

In the early hours of June 10,
Pol Pot called a meeting of the
top leadership, Nhek Bunchhay
said. Son Sen was a sive
and did not wish to take part.
He was shot to death in his

home shortly afterward, a]ugf
with his wile, on charges
treason.

Eight of their family mem-

Factional clashes leave Khmer Rouge on the verge of collapse

bers were also killed, some by
trucks that crushed their heads.
Nhek Bunchhay displayed pic-
tures of the slain clan on state
television.

Son Sen was responsible for
internal security during the
Khmer Rouge regime and ran
Tuol Sleng, a secondary school
converted into a prison where
an estimated 20,000 "enemies of
the state” were tortured before
being killed in a nearby field.

Ordinary Cambodians said
Somn Sen got what he deserved.

"Yes, it was cruel,” said Saing
Vitou, 34, a teacher who lost six
of eight family members during
Khmer Rouge rule. "But if you
talk about karma in Buddhism,
he deserved it. It was no worse

than what he himself did to the
Cambodian people.”

It was the second time Hinkes abandoned a Makalu expedi-
tion. Nine years ago his climb was cut short by an avalanche.
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A Cobra militiaman, faction of former Congo president De-
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nis Sassou-Nguesso, searches a Congolese girl Saturday in
northern Bazzaville, stronghold of the faction. Nearly
5,000 foreigners have been evacuated from Bazzaville over
the past week to escape fighting between Congolese
government and opposition militia forces.

— AFP/UNB photo




