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US p

resident says

India a model for those
building civil societies

Aziz Haniffa writes from Washington

US President Bill Clinton
has said India is a "model for
other nations and peoples”
seeking to build civil societies
and institutionalise democratic
values and shares with the
United States "a special re-
sponsibility for promoting

In a message to participants
gathered here to attend the an-
nual conference of the Indian-
American Friendship Council,
Clinton said the interaction
between the people of the US
and India was "a process that
has enriched us all and has
fortified the foundations on
which our democracise rest.”

Clinton's message, read out
at the conference by Democratic
Rep Gary Ackerman, noted that
"in recent years, the bonds we
share have developed an impor-
tant new dimension, as eco-
nomic reforms in India have

States seeks to further deepen
these and other ties in ways
that will advance the security
and prosperity of our nations
and l‘::lp us to keep faith with
the principles that guided the
founders of our democracies.”

The President recalled that
"over the course of the past 50
years, India has confronted
many challenges, but has
st true to its founding prin-
ciples.”

“In so doing,” he said, "India
has become a model for other
nations and peoples around the

lobe who are still striving to

uild civil societies, to institu-
tionalise democratic values of
free expression and religion
and to find strength in their di-
versity.”

Clinton declared that "as we
mark the 50th anniversary of
India's independence, we recog-
nise that our two nations also

pean Parliament,

enact an emergency action

to reconvene the Indian Board
for Wildlife under his chair-

with state chief ministers.

present in stre

erated unprecedented levels

share a special respunsibililj,r
of bilateral trade and invest-

for promoting peace.

ment.”

Clinton said, "the United — India Abroad News Service
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Mubarak returns from Libya:

tian President Hosni Mubarak gesterday returned home

ter winding up a two-day visit to Libya during which the two
countries signed a cooperation agreement on trade and
investment, hua reports from Cairo.

According to the agreement, signed in Tobruk, Libya, the two
countries will exert their utmost efforts to enhance bilateral
trade. The two sides will also set up under the agreement joint
investment adventures in the dornains of iron and steel indus-
try. petrochemicals, phosphates and cane sugar.

Gunmen kill 1 more in Karachi:

Unidentified snipers yesterday shot dead one person after three
overnight killings in the {roubled Pakistani port city of
Karachi, police said, AFP reports from Karachi.

A policeman and an activist of the Mohajir Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM) were among the three people killed in shootings by
hit-and-run assailants in different parts of the city late Friday,
they said. Since Monday 24 people have died here in renewed
violence amid tensions between MQM and its breakaway group,
MQOQM-Hagqgiai.
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Heavy rain kills 4 in Ghana: » dgayiong
rainstorm caused flooding that killed at least four people and
forced thousands to flee their homes, officials said Friday, AP
reports from Accra.

The rain, which began Thursday morning, finally let up
early Friday. Several bridges in Accra and in the port city of
Tema were washed out. and roads were under water, creating
huge traffic jams. Police reported two deaths in Accra and two
in Tema, about 25 kilometers (15 miles) away. The meteorologi-
cal services department said the 21-hour storm dropped as
much as 178 millimeters (seven inches) of rain.

I)Ellg"S dauglltm' ViSitS Iﬂ{: The youngest

daughter of D Xiaoping has visited. Hong Kong
known trip he?ggby.a member of the late Chinese patriarch's

family since his death on February 19, a report said yesterday,
AFP reports from Hong Kong.

Deng Rong was seen shopping at a glitzy central department
store Friday with her daughter and a female aide, the Apple
daily said, adding that she bought six pairs of shoes and a selec-
tion of clothes. The article was accompanied by two pho-
tographs shc:wir;ﬁneng standing at a store counter and covering
her face as she left the shop.

US to settle F-16 dispute:

Pakistan F‘nfga}r urged the United States to settle for an out-of-
court resolution of the F-16 aircraft deal and urged it to refund
the 628 million dollars Islamabad paid for 28 of these aircraft,
PTI reports from lslamabad.

A foreign office spokesman in Islamabad said Pakistan has
called upon the US administration to find an amicable solution
to the impasse now as the option of refund from the sale of the
said aircraft. Pakistan finalised the 628 million dollar deal in
1989 but the delivery was blocked as US invoked the Pressler
amendment banning arms sales to Pakistan because of its nu-
clear programme. Washington had identified Indonesia as a
third country buyer but Jakarta has now decided against the
purchase.

Australia ferries 138 boat le:

Australia's Im ation Department yesterday ferried 1385 boat
people from an island off Queensland this week to the
mainland, Reuter reports from Canberra.

A customs’' boat on Friday guided the grnu? to Thursday Is-
land in the Torres Strait between Australia land Papua New
Guinea after their trawler was stranded on a Sand
migration Department spokeswoman told Reuters.

"We don't c?ret know where they are from or why they are
here,” she said.

China slams European Parliament:

China's parliament yesterday slammed the European
Parliament for what it called a baseless attack on Beijing's
policies on human rights and Hong Kﬂn%, warning that the
criticism had poisoned ties, Reuter reports from anijinéi

"We would like to seriously demand these people in the Euro-
pean Parliament that they should discard the Cold War men-
tality, conform to the trend of the times and do something use-
ful for the healthy development of China-Europe relations,” the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the National People's Congress,

or parliamnent, said in a statement.
L L]
ship sinks:

. an Im-

O

Romanian cargo vessel, the ggarasi, has sunk in choppy high
seas off port St Johns in the Transkei, South Africa, after
losing en%ne power on Friday mnrnin% said a source reaching
Johannesburg, Xinhua reports from Johannesburg.

A May Day signal was received via Durban Radio when the
ship ran into trouble about ten nautical miles off Port St Johns,
said the source. Twelve crewmen were airlifted to safety by
South African Air Force rescuers after they were found floating

in a dinghy not far from maritime rescue co-ordinating centre
in Cap Town.

European
Parliament
urges India to
save tigers

LONDON, June 14: The Euro-
in an un-
ented move, has passed a
resolution calling on India to

ON THE BEIJING-KOWLOON
TRAIN, June 14: As the train cut
through the golden wheat fields
of central China, Mrs Chi,
proud member of Hong Kong's
elite Jockey Club, plied her new
friend with stories, advice and
mineral water, reports AP.

Get a Hong Kong bank card,
she counseled — can also be
used in neighbouring China to
draw Hong Kong dollars or Chi-
nese yuan.

An Hui, a bookish 27-year-
old student of robotics from
China’'s industrial northeast,
listened intently. She is taking

plant to save tigers, reports PTI.
The resolution, which was
passed last night, urged the In-
dian Prime Minister, I K Gujral

manship to enact the action
plan on tigers in cooperation

The passage of the European 1
Parllament resolution comes in E;Tﬁcg?? : Et.'-l!]j gsili;g%arggcé
the wake of ongoing emergency .

Technology and bubbled with
excitement at the prospect of
her first visit to the British
colony.

session of the Convention on
International Trade in Endan-
ﬁrtd Species (CITIES] in the

mbabwean capital of Harare.,
Indian organisation who are
ngth in Harare

are also canvassing for contin-
ued ban on ivory trading. ~

the two women had exchanged
phone numbers, "Call if you

-

Foreign powers urged not to meddle in Afghan affairs

Anti-Taliban factions to

MAZAR-1-SHARIF, Afghani-
stan, June 14: Factions op
to Afghanistan’s purist Islamic
Taliban movement said on
Friday they planned to form a
new provisional government,

Reuter.

Abdul Rahim Ghafoorzai,
deputy foreign minister in the
ousted government led by then-

resident Burhanuddin Rab-
, told a news conference the
new administration would be
formed mainly of technocrats
rather than guerilla faction
leaders.

"I can assure you that the
new government will mainly
consist of non-party members,"
Ghafoorzal said in the northern
opposition-held city of Mazar-
i-Sharif.

He said the previous admin-
istration, driven from Kabul by
the Taliban last September, had
failed to b peace.

“In Kabul one of the main
problems was a lack of ade-

quately qualified intellectual
members of the government
who had the ability to bring
about a substantial change,” he
added.

He said he hoped to an-
nounce the members of the new

ent within two days.

IRNA adds: Iran has re-
quested the foreign powers to
stop meddling in Afghanistan’s
internal affairs as it would
further te the country's
critical situation.

The only way for salvation
of Afghanistan is to curtail for-
eign hands, Iranian Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati
told s before leaving here.

He also called on belligerent
sides in Afghanistan to find a
solution to end the conflict in a
manner that would be to the
benefit of all factions.

We believe that no single
ggup could rule Afghanistan.

longation of the crisis will

have adverse impact on security

form provisional govt

in the region including Central
Asia, Velayati stre :

Regarding Iran's foreign
policy under the new adminis-
tration, he said the principles
will not change.

Velayati said the president
elect Hojatoleslam Mohammad
Khatami favours promotion of
cooperation with neighbouring
countries and regional states,
the Central Asian republies in
particular,

Meanwhile, Velayati met
with Kyrgyz Prime Minister
%ﬁas Jumagulov Wednesday.

e two officials sat-
isfaction over the present status
of bilateral relations and
voiced readiness to further
promote them.

In the meeting, Velayati
called for implementation of
all agreements reached between
the two countries and said that
Iran was ready to transit Kyrgyz

goods.
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Germun Chancellor Helmut Kohl and French President Jacques Chirac listen to national
anthems at the opening of the 69th Franco-German summit on Friday. — AFP/UNB photo
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Clinton to launch campaign
against racial divisions

Bill Clinton
launching an ambitious cam-
paign aimed at overcoming the
still prevalent racial divisions
in the United States by appeal-
ing for dialogue and tolerance,
although details of the plan re-
main vague, reports AFP.

Clinton, who on Thursday
named a seven-member com-
mission that will study ways to
improve US race relations, will
speak on the subject in San
Diego, California, on Saturday
in what is being billed as a ma-
jor milestone in his presidency.

On Friday, Clinton told
journalists the time is ripe for
such an initiative.

"l think this is the right time
to do this because there is not a
major crisis: engulfing the na-

180

WASHINGTON Jvune’: k4xiiilion that dominates the leadnii:
‘President

lines everyday. The, égonomy is
strong, crime is down. Our
tion in the world is good,” he
said.

"We will soon be in the next
few decades, a multi-racial so-
ciety in which no racial group is
in a majority,” the president
said, adding that he expects
concrete proposals’ to improve
race relations.

Even before his speech, how-
ever, Clinton's efforts are draw-
ing criticism from some black
organisations which are seek-
ing more actions rather than
words and from conservatives
opposed to the system of racial
quotas in place in some educa-
tions and employment practices
since the 1970s.

posi- -

For CHnton, a Democrat |

from the' southern state’ of
Arkansas, the challenge will be
to overcome simple rhetoric
and good intentions to offer
something tangible to improve
race relations.

With Republicans control-
ling Congress it will be difficult
to obtain funding for any new
social programmes aimed at
improving the lot of minorities
and urban ghettoes.

But the ite House main-
tains the effort is not an aca-
demic exercise.

"There will be things small
and things consequential, large
and policy driven,” said White
House spokesman Michael Mc-
Curry. mentioning the issues of
housing, crime and health care.
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Spaniahhefs serve a giant paella from one of seve eNOrmous pans for about 15,000 people

in Madrid Friday at a benefit for UNICEF.
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— AFP/UNB photo
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India fire
Four cinema
managers held

NEW DELHI, June 14: Indian
police have arrested four man-
s of a cinema in the ca
w 57 people died in a :
and more are to
be detained, a senior official

said today.

ty Police Commissioner

Depu

Maxwell Perreira told Reuters
that authorities have accused
the four man of the Up-
haar Rand cinema of criminal
negligence in the fire which
broke out in the packed movie
theatre on Friday.

We have arrested four peo-
ple Irom the cinema's -
ment,” Perreira told Reuters tﬂ:y
telephone. "More arrests are
likely."

He said police had
cases against the four for crim-
inal negligence causing
ﬁﬂmus hurt, causing deaths

ue to criminal negli and
use of combustible materials.
The four were to be arraigned in
a Delhi court :

Perreira said a small fire
had broken out on Friday
morning in the transformer
which hours later dur-
ing the premiere of a Hindi
movie. "We will have to see to
what extent the transformer
was repaired,” the police offi-
cial said.

Most of the victims were
trapped in the balcony and suf-
focated when l;;olunnnuu smoke
engulfed the theatre, which was
packed to its capacity of 1.050
seats, Perreira said.

Troops-rebels
clashes leave 12

dead in Lanka

COLOMBO, June 14: Spo-
radic fighting between Tamil
Tiger guerillas and government

troops left 12 pec;plc dead in the
north and east of Sri Lanka, the

glgjlitary said Saturday. reports

The series of clashes came
on the sidelines of the main
battle front north of Vavuniya,
where columns of soldiers have
been trying for the last four
weeks to capture a vital high-
way to the Jafina Peninsula,

In the eastern district of
Ampara; rebels stopped a pas-
senger bus near Ondachchi-
magam village Friday and
gunned down three policemen

| and two civilian passengers,

said Major I Dewage, a military
spokesman.

The attackers escaped into
the jungle, 200 kilometres (125
miles) east of Colombo, the cap-
ital.

Also Friday, three guerillas

were killed in an attack on a
outpo _
the district of Batticaloa, also
on the east coast, said Dewage.
One soldier was wounded.

In the northern Jaffna dis-
trict, a land mine on the road
near Chavakachcheri destroyed
a military truck and killed four
soldiers, said Dewage. Eight
soldiers were wounded in the
incident 300 kilometres (185
miles) north of Colombo.

No developments were re-
ported Saturday in the cam-

aign to seize the northern
Eig way, which is becoming
one of the largest and opera-
tions of the 14-year war against
the Tamil Tiger rebels.

US dismisses
reports on
progress in
ME peace

WASHINGTON, June 14: The

US State Department dismissed
reports of progress in Mideast
pﬁaccmaking Friday, reports
AP.

"We can't point to any par-
ticular progress,” spokesman
Nicholas Bums said as an Egyp-

‘tian diplomat, Osama el-Baz,

held s in the region alter-
nately with Israelis and Pales-
tinian leaders.

- There were reports that
Palestinians and Israelis were

moving toward the negotiatin
table and that Israel had aﬁreﬂs
to slow construction of a hous-
ing project for Jews in the
Jerusalem area.

But, Burns said, "l don't
know of any change on Har
Homa," as the project is known
in Hebrew.

Israel's announcement in

March it would build on dis-
puted land touched off a Pales-
tinian uproar. And then, a
Palestinian death threat
against any Arabs who sold
land to Jews caused a stir in Is-
rael.
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The head of the Syrian trade delegations Rateb al-Shallah
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(R) shakes hands Friday with his Iraqi counterpart Zouher
Abdel Ghafour Younes during their meeting in a tent at
Tanaf the Syrian-Iraqi borders 300 km from Damascus. An
Iraqi delegation arrived in Syria for the first such v-?l
since their mutual border was closed in 1982, i I%
indication of growing warmth between the two countries.

ot at Peihuweatagiufi S€lf.” Bhi

— AFP/UNB photo

Pol Pot flees to escape
Khmer Rouge troops

PHNOM PENH, June 14: Pol
Pot has been reported fleeing
east along the northern Cam-
bodian-Thai border in an at-
tempt to escape Khmer Rouge
troops who have turned against
him, a senior military com-
mander said today, reports
AFP.

"We see two options,” said
Deputy Chief of Staff Bhiek Bun
f:h;[?lﬂ . "One is that those loyal
to Pol Pot lay down their arms
and the second is that Pol Pot
will kill all those loyal to him
and kill himself."

"My guess is that he will kill
all of them and then kill him-

Bun

Hccnrm tm !t:ﬁﬂn-
der, Pol Pot was being carried
on a stretcher, and about 200 to
250 men still loyal to him were
believed to be about 13.

Kilometres (eight miles) west
of the historic Preah Vihear
Temple which sits on a moun-
tain that abuts the border.

Thai soldiers had reportedly
sealed off their side of the bor-
der in that area to prevent an
chance of escape north, he said.

He added that five out of the
six remaining Khmer Rouge di-
visions, about 1,000 men, had
turned against Pol Pot. Only
one, Division 801, led by the

uerilla supremo’'s portage,
ommander Sarouen, remained
loyal.

Nhiek Bun Chhay, speaking

to reporters at the home of First
Prime Minister Prince Norodo
Ranariddh, said that 95 per cent
of Pol Pot's former guerillas
were in pursuit and intended to
capture the notorious architect
of the "killing lields" alive.

Lanka to project
country’s positive
image to world

COLOMBO, June 14: Sri
Lanka's Foreign Ministry said .
today it was stepping up efforts
to project a positive image of

the ‘War-town country to'the"

world, reports Reuter.

A ministry statement said
the government would appoint
communications experts to its
missions in key capitals.

"These officers will engage in
projecting a positive image of
Sri Lanka from their respective
stations and endeavour to cor-
rect any misperceptions enter-
tained in some quarters in
these countries,” a ministry
statement said.

Sri Lanka has been plagued .
by negative publicity from
fighting between its armed
forces and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam [(LTTE) rebels.

Officials said the main aim
behind the appointments was to
counter L propaganda.

Israel reviews laser-based
air defence system

LOS ANGELES, June 14: Is-
raeli Defence Minister Yitzhak
Mordechai on Friday reviewed
the world's first lasser-based
air defence system designed to
use in northern Israel against
Katyusha rockets, reports AFP.

Mordechai expressed hope
that the tactical high energy
laser (THEL) would be particu-
larly helpful in protecting bor-
der towns like Kiryat Shemona,
which has already been hit by a
deadly Katyusha rocket attack.

He stopped here on a
weaponry and aircraft tour of
military installations and de-
fence contractors in Arizona,
Texas and Minnesota before
heading off next week for the
Paris Air Show.

The 89 million dollars pro-
{ect is still under development,
f future tests prove successful
as were to conducted at the
White Sands Missile Range in
New Mexico in February, de-
ployment in Israel could begin
mid-1998.

TRW spokesman said that
the company's laser defence
system would allow Israel to re-
spond immediately to rocket
threats at a fraction of the cost
of the Patriot missiles that are
normally used against the
rockets.

Katyusha rockets have been
used in warfare since World War
11, but they have since been im-
proved to be more lethal and
can now be fitted with chemical
and biological warheads.

The laser-based air defence
system would enable a gunner
and commander to visually
spot the rockets and initiate an
automatic tracking and firin
response that could be stop
only by a manual override.

"This is designed to protect
settlements,” said rooks
McKinney, TRW's public rela-
tions manager. "It will be very,
very good at protecting civilian
populations and military facil-
ities.”

up a two-year research post at

By the time the train reached
Hong Kong's Kowloon station,

have a problem," Mrs. Chi said.

Another contact made. An-
other friendship forged. As
Hong Kong counts down the fi-
nal days to its July 1 reunifica-
tion with China, connections
like these are smoothing the
way at a day-to-day human
level.

The train on which An Hui
and Chi Tai Lihua shared a
cumfartﬁble -:igomparl*tment aélgin
is 0 closer to Bei-
jin?ﬂusl?egd i:?tgn service 44
days before the handoVer, the
train is the first to link China's
capital directly with Hong Kong
on the southern coast.

Before the 30-hour, 2,471-
kilometre (1,532-mile) service
was inaugurated May 18, rail
passengers had to change trains
or walk across the border.

The new train, since joined
bl{y direct service between Hong

ong and Shanghai, still stops
for a cumbrous customs check
near Guangzhou, capital of
southern Guangdong province.

But the border crossing itself is
seamless.

Train 97 is numbered to
match the year of the handover,
and in contrast to the squalor
and surliness travelers often
experience on other Chinese
trains, this one has new mint-

een decor, comfy beds and

endly service. . '

Attendants in crisp white
uniforms stood in each carriage
and told boarding passengers to
"approach us with any prob-
lem.”

They snapped to attention
each time the train pulled into a
station, and polished the hang
rails before travelers got off.

The service is specifically
geared to meet the demands of

ampered Hong Kong travelers.

It's in mundane ways like this
that Hong Kong huFes consurmer
ly

power will gradually raise Chi-

na's standards.

Setting out at 7:30 am from
Beijing West Station, Asia's

Journalist's train journey experience thru' Be

largest, Train 97 rolled aadatglg
a.lmﬁ at :ii.n average 90 kplit ( :
mph), ng passengers plen
ufp timegitu tgke in the view an
piece together the vast, diverse
tapestry that is China.

Headingd south, the air
steamy. Jade-green rice paddies
replaced wheat fields. The
drawl of Mandarin gave way to
southern China's singsong di-
alects.

The train's 11 stops included
Changsha, near where a youn
Mao Tse-tung once led a fail
uprising, and Guangzhou, where
his successor, Deng Xiaoping.
sheltered before seizing power
and unleashing China's capital-
ist revolution.

The train has a dining car,
and on the station platforms,
vendors sold bags of boiled eggs,
steaming bowls of roast
chicken legs, beers and Cokes.

Many compartments were
empty, possibly because Chi-
nese need ts to enter Hong

Kong, or because tickets are
coS
Sleepers cost 706 to 1,191 Hon
Kong dollars ( 91 to 154 dollars
one way. But that's still much
less than the average air fare of
nearly 2,300 Hong dollars
(300 dollars).

Travelers included a {]oung
doctor from Beijing's Union
Hospital, heading to Prince of
Wales Hospital in Hong Kong to
study intestinal disorders; a
Malaysian tourist; a Chinese
engineer looking forward to two
days of sightseeing in Hong
Kong before going to Cambodia
to build a factory.

In between breaks for in-
stant noodles and of tea,
Mrs Chi regaled Ms. An with
tales of Hong Kong: its passion
for horse races and the stock
market; its border arrange-
ments that allow Hong Kong
pen?le to get Chinese license

lates and drive across, its
opes that China will uphold

y for the average Chinese. .

jing-HK direct route

Hong Kong's prosperity as
promised.

"Hong Kong has had the
fortune to be managed by the
English but be populated by
hardworking Chinese" she said.
"We'll {ust ave to see if that
good lortune continues. For
that we'll have to look to the
heavens, to God, and pray a lot.”

In fact, Hong Kongs eco-
nomic well-being has been tied
to China since Deng Xiaoping

opened the nation's doors to
foreign investment in the late
1970s and Hong Kong en-

reneurs rushed in. Mrs. Chi
and her husband, who moved
from China to Hong Kong a few
years earlier, invested in hotels
and often go back to attend to
business.

Mrs. Chi and Ms. An fell
silent for a moment and stared
out the window as the train en-
tered Hong Kong on a rusting

steel bridge over the polluted
Shenzhen River.
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US, ROK mussile
talks end

NEW YORK, June 14: The
United States and North Korea
ended three days of missile
talks Friday without substan-
tial breakthroughs but with an
agreement to meet again this
summer, reports AP.

US officials appeared satis-
fied that the North had
to continue the dialogue over
ways to curb the communist
government's missile pro-
gramme.

The United States claims
North Korea has sold long-
range Scud missiles to Iran and
Syria. Washi n also is con-
cerned over reports that the
reclusive state is pre to
deploy long-range ong |
miuifen capable of hittin
South Korea and much o
Japan.

In 1993, North Korea test-
fired a missile toward
the Sea of Japan, which divides
the
missile has a range of 620
miles.

peninsula from Japan. The -



