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OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

India regrets
landing of IAF

chopper at
Chunarughat

NEW DELHI, June 14: India
today expressed regrets for the
entirely inadvertent intrusion
of an IAF helicopter into
Bangladesh territory and as-
sured Dhaka that necessary
steps have been taken by the air
force authorities to prevent
such recurrence, re s PTI.

A detailed inquiry conducted
by the IAF authorities revealed
that an MI-8 helicopter with
three air crew and seven ground
crew on board inadvertently
strayed into Bangladesh, the
External Affairs Ministry
spokesman said in a statement
here.

He said the government, in
response to a clarification
sought by Bangladesh into the

See Page 12 Col 1
3 bodies recpveregl_

Search for boat
capsize victims
continues

Rescuers recovered three
bodies while a hectic search for
those missing since Friday's
boat capsize in Dhanu river in
Netrokona district continued.

Police sources in Netrokona
told UNB over telephone that
three bodies had been found till
3 yesterday afternoon and
search for the missing contin-
ued.

Some 50-60 passengers were
missing, they said.

Rescue teams of police and
fire service have been continu-
ing the salvage operation of the
mechanised t that capsized
in the river in Mohangan]
thana on Friday morning.

The trawler, which sailed
from Sasna Bazar of Sunam-
ganj for Itnabazar of Kishore-
ganj, was c ing 250 passen-
gers, local officials said.

3 alleged child
traffickers

beaten up in city
By Staff Correspondent

Three persons, including a

woman, were severely beaten up

people in separate incidents
in the city yesterday.

Some le near a sweepers
colony in Kotwali thana area
beat up two men identified as
Enayet, 30, and Afzal, 28, sus-
;r)ect.lng them to be child traf-
ickers.

According to police, the two
men identified themselves as
snake charmers.

But their suspicious move-
ment around the colony drew
the attention of a section of lo-
cal people who attacked them at
about 10:30 am. Kotwali police
rescued the two and took them
into custody.

In the other incident, a 50-
year-old woman Zahura Kha-
tun also suspected to be a child
lifter came under attack by a

group of people in Dholairpar
area at ut 2:30 pm. Demra
police rescued the woman.
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FBCClI reaction to proposed budget

President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Yusuf Abdullah Harun
yesterday hailed the budgetary
proposals on social benefits
and poverty alleviation. |

He, however, urged the gov-
ernment to reconsider some of
the tax proposals like the 2.5
per cent Infrastructure Devel-
opment Surcharge (IDS) on all
imports.

Although a few measures
have been adopted for protec-
tion of domestic industries yet
imposition of the IDS on all
imports will adversely affect

By Staff Correspondent

the pace of industrialisation, he
said in a cautious reaction to
the proposed budget for 1997-
98.

It came after a meeting at the
Federation Bhaban to review
the new budget. He chaired the
meeting which was attended by
members of the Executive
Committee and Standin
Committee on Duty, Tariff an
Taxes, said a press release of
FBCCI.

The FBCCI President said
the textile sector has wvast
prospect and is vital for the
country. The new tax proposal
on cotton and textile machiner-

Surcharge to affect
industrialisation

ies will seriously discourage the
entrepreneurs in this sector, he
opined.

He urged the government to
enhance the limits on cottage
industries sector to help cre-
ation of jobs, withdraw en-
hancement of duties on import
of scrap ships to help employ-
ment, production, value add{
tion in the light engineering
secltor and arrest construction
costs,

He also urged the govern-
ment to reconsider the in-
creased rate of duties on import
of paper, keeping in view the

See Page 12 Col 3

Proposed fiscal measures to ruin

productive sectors, says Saifur

Former finance minister
Saifur Rahman yesterday
termed the new national budget
anti-poor and anti-employ-
ment as he said its indiscrimi-
nate fiscal measures would ruin

roductive sectors, reports
NB.

"The budget is heavily de-
pendent on bank finance and
devoid of social justice.” he told
a post-budget press conference
at the 29 Minto Road official
residence of Leader of the Oppo-
sition of Begum Khaleda Zia.

Rahman described the pro-

sal for 2.5 per cent surcharge
g:?r infrastructural develop-
ment as "extra-ordinary dis-
covery” and "most regressive” as
it would be im on both the
rich and the poor.

Questioning the logic behind
such surcharge, the former fi-
nance minister asked: "Is our
country engaged in any war or
destroyed hf\: any natural disas-
ter that we have to pay this sur-
charge?"

He said the BNP government
stopped collecting Jamuna
Bridge surcharge imposed by
vhe had -adminisiration, be-

DCC's food testing lab shut

cause the construction of JMB
is a part of the national devel-
opment.

Rahman said the Finance
Minister proposed the sur-
charge for construction of phys-
ical infrastructure as if there
had not been any construction
of roads, bridges, culverts,
schools in the country in the

past.

The government, he said,
might have proposed this sur-
charge as it had not dared to in-
crease duties or direct tax. "It is
not wise to impose tax on every-
thing in a poor couniry like
Bangladesh."

Rahman, who had placed na-
tional budget seven times as the
Finance Minister in the past,
said international agencies had
advised him to impose a blan-
ket coverage of tax, but the BNP
government didn't impose any
surcharge or tax on the common
people,

He said his successor overes-
timated revenue earning and
underestimated the revenue ex-
penditure.

About the budgetary alloca-
tion of Tk 700 crore for new pay
scale, he said it would require at
least 1800 crore to Tk 2000
crore to implement Lhe new pay
scale from July 1.

Rahman said the Finance
Minister did not say in his
speech how he would imple-
ment the new pay scale.

The ex-finance minister ob-

Sée Page 12 Col 7

for over six weeks

The Dhaka City Corpora-
tion's public health laboratory
— the only official centre for
testing the quality of food in the
city — has not been functioning
for more than six weeks.

Sources said, the laboratory
was not working because it was
being shifted from the old gart
of the city to the Nagar Bhaban.
"“Up till now, we do not know
where to set up our lab. Now, we
have two rooms but these have
not been 'officially’ given to us,”
said a DCC health department
official adding although the
laboratory equipment have
been kept in the rooms, the lab
cannot start functioning until
the rooms are officially allot-
ted.

A ment of official also
noted that there is an acute
shortage of qualified field in-
spectors for more than a year.
According to him most ol the
lab equi t are obsolete and
virtually useless.

"We advertised job vacancies
for Lthe posts of field inspector
but received no response. We
then recruited a number of un-

By Morshed Ali Khan

qualified people who we are
now under training," the DCC
official said.

There are now four inspec-
tors. Seven are under trainin
and six waiting to be trained,
the official added.

The DCC's public health lab-
oratory and its inspectors are
assigned to make random
checks on food items at hotels,
restaurants and food manufac-
turing plants. After tests, the

ucers or sellers of any food,
ound to be adulterated and un-
fit for human consumption are

prosecuted by the magistrates of

the DCC,

According to sources, the
laboratory tested 298 samples
last year and found 224 of them
to be adulterated. In the current
year, it only tested 55 samples,
of which 35 were adulterated.

Sources said, most of the of-
fenders E«Dl away with their
crimes because inspectors
made underhand dealing with
them.” On some occasions the
prosecution mysteriously let
the cases 'die down.' Other of-
fenders only received minimum

penalty,

Under the 1967 Pure Food
Rules Act. the city mayor is re-
quired to send a quarterly re-
port on the city's food quality to
the Health Directorate. But a
DCC official said he had not
seen any such report'in last sev-
eral years.

In the absence of any moni-
toring. the hotels, restaurants
and %.Um'l shops 1in the city are
selling of adulterated food. An
official said, "Look at the per-
centage of adulterated food de-
tected by the laboratory. This is
just the tip of the iceberg.”

Sources said, the public
health laboratory needed to be
modernised and thoroughly
equipped to ensure the quality
n? food eaten by the city's seven
million citizens.

When asked about the allega-
tions of lenience on bad-food
vendors and producers, a DCC
magistrate said, the corpora-
tion's three present magistrates
had joined only a month ago
and were yet to take up any
food-adulteration case.

Budget lacks directions for

overcoming stagnation

Participants in a post-bu
dialogue in the city yesterday
criticised the proposed budget
for fiscal 1997-98 for neglec
export-oriented industries an
imposing surcharge on im-
ports.

They said though the finan-
cial and industrial sectors have
been in a state of stagnation for
the last couple of years and re-
quired proper policies to over-
come the situation, the pro-

but;lfcl lacked those.

They also stressed the need
for down-sizing the government
and improving the quality of
projects under the Annual De-

t Programme (ADP) to
have a breakthrough in human
resource t.

The on The State of
esh Economy and the
Role of the Budget in Stimulat-
ing Economic Activity’' was or-

sed by the Centre for Policy

ue {CPD) and chaired by

its Executive Chairman Prof
Rehman Sobhan.

Held at the CIRDAP audito-

rium. the dialogue was partici-
ated by Finance Minister
S Kibria, former finance
ministers M Syeduzzaman and
AMA Muhith, former advisor
in the caretaker ment Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud. Chair-

By Staff Correspondent

man of the Privatization Board
Kazi Zafrullah, Finance Secre-
tary Akbar Ali Khan, FBCC]
President Yussuf Abdullah
Harun. World Bank resident
mission chief Pierre Landell-
Mills, IMF resident mission
chief Jan Bove, Chairman of
the National Board of Revenue
Shah Abdul Hannan, former
depu(tiy prime minister Ja-
di

malu n Ahmed and Chair-
man of the Sonali Bank M
Asafuddowla.

took

place as privale sector represern-
tatives criticised the new budgﬁ-l
for expansion of tax network,
imposition of surcharge on im-
ports include industrial raw
materials and for not giving at-
tention to export-oriented sec-
tors. The finance minister de-
fended the government, posi-
tion saying all the measures
have been taken for the devel-
opment of the country and alle-
viation of poverty

The participants discussed
both the positive and negative
impact of various measures
proposed in the new budget
which include :rnl:yort liberal-
ization, industrial financing.

A lively discussion

performance of banks and re-
forms in revenue collection.

The finance minister, who
was the u:hiefFue:st. said despite
imposition of duties on some
importables and expansion of
income tax base, the local in-
dustries would not be alfected.

Kibria said the imposition of
surcharge would not affect the
export-oriented industries and
the surcharge would help build
rural infrastructure and alle-
viate poverty.

"We have been talking about
poverty alleviation and rural
development since long but we
did not take up any fruitful pro-
grammes,” he said and added
that rural road construction
and electrification will really
address the problems of people
living in the villages.

Replying to a question, the
minister said the liberalisation
process of the present govern-
ment would continue and that
Bangladesh was preparing itself
to face the challenges ufaj)usl—
2005 era. By that time, all the
member -countries of the World
Trade Organisation will remove
all tariff and non-tariff barri-
ers and no industries will be
given protection,
~ "Only one year is not suffi-

See Page 12 Col |

Port users
call offt
strike

CHITTAGONG, June 14:
Chittagong Port Users’ Forum
has called off its indefinite
strike from tomorrow follow-
in%; a government assurance of
allowing the use of private
equipment in cargo handling in
the port from June 30, reports
UNB. |

The assurance came from a
hi%h—level meeting in the capi-
tal today.

The meeting was attended by
the prime minister's political
adviser S A Malek, MP, Chit-
ta{Fung city mayor ABM Mohi-
uddin Chowdhury, the chair-
man of Chittagong Port Author-
ity and leaders of different
trade unions of the port.

The decision of the meeting
was conveyed to Forum leaders
by president of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (CCCI) Zafrul Islam
Chowdhury, MP.

See Page 12 Col 5

No measures to

boost export
trade: BGMEA

Bangladesh Garments Man-
ufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation (BGMEA) has expressed
mixed reaction on the proposed
hudlgﬁt for 1997-98, hailing the
welfare measures and criticis-
ing the absence of measures to
boost the export trade, reports
UNB.

Giving his reaction in a
press release yesterday BGMEA
President M G Quddus welcomed
the welfare measures such as
pension for the poor and the el-
derly people, introduction of
employment bank for the
youths and allocation for pro-
viding loans and grants for the
poor and the homeless,

He hailed the proposed bud-
get for reduction ol corporate
tax, saying that it would help
increase industrial growth, and
privatisation of state-owned
enterprises.

He. however, opined that
when the VAT policy is still to
be well defined and transpar-
ent, the widening of VAT base
may create anomalies. "Noth-
ing has been mentioned in the
budget to exclude the exporters
from the purview of VAT, he

Seeltage 1200l 6

Budget
Industries to
Incur severe
losses, says

Khaleda

BNFP Chairperson. Bepgum
Khaleda Zia has cautioned that
inposition of taxes in the pro-
posed budget for 1997-98 fiscal
year will severely affect the
people of all strata, reports
UNB.

"Small as well as large in-
dustries will incur colossal
losses for this tax-ridden bud-
get... Working people. owners
and employees, businessmen,
professionals, agriculturists,
all will be affected.” she said.

The BNP leader was talking
to a delegation of Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
at her Minto Road office last
night.

The delegation included
BGMEA president Mostafa Go-
lam Quddus and leaders of the
association Redwan Ahmed,
Mahbub Ali and Abul Kashem
Haider.

"A government is known by
the budget it offers to country-
men,” Begum Zia sald adding,
"This [AL) government s budget
is in no way a better one than

See Page 12 Col 7

30 hurt as villagers
clash in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 14: At least
30 persons were injured 9 of
them seriously. when itwo
groups of villagers were locked
in a clash at Char Commis-
sioner under Muladi thana of
the district this morning.

Police and witnesses said. a
large number of people belong-
ing to one Mridha group aided
by musclemen went to the char
area for reaping paddy this
morning. The rival group re-
sisted their attempt.

Both sides used lethal
weaponry during the clash.

The seriously injured Zakir,
40, Hamed, 45, Faruk, 30 and
Jahangir, 30 of the Mridha
E:UP and Nur Mohammad, 70,

shid, 35, Sohrab, 28, Tota,
25, and Khaleque, 60, of the
Sarder group were admitted to
the Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
medical College hospital.

6 shops gutted
in Tangail

TANGAIL, June 14: A fire
ﬁuttcd six shops at a bazar in
alihati thana today. fire fight-
ers sald, repbrts UNB.
The flame, originated from
electric short circuit, gutted
roperty worth about Tk 10
akh at Alenga bazar bus stop-
page in the mnrmn%‘_
Fire fighters with the help of
the local people extinguished
the fire
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D-8 to be launched
in Istanbul today

By M Anwarul Haq |

Eight OIC member countries,
with a combined population
close to one billion lpeuple and
commanding nearly ten per
cent of the global GDP, are set to
launch a new economic bloc in
the Turkish capital of Istanbul
today.

To be known officially as the
Development Eight or 'D-8', the
organization will be floated
this morning through a decla-

ration at the summit meeting of

leaders of the eight countries.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who left Dhaka yester-

. day, is already in Istanbul to be

present at the one-day summit
meeting. Among the leaders of
the eight countries who are ex-
pected to be present are Presi-
dent Suharto of Indonesia,
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-

hammad of Malaysia, President-

Ali Akbar Rafsanjani of Iran

and Prime Minister Newaz
Sharif of Pakistan.

The venue of the signing cer-
emony — the Ciragan Kempin-
ski Palace Hotel, a magnificent
place located on the shores of
the River Bosphorous. The hotel
has been set up in the general
premises of the Ciragan Palace
of the last Sultanate.,

President of Turkey Suley-
man Demeril will preside over
the formal ceremonies. Later,
the visiting dignitaries will
take a boat ride on the Bosh-
porous where besides discussing
the future of the new organisa-
tion, they will also seize the op-
portunity for holding bilateral
talks.

The D-8 will be a global el-
fort to forge closer ties for creat-
ing bigger economic markets
for the common benefit of its

| See Page 12 Col 4
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[.C recommends law

to make genocide
punishable offence

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Law Commission (LC)
has recommended legislation
making genocide a punishable
criminal offence.

The recommendation was
made after the Law Ministry
enquired whether it would be
proper to enact a law making
genocide a punishable offence
in the light of the 1948 UN Con-
vention on the Prevention and
Punishment for the Crime of
Genocide, Comimission SOUrces
said.

Bangladesh did not ratify
the UN Cenvention and is not
obligated to have a law on geno-
cide. But there is no bar to have
a law incorporating the princi-

ples laid down in the Conven--

tion.

The ruling Awami League,
while in the opposition. was vo-
cal for trial nfpt ose responsible
for genocide during the War of
Liberation in 1971.

The Commission also sug-
gested inclusion of a new chap-
ter in the Penal Code of 1860,
defining genocide and punish-
ment for it.

The LC defined genocide as:
a) killing members of a group bj
causing serious bodily or men-
tal harm to members of a group
c] deliberately inflicting on a

oup conditions of life calcu-
ated to bring about its physical
destruction in whaole or in part
d) lmpc}sing measures intended
to prevent births within a group
and e) forcibly transferring
children of a group to another

Lp.

It described “serious bodily
or mental harm” as hurting or
raping.

Someone found guilly of
Ftnntide can get death penalty,
ife imprisonment or a prison
term ol upto 10 years. They can

| See Pape'12 Col 6
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20 hurt: 30 arrested

Jamaat activists clash
with police in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. June 14: At least
15 activists of Jamaat-e-Islami
and its student wing., Islami

. Chhatra Shibir were injured in

a clash with police in Hatem-
khan area of the city this even-
ing.

2 children drown
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 14: Two Chil-
dren drowned a pond in Sylhet
town today. Shefa, 7 and Alam-
gir, b, minor daughter and son
of Abdul Jalil of Machhudi-
ghirpar area were taking a bath
in the pond.

An unnatural death case was
filed with Kotwali police. The
bodies were sent to the Osmani
Medical College morgue for au-
topsy, police said.

Five policeman were also in-
jured.

According to witnesses, the
clash (ensued) when the police
Eersunne] deployed in Hatem-

han area the stronghold of
Jamaat-e-Islami and its stu-
dent front resorted to lathi
charge to disperse a procession
of Jamaat-e-Islami.

The activists of the city and
the district unit of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islami Chhatra
Shibir brought out the proces-
sion to drum up support lor
their half-day strike in Ra-
jshahi division on June 22.

Police lobbed teargas shells
while the processionists hurled
bombs at the policemen.

Police picked up 30 activisis
of Jamaat-Shibir from the spot.
A total of 25 bicycles were ago
seized by police from the
Hatemkhan area.
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Dhaka, Ankara
for meaningful
ties among
D-8 members

ISLANBUL, June 14
Bangladesh and Turkey today
expressed firm determination
to help expand meaningful and
effective eco-cultural ties
among the D-8 member coun-
tries, reports BSS.

Turkish President Suleyman
Demirel and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina made the pledge
when the latter called on him at
the Ciragan Palace Hotel.

Sheikh Hasina expressed
her deep gratitude and apprecia-
tion to President Demirel for
successiully ¢ ing forward
the task of giw.ri%gl D-8 an insti-
tutional shape. The present suc-
cess and development of D-8 is

t the result of dedicated and sin-

cere thrust made by Turkey, she
said.
President Demirel and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
See Pape 12 Col 4

FMs meet to
finalise
statement

ISTANBUL, June 14: Foreign
ministers and senior officials
from eight Islamic nations met
today in Istanbul to finalise a
statement announcing the cre-

| ation of an economic coopera-

tion body known as the D-8, by
analogy with the G-7, the group
of major economic powers, re-
ports AFP.

The D-8, the "D" standing for
developing countries, will be
officially declared at a summit
here tomorrow involving
Turkey, Bangladesh, Egypt, In-

| donesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nige-
| ria and Pakistan.

"The D-8 will act collectively
to resolve the common prob-
lems of humanity in a world
that is becoming globalised."
Turkish Prime Minister
Necmetting Erbakan said at an
inauguration ceremony.

The grouping would form "a
major force with a total popu-
lation of 800 millilon people
and a trading volume of 400
billion dollars a year,” he said.

He stressed that D-8 would be
apen to all other countries and
"does niot constitute an alterna-

| tive to other regional organisa-

See Page 12 Col 8
[A flights between
Calcutta, Dhaka
& Calcutta,
Ctg reduced

The Indian Airlines (1A}
Limited has reduced the number
of its weekly flights between
Calcutta ;1[13 Dhaka and Cal-

| cutta and Chittagong from
| seven to four beginning next

week, reports BSS.

Due to operational reasons,
the airlines from June 16 will
operate only three flights on

ondays, Thursdays and Sat-
urdays between Calcutta and

| Dhaka, an 1A press release said

yesterday.

The frequency of its flights
onn Calcutta {Thittag{mF sector
has also been reduced from the

existing two flights to one.

The airlines said the Airbus
A-320 flight IC-723/724 (Cal-
cutta/Dhaka/Calcutta) will
arrive in Dhaka at 1440 hours
and leave for Calcutta at 1530
hours. while flight 1C-749/750
by the same type of aircraft will
arrive in Chittagong on Mon

days at 1240 hours and leave for
Calcutia at 1330 hours
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