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A particular business centre
in the heart of the city presents
an obnoxious spectacle. This
refers to the wholesale fish
market at Kawran Bazar which
is located within five hundred
vards of the citv's one of the
fivestar hotels. The fish market
occupies quite a big area. The
business transaction at this
centre starts from early dawn,
but a large number of trucks
laden with fish of various kinds
begin to assemble at this site
over night through various
routes from their loading
points spread over a wide net-
work covering areas with sup-

lies of fish catches. With the

ginning of business transac-
tions from early dawn, the
place wears a look of hectic ac-
tivities, with the wholesalers
and retailers f_inﬁtling to clinch
deals. Apart from the crowd of
buyers and sellers, there is an
overwhelming prevalence of
fishy smell which spreads far
and wide. Even when the day's
transactions are over within
two or three hours in the morn-
ing, the fall-out of fishy smell
hangs on in the area. so much
so that passersby, riding on
vehicles or just walking along,
are not spared this evil smell.

Some may wonder how a big
wholesale fish market could be
allowed to operate in a select
area where there is a fivestar
hotel. The Dhaka City Corpora-
tion is aware ol the circums-
stances under which such a fish
market is functioning and also
whether the City Corporation
has any plan for shifting the
market from its existing site.
Whatever be the actual position
in this regard. there is no
denying that the location of the
fish market is utterly unwanted
in its present site and the
sooner it is shifted elsewhere,
_the better for its environs, now
subject to such obnoxious
smell. In this context, it may
not be forgotten that there is a
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sprawling slum nearby. The ex-
istence of the fish market and
the slum may be regarded as ad-
verse factors for the environ-
mental degradation of the area.
A couple of weeks ago. a large
number of employees of the ad-
jacent hotel came down and
took up the job of cleaning and
painting the long stretch of
traffic island in front of the
hotel. But it is felt mere face-
lifting of such a nature is not
enough unless positive steps are
taken by the authorities comn-
cerned to improve the look of
the whole surrounding area. In
that case, the beauty of the ar-
chitecturally impressive foun-
tain at the busy road junction
near Kawran Bazar may not be
detracted by the existing loath-
some scenes created by the fish
market and the adjacent city
slum.

A source of serious miseries
for the residents of Hazaribagh
and its adjacent areas of the
city arises from the large num-
ber of existing tanneries in the
area throwing heavy amounts
of chemical and other wastes
into the low-lying areas near
Rayer Bazar outside the Dhaka
flood protection embankment.
The tannery wastes are pollut-
ing fresh areas, involving de-
struction of a vast stretch of
arable land and all kinds of
marine life. As reported. the
lethal wastes previously flowed
into the river Buriganga from
the Hazaribagh Sluice further
downstreamn. Now, as per re-
port, the waste materials have
to be diverted to the new areas,
as the old channel was blocked
by a recently built tannerg.

According to a study by the
Bangladesh Environment Law-
ers’ Association, due to the City
Protection Embankment, the
low-lying lands from Lalbagh
to Rayer Bazar Shikder Medical
College are filled with poi-
sonous wasles and the toxic
chemicals are even polluting
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ally do not understand what
will be the benefit of such pro-
tection?’

Prof Ahmed criticised im-
position of taxes on cottage in-
dustries and said the decision
contradicts the government's
employment generation policy.

Commenting on the pro-
posed budpget the Director Gen-
eral of the Bangladesh Institute
ol Development Studies (BIDS)
Abu Abdullah said, VAT base
was a correct decision. He also
welcomed the pay hike saying,
"The new pay scale was neces-
sary for government employees
to cope with the private sector
salary structure.” This may re-
duce corruption among the low
paid officials and employees.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Abdullah criticised involving
Bangladesh Bank in the lending
programme for the farmers.
"The government should not do
this when it wants to bring back
discipline in the financial sec-
tor,” he added.

Professor Abu Ahmed of the
Economics Department of
Dhaka University said. "we ex-
pected a bigger ADP this vear,

The an&rnment has
marginally increased the size of
ADP."

Ahmed said Tk 700 allocated
to implement the new pay scale
would not be sufficient. "The
government will have to borrow
money from banks to imple-
ment the pay scale breaking fi-

nancial discipline,” Ahmed
said.

Shibir
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Speaker on June 16, and mass
contact and student rally in ed-
ucational institutions across
the country from June 17-21.

ﬁnnﬂuncl.rég the programine,
Shibir president Mohammad
Shahjahan warned of tougher
street agitations if their de-
mands, including the removal
of RU Vice Chancellor Prof Ab-
dul Kaleque, were not met.

"If our demands are met by
June 21, we will not enforce the
June 22 hartal in Rajshahi di-
vision,"” he said and urged Pres-
ident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed to take immediate ini-
tiative to cancel the appoint-
ment of RU's acting VC and ap-
point a neutral person in his
place.

The Shibir leaders alleged
that the present VC was a de-
voted worker of Awami League
and was politicising everything
in the university.

They accused the VC of ap-
poin teachers who belong to
Awami e one after another
with the objective of making
the university a camp of that
party and banning the ac-
tivities of other student organi-
sations.

T

Economists' reaction

He said, import duties on
capital machinery specially on
textile machinery, will affect
backward linkage industry in
the garment sector.

The DU teacher also criti-
cised imposing surcharge at a
rate of 2.5 per cent.

Ahmed, a capital market
analyst, also said there should
be a substantial difference in
the corporate tax structure be-
tween listed and non-listed
companies.

Bianayek Sen of the BIDS
said government had failed to
address the health issue prop-
erly in the '97-'98 budget. He
said rural and some urban peo-
ple spend 15 to 20 per cent of
their income for curative and
preventive health care pur-
poses.

He favoured increased allo-
cation for basic infrastructure
development, agricultural re-
search and quality education
for a better human resource and
strong labour force.

Sen appreciated linking au-
tomobiles with the environ-
mernt issues and expanding the
direct tax base. He, however,
criticised the thorough privati-
sation proposal saying it may
not fulfill tﬁe desired goal."

Myanmar national
dies in Ctg jail

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 13: One
Myanmar national died in
Chittagong Jail this morning,
police said. ‘

He was identified as Mr
Auye. 35. Police said Auye was
under treatment in the jail as
he was sick for some days.

JP won’t tolerate
rigging in
bypolls: Ershad

Jatiga Party Chairman H M
Ershad yesterday cautioned
that his party will not tolerate
any rigging or discriminatory
attitude during the coming by-

election in Manikganj, reports
UNB.

Speaking to leaders and
workers of Manikganj JP at his
Gulshan house, Ershad asked
them to take the byelection as a
challenge and work for the JP
candidate.

Ershad hoped that the pre-
sent government would not turn
the Manikganj election into a
M a election to face the fate
of BNP government.

He said JP workers will have
to give reply through the by-
election to the hostile attitudes
shown against the Jatiya P
in last two general elections.
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the %:'uund waters, affecting

also the grass and shrubs.

The devastating pollution of
the waters of river Buriganga
caused the Hazaribagh tanner-
ies has been an old story. There
has been no dearth of evidence
and expert opinion about the
impact of the astoundingly high

lution of the river water on
Eﬁmans and marine life in the
surrounding areas. An eminent
environmentalist of the Dhaka
University, Dr K Nizamuddin,
was reported to have said that if
immediate measures are not
taken to control the environ-
mental hazards at Hazaribagh
and its adjacent areas in the
near future, all city dwellers
would have to suffer from seri-
ous air pollution resulting from
the use of sulpher dioxide, am-
monia sulphate, chlorine and
other elements by the tanneries.

In the context of this omi-
nous background, we will be
dithering at our peril on the is-
sue of urgent necessity of shift-
ing the tanneries from its pre-
sent site to any other suitable
location outside the periphery
of the city limits on the basis of
consensus among the various
parties involved. The question
whether the shifting should be
done to Savar or Meghnaghat or
Demra, as propo at erent
times, may be settled once and
for all, at the same time finalis-
ing the connected issues of
funding the shifting with such
compensation as may be found
reasonable. On account of the
enormity of the problem, par-
ticularly in the context of the
profound environmental and
public health considerations, it
seems to be a fit case for taking
it up with an appropriate inter-
national agency. We may not
forget that at stake is the safet
of human lives as well as ecol-
ogy of Hazaribagh area where at
least 30 lakh residents are gasp-
ing for improved life in a haz-
ardous environment.

Samad Azad
leaves for
Jeddah

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad left Dhaka yester-
day for Jeddah on a three-day
uﬂ{cial visit to Saudi Arabia to
review different dimensions of
Dhaka-Riyadh ties, reports
UNB.

During the visit, the Forei
Minister will call on King Fahd
Bin Abdul Aziz.

Azad will hold talks with his
Saudi counterpart Prince Saud
Bin Faisal, covering the entire
gamut of bilateral relations as
well as regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern.

They will mainly discuss
matters relating to the interest
of Bangladeshis working in the
Kingdom, and expansion of
trade and economic coopera-
tion between the two countries.

Problems facing the Muslim
Ummah and its unity and soli-
darity will figure in the discus-

CAB
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taxes, instead of taking mea-
sures to reduce the expenditure
for buying essentials and educa-
tional materials, and on house
rent, transportation and treat-
ment.

The sufferings of common
consumers would double due to
imposition of taxes on small
and cottage industries, fer-
tiliser, educational, agricul-
tural and medical necessities,
introduction of VAT on new
items and increasing its rate,
and compulsory submission of
income tax return by telephone
subscribers, it added.

The CAB demanded that the
budget be approved only after
necessary amendment consid-
ering the interests of the people.

Kesri
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in the Congress, Kesri said her
(Sonia) primary membership of
the party was beneficial of both
the party and the Co SSmen.

The Congress chief said
there was no question of askin
Sharad Pawar (who conteste
him in the party presidential
election) to resign as the y's
leader in the Lok Sabha. "I have
no hatred or ill will against any
body,” he added. -

Asked about the Congress
nominee for the Indian presi-
dential election scheduled to be
held on July 23 he said the
party had now started thinking
about it. But he made it clear
that he will not be a candidate.

Kesrli pointed out that the

arty needed to be rejuvenated
with the energy, enthusiasm
and dynamism of the youth.

He said that he was hapl:l:)y to
find that most of the PCC
(Pradesh Congress Committee)
presidents were young persons.

However, observers feel, his
stress on youthful energy and
enthusiasm in the party had
ominous overtones for the bulk
of detractors.

The Daily Star

700 doctors' posts vacant
at thana, dist levels

By Naimul Hagq

The thana health complexes
and district hospitals in the
country are facing a shortage of
more than 700 doctors.

According to Health Infor-
mation Unit of the Directorate
of Health, there are slightly
more than 7000 doctors against
7.833 posts sanctioned by the
government for those hospitals
and health complexes.

The people of northern dis-
tricts are the worst sufferers due
to the doctors, followed by those
in greater Khulna district. Ac-
cording to available statistics,
there are almost 30,000 doctors
in the country, one doctor for
every 5,000 people

A senior official of the
Health Directorate explained
that the ‘'vacant posls are creat-
ed' when doctors are sent for
training after they are hired.

"So in the real sense, a per-
manent ‘'vacuum' has been cre-
ated." To resolve this crisis,
about 800 doctors on special
duty (OSD) were recruited re-

cently. he said

ile talking to The Daily
Star, the official said the gov-
ernment is going to appoint
about 1000 doctors shortly.

Another 300 may be ap-
pointed later. *

"We have also forwarded a
lan to the Ministry of Health
or creating more posts of doc-
tor. We are yet to get any re-
sponse,” he said.

The Directorate had sug-
gested recruitment of 10
physicians through the 17th
BCS examination but only 139
posts of assistant surgeons were
accepted,” he said.

One source said a good num-
ber of doctors are awaiting
promotion. Lack of quick deci-
sion on the issue has also stood
in the way of recruitment of
new doctors. When contacted,
the official concerned admitted
this. More than 1000 doctors
were given senior grade last
March while another 300 await
promotion to that grade, he
said.

Primary Edn Week
begins today

The National Primary Edu-
cation Week, 1997 begins today
throughout the country, reports
LUNB.

Education Minister will in-
augurate the week in Kushtia
through tree plantation.

In a message yesterday,
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
called for turning the campaign
for eradication of illiteracy and
expansion of education into a
social movement.

He said the mass awareness
created to free the nation from
the curse of illiteracy will have
to be geared up.

In another message, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
urged all to work unitedly to
eradicate illiteracy for ensuring
unhindered progress of the na-
tion.

"It is our national duty to
remove illiteracy to make the
path of development free from
all obstacles," she said.

Govt to set up
some specialised
hospitals

The government plans to set
up some specialised institutes
and hospitals under the 1997-
98 Annual Development Pro-
gramme (ADP), reports UNB.

The plan is aimed to ensure
health for all by the year 2000
and to stop the people from go-
ing abroad for treatment, ac-
cording to the ADP document.

Under this programme, 87
development projects includin
67 investment and technica
assistance ﬁrnjects will be
taken up with an allocation of
Tk 587.74 crore including Tk
425 crore in local currency.
Seventeen of these projects are
new.

The allocation in the health
sector is 5.09 per cent in the
1997-98 ADP.

New US envoy
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Holzman is a graduate of the
Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service and received
a Masters degree from the
Jhons Hopkins School of Ad-
vanced International Studies.

He served in the US Army
from 1968 to 70. He was an
American Political Science As-
sociation Congressional Fellow
in 1985-86.

He is the recipient of several
State Department honour
awards, including the Baker-
Wilkins Award as the outstand-
ing Deputy Chief of Mission for
1996. His foreign language is
French,

Holzman is married to Kim
Homn and has three daughters.

2 alleged child
traffickers held
in Sylhet

SYLHET, June 13: Two al-
leged child traffickers were
given mass beating after they
were caught red handed while
tryin% to pick up two minor
boys from Lukkatura Golf Club
area here today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said two Jnung
men — Ujjal Kumar and Bud-
dhu — picked up Sumon, a class
I1 student of Dwipshikha
Kindergarten, and ir, class
11 student of Khas Dabir Pri-
mary School, on a rickshaw
when the two boys were return-
ing home at about 6:30 pm.

As some relations of the
boys found them with unknown

youths, they suspected foul pla
and caught hold of the allege
traffickers.

Budget a document
of failure of AL’S

one-yr rule: Jamaat

PABNA, June 13: Jamaat-e-
Islami Secretary General
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami has called the proposed
budget for fiscal 1997-98 'a doc-
ument of failure’ of the Awami
League government's one-year
rule, reports UNB.

"The budget is designed to
kill the poor... it reflects the
restless outlook of the govern-
ment.” he said, addressing a
public meeting at the Town Hall
Maidan here today

Basu’s belief
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about the ability of the secun-
tymen to save the lives of the
VIPs in the event of assassina-
tion attempts.

A British minister, while
travelling by a car, asked his
bodyguard in the front seat,
"John, can you save me if any-
body tries to kill me?”

"No sir, | can't save you," the
guard replied instantly.

"Then why are you travellin
with me?" the exasperate
minister asked.

"To be a witness to your
murder, Sir", the guard an-
swered with a straight face.

Basu said even the presence
of a large number of security

ersonnel had failed to save
ormer prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

"Can they save me if some-
one {ries to assassinate me?"
the octogenarian Marxist
leader sarcastically questioned
pointing at the two alert armed

securitymen standing behind
him,
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Hollywood actor George Clooney (C) poses with his friend Celine (L) and South Ameri
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actress Slama Hayek as they arrive at Mann's Village and Bruin Theaters for the world
premier of Warner Brother's Batman and Robin in Los Angeles on Thursday.

CPI team due
in city today

A delegation of the Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI) arrives
in Dhaka today on a visit to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

Four members of the five-
member delegation are:
Shamim Foyezi, editor of the
weekly New Age, Jalaluddin
Ansari, MP, Ramon Majumder,
member of the party's interna-
tional cell and Sunil Munshi.
editor of the Dainik Kalantar.

Comrade A B Bardhan, Gen-
eral Secretary of CPl, who will
lead the delegation, will arrive
on June 16.

During the visit the delega-
tion will exchange views with
different political parties and
organisations, a CPB press re-
lease said in Dhaka vesterday.

3-nation cricket
Pakistan edge
past NZ

HYDERABAD, India, June
13: Pakistan edged past New
Zealand today with a 16-run
victory to reach the final of the
three-nation one-day cricket
tournament being played in the
southern Indian city of Hyder-
abad, reports AP.

Pakistan lost key batsmen
Saeed Anwar, Shahid Afridi,
Rameez Raja [captain) and
Salim Malik early in the game,
but Moin Khan's brilliant 103
off B7 balls and Inzamamul
Hag's 79 off 72 balls helgﬁ'{l
them to score an imposing 306
for seven.

New Zealand lost three
wickets in the first two overs to
paceman Azhar Mehmood.

Mark Greatbatch led the Ki-
wis' fightback with a knock of
102 oft 106 balls. However, New
Zealand were all out for 290 in
48 overs,

India and Pakistan who
have both won a match each
against New Zealand will play
the last round robin league
match tomorrow and then meet
in the final to be played on

~ Monday.
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enhanced duties on paper, for
example, has been proposed to
help the local paper industry.
Tarifls on a number of itemns
have been rationalised and
nearly 200 items will be out of
guantitative restrictions that
will boost exports.

When his attention was
drawn to the possible effect on
textile industry following with-
drawal of zero duty on raw cot-
ton imports and reduction of
yarn import duties, Kibria
agreed that there could be dis-
cussions with the textile sector.

Asked on the missing target
of GDP in the coming fiscal in

his budget speech on Thursday,
Kibria said: "The growth has
been targeted at 6 per cent. Cur-
rent year's growth is being com-
puted and we expect it to be
around the 5.7 per cent.”

Kibria reacted sharply when
asked how many people are
coming under the expanded tax
net. He said newspapers have
misinterpreted the proposal on
making it mandatory for people
owning buildings more than
one storied, motor vehicles and
subscribing telephones. "If you
do not have any income to re-
gg;t, you can state that. It has

n done to bring more people
under the tax net."

NBR Chairman Shah Abdul
Hannan was told to provide the
figure that the new measure
would bring 3/4 lakh people
under the net. “We should have
four million tax payers in the
country. But there only seven
lakh people enlisted as tax-
Fa}fer. of whom only three to
our lakh actually pay tax.," he
added.

Kibria said that people
owning buildings, vehicles and
subscribing telephones are re-
quired to submit tax returmns in
India and Pakistan. He assured
that the rationalisation and
simplification of taxation sys-

tem would not harass anyone.
Rather, it would help people to
pay tax easily.

On the thorny issue of bank
defaulters wriggling their way
out, the Finance Minister said
they are now realising that they
cannot escape. "But [ would not
like to bracket the people
whose indus and business
ran aground with the wilful de-
faulters. We are taking mea-
sures against those who re-
sorted to fraud and cheated the
banks. We have already realised
about Tk 2,000 crore from the
defaulters.”

In this connection, Tofael
Ahmed said the past govern-
ment had patronised its parti-
sans, providing them with
loans liberally that virtually
left the banks reeling under
liquidity crisis. "Go and look at
the banks, you would not find
that our Prime Minister had
made any request for loans for
anyone. The culture of bank
loans for partisans began after
1975.

Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alam-
ir in this connection blasted
ate President Ziaur Rahman

saying "he had introduced this
culture and his good disciple
Saifur Rahman should be
asked to elaborate on the issue.”

However,, his remarks were
interrupted when MD of Rupali
Bank Najmul Huq slum in

his chair and had to be carried
out of the conference venue, ap-

arently suffering heart prob-
ems.

Kibria later said that
Bankruptcy Court and the rele-
vant Act are taking care of the
defaulters. A task force of the
B adesh Bank is also doing
its job in this regard.

ibria, however, came out
heavily on newspapers, one pa-
per in particular which he de-
clined to name, saying it had
misinterpreted the revenue ex-
penditures on Defence and Edu-

Surcharge to alleviate poverty

cation. Rather, education re-
ceived priority on revenue and
development heads with a total
of over Tk 3900 crore alloca-
tion.

Refuting criticisms of the
budget by his predecessor BNP
leader Saifur Rahman that it
lacks transparency, Kibria said
it is "pro-people and transpar-
ent.”

BSS adds: The finance min-
ister said along with accelerat-
ing the growth rate, exceptional
measures have been taken in
1997-98 budget like earmarkihg
allowance for elderly poor peo-
ple, housing plan for the poor,
particularly for working
women, and establishing a sep-
arate bank for generating self-
employment.

e finance minister said
under the programme for pro-
viding allowance to the elderly
people 4.5 lakh senior citizens
would be benefitted. "This
might be a small step but it is
for the first time in Bangladesh
that such a measure for ensur-
ing social security has been
proposed,” he said.

Kibria pointed out that Taka
6430 crore has been earmarked

for direct and indirect expendi- -

ture in the social justice sector.

The finance minister said
the agriculture sector has been
given priority as two-thirds of
the country's population are in-
volved in the sector directly or
indirectly.

He said to encourage invest-
ment in the agriculture sector,
the 1997-98 budget has
an allocation of Taka 1000
crore to be disbursed as
agricultural loan under the su-
gtrvis-ﬂn of the Bangladesh

ank.

The budget has proposed for
setting up an "employment
bank” which would provide as-
sistance to the youths for self-
employment, he told the re-
porters.

—_ QFPHJNB Ph“ti

Pakistan increases defence
spending in new budget

ISLAMABAD, June 13: Pak-
istan's 13.8 billion dollar bud-
et announced today increases
gtfcnce spending and cuts out
an array of duties and taxes
ailmed at improving the ailin
manufacturing sector an
boosting exports, reports AP.

"In this budget we have not
imposed any new taxes,” Fi-
nance Minister Sartaj Aziz said
in his budget speech to Parlia-
ment.

But the biggest expenditure
for Pakistan is the cost of ser-
vicing its mammoth 55 billion
dollars debt.

According to the budget fig-
ures Pakistan will spend nearly
half its budget or 6.2 billion
dollar to service its debt, Pak-
istan is going into 1997-98 with
a deficit of 6.3 per cent of gross
domestic profit which Aziz said
he hopes to reduce to five per
cent.

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif earlier said Pakistan's
debt was crippling the country.

13 dacoits
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Mohammad Hanif, Mintu Paul,
Abu Nayeem, Hassan alias Ras-
sel, Sajjad Ahmed alias Ripon
and Biplob Biswas.

Another team of DB lice
arrested Ahsan Ullah Chowd-
hury alias Hasan from North
Kafrul area and recovered a for-
eign revolver loaded with two
bullets from his possession.

Tejgaon police arrested
seven alleged dacoits from dif-
ferent parts of the city and from
Aminbazar area under Savar
thana early hours of yesterday.

Police recovered 3,000 in
cash, a gold chain and a watch
from their possession.

The arrested are Saber Ali,
Shahid, Siraj, Nayon, Delwar,
Kamal Hossain and Abu Taher.

Police said the arrested per-
sons looted cash and valuables
from a house in Razabazar area
on June 6.

A team of Motijheel police
arrested Mazharul Islam from
Shahjahanpur area and recov-
ered a sawed-off rifle from his
possession last night.

Cultural accord
From Page 1

tion are Pakistan, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Iran, Egypt, Nigeria
and Turkey.

The cultural ministers of the
member countries agreed to

hold next D-8 arts and cultural
festival in Bangladesh.

As proposed by B adesh,
they also agreed to hold annual

ministerial meetings and arts
and cultural festivals on rota-
tional basis.

The Bangladesh State Minis-
ter, in a press conference, de-
scribed Istanbul Declaration as
a milestone in the global cul-
tural arena sa that it would
open a new era of cultural -
eration among 80 crore people
of eight brotherly countries.

Pay scale
From Page 1

ment on Thursday. earmarked
a bloc allocation of Tk 700
crore for meeting the additional
expenses for the pay-hike.

Asked whether the alloca-
tion would be enough for the
pay-hike or additional funds
would be arranged later, the
minister indica that the gov-
ernment would implement the
Pay Commission report gradu-
ally.

{Ie said the government
would thoroughly examine'the
report before its implementa-
tion.

The Pay Commission,
headed by former Cabinet Sec-
retary Mujibul Haq, is expected
to submit its report to the gov-
ernment within a couple of
weeks.

As per the announcement of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
the new pay increase would be
effective from July 1, the begin-
ning of the coming fiscal year.

Shortly after general elections

in February, S launched a

fund raising drive to raise
to pay off the debt.

An outpouring of donations
over two months brought in
nearly 300 million dollar.

As well Pakistan's forei
reserves were climbing steadily
from 300 million dollars to
over 1 billion dollar.

Meanwhile, Aziz said the

overnment will raise revenue
y reducing smuggling, and
putting more people on the tax
rolls.

Tax revenue is estimated at
7.9 billion dollar according to
budget figures, up 11.1 per cent
over last year.

"Revenue from taxes does not
increase with increases in tax-
ation,” said Aziz.

MCCI, DCCI
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two years ago, it said.
The chamber said in a press
release no incentive has been
provided for the export indus-
tries, although the finance min-
ister described the export sector
as the engine of economic de-
velopment. Agro-based indus-
tries having large domestic and
export potential have also been

ncq%cted. it added.

e extra allocation of Tk
700 crore for implementing new
pay-scales will increase infla-
tionary pressure as the budget
has no proposal for cost reduc-
tion, reduci the size of gov-

ernment and making it effec-
tive and efficient. e alloca-
tion also a to be underes-

timated, the DCCI said.

About infrastructure sur-
charge, the chamber said it
would be a serious blow to in-
dustries as the surcharge was
imposed on all imports, includ-
ing industrial raw materials,
and also on finished goods.

Imposition of new taxes on
mineral products, raw cotton,
cotton waste, textile aircondi-
tioners and textile machinery
is a serious disincentive for the
growth of this very potential
sector, it noted. "All industrial
raw materials must be excluded
from infrastructure surcharge
and locally produced industrial
products should also be ex-
cluded from this list.”

All industries having ma-
chinery worth less than Tk 25
lakh must not come under VAT.
Turnover tax should be im-
posed on industries of such
small sizes, the DCCI said.

DUCSU

From Page 1
recommendations made by a
probe committee formed to in-
vestigate the killing of a JCD
leader in Bangabandhu Sheikh
Edﬁlﬁ%l;r Rahﬂajlcgall report-

a rv up on
Mﬂ.?:ch 13 this year. i

The committee said that the
absence of the hall unions and
the DUCSU body was one of the
major causes of violence in the
university.

But the Vice Chancellor did
not dissolve the DUCSU com-
mittee so far in the face of JCD
opposition thou all other
student organisations includ-

ing Bangl h Chhatra League
{%u. student wing of the rul-

ing Awami League, hailed the
decision.

JCD said that the atmo-
sphere of the university at pre-
sent was not favourable for
holding DUCSU election. JCD
leaders said that the activists of
their organisations were not be-
ing allowed to move freely at
the BCL dominated halls.

Since then, the VC called
several meetings of the
Paribesh Parishad, a forum of
the student leaders and the uni-
versity authorities for dis-
cussing the law and order on the

Eﬂ?‘..
t JCD tted the last
two . h‘g'mﬂhlch the VC

could not take any decision re-
garding DUCSU election and
other issues.



