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FP programme progressing at
snail's pace in Moulvibazar

MOULVIBAZAR, June I&
The Family Planning (FP) pro-
gramme in Moulvibazar district
is progressing at snail's pace.

According to the official
records of the district Family
Planning Department, about 38
per cent of fertile couples still
now are not affiliated with the
programme. Unofficial infor-
mation shows real percentage
in this regard is much more
higher than that of official fig-
ures. It was also observed that
the achievement of the Family
Planning programme by the
different non-government or-
ganisations (NGOs) are satisfac-
tn?l though they are working in
a few specific areas of the dis-
trict.

A total of 137314 fertile
couples, out of 207178 were
brought under the Family
Planning programme in six
thanas of the district till April
of this year from its inception.
The target achieved in this pe-
riod stands at 62.40 per cent.

The statistical record shows,
Kulaura thana of the district is
in top position of achievement
where 62.90 per cent of fertile
couples are active users of Fam-
ily Planing methods. The posi-
tion of Kamalgonj thana is on
the bottom of the list where
61.90 per cent fertile couples are
active users of different meth-
ods. The position of other
thanas of the district are —
Moulvibazar sadar 62.00 per
cent., Srimongal 62.20 per cent,
Baralekha 62.60 per cent and
Rajnagar 62.70 per cent.

The official source explains,
24648 fertile couples have been
brought under the FP pro-

ramme against the target of
9650 couples in Srimongal
thana, 2{]588 couples against
the target of 32758 in Bar-
alekha thana, 21595 couples
ainst the target of 43,833 in
oulvibazar sadar thana,
33095 couples against the target
of 52,620 in Kulaura thana,
16,674 couples against the tar-
get of 26,579 in Rajnagar thana
and 20,794 fertile couples have
been brought under the FP pro-
ramme against the target of
3,612 in 1alganj thana.

All the above mentioned fig-
ures were recorded from the
very inception of the pro-
gramme till April 1997,

It has been observed, the
Family Planning (FP) depart-
ment in Moulvibazar district
has failed to achieve its yearly
target though the department is
a well organised with adequate
manpower,

According to the official
statistics of the district Family
Planning department, in 1994-
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95 they had achieved 59 per cent
of their target. Then a total of
1,22,360 fertile couples out of
2,07,178 were t under the
FP programme. In 1993-94,
their achievement was 68 per
cent of the target and 57,415 fer-
tile couples had been brought
under the FP programme.

On the other hand the per-
formance of Non-Governmen-
tal Organisations (NGOs) who
are also working in this field
are better than that of the gov-
ernment department.

However, the official statis-
tics shows, contraceptive pills
appear to be the most popula-
tion method among the fertile
mothers. The number of con-
traceptive pill users are 78,712,
birth control injections are in
2nd position of the list of popu-
larity. The number of injection
users are 22,939. Besides this,
16,898 individuals are using
condoms, 8,057 individuals are
using Coper-T.

e source added that, 8,916
female individuals and 1,766
male individuals were steril-
ized and another 26 individuals
were received Norplant method
during the said period.

However, service to the peo-
ple from the Family Planing
department in Maulvibazar are
beyond satisfacturl}n The de-
partment is well-organised
with sufficient number of man-
power. The district Family
Planning department is led by a
Deputy Director. The Deputy
Director is assisted by two As-
sistant Directors. A Thana
Family Planningr Officer (TFPO)
an Assistant Thana Family
Planning Officer (ATFPO) and a
Senior Visitor are working at
the thana Family Planning of-
fices. Besides this, Medical As-
sistants, Family Planning Visi-
tors (FPV), Family Planning In-
spectors (FPI) and Family Wel-
fare Assistants are also work-
ing at union level. In Moul-
vibazar district, there are 36
union-based Family Welfare
Centres (FWC) out of 67 unions.
Medical Assistants (Diploma
Physicians) and Family Plan-
ning Visitors (FPV) are working
at every FWC from where people
in general can get outdoor ser-
vice relating to FP and mater-
nity matters.

Negligence in duty of field
staffs like FWA, FPI, FPV and
Medical Assistants is a com-
mon feature — alleged the con-
cerned le. It has also been
observed that this important
;:ctur at a!ﬁ[nuﬂl&?hmr district

as been alle run non-
technical sta& TEPD, A at
thana level and FPI and FWA at
village level are non-technical
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News snaps

One falls from tree, dies
TANGAIL, June 13: One Mohar Ali, 14, of village Biswas
Betka slipped and fell from a blackberry tree on June 4 and died
on the spot, reports BSS. |

The incident occurred when the victim, a weldin

factory

» worker, had climbed up a tree to pick blackberry and fell down.
He died on the spot, his family source said.

Newly-built temple opens

NARAYANGANJ, June 13: State Minister for Land Alha

persons by profession. Even
some cases of Deputy Director
and Assistant Directors at dis-
trict level are non-technical
hands. A very few posts of Med-
ical Officers at district level,
Medical Assistanis and FPVs at
union level are only technical
persons in this big and impor-
tant department. At thana level
management of the department
have no technical sonality.

The posts of A are re-
served for women and they are
the main force of the Family
Planning department who are
directly involved with the peo-

le. They motivate people and

rln%them into the programme
of FP. Activities o As are
supervised by the FPI who are
also non-technical by profes-
sion. More than three FWA are
wurkin%PundEr the supervision
of one FPI. These FPI are liable
to TFPO accordingly.

It is gathered that FWA — the
field level workers of FP de-
partment are always busy to
satisfy the need of their con-
trolling officials like FPI and
TFPO. If the FWA do it success-
fully they could manage their
duty. As a result, most of the
FWAs and FPIs allegedly do not
perform their duties regularly.
There are so many allegations
made by the concerned people.
FWAs attend fields twice a
week. The source further added.
that — FWAs and FPls always
prepare their register book up-
dated with false statements.

On the other hand, necess
medicines have been allocat
to union-based FWCs from
thana FP office. The thana FP
offices are entitled to bear the
transportation cost of medicine
from thana FP office to FWCs.
But it is alleged, the thana FP
office never give the transporta-
tion cost to FWCs. As a result,
In-charge of FWCs has to bear
the cost from their own pocket
though the vouchers and regis-
ter books duly maintained in
this regard, it was alleged.

When asked about the matter
to the sadar thana FP Office.
they denied the allegations and
showed
vouchers. On the issue of i -
larity in the duty of FWAs, FPIs
and Medical Assistants, an of-
ficial of district FP Office de-
nied the facts and added that
the field staffers are directed to
submit their work schedule of
next months within 25th of
previous months. He claimed,
due to this rule the scope of neg-
ligency in duty by field staffers
have been overcome.

The people have urged the
authorities concerned to take
necessary steps,

Rased Mosharraf has said Bangladesh is a land of commun
harmony and the present government firmly believes in peace-
ful co-existence of all the religious communities of the country,
reports UNB.

The minister was speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the
ncwiy-huilt temple of Sree Sree Loknath Brammachari as the
chief guest on Monday at Galachipa village here. Local MPs S M
Akram and A K M Shamim Osman were present. Marking the
auspicious moment, a discussion meeting was held at the tem-
ple premises presided over by Dr Karunamay Goswami. Among
others, Prof Durgadas Bhattacharya and student leader Pankaj
Devnath spoke on the occasion.

FEP progressing in Rangpur
RANGPUR., June 13 The Food for Education Programme
(FEP) is gnin%gg in full swing in eight thanas of Rangpur dis-
trict, reports ;
The Education Department under the programme has dis-
:;rihutnd 4.341.653 metric tonnes rice from July '96 to March 97
ast.

According to Rangpur Education Department sources, at
least 53364 students of 383 primary schools of ur, Pir-
g&u&j. Pirgachha, Gangachhara, Mithapukur, Kaunia, Badarganj
and Taraganj thanas will be benefited.

One held for possessing heroin

RAJSHAHI, June 13: Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) personnel of
35 Rifle Battalion seized 750 grams of heroin from a passenger
bus near Bidirpur check post at the battalion area recently, re-
ports BSS.

Two persons were nabbed in this connection. They are, Md
Mirauddin, 55, son of Md Jabed Ali of village Matikata and Md
Safiqul Islam, 22, son of Azhar Ali of village Achuya under
Godagari thana of Rajshahi district. The seized drug was de-
posited at Narcotics Control Department, Rajshahi and the ar-
rested persons were handed over to God police station. A
case was lodged with Godagari thana in this connection.

Contrabands worth Tk 7 lakh seized

COMILLA, June 1% esh Rifles (BDR) recently seized
contrabands worth about a seven lakhs from Kosba and

Ballavpur areas in two drives, reports BSS.
sources said. acting on a tip-off, they seized a car
from Ballavpur area and 754 of Indian sarees

worth about Taka six lakh. In another drive. the BDR personnel
recovered 99 bottles of phensidyl syrupand?m‘jamﬁafﬂm*
cles worth about Taka one lakh from Kordabad area under
Kosba thana None was, however arrested in this connection.

June 7 observed in Khulna

KHULNA. June 1& The historic June 7 was observed here in a
befitting manner commemor the six-point demand for the
autonomy of the then East stan now independent

Bangladesh and su sacrifice of many people to realise the
demands L&Bﬂm

Several programmes including hoisting of national and
party flags, placing wreaths at Bangabandhu's portrait and dis-
cussion meeting were taken to mark the day Khulna cit
Awami arT a discussion meeting in the party ol-
fice. City President te Manzurul Islam presided over the
meeting. State Minister for Relief and Disaster Management
Talukdar M Abdul Khaleq was the chief guest.

Call to help implement uplift works
BAGERHAT, June 1% The Minister of State for Relief and
Disaster Management, Talukder Abdul Khaleque visited
WAPDA embankment and sluice gate at Faila area under Ram-
pal thana of hat district on Saturday, reports BSS.
Speaking on the occasion he said the present government
will take stern action against those who will try to create hin-
drance in implementing development programmes. He called
upon the le irrespective of political opinion to help imple-
ment development programmes in their respective areas.

at IU

From IU Correspondent

[SLAMIC UNIVERSITY (Kus-
htia), June 13 : Fresh tension
has been prevailing on the
[slamic University (IU) campus
and its adjoining areas follow-
ing an attack on a students’
mess by some unidentified
armed persons at night
on Tuesday.

About 12 armed persons
wearing masks attacked Abdul
Malek's mess, at Sheikhpara
near the campus. They threat-
ened the inmates of the mess to
leave the mess immediately.
They also beat up the students
and ransacked their rooms at
about 11:30 pm.

The masked armed men
came in two groups. One group
was guarding outside the mess
and the other group entered into
the mess. They tried to kidna
one Faruk Ahmed, a newl a.cP
mitted student of the Islamic
University. But the attackers
reireated as local people chased
them.

Following the incident, a
tense situation has been pre-
vailing on the campus. Both the
activists of Bangladesh Chha-
tra League [S-P) and Islami
Chhatra Shibir got prepared to
face any untoward situation.

The IU authorities posted
more than one hundred extra
policemen on the campus to
quell any emergency situation
in future.

Meanwhile, the residential
students of the varsity erected
barricades on Kushtia-Khulna
highway Wednesday afternoon
in protest against centinuous
loadshedding on the campus
for the last few days. The block-
ade continued for half an hour
resulting in a serious traffic
jam on the highway.

Dharla erosion
renders 1,200
families homeless

KURIGRAM. June 13: Some
1,200 families in five villages of
sadar thana have lost their
homesteads due to unabated
ﬂ'}uﬂ by the river Dhﬁr;laﬂ in

ew months, n:Lmrtl :

Witnesses said vﬂhﬁs —
Krishnapur, Nidhiram, ch-

hamat, Malbhanga, Charsitai-
jhhar and Panchgachhi — were
on the verge of collapse as the
river erosion took an alarming
turn with the sharp rise of its
water level this month.

The flood protection em- -

bankment of Power Develop-
ment Board and the sluice gate
built in Bhatlar area at a cost of
Tk 59 lakh have also been
threatened by the river
Meanwhile, a vast tract of
land in the thana went into the
of the river.
homeless families have
taken shelter on the embank-
ment and parsing the days un-

der open

Local leaders urged the :
ernment to take immediate
steps to rehabilitate the home-

. less people
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THE SKY’S THE LIMIT
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