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Budgetary Thrusts

The backdrop against which the budgetary

exer-
cise for fiscal 1997-1998 was undertaken needs to
be briefly described at the outset for the sake of a
critical appreciation of the directional thrusts en-

it. The positive outcome of the present
last ten months in office has had
our major elements: the nutfuing ear yielded a
growth rate of 5.7 per cent in place of 5.3 per cent of
the last fiscal; agriculture sector grew by six per-
cent topping last year's 3.5 per cent by an evidently
large margin; the external current account deficit
was three per cent of the GDP in contrast to five per
cent in the 96-97 financial year; revenue earnings
were estimated at 15 per cent higher than those
recorded during the foregoing financial year; and
last but not the least, inflation could be contained
at around four per cent .

The negative aspects of economic performance
included: (a) industrial sector grew sluggishly at 5.7
per cent markedly out of character with the aver-
age growth rate of 12 to 13 per cent recorded over
the years; (b) the forex reserve was estimated to be
around $ 1.8 billion; (¢) new pay scales called for
mobilising an additional sum of Taka 16 billion or
thereabouts in a context where the governments
borrowing from the banking sector was estimated
to be as high as Taka 13 billion.

The new budget accords importance to agricul-
ture as the mainstay for atttaining higher growth
figures by proposing increased revenue and ADP
aﬁm:atiuns amounting to Taka 843.03 crore, Taka
1000 crore as crop loan and Taka 130 crore for the
fisheries and livestock sector. The agricultural
subsidisation is to continue . The industrial sector
is sought to be revamped by a growth in the small
and cottage industries sector and a protective
umbrella spread over industries through some
fiscal measures.

The budget does not specifically address the
question of efficiently dealing with the losing
SOEs except to catalogue some steps to recover out-
standing loans in the public and private sectors.
While 61 public sector industries were targetted for
privatisation, the measure of success was not even
one-third , yet 65 new units have been taken on for
divestiture in 1997-98.

The budget sounds quite elaborate on infrastruc-
ture development, upgradation of environment
and human resources development. There is a wel-
come tilt towards knowledge-based development
but the allocation for scientific research is a paltry
Taka 12 crore. The special programmes for poverty
alleviation of the most vulnerable groups are in-
novative elements of the budget no doubt; but the
funds have to be very carefully utilised to avoid
squandering.

Strapped for cash, the budget has gone for
spreading the tax net far and wide. Quite a number
u? consumer items will sell dear. However, invest-
ment is likely to pick up from a reduction in corpo-
rate taxes and other tiscal waivers, specially the
removal .of discriminatory taxation between the

visaged by
Fuvernment's

non-resident Bangladeshis and those domiciled in {

Bangladesh. - e

The incentives being proposed to rapid mass
transport system and a taxi cab service in the
metropolis as opposed to discouragement of import
of the polluting two-stroke three wheelers are wel-

Regulaﬁng Pathology Tests

Complaints against the country's J::rivate patho-
logical laboratories, until now muted, are going to
be louder this time. This is not because the Popula-
tion Council, a New York-based international or-
ganisation, has come up with any sensational rev-
elation but because its findings have confirmed all
the allegations earlier aired in the country against
the city’s testing facilities — ones that are supposed
to be at the forefront among their kinds in the
country. What people generally know need to be
vindicated by competent authorities.

Poor quality work of several pathology centres
as established by the Population Council's study
has frustrated the very objective of allowing them
to be established in the private sector. Instead of
being competitive in quality and service charges,
most of the testing centres are resorting to manipu-
lative means to stay in the business. The pathology
centres often rely on what is known as contact
physicians for collecting patients. In exchange, the
medical practitioners receive from a low 20 per
cent to a high 50 per cent commission on each re-
ferred case of testing. The commission comes from
the extra higher charge realised from the cus-
tomers. Without calling into question the ethical
ground of such practices, it exposes the flaws in
pure business terms. The patients are not getting
their money 's worth.

To judge the aberration from the medical point
of view, we can easily realise how dam the re-
sults of unreliable pathological tests can prove to
be. Evidently, testing laboratories are demandin
a higher charge for services that can at times lea
to the concerned patients' undue hardship, further
complications of diseases or even death. No gov-
ernment can allow this to happen. There is a need
for enforcing strict regulations for the pathologi-
cal laboratories.

Cyclone Shelter

A project called Ashrayan (sheltering) has been
thought of and launched at the personal initiative
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The aim is to
provide the landless people of the coastal areas
with barrack-type houses that might withstand the
onslaughts of cyclones and storms. One such house
will accommodate 10 families, each of which will
have a room and two varandas to live in and one
tubewell, four toilets and two bathrooms to share.

The merit of the housing project is beyond ques-
tion because in the cyclone-prone coastal area tak-
ing frequent batterings from the nature's fury, the
government has to spend quite an amount on a
piece-meal or lump basis after each onslaught. The
accumulated cost might be more than that incurred
in constructing such houses that are expected to
last for a long time. Then its other benefits too are
going to be substantial as people will not be wor-
ried about their shelter both in normal times and
in natural calamities, so that they would be able to
concentrate on income-generation.

The prime minister has handed over the first
house of its kind to 10 families in St Martin's
Island and has assured that other cyclone-hit
areas too will be brought under the scheme. The
construction materials used in the houses must not

be of low quality by any means. Greedy contractors
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HE demise of c old war

brought in its wake gre-

at intellectual debates
whether it had been Francis
Fukuyama's 'end of the history’
or Samuel Huntingtun‘s ‘clas
of the civilizations' or for that
matter the myriad u:iher
sharply contested perspectives
on E:Ece and conflicts. The
prophecy of none of their
dictums however lasted long.
The disintegration of Soviet
empire, the collapse of
Communism and technological
revolutions have not necessar-
ily led to the end of the history
with an absolute triumph of
western values and an uninter-
rupted regime of peace. On the
contr it has rather marked
a return of history in the form
of age old clashes over identity
among individuals. groups and
nations which resurges with
full fury. The technological
change has had mixed effect at
the best. It had made the econ-
omy global but politics more
parochial with the chances of
the clashes of interests en-
hanced. It has globalized com-
munications but instead of cre-
ating a global village as Mar-
shal McLuhan predicted it has
created global villages.

With the State sovereignty
eroded through global interde-
pendence the political efficacy
and legitimacy of the govern-
ments have become far less as-
sured now. Many groups have
had their sense of identity and
feeling of community chal-
lenged by economic disloca-
tions rcsultiglg from the ebb and
flow of global economy as well
as the collapse of communism.
They have obviously become
susceptible to parochial politi-
cal appeals. But the result has
not been a classical clash be-
tween Toynbee's 'world civi-
lizations' as Huntington has ar-
gued. He is correct that the com-
peting identities are major
sources of conflict after the cold
war but he captures only one
dimension or level of analysis
of clashing identities. In fact,

Q. "we" have violated 60
women and disfeatured
16 innocuous faces b

acid in "one"” month.
Seven of 60 unfortunate victims
were also murdered. The acid-
burn receivers, however, survi-
ved only to spend the rest of
their lives with deep mental
anguish. Supposedly not much
of concern to "us" who did it and
who allowed it to happen.

These figures were docu-
mented by Ain-O-Shalish
Kendra, a non-government hu-
man rights and legal aid organ-
isation, based on the published
news items in nine different.
dailies. And reports came in the
newspapers recently, paraly-
sing the pulse of the sane
faction of the society. The feel-
ing was not of anger, but of
sickness. And it becomes more
intense when a member of the
law enforcing agency is identi-
fied as one of the offenders.

This number of the rape vic-
tims should be enough to raise
questions on our morality —
both at individual and national
levels — but it doesn't seem to be
understood at any tiers of the
society. It is, possibly, these
days people are failing to draw
the correct line between 'moral-
ity' and 'immorality’. On the
other hand, the actual number
of victims of male's unfriendly
lasciviousness would be hair-
raising, because it is never re-

' ber of female
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Conflicts after the Cold War

by Brig (Retd) M Abdul Hafiz
e — '_ —_— '“'. . .
The regional balance of power conflict like the Persian Gulf wars with wide and lasting regional implication are

more probable than a war with _ .

: t . The
there are more clashes among  she is not in a steep relative de- can have global implication.  traditional boundaries
competing identities within a cline. On the other hand she However the r of formerY via waa}s_a cn;m—

and civilization and they are  still enjoys command over all wer conflict like the Persian try with six nationalities, lour

ased more on 'narcissism of
small differences' — the ten-
dency to focus on the 10 per cent
which is dissimilar instead of
90 per cent that is similar. We
see these differences exagger-
ated by the combatants in So-
malia, Northern Ireland and
elsewhere although they bclnnﬁ
to same grand civilization an
are by numerous threads
of civilizational links.
Nevertheless, through much
of the history the conlilict has
been the norm rather than ex-

ception in relation among the
nations. For last half a mil-
lennium there have been wars
among the great powers for 60
per cent of the years since 1500
AD. Even if it does not conform
either to traditional pattern or
the pattern predicted b, the
sponsors of the great debates
the conflicts rage unabated and
at nlaces they have escalated
and intensified. The hegemonic
wars in the past has been most
devastating in their physical ef-
fect and had the strongest im-

act on international system.
}l)'h:uc' wars, and the efforts to

revent their recurrence, reflect
Eoth continuity and change in
the causes of the war in the post
cold war period. Although the
conflict among the
is the most important, they are
least likely to take place at least
in the present milieu.

The existing balance and na-
ture of power indicate that the
most d rous kind of conflict
— a direct hegemonic clash —
among two or more of the five
major power centers of the
United States, Russia, China,
Europe and Japan is very un-
likely. There is no temptation
for the United States to overre-
act to the rising powers because

great powers

key dimensions of power. Also
the rising s, on their part,
have fewer incentive for terri-
torial acquisition through ag-
gression because in the present
context, the road to prestige,
power and success lies in high
technology and human capital.
Even more important than this
is that three u{} the leading
and USA — consist of demo-
cratic states that are allied with
each other and they largely
share the same view of the
world order. Notwithstanding
certain areas of frictions
shared values, stable expecta-
tions, and interlocking institu-
tions have become so powerful
among these three power cen-
ters that wars among them are

hlg'h improbable, if not impos-
sible.

are however snags
with regard to Russia and China

and both of which in time long
and uncertain process of tran-
sitions with profound implica-
tions for international security.
However the cooperative
relationship between Russia
and new security architecture
emerging in Europe as well as
West's of constructive en-
ghag:mcnt with China — some-
thing in line with concept of
Europe in 19th Century — has so
far proved to be conducive to
global security.

A more likely and near-term
risk than the great power con-
flicts is that of aspiring re-
gional hegemons attempting to
acquire nuclear arsenal and
establish regional hegemony.
The wars initiated by these re-
gional powers can draw in the
great powers either to oppose
the former or as her allies. In
both such events the conflict

ulf wars with wide and lasting
regional implication are more
probable than a war with global
implication. They are less
likely than in the t to cat-
alyze the direct military clash
between the great powers as the
developments in the Balkans
did during both the World wars.
On the contrary the ethno-
communal conflicts scattered
around the world and often tak-
ing place within the states are
the most dominant form of con-
flict after the cold war. Al-
though this kind of conflict is
not unique for the post cold war
period but the time, due to the
combination of many allied
factors, seems to be ripe for an
ethnic explosion. The post-1945
period has already witnessed a
rapid decline on 'traditional’

interstate conflicts, and a com- .

able rise in the internal

. civil wars, anti colonial
wars, ethnic-religious conflict,
war over regime legitimacy and
other repressive system and
wars of territorial fl::fmen -
tion (secession, fai states
etc). This trend appears to be
holding and out of these cate-
ories ethno-communal con-
icts are the most likely kihd
of post-cold war conflict and
have already proved to be the
most frequent. This is not
without a reason. Less than ten
per cent of the 180 states in to-
day's world are ethnically ho-
mogenous. Only half have one
ethnic group that accounts for
as much as 75 per cent of their
population. Africa in cular
is a continent of a thousand
ethnic, tribal and linguistic
groups squeezed into some fort
old states, many of them wit
borders determined by colonial
powers with little regards to

languages, three religions and
twnlg alphabets. As ng:r:sult of
such d?l unctures between bor-
ders people there have been
some thirty ethno-communal
conflicts since the end of the
cold war, many of them still
ongoing. The most likely scenes
of these conflicts are the region
of collapsed empire — rise oi the
Soviet Union. Africa and multi
ethnic large states as ip South-
Asia. They are not a new phe-
nomenon but are occurring or
recurring nédw and threaten
many more places where an es-
tablished order has collapsed or
there is an economic disloca-
tion.
The ethnic conflicts offen
arise in states undergoing a le-
timacy crisis. Because estab-
ished mechanisms for mediat-
ing such conflicts also breaks
down in those countries. Sec-
ondly, those who aspire to at-
tain within delegitimised
states are tempted to appeal to
ethnic or other identities as a
means of establishing a new
claim to legitimacy. It is thus
not surprising that many eth-
nic conflicts have arisen within
former Soviet empire where the
identity crises are the sharpest
and have multiple roots in the
collapse of communist govern-
ment, the economic dislocation
of individuals and re-emergence
of ethnic identities long
suppressed or mediated by the
Communist regimes. The other
categories suac&ptiblt to ethno-
communal conflicts include so
called 'failed states' lacking a
strong central government like
in Afghanistan. They include
also countries like Somalia and
many others in African where
politico-economic develop-
ments undermine already

Scars of Insanity on Our Souls

by Ekram Kabir

Now, words like 'equality’ and 'empowerment’ are just dull rhetorics when violation and insecuﬁ'ty of women
and girls have almost become order of the day

ported by the media and always
go unnoticed. For, on the girls’
or women's part, being raped
will make them social outcasts,
there's a "lot" out there who
don't even tell anybody that
they have been violated.

e country representative
of Oxfam-Bangladesh, Tahera
Yasmeen, told at a recent work-
shop that she met quite a num-
ent workers
in the city who were physically
dishonoured more than once
but had to keep silent about it,
because they didn't want to sac-
rifice their jobs which are con-
trolled by a section of male-
dominated management struc-
ture in the factories. Many
would argue these sexual as-
saults are taking place because
women now draw quick atten-
tion coming out of their home-
premises as labour forces. Yes,
there are more working wornen
seen in the street now than in
the past. But this does not qual-
ify in any way that they will be
"forced" to become sex partners
of the male members of the
workplaces or the society.

Does this bigotry-situation
implies to which way our soci-

ely is drifting? Well, take the

four-year-old kid who was
raped on May 25 as an eye-
opener incident. This minor

irl was found unconscious at

istillery Road under Sutrapur
thana at around 9 pm. The po-
lice, quoting the local people,
later said the girl came from
Keraniganj to visit her uncle's
house and was raped in Dhbup-
khaola:- Matth which is nearby,
Words like 'equality’, 'discrimi-
natioh’, "ém Poent ete:, are
dull rhetorics if this feat is
taken into account. Can "we”
claim ourselves as human be-
ings after all this?

Sociologists and psycholo-
gists may churn out many theo-
ries about it; and in fact, they
should if they feel that it's time
to stop the plight of our moral
degradation. If a conscious per-
son is asked to define a bottom
line in this regard. s/he will
definitely come up with the
simple reply that "as a society,
we have not yet learnt to respect
our womenfolk”. Well, there are
people who represent the sane
section of the society. But they
come into the scene only when
an act of insanity has already
taken place. When Yasmeen

-
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Weekly holiday

Sir. With the declaration of
Friday and Saturday as holi-
days, Bangladesh is now a
member of the elite club of the
developed world having 5 work-
ing days. The initial debate was
whether we should change our
weekly holidays from Thursday
half and Friday full to Saturday
and Sunday. There was hardly
any discussion on Fridays and
Saturdays as holidays as there
was no justification.

In this fag end of the 20th
century. When the world is con-
stantly moving towards ex-
treme competitiveness, we must
weigh our decision very care-
fully and be satisfied that we do
not lose our competitiveness at
any cost. In fact, we have to take
bold steps, which might not be
popular, to increase our com-
petitiveness.

The developed and the devel-
oping countries in the East such
as rea, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Singapore etc., have much more
difference in time with Europe
and USA than us, yet they have
managed to do better trade than
us. The difference in time is a
Egugraphical reality and cannot

a yardstick of measurement
for our weekly holidays. What
we have to consider is the uni-
formity of our weekends and
our {r partners' weekends

ading
. so0 that no time is wasted due to

different weekends.

In the context of Bangladesh,

Friday as holiday bears an ad-

ditional burden as we are closed
when the rest of the world is
working and followed by Friday
are the weekly holidays of Sat-

urday and Sunday of the trad-
ing partners of Bangladesh,

Therefore, three days are lost
and this is the crux of our prob-
lem. Can we afford this luxu
or should we be prudent and ot-
fer more access to our market?
There is hardly any doubt about
the precarious state of our
economy and instead of a
pragmatic decision like
declaring Saturday and Sunday
as weekly holidays, we get a
shock therapy — Friday and
Saturday as weekly holidays?
Who will be benefited from

this? :
It is an impossibility to find

_J government employees in their

chair during working hours —
either they are in a meeting,
sick or nobody knows where
they are! On Thursdays, th
leave office before 12 O'cloc
noon and on working days
hardly anybody comes at 8 am
or leaves office at 2 pm. The
traditional motto has been and
still is "late to arrive, early to
leave.”

With the changed office
timings and weekly holiday,
what can we expect? The gov-
ernment servants will now
have less time to devote to their
private business, buying
apartment etc., and while work-
ing hours will continue to re-
main till 5 pm, officials will
pmmﬁﬂy leave office by 2 pm /3
pm. How will productivity in-
crease?

The huge number of cases
pending at the various courts
and the recent deliberation of
the President of the country to
the lawyers is a testimony of
our productivity and added to
this is the star attraction "Fri-

day and Saturday hulldai{s“ -
e

There will always be people to
welcome it, but at what cost?

It takes very little effort or
thinking to make a mistake but
to admit it and make due
amends to uphold the greater
interest of the country needs
courage and sincerity. [ am sure
there will be no dearth of these
qualities in the government
and amendments will soon be
made declaring Saturday and
Sunday as weekly holidays.

L A Ahmed
Shantinagar, Dhaka

Two-day holiday

Sir, Two-day holiday is be-
ing observed in most of the
courntries in the world. It is also
observed in the neighbouring
country. It gives the govern-
ment servants better rest with-
out reducing working hours. In
fact, working hours have in-
creased by one and a half hour
in the new ement, 2 (two)
days holiday should be retained
on Friday and Saturday. Friday
as working day will- not be ac-
ceptable to the majority of the
people. Such a move will create
unnecessary turmoil in the so-

ciety. i
I¥the government decides to

revert to one-day holiday, then
Friday should be the one as it
was before. Bangladesh should
not follow Nawaz Sharif in this
regard. This has been an un-
popular move there.

It is not true that interna-
tional trade suffers because of
holiday on Friday. No export,
no import, no remittance
{1ncnmin§ or outgoing) was ever
disrupted as a result of Friday.
There is not a single proof in
this regard. Trade adg'iusts with
holiday as people adjust with
Railway or Air timing. It is
simply a propaganda that 3
ghree days are lost due to Fri-

ay.

The United States' or the
Gulf countries' trade never suf-
fered due to Friday. Bilas for
Sunday and against Friday is
due to ignorance or allergy
against Islam. Friday helps

uslims to offer juma prayer in
a better way as Sunday does it

- for Christians. .
Abu Faisal
Dhaka.
Worldly wise

Sir, A front-page story in
most of local papers recently
about a Kashmiri , who was
allegedly arrested by Indian
troops for celebrating Pakistan
cricket team's victory over In-
dia in Madras during the Inde-
pendence Cricket tournament,
was found dead on a Saturday
in a lake, is an eye-opener for
those who support so-called
"secularism”.

These days, regional coop-
eration, particularly transit
and trade, has been the buz-
zword in our nation's media. If
trade with India under the pre-
sent conditions is agreed, we

would be fulfilling the old New

Delhi dream of making into an
Indian outlet. Some people in
neighbouring countries looking
only for solution of economic
problems through free trade
with India. They are living in
fool's paradise and must see
past and present record of trade
exchanges between India and its
neighbo _countries, includ-
ing adesh,

Md Abu Zafar
House No. 139-A,

died after being violated, people
went violent and took action in
their own way; and when Seema
Chowdhury died at the "safe
custody” in the same manner,
there were uproars from the ac-
tivists and some actions were
taken by the lawyers.
Then again, when eve
was busy protesting and asking
for justice of Seema’'s death in
olice custody, another
endish inctdent was almost
%Dillg unnoticed until the Daily
ttefaq of February 21, 1997 re-
ported it. The report said Sufia
Begum was lying on the floor in
severe frph}rsical pain with
handcuffs on in a ward of Bar-
na Hospital. Before that on
ebruary 13, according to the
report, she was taken to the safe
custody of Barguna police. The
n;:_purt urther said that a group
of terrorists beat her by un-
dressing her, and later they
pushed marbles into her private
n. What ha ed just be-
ore this beastly act is any-
body's guess. The OC of the po-

lice, however, was suspended in .

this regard. But it was only after

the newspaper report everybody
could come to know about it,
and the home minister ordered
to transfer Sufia to Barisal
Medical College Hospital. It can
be mentioned here that she was
the defendant in a case.

And later. three human
rights o isations filed a writ
petition_challenging the con-
tinuing pra
women and . cues
tody'm w » the -
Court iahm E‘l'h! nisi on tgc
ﬁvemment on February 24.

e High Court directed the
government to show cause as to
why Sufia should not be
brought before this court so that
it may satisfy itself that she
was not being held in custody
without lawful authority or in
an unlawful manner. The result
of this rule nisi, however, could
not be known to the people and
faded away from our memory,
possibly, due to our fickleness.

What everybody seems to
have missed here is the inhu-
man act of those terrorists.
There seems to be nobody to
protest what "we" are doing to

weakened central authority.
The ethno-communal conflict
also result from tribalism,
ethno nationalism, radical
fundamentalism. scarce re-
sources and real or ved
inequities the syndrome of
which are writ | across the
world with a little exception
here and there!

Although few communal
conflict by themselves threaten
security nd their regions,
many im risks of "horizon-
tal' escalation, or the spread to
wider geographic on. This
can ha through the in-
volvement of affiliated ethnic
groups that spread across bor-
ders. the sudden flood of
refugees into neighboring
states, or the use of neighbour-
ing territories to ship wea
to combatants. The use of eth-
nic propaganda can also raise
the risk of 'vertical’ escalation
to more intense violence, more
sophisticated and destructive
weapons, and harsher attacks
on civilian lations as well
as military nnel involved.
There is also the danger that
communal conflict can become
meore numerous if the concerned
agencies lose the credibility.
willingness and cap]-_‘nhillt
necessary to deal with suc
conflicts. On the other hand an
emotional, virulent nature of
these conflicts can result in
massive humanitarian crises
and human right abuses and
even a tendency to genocide as
witnessed recently in Rwanda,
Bosnia and Somalia. The com-
munal conflict over competing
identities, territorial claims
and political institution are of
course not unique to the modemn
era. What has however defi-
nitely changed is the complex
interplay of transnational, na-
Ucmg’. and sub-national identi-
ties with rapid and far reaching
social, technological and eco-
nomic changes. This potent mix
can spark latent tensions into
sudden conflicts because of in-
stantaneous communications.

our mothers, sisters and
daughters!

At the state level, the admin-
istration has failed to ensure
"social security” for the women
of this country. Where do the
acid-throwers get the stuff
from? And why is it so easily
available? There must be some
loopholes in the sales-ethics
ma lﬁlgmacids available (may
be, unknowingly but it is hap-
pening) to the rejected lovers
who are completely irrational.
When the country's existing
laws cannot stand as resistance
to all this madness and insan-

ce taking ity, then living as women and
gibiiﬂ Mn& &y Eﬂ%as develo t part-
ners

remain disheartening
as ever, thereby branding the
National Women Development
Policy — announced by the
prime minister on Interna-
tional Women's Day last year —
as another of those high-sound-
ing dictions, never to be trans-
lated into actions.

If we fail to stop the rising
trend of this madness soon.
there will be no time left to wipe
out these scars from our con-
science when our own children
will hold "us" responsible for
everything. And we will go
down the history lane as a na-
tion of lesser human beings. Is
it too difficult to live as a sane
"man” in the society?

Why Terrorism, Torture, Murder
and Mastani !

by Kazi Aulad Hossain

Not only our respected politicians have a very important role to play in this regard,
simultaneously the members of the law-enforcing agencies may also take
courage in both hands and rigidly enforce the relevant

laws of the land without fear and favour ...

UR society is at the
moment afflicted with

terrorism and torture,
hijacking and hooliganism,
mastani and murder, and. of
course, rape and robbery. No
one knows when we will get rid
of such pernicious activities of
misguided people most of whom
are from among our youths, and
as result we have all become
victims of despair and disa-
ppointment. A country like
ours minus its much needed
social values and norms, and
certain very important basic
principles, will not be able to
make any significant progress
in this fast moving world when
many developing countries of
this continent are seriously and
sincerely competing with each
other, and even with developed
West in some cases, with a view
to reaching the highest rung of
the ladder of development. It
would certainly be painful that
the second largest Muslim
country — and the world's
eighth largest — Bangladesh
would remain somewhere at the
bottom of the ladder vis-a-vis
other developing countries of
Asia who are aspiring to reach
the pinnacle of success in the
near future.

Hardly a day &?:s by when
we do not find in the newspaper
an item rclatin%‘l to hijacking,
say, of a few lakh of Taka from
a l?lrelplcsa innocent . And
as regards the most detestable
crime, murder, it may be said
without any fear of contradic-
tion that, the number of its in-
cidence is also not few and far
lé:;nreen. Eiur instance, on April

, accor to a newspa
report published in a lcndm
national daily, there were seven
murders during a short period
of six days only in Sylhet area
alone. It may be men here
that all such crimes committed
in our society are not published
in the newspapers. Actual num-
ber of crimes including murder

Road 15-B, Dhanmondi, Dhaka | is obviously far greater than the

number we get through our na-
tional dailies.

Now the question is, why one
must terrorize the peu;:l;lle
around him? Why one must hi-
jack an innogent person's hard-
earned money or a helpless la-
dy's necklace in broad day
light? Why one should murder a
man over a trifling matter?
Why a mastan should storm a
factory owner's office chamber
along with his accomplices and
force him to part with a large
amount of cash for hu])_:'lng bot-
tles of alcohol or pouch of drug
? The reasons, perhaps, are not
far to seek. The people who
normally commit such nefari-
ous activities in the society are
mostly our kith and kin, our
own misguided youths; and
these youths, if not gone astray,
undoubtedly could have been
the nation's hopes and aspira-
tions. But they were not prop-
erly guided and trained when
they were at their impression-
able age. During their formative
years priority was not given by
the parents and guardians as
well as the teachers while im-
parting basic education to these
otherwise promising youths on
lessons so ﬂtaﬂﬂ‘ required for
formation of their moral char-
acter, Needless to say that im-

ng of right type of basic ed-
ucation (including basic Is-
lamic education to the Muslim
children) at that time is bound
to influence their whole caree:.
Parents, guardians and teach-
ers bclongmg to any faith or re-
ligion and hailing from any re-
gion or area are expected to be
very careful about the seemly
conduct and good behavior of
the children. And this is exactly
what our holy Prophet (SM) had
sald 14 centuries ago while
the basic principles

of Islam. me quote here one
of his inimitable sayings : "No

ts can give a better present
g their than to teach him

Wducl and good be-

In this context it would be
most unfortunate if our posi-
tion as an independent nation
is more or less at the same place
where we were before achievi
political freedom more than 2

ears ago. So, with all humility
?'ma_‘,r say that unless we are
fully prepared to lay the great-
est stress on formation of
moral character of our count-
less youths on the loftiest of the
standards, it would be next to
impossible to build our nation
on sound footing and compete
with other developing countries
of the world. 1t is, therefore,
imperative that parents,
guardians, and teachers of all
educational institutions from
nurseries to universities,
should play their important
and commendable role required
for proper upbringing and also
for moulding the minds of mil-
lions of our youngsters.

Let us mould their minds
and groom them from their
very childhood in their own in-
terest as well as in the interest
of our dear motherland. And
this would surely be in confor-
mity with the sa of our holy
Prophet as indicated above.

t from this, may I take the
liberty to point out that not
only our respected politicians
have a very important role to
play in this regard, simultane-
ously the members of the law-
enforcing agencies may also
take courage in both hands and
rigidly enforce the relevant
laws of the land without fear
and favour with a view to curb-
ing the undesirable and perni-
cious activities of our misguided
people. And in that case we may
reasonably hope that societ
would not be terrorized an

stered any more the way It is

ng terrorized and pestered
now by the terrorists and
pcut:reiu quite a number of
whom are, somehow or other,
acc to newspaper reports,
linked with political parties.



