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Hussain's note
of caution

LONDON, June 10: England
batting hero Nasser Hussain is
sounding a note of caution amid
the euphoria which has greeted
Sunday's nine-wicket triumph
over Australia in the first Test
at Edgbaston. reports AFP.

"We have won three games in
a row now. We have a settled
side, and everything is going in
the right direction,” said Hus-
sain, whose brilliant 207 in
England's first innings was his
highest Test score.

"But this side we are playlnﬁ
against is the best in the worl
and they will come back at us.

"The strength of our charac-
ter will show not when every-
thing is going for us but how we
do when their class players
come at us.”

The England vice-captain
added the campaign to restruc-
ture and streamline English
cricket should continue as

lanned and not be shelved just
cause a dispiriting trend of
defeats has been arrested.

"When you are playing badly
everything is wrong in the game
and when you are playing well
everything cannot just then be
right,” he told the BBC.

“There are different thin%s
we have to sort out, and peopile
above me are loo into that.
Not everything is rosy in the
garden — there are still things
to do.”

Meanwhile, coach David
Lloyd, an object of media
ridicule during England’'s win-
ter tour of Zimbabwe, was rel-
ishing the jubilant mood
sparked by England's Test vic-
tory which followed their 3-0
clegn sweep in the one-day se-
ries.

Star-starved
US meet

INDIANAPOLIS, June 10;
Several world-class athletes,
including Olympic stars Mic-
hael Johnson and Carl Lewis,
will be missing when the US
national championships start
here on Wednesday, reports
Reuter,

Big attractions Johnson and
Lewis won't even be in town,
and world record-holders Dan
O'Brien and Mike Powell have
bowed out because they, like
Johnson, are injured.

Mary Slaney, the queen of
American Runners, also is un-
likely to participate, but not by
choice. The 38-year-old Slaney
is under IAAF suspension for a
doping test at last year's
Olympic trials, and US officials
are not expected to defy the
IAAF edict although they have
not suspended her.

Against this background of
intrigue and uncertainty,
American athletics is likely to

experience the beginning of a
changing of the guard, coaches
aﬂd'gfficlals BaYh S e S

- While Olympic champiéns
Allen Johnson Btrrlck ns,
Charles Austin, Kenny Harri-
son, Randy Barnes and Gail De-
vers and women's 400-metre
world record holder Kim Batten
seem certain to secure World
Championships berths in the
five-day qualifier, new faces
also are expected to emerge.

But this year's champi-
onships are particularly hard-
hit. At least in star quality.

Lewis, on the verge of re-
tirement, is skipping the meet-
ing by design, but double
Olympic champion Johnson,
injured in last week's million-

dollar race with Donovan Bai-

ley, had hoped to add another
world title,

So had three-time world de-
cathlon champion O'Brien. But
under US rules only those who
finish in the top three in the
American championship are el-

igible for the world meeting.

Seles to play

at Eastbourne

EASTBOURNE, England,
June 10: Defend champion
Monica Seles will play in next
week's Direct Line Interna-
tional grass-court champi-
onships, the traditional warm-
up for Wimbledon. reports AP.

Organizers said Monday the
23-year-old American will join
a strong field that includes
French champion Iva Ma-

joli of Croatia, Jana Novotna of

the Czech Republic and Spain's
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario.
Sales, who needs to win

Wimbledon to have all
four Grand Slams, also be
ined by American teenager

enus Williams and Russia's
Anna Kournikova.

Defendin Wimbledon
champion Stefli Grafl has also
indicated she will compete al-
though
her entry.
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' | LONDON. June 10

| Australia coach

| Geoff Marsh on

| Monday warned

England that they

o =d would be foolish

to write off Shane Warne in the

light of his flat performance

during the tourists' nine-wicket

Ashes opener defeat at
Edgbaston, reports AFP.

The Victorian leg-spinner
returned match fggurea of one
for 137 as England wrapped up
victory with a day to spare
when Alec Stewart hit Warne
for two boundaries in three
balls.

England's wicketkeeper

ulled Warne to the square le
oundary and then smashe
him through extra cover for the
winning runs sparking a mass
invasion of the pitch by Eng-
land's jubilant fans.

And Warne's overall perfor-
mance promptied claims that
winter surgery on his spinning
finger has changed him from
the most feared bowler of his
time, with a startling 240 wick-
ets from 52 Tests, to just an ex-
tremely good Test player.

But "coach Geoif Marsh, who
has held talks with the 27-year-
old in a bid to care his prob-
lems, is confident Warne will
bounce back.

"Everyone expects Shane to
bowl people out all the time."
claimed Marsh, "When we won
in South Africa he came on first
change and bowled magnifi-
cently on a green top in Port
Elizabeth.

"I don't think anything has
changed with Shane, I think the
pressure we put him under with
only 118 on the board in the
first innings was not enough for
him but he tumed it eno yes-
terday to suggest he will again
before the end of the series.

"The wickets are slow and
the opposition over the years
have obviously done their
homework on him because he is
the best bowler in the world. I
thought they played him very
well in the first innings but
England can write him off at
their peril."

Nevertheless, for a player
who was the youngest Aus-
tralian in history to take 200

Test wickets and claimed 75
wickets at 22.64 on the last
Ashes tour to England, it is
hard to escape the conclusion

SHANE WARNE
that his powers may be waning.

"Time will only tell if he is
not the bowler he was but [ don't
believe that.,” stressed Marsh.
"In our last series against South
Africa he was still our best
bowler.

"Shane's playing against all
these sides on regular occa-
sions. Now, so they are getting
more used to him. But because
he didn't bowl England out in
this Test, I don't think we
should get too carried away.

"For Shane to bowl we_ﬁ the
bowler at the other end has to
bowl well because there has to
be pressure on the batsman. If
England are scoring runs at the
other end fromn Shane then they
can just sit on Wame and they
are not forced to score runs off
him.

"If McGrath or Kasprowicz is
hﬂwlinﬁ a very pood line and
thus the batsmen are having
trouble at that end, if they have
to turn round and face Shane at
the other end it makes it a dif-
ferent ball game."

But Warne is not the only

bowler worrying Australia's
management a lollowing the
first Test performances of
Glenn McGrath and Michael
Bevan.

They were both given testing
work-outs in the nets at Ed
ton on Monday with markers
put down on the length Marsh
wanted them to bowl.

He explained: "We sat down
last night and this morning and
went through the Test match
and | believe there are things
were need to work on.

"It's quite obvious that our
bowling was either or too full
and those are the things we
have been working on this
morning.”

Marsh added: "I am very
positive we -will play better
cricket than we are playing at
the moment but we have to
prove that out in the middle.

"Records say this side will

lay better. They have worked

ard but it's obvious that Eng-
land are playing better cricket
at the moment."

Surrey look into
Lewis affair

LONDON, June 10: Surrey
have launched an inquiry into
an incident in which all-
rounder Chris Lewis allegedly
threw punches at a spectator at
the end of their Sunday League
match against Essex, reports
AFP.

The former England star is
reported to have aimed punches
at the spectator after alleged

"racist comments were made.

Defending Sunday League
champions Surrey suffered
their first defeat at The Oval for
two years, with Lewis' final over
costing 15 runs and the match.

But, while climbing steps to
the dressing rooms, Lewis is
said to have initially ignored
verbal abuse from the spectator
before launching two blows at
the man's face.

Surrey's Australian man-
ager David Gilbert said the ciub
will be taking no action against
Lewis, who plays in today's
Benson and Hedges Cup semifi-
nal against Leicestershire at
The Oval.

Sport
Marsh's Warne warning

she has not confirmed

NOTTINGHAM,

England, June 10:
Medium paceman
Paul Reiftel. a re-
inforcement for
: Australia's Cri-
cket side, will be in the line-up
Wednesday for Australia's first-

L = Ly =

class fixture against
Nottinghamshire — just 24
hours .after arriving in

d. reports AP. .
Wﬁfﬁﬁies and a' lack- of

knowledge of:English condi-
tions have been blamed for Aus-
tralia's nine-wicket thrashing
in the first Ashes Test.

Reiffel is expected to
strengthen the attack while

roving back up for the injured
ast bowlers Jason Gillespie
and Andrew Bichel. Both Glenn
McGrath and Gillespie are on
their first tour here and looked
only ordinary in the first Test.

Only Michael Kasprowicz
used a year's experience with
English county side Essex 10 bk
five wickets in the match an
looked by far the pick of the
Australian bowlers.

“If 1 had played at least a
ear of league cricket, it would
ave been of tremendous help,”

McGrath said.

"The conditions are so dif-
ferent here, you must know
something about it, until such
time you'll continue to strug-
gle," the lanky fast bowler
added.

"l guess | haven't really ad-
JTL‘;]!- to the wickets over here.”

ey are a lot different to back
home in Australia or in the
West Indies or South Africa,
and hopefully in the next couple
of games | can come to terms
with them a bit more.”

Coach Geoff Marsh ruled
Gillespie out of next week's sec-
ond Test at Lord's. Gillespie tore
his left hamstring while send-
ing down just 10 overs in the
four-day finish at the start of
the six-Test series.

"Jason will not play in the
next two county matches, which
automatically rules him out of
the next Test at Lord's," Marsh
said prior to the match in Trent
Bridge on Wednesday.

Reiffel arrtvtdy Tuesday
morning and joined the team
for a light work out in the af-
ternoon.

“I've been keeping myself fit.
Oncé the bowlers started to
breakdown. | thought | had a
chance to join the squad at

some stage,” Reiilel said.

Reiffel, who picked up 19
wickels in the last three Tests
here in 1993, was a surprise
omission from the original 17-
man tour party.

Reiffel broke down twice .

during the nine-week tour of
South Africa earlier this year.
He didn't figure in Australia's 2-
1 Test series win and picked up

just one wicket, playing in three

of the seven ope-dayers.

"l was dlsappointed, but I
never gave up," Reiffel said.

Although the tour manage-
ment wants Reiffel to play,
Marsh said he would the final
decision to him.

‘We're going into the game
(against Nottinghamshire) with
four quickies and we feel that
practice out in the middle is
probably better than just
rolling your arm over in the
nets.

"He won't do a lot of bowling
in that game but if we're going to
need hiim for Lord s he'll need a
couple of games under his belt."

Reiffel agreed.

'l would like to play as soon
as possible,” Reiffel said. "One
thing that's shown out from the
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Aussie-Notts tie today

Texaco Trophy and this Test is
probably the inexperience in
our bowling.,” Australian skip-
per Mark Taylor said.

Excitin% batsmen. opener
Michael Slater and Ricky
Ponting get their first chance to
impress the selectors. They
were named on a side minus
Taylor, leg spinner Shane
Warne, wickelkeeper lan Healy,
Kasprowicz and Justin Langer.
ziﬂ'a%éi_jng’.' 0L .g.f:_,

TEAM

Matthew Elliott, Michael
Slater, Ricky Ponting. Mark
Waugh, Steve Waugh (captain),
Michael Bevan, Adam
Gilchrist. Brendon Julian, Paul
Reiffel. Andrew Bichael and
Glenn McGrath.

‘Queen of Paris’

returns home

ZAGREB, June 10; Croatia’'s
press hailed their new sporting
hero Iva Majoli on Monday al-
ter her triumph in the French
Open on Saturday made her the
first Croatian winner of a
Grand Slam singles title, re-
ports Reuter.

‘Iva’s victory at Roland Gar-
ros was the most beautiful
tango in Paris. It was the first
tango she danced at Grand Slam
tournaments but it will not be
the last,” The Daily Vjesnik
said.

All the dailies splashed pic-
tures of an exuberant Majpli,
clad in a flower-patterned dress
after upsetting world number
one Martina Hingis holding
the heavy winner's cup that she
s0 surprisingly captured.

Immediately after her vic-
tory Croatian television
showed several minutes of film
replaying the best moments of
the match, with shots of her ju-
bilant mother and friends and
close-ups of her unbelieving
smile after Hingis netted the
last ball of the match.

Papers reported that Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman had sent
congratulations to Majoli for
her "majestic victory,” on be-
half of all the Croatian public
and ]E:ersnnall}r.

The only press criticism was
of senior officials from the
Croatian tennis association
and the Croatian Olympic
Committee — none of whom
turned up at the airport to wel-
come the new champion home.

| Tehran}: June 11 -

Office cricket
from June 14

Sports Reporter

The fourth Office cricket
league, organised by the Cricket
Committee of Dhaka Metro-
politan (CCDM)]), will begin in
the city from June 14,

Eight teams, split into two
groups, will feature in the round
robin first phase from where
top .two finishers from each
ﬁmup will qualify for the semi-

nals. The lour teams finishing
at the bottom will fight for the
plate.

On the inaugural day, Acme
Laboratories, one of the two
joint champions last year, will
take on Mannan Group at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.
The other champions Regensea
Line will play their first match
against Manami International
on the following day at the
same venue.

The participating teams are:

Group A: Acme Labora-
tories, Partex Group, Mannan
Group and Bangladesh Police.

Group B: Regensea Line, Bi-

man, Aquamarine and Manami -

International.

Cute h’ball

Sports Reporter
Old Ideals recorded a 18-13
victory over Narinda Pragati
Boys Club in the lone Cute Pre-
mier handball league match,
held at the handball ground
adjacent to Dhaka Stadium yes-

. terday.

The winners led the first
half 11-5.

Enam of Old Ideals scored
highest six goals and Sumon
added four. On the other hand,
Kajal scored five goals for the
Narinda outfit,

Abahani begin
football camp

tOomorrow

Sports Reporter

The football camp of the
Abahani Krira Chakra begins
tomorrew.

The league runners-up are to
take part in the forthcoming
eighth Asian Cup Winners' Cup
to be held in Sri Lanka next Au-
gust. The tour of the Dhan-
mondi outlit, however, may be
called off to pave the way for
smooth going of the league.

The following eleven booters
have been asked to report to
coach Abu Yusuf by 12 noon at
the club premises tomorrow:
Biplab., Munna, Sohel Reza. Ali
Mansoor, Hasan-Al-Mamun,
Partha Protim Kundu., Barun
Bikash Dewan, Rakib, Mizan
and Mamun Joarder.

Syria smash
Maldives

DUBAIL, ‘JUhe 10: Results'df |

World Cu'p Asian Zone Group
two qualifying matches played

. in Tehran on Monday, reports

Reuter.

Syria 12 Maldives 0O
(halftime 1-0). '

Scorers: A Arif 23, 50, 66,
Louay Taleb 62, Said Zaidan 66,
88, 90, Ali Shaikh 57, Ammar
Rihawiy 69, Redwan Abri 82, 0,
Tallal Khaled 86.

Iran 3 Kyrgyzstan |1
halftime])

Scorers: Iran — Khodadad
Azizi 3, 79, Karim Baqeri 52

Kyrgyzstan — Sergei Rostov
19

[1-1

Standings P W D L F A Pts
Iran 4 4 0 028 1 12
Syria 3 2 0 124 1 6
Kyrgyzstan 3 1 0 2 4 10 3

Maldives 4 0 0 4 O M 0

Remaining matches (in
Iyan v Mal-
dives, K Zzstan v Syria, June
13 — Irgngyv Syria, Iﬁa]dives v
Kyrgyzstan, Syria v Kyrgyzstan
(to be arranged).

Last lap for
Linford?

LONDON, June 10 : Linford
Christie will spearhead Great
Britain's European Cup chal-
lenge by racing in a sprint dou-
ble in Munich on June 21 and
22, reports AFP.

The former Olympic and

| world champion, with 15 viciu-

ries in the competition behind
him, will mark his likely final
appearance in a British vest
over 100m and 200m.

Olympic silver medalist
Roger Black, who takes over
from Christie as men's captain
after the event, will race over
400 metres, looking for his
fourth European Cup victory at
the distance.

Women's captain Sally Gun-
nell will continue her come-
back from injury by lining up
in the 400 metre hurdles.
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French World Cup organising committee co-president Fernand Sastre presents the golden
trophy in Paris on June 9. The football fiesta will kick off just a year from now.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Copa Kkicks off today

SANTA CRUZ,
Bolivia, June 10 :
The current South
America's World
Cup qualifying
battle has resulted
in second-string squads at Copa
America, starting on Wednes-
day, reports Reuter.

The organising South Ame-
rican Football Confederation
(CSF) is paying the price for
pressing ahead with the
tournament at a time when the
contest for places in France is
reaching a climax.

The decision to hold Copa
America every two years was
made at the start of the decade.

But in 1995, the CSF, with
FIFA's backing, devised a new-
look format %ﬂf the region's
World Cup qualifiers.

The nine nations now meet
each other twice in a marathon
competition which requires 18
rounds of fixtures in the same
number of months. As a result,
the Copa has been crammed in
between the qualifiers.

The tournament opens just
three days after the latest round
of World Cup games while the
final, on June 29, is just one
week before the next round of
qualifying matches,

Naturally, all countries have

'given absolute priority to

reaching France, reducing the
Copa to a mere training session
in which they will test some of
their less experienced players.

"This Copa America has
caused difficulties for all the
teams,” said Argentina coach
Daniel Passarella, already up-
set at the lengthy format for the
World Cup qualifiers.

Of the 12 teams, only world
champions Brazil, automatic
gualifiers for France,
Venezuela, who have no real
chance of going, and Bolivia,
possibly feeling some obliga-
tion as hosts, are fielding full-
strength squads.

Argentina, Colombia,.
Uruguay and Mexico are send-
ing mixed squads, with a sprin-
kling of r-:Fular internationals
among the less experienced.

Peru and Ecuador, are field-
ing what are effectively under-
23 teams.

The June 26 final could be in
one of two venues — depending
on who reaches it.

If the host nation qualifies,
the game will be held in La Paz,
altitude 3,600 metres. If they
fail, the final will be staged at
sea level in Bolivia's second city
Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

Bolivia, with three high-al-
titude venues, is the least ap-
propriate host to a tournament

in which most teams are forced
to arrive at Lhe last minute.
There can be little acclimatisa-
tion.

Competition starts with
Group A matches between Chile
and Paraguay and Argentina
and Ecuador. The group will be
in the country's third largest
city of Cochbamba, at 2,800 me-
tres.

Group B, which features the
hosts, Venezuela, Peru and
Uruguay will be split between La
Paz and Sucre, which is consid-
erably lower, games involving
Bolivia, clearly wanting to
make the most of home advan-
tage. will be in La Paz and the
others in Sucre.

Santa Cruz will host Group
C. which includes Brazil and
Colombia and the two Central
American nations which have
been specially invited, Costa
Rica and Mexico.

Under the circumstances,
Bolivia, who enjoy a huge ad-
vantage when playing in La Paz,
and Brazil seem lavourites to
meet in the final,

Bolivia would be delighted to
repeat their 1963 triumph,
when they hosted and won the
tournament for the only time.

None. however woiuld be
willing to swap the lrophy for a
place in France next year.

Of Pele prognostication

KUALA LUMPUR,
June 10: Brazilian
soccer legend Pele

b

rranceve | today picked cha-
caverre===® | mpions Brazil
and host nation

France as {avourites to win next
year's World Cup.

Cermany and an impruvinﬁ
England team could also do we
in the championship, he told
Reuters in an interview.

"Brazil will have a strong
team. They have a lot of new
players playing in Europe and it
will be easier for them to adapt
to the European conditions.”
Pele said.

“And the team from France
now is also a very good team,
even sironger than the team l've
seen before. I think the World
Cup will go to either one of these
two teams.

Teams from the other conti-
nents lacked the experience to
everi reach the semifinals said
Pele, who earned three World
Cup winner's medals in his il-
lustrious career,

Pele was in Kuala Lumpur to
address a seminar on ‘Asian
soccer today.

In the interview with the
agency he spoke of the need for
Asian nations to challenge the
world's best if they wished to

. become a force in world soccer.

“You don't become world
champions unless you chal-
lenge the best. For the immedi-
ate future, top European and
South American nations will
continue to dominate the game.
These are the teams that Asian
countries have to play if they
are to put in a real challenge for
the World Cup,” he said.

But Pele believes the region
will play a key role in the future
of the game.

“The awarding of World Cu
2002 to Korea and Japan and,
more imminently, Malaysia's
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hosting of the World Youth
Championships, is testament to
Asia’s growing stature in the
game,” he said.

The youth meet kicks off in
Kuala Lumpur on June 16.

Back home as sports minis-
ter, Pele said he was looking
into problems clouding the fu-
ture of professional soccer in
Brazil,

"We have excellent plavers,
excellent teams in Brazil but
unfortunately the administra-
tion is so bad. | have proposed a
new law in the Congress on the
administration of professional
soccer in Brazil.
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Pele also criticised the cur-
rent crop of soccer stars for
pla}rinF only for the money. He
sald players changed clubs fre-
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quently, playing tor the highest
bidder.

"l played 25 years for
(Brazilian club) Santos and five
vears for Cosmos in the United
States. | had a lot of oflfers to
play in Europe but | stayed with
Santos,” Pele said.

"Today, you see the players.
they play one year here and the
next year they want to move be-
cause they are going to get more
money from another club. I
think this is not fair and this is
the point you must discuss.”

Tug-of-Ronaldo

MILAN, June 10; Inter Milan
president Massimo Moratti
warned Barcelona teoday that he
could use the civil courts to
force them to release Brazilian
striking ace Ronaldo from his
contract, reports AFP.

Inter struck a deal with
Ronaldo's agents last week,
agreeing to pay a reported 26
million dollar fee stipulated in
buy-out clause in his contract
with the Catalan club.

Barcelona, however, have
since claimed that the buy-out
clause was only valid for moves
within Spain. and could not be
extended to other countries.

This would enable Barcelona
to either keep the 20-year-old
goal-scoring phenomenon — or
negotiate an even higher price
for him from Inter.

Moratti, though, said it was
unlikely he would be meeting
with Barcelona president Josep
Nunez in the near future.

"I'm willing to meet and talk
with anyone,” he said. "But if
the aim of the meeting was (o
ask for more money there
would be no point. A year ago,
Barcelona paid 30 billion lira
for him — now he costs 45 bil-
lHon.
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