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Commerce and Industries
Minlute;d Tofael hhmh ed Eald tli:e
ropos owt uadrangle
gﬂmp;riamgg{iangladqﬂh. Im:l%a.
Bhutan and Nepal would be
launched to foster sub-regional
economic cooperation, reports
UNB.

"Mutual cooperation is the
main theme for development in
the globalisation process of
trade.” he said. adding "explore
who has what and then share
potentialities to each other for
mutual benefit” is the effective
tool to bolster trade and devel-

t in today's world.

Addressing a meeting with
the visiting trade delegation of
north-eastern region of India
in Dhaka yesterday, Tofael said
there are plenty of scopes for
mutual economic cooperation
between adesh and India.

“There are lots of opportuni-
ties and possibilities where the
two countries can work together
for mutual benefits. Our present
duty is to pinpoint the areas
and implement projects.” he
said.

Led by the President of Fed-
eration of Industries of North
Eastern Rcﬁlnn (FINER]), H S
Kumbhat, the delegation in
cludes high government olli-
cials, federation members and
potential entrepreneurs of
seven northeastern Indian
states.

Terming the present visit of
the 39-member Indian delega-
tion "a very good heglnnin{,
Tofael said setting up of back-

ships with Bangladesh, the In-
dian delegation said they had
identified some areas, espe-
cially cement, melamine, syn-
thetic fibres and’clinker plants,
which have much potentialities
for investment.

"More fields will be explored |

through discussions *with the
officials and business leaders of
Bangladesh,” said the Indian
delegation chief, H S Kumbhat.
During the meeting. some
chamber leaders and en-

trepreneurs of the northeastern
Indian states also spoke about
their potentialities and areas of
interest for joint venture.

They also welcomed the
Bangladesh entrepreneurs to
invest in their industrial park.

Industries Secretary M
Akhter Ali and Executive
Chairman of the Board of In-
vestment (BOI) Anisul Hugq
Chowdhury were present in the
meeting.

BOC likely to stop
medical gas

supply to two
hospitals today

Responding to the ultima-
tum given Bangladesh

Limited for cle dues, one of
the three major defaulters has
paid its outstanding bill for

wly of medical gas, reports

H'atinnal Institute of Car-
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RUTA faction
extends
strike
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 9 A fac-
tion of the Rajshahi University
Teachers Association has de-
cided to extend their strike on
the campus till June 19.

The Islami Chhatra Shibir,
RU unit has also extended their
hartal programme up to June
30

Both groups have been ob-
serving a strike on the campus
since April 26, demanding, in-
ter alia, cancellation of the new
admission system and release
of all ICS activists.

Reopening of the University
onJune 11 has become uncer-
tain following the fresh strike
call given by the rival RUTA
and Shibir activists.

Meanwhile, last ntght’s
Syndicate meeting chaired by
the Vice Chancellor Professor
M A Khaleque, sacked A K M
Igbal. a lecturer of Population
and Human Resource Develop-
ment Depariment, for his irreg-

Police continue
search for
Sayeed Iskander

Uniformed and plainclothes
olice continued their search
or Major (retd) Sayeed Iskan-
der in connection with assault-
ing two army intelligence per-
sonnel. reports LINB.

Iskander. younger brother of
Leader of the Opposition um
Khaleda Zia, and 24 others have
been charged with assaultin
the DFI personnel near his of-
fice at Kawranbazar on June 4.

Police arrested Ahmed Im-
dadul Anwar and Zulfikar Ali,
the employees of Iskander's
business firm, from the spot
and brought them on remand.

Official sources said the
chargesheet of the case would be
submitted within a couple of
weeks. OC of Tejgaon thana,
Mohsinuzzaman is investigat-
ing the case.

Partial disruption in
NWD exchange

Indiancabinet

NEW DELHI. June 9: Five

days after the induction of four
women ministers of state,
Prime Minister Inder Kumar

Gujral today reshuffled his cab-

inet making

two ministers of

state for external affairs to as-
sist him, reports BSS.

The two ministers of state
for external affairs are Saleem
Igbal Shervani. who was minis-
ter of state for health.
newly inducted Kamla Sinham,
according to an official an-
Mouncement.

Prime Minister Gujral will,

however. continue to

and

old the

charge of the external affairs,
Jammu and Kashmir affairs,
ocean development and space,

atomic energy,

lic

nnel,

pub-

evances and pensions as
as other ministries and de-
partments not allocated to any
other minister or minister of
state (independent charge).
Minister of state for chemi-
cals and fertilizer Shees Ram
Ola has been made the minister
of state (independent charge) for
water resources while Janesh-

— : e RS > ngup Bl buck: i ovancilar Diteases has, |wularappointment’ sl oo

Pea_ple evicted from Nilkhet Babupm:a slum_ in the city sj;aged a protest rally in front of the a;gqb;ﬂﬂi%%i stiias by a0 Cleared its dues, but two others, The meeting also decided to | city with other districts were Ea{ht“:#]r; l;-?st 1'??:;]11 r?jftf:grntfr
Jatiya Press Club yesterday demanding their rehabilitation. — Star photo terprises for other finished and  Sir Salimullah Medical College | withdraw from June 11 police | partially being disrupted since petroleum

G s — - = : — | semi-finished products in Hospital and Rajshahi Medical and para-military forces from esterday noon due to technical Yoginder K Alag has been

. 10 in'ured as JCD Bangladesh on joint or mixed College Hospital, did not pay. the Shaheed Shamsuzzoha ault in one of the two NWD ex-  ghi from the pi hin-

Turk].Sh gOVt loses J . > | ventures would be beneficial to s the: ultimatum mepe dirfd i change. reports UNB. istry to the high profile min-

BCL clash in botl) sides. yesteriay, \he Bu%p] o s ALPP ets According to a T&T press re-  jgtry of power as minister of

Expressing the sincerity of gas on credit to defaulter gov- mf.‘: lease, the analogue telephones state (independent charge).

majority in parliament

ANKARA. June 9: Prime

elections, normally scheduled

Bhola

From Staff Correspondent

India in developing further
trade and investment relation-

O arrested child

ernment hospitals will be
stopped from tn-da¥ E;lggcr the
previous decision o ;

BOC will make special ar-

today

A meeting of the Awami

and the digital numbers begin-

ning with '8 digit were being

hampered due to the fault.
It said the officials

DCCI chief

con-

Minister Necmettin Erbakan's for 2000. BARISAL, June 9: At least 10 rangements for patients to ob- League Parliamentary Party cerned were working hard to From Page 1
Islamist-led government lost "October is the month of | activists of the Bangladesh ff k tain medical gas supplies from | (ALPP) will be held at 3 pm lo- | remove the fault. The T&T There are two types of loan
its majority in the Turkish prosperity after harvest and | Chhatra League (BCL) and Jati- tratfickers sent a nearby area of the hospitals, | day at the Treasury Bench con- | po,rg regretted the tempor defaulters — one who took loans
arliament today as a key al- when the government is the | yatabadi C hatra Dal (JCD) which will be duly announced | ference room in the Jaliya | jnhconvenjence caused to the and became defaulters due to

ied extreme right-wing party

most strong,” Erbakan argued,

were injured in clashes at
Charfasion under Bhola district

to jail

at the hospital gates.

Sangsad Bhaban, reports UNB.

subscribers.

government's

: : : licy changes
withdrew support for . re-  according to the Radikal daily. According to BOC estimate, Party President and Prime pe

ports AFP. The government buys most gf today. : , From Staff Correspondent  over Tk 1.71 crore gas bill had | Minister Sheikh Hasina will gg?amu 1‘?:’;{:1' “'h‘:tcbﬂﬂmﬂmﬂﬂnalﬂm] l}rl

"We no longer support the the harvest at subsidised prices. According to police and wit- SYLHET, June 9: All 9 mem-  been outstanding with 18 gov- | chair the meeung, said a press :

government as it has failed to
meet our demands.,” Mehmet
Ekici, depuly leader of the
Grand Union Party, told re-

Erbakan wants the polls
early, fearful of a pending case
in the supreme court which
could lead to his Welfare Party's
closure.

nesses, BNP Charfasion thana
unit called a meeting at Charfa-
sion to protest the attack on
Nazimuddin Alam MP's house
there earlier.

bers of the child trafficker gang
arrested by Jakiganj police
were sent to the district jail ha-
jat today.

ernment hospitals. The total
amount of unpaid bill is about
TK 4 crore.

CBI files charges

release yesterday.

JPPP meets today

A meeting of the Jatiya

CU campus

From Page 1

campus following the internal
conflict of a particular student

Quasem said. "We don't have
any sympathy for those who be-
came loan defaulters intention-
ally but those who are victims
of the situation should get

porters after a party meet.m,_ﬂl The thana magistrate court 2 front that de th help,” he added.
AP adds: Amid rising politi- Erbakan to hand over The BCL also called a meet- | 51g4 gent the four minor boys : EIEE}I'?"I “ﬁﬁr&drﬁégt:g}é p;a:;g ‘i-"r{fil;.tile-a made the campus If:;‘nr e oy of
cal tensions, Islamic Prime the premiership to Ciller once | ing in the place. This led to | ... ed from the traffickers, to agﬂll'lSt SUkh Rﬂ.m

Minister Necmettin Erbakan
and his center-right coalition
partner have agreed to hold

Parliament approved the elec-
tion date in an effort to subdue

criticism from the secularist es-

clashes between the two student

ups.
Police arrested 8 activists

the safe custody of police.
The boys, in their separate
statements before the court said

NEW DELHI, June 9: A for-
mer Cabinet minister was

day at Sangsad Bhaban, reports
UNE.

Party Chairman HM Ershad

The authorities order is a
deep-rooted conspiracy to pre-
vent other student bodies from

capital market, the DCCI chief
warlts the government to ensure
separation of the management

and the trading groups.

e also

early elections in October, re- tablishment, led by the mili- | from both sides. One seriously | {1 traffickers had taken them charged today under Indian | Will preside over HismesHing fiﬂﬁ?slgn?luttézﬂtrarﬁlu;ﬁfalﬂ'?; called for an end to 'insider
ports said. tary, for his attempts to put a | injured Nurul Amin was admit- | g0 their poor parents on con- laws requiring citizens to ac- e 1 trading.’

Erbakan convinced deputy greater Islamic stamp on | ted to hospital. dition of sending them to Dubai ~ count for their wealth, a news Bﬂn gabandhu 1 As the foreign investors get
prime minister Tansu Ciller on  Turkey. for attractive jobs. The gang  agency reported, says AP. quota facilities in primary

an election date of either Octo-

Tensions between the mili-

Sylhet JCD worker

members also promised of giv-

Sukh Ram, minister of

From Page |1

Enhanced benefits

shares, there should be some

ber 19 or 26. m Ly o i tary and the government fur- ing financial benefits to their =~ communications under dis- | framed against her by the Dis- e atieHh i fth

inducing Saash end WISet.  therincreased Iast weskend fn 8 ., arrested on parents, they said, aced former Prime Minister P | (riet and Sessions Judge. Dhaka From Page 1 shares. e fotad.

repo : war ol words on whether the Meanwhile, Jakiganj police arasimina nhao, ave o | .on Aptil 7 Th k ill h i Quasem said for overall eco-
Ciller had been favouring a vernment had provided funds murder charges said, they had started investiga-  Prove he came by 57 million ru- In his observation on May 6, SLWOQUAELS Wit Ve 10 M1

date in March. She was not or the three-week-old incur- g Han ing thie Activities of Dhe y formn the Textiles Ministry by nomic growth, there should be a

immediately available for
comment. But her office said
Ciller would meet with her par-
ty's executives later today and
may make a statement after-
wards.

A majority vote in Parlia-
ment is needed to call for early

sion into northern Iraq to
strike at Kurdish rebels.

BDR seizes yarn
worth Tk 6 lakh
from Jessore

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 9: Kotwali po-
lice arrested an activist of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, Mo-
fazzal Hossain Bulbul, here this
morning for his alleged com-
I;)licity in the killing of two JCD
eaders.

child traffickers in the border
areas.

Police arrested the 9 child
traffickers and rescued the 4
minor boys while they were en-
route to Dubai.

s (about 1.6 million US dol-
R:ﬁ'? legally. The Central Bureau
of Investigation filed the
charges in a New Delhi court,
United News of India reported.

Investigations against Ram
began after federal agents
raided his New Delhi home last
year and recovered millions of

the District Judge said, "the
business of the court will be de-
cided as per the orders of the
High Court.” while ordering
stay of the proceedings of the
case 1ill 10:30 am June 10,

Meanwhile. the High Court
has again refixed June 12 for
the hearing of the criminal re-

July 31 this year about the own-
ership of the mills which they
want to take over. No applica-
tion will be accepted after this
date.

The ministry will call ten-
ders for the mills the workers
and employees do not want to
take over.

consensus among the major po-
litical
withdrawal of 'political patron-
age' of labour force, curbing ter-

rorism and 'alternatives to har-
tal' for realising political de-

mands.

parties on issues like

He also said hartal still re-
mains a big hindrance to local

s Police said, Bulbul is an ac- rupees in cash and jewellery visional petition chall '
JP C&Ildldate ndent | cused in the murder cases of EI' Shad Ram said th f s i el U scomuerce angd Indusitley  arid Joreige tiyestment
alis From Our Corresponde concd 1 thepnrder fasts of e money was 0 the charge framed against Zo Minister Tofael Ahmed, State The DCCI president stressed

Abdul Wahab Khan of BNP,
Moazzem Hossain Khan Ma-
jlish Murad of JSD (Rob}, Md
Sadeque Ali Patowari of
Bangladesh Krishok Sramik
Mukti Andolon and Dr Kartik
Chandra Saha (independent).
The last date for withdrawal
of candidature is June 14,
Manikganj-3 constituenc
comprises parts of Sadar an
Saturia thanas. The seat fell
vacant following the death of
BNP MP Nizamuddin Khan on

April 8.

JESSORE, June 9: BDR re-
covered Chinese silk yarn
worth about Tk six lakh and ar-
rested one person in this con-
nection here this morning.

Acting on a tip-off, a special
patrol team of BDR raided a
truck when the yarn was being
unloaded near the SA Trans-
port and seized a total of eight
cartons containing 490 kg of
Chinese silk yarn.

The BDR personnel also ar-
rested one alleged smuggler
Zahid Hossain from Gohata in
the town. Seven others fled.
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killed due to in fighting in JCD
in 1994 and in 1995. Besides, he
is wanted in b other cases.

The JCD brought out a pro-
cession in the town today de-
manding his release.

BISTEC accord

From Page 1

modalities in this regard, he

added.

Shervani said that the min-
isterial meeting atpprnved the
terms of reference for a study to
be undertaken by an interna-
tional regional organisations
like ESCAP.

He said the study would iden-
tify specific projects which
could implemented among
the member countries. The
study will be completed by
September 1997 and selection
of projects undertaken by De-
cember this year, he added.

Shervani said the initial ar-
eas identified for cooperation
include multimode] transporta-
tion, joint ventures for process-
ing and marketing of marine
products, cooperation in horti-

culture and floriculture, science
and technology cooperation in
the field of research and devel-
opment, and consultations re-
garding projects being imple-
mented in fora like ES and
ADB such as Trans-Asian High-
way and Trans-Asian Railway.
He said Myanmar attended
the meeting as 'observer' and is
expected to join the sub-re-

gional grouping.

Proposal

From Page 1

trusted with the task of issuing
licences. It sent its proposal to
improvise upon the system to
have a computer data base, to
store personal details about a
driver including photographs.

As the proposal was sent to
the authorities for approval the
drivers possessing the plastic
licences were asked to retain
them for another year.

But the new applicants are
being issued the vintage dri
licences on a paper book, whi
is helping the trade in fake li-

cences. They are being traded
around with prices ranging
from Tk 200 to 600 depending
on the quality of the fake li-
cences.

Police said the number road
accidents involving drivers
with fake licences is showi
an increa trend. The prolif-
eration of e licences also
tlw.rsu'tta;1 BRTA's cﬂ?rtu to im-
prove the system of issuing li-
cences with strict tests.

But many applicants prefer
to avoid the BRTA test by sim-
ply pa the cheats who hover
around BRTA office in Mir-
pur,

From Page 1

domestic industry.”

Ershad said, "Economy is at
stake during the rule of the pre-
sent regime.”

He also blamed the past BNP
administration for ruining the
country's economy, describin
his nine-year rule as the "era o
development” while the BNP's
five years "of destruction."”

About his taking over power
in 1982, the former milit
ruler said he had assumed
power with reluctance.

"I did not come to power
throu
President Justice Sattar asked
me to take over,” he claimed.

Ershad said he wanted to
give election in 1984, "but the
BNP and Awami League were
unwilling to take part and
that's why I was forced to pro-
mulgate martial law."” -

Presided over hf,r city JP con
venor and central joint secre-
tary general S M A Rab, the
meeting was also addressed by

Syeda Razia Fayez, Naziur .

Rahman Manju, Shahadat Hos-

sain, Hasan Uddin Sarker,
Sheikh Abul Hossain and Sai-
fur Rahman.

any coup ... The then:

his Congress Party's election
funds.

Chinese military
team 1n India

NEW DELHI, June 9: A 7-
member Chinese military dele-
gation arrived in India for
meetings with Indian security
officials today to accelerate eas-
ing of tensions between the two
large Asian neighbours which
fought a war 35 years ago, re-
ports AP.

The delegation, led by Lt.
Gen. Laio Xilong, met the chiefs
of India's army, navy and air
force on Monday, said United
News of India news agency. The
Chinese delegation will have
more meetings and visit several
Indian garrisons and other de-
fence establishments during
the week. No details were given.

Since relations eased in the
late 1980s, India and China
have promoted exchange of mil-
itary contacts. The two coun-
tries have also started trading.

- But the two are yet to resolve

a border dispute that caused the
1962 war.

Kesri : Cong leadership |

From Page 1

Today's internal vote for
Congress Party president is
only the third in 50 years and
fifth in the party's 112-year his-
tory. In the past, the party
leader was simply appointed by
the most popular — and there-
fore most powerful — Congress
members,

But this year the federal
Election Commission ordered
all parties to hold organisa-
tional elections by the middle
of the month as part of efforts
to reform the political system.

The parties that make up
India's governing coalition,
which is supported by but does
not include Congress, also will
hold internal elections this
month.

The Commission’s ruling
has brought squabbling within
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral’'s Janata Dal Party to a

head as the group struggles to
hold organisational polls by
June 18.

Janata Dal's president,
Laloo Prasad Yadav, has been
the election hes decpened 3 spit

e tion a split
within the party between his
supporters and critics.

e results of the SS
polls were expected to be an-

nounced late on ;
Kesri, who has h more
than eight months to solidify

his grip on the pan}r. was tipped

to win an easy majority among
the more than 8,000 Congress

dele%—?tes across the country.
Sharad Pawar, a former
chief minister of Maharashtra
State, and Rajesh Pilot, a for-
mer junior minister under Rao,
were given little chance to upset
the 76-year-old Kesri.

The Economic Times said
'‘the ground appears set for a

thumping win for Sitaram
Kesri.

Both Pawar, 56, and Pilot,
952, have tried to position them-
selves as youthful alternatives
to the old guard within a party
hobbled by corruption charges.

But Kesri was widely be-
lieved to be in a stronger posi-
tion, which Pawar's backers at-
tributed to the fact that, in a
holdover from earlier days,
most of the delegates were
hand-picked by activists who in
turn had been chosen by state
leaders.

"We should be grateful for

small beginnings and for this
precedent, but the process is
still highly flawed.," Vinod
Mehta, Editor of Outlook mag-
azine said.
. All three Congress candi-
dates said the rare electoral
race would not lead to a split
within Congress.

But Mehta tension
between Kesri and Pawar, who
was ted to finish second.
and said ure would build
on the former Maharashtra
chief minister to step down as
Congress leader in the Lower
House of Parliament.

baida Rashid.

The trial of the Banga-
bandhu murder case began for-
mally at the court of District
and Sessions Judge, Dhaka on
April 8 with the indictment
against 20 people accused for
the killing. The charge framing
of the case was spread over two
days, on April 7 and April 8.

Following the framinF of
charges, the court also fixed
April 21 for the examination of
prosecution witnesses. The dale
was deferred till April 29 fol-
lowing a defence petition ex-
pressing apprehension of fair
trial in the court.

On April 29, the court post-
poned the proceedings of the
trial till May 6. on grounds that
one writ petition had already
been filed before the High Court,
the hearing of which was also
fixed on the same day.

Cement plants

From Page 1
trade and business with
Bangladesh as well as with
other South-Asian countries,
he added.

The Indian trade delegation
members said they do not
merely want to export raw ma-
terials, bul to share value addi-
tion which would benefit both
Bangladesh and the Indian
north-eastern region, physi-
cally closer to Bangladesh.

Kumbhat said increase in
volume of trade between
Bangladesh and the seven In-
dian states would reduce the
trade gap between the two coun-
tries.

The chief of the FINER said
that there can be propositions
from both sides, particularly in
mineral, forest., agriculture,
horticulture and pisciculture-
based products.

He felt that Bangladesh's
proposal for free access and In-
dian proposal for transit facili-
ties through Bangladesh and
use of Chittagong Fort would
make the region a formidable
centre for economic activity by
the turn of the century.

Principal Secretary of the
State Government of Meghalaya
Ranjan Dutta, Commissioner
and Secretary of Industries
Department of Meghalaya D P
Srivastava and R N Kaltia, a
senior officer of the Indian
Ministry of Railway, also spoke
at the press conference, -

Ranjan Dutta said Megha-
laya needs investment of
Bangladesh in capital inten-
sive project of hydro-power
plant where there is potential of
producing about 30, MW of
electricity.

Joint efforts in harnessing
the resources of India's north-
eastern region and Bangladesh
would help this region to pros-
per. Dutta added.

Minister for Jute and Textiles A
K Faezul Hag MPFs AB M A
Kashem, Shahjahan Khan and
Shamsul Haqg, and secretaries
concerned attended the meet-
ing.

Convenor of Patkal Sramik
Karmachari Sangram Parishad
Abul Bashar, President of
Bangladesh Suta and Bastrakal
Sramik Karmachari Federa-
tion Badrul Alam Khan Lavlu,
President of Bangladesh Bastra
Shilpa Sramik League Z M
Kamrul Anam and other work-

the need for infrastructure de-
velopment and poverty allevia-
in-
vestment. In this regard he

tion for attracting foreign

mentioned power

deficit of

about 200 megawatt and inade-
uate facilities in the country.
ort facilities were not keeping
pace with the growing pressure
of export-import activities, he
pointed out.

Regardin

law and order he

said most ol the entrepreneurs
referred trade to industry only

ause of the deteriorating law

ers' leaders were present.

and order in the country.
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