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PARIS, June 9: Not long after
Gustavo Kuerten had completed
his stunning French vic-
tory Sunday. the sounds of

samba music echoed through |“

the boutique-lined walkways of
the manicured Roland Garros
complex, reports AP,

A couple dozen fans who had
watched the match on TV had
made their way inside the gates.
instruments and all. They
marched through the complex,
playing an infectious beat and
chanting the Brazilian champ's
nickname: "GUGA!"

There's no question that the
20-year-old with a shy grin and
a killer all-court game brought
sSOme g;:cnm: colour to this

ar's n.
= After a tournament in which
the big names were knocked out
fast, Kuerten and his Cinderella
story provided a badly needed
jolt of adrenaline and a satisfy-
ing ending.

Cumlnﬁ from literally
nowhere, having never won a
tour event or even gotten to the
semifinals, the th-ranked
player beat three former cham-
pions over seven matches to be-
come the lowest ranked player
ever to win the French Open.

From his bright yellow and
blue tennis loga — which Fm-
voked some disapproval from
tournament organisers — to his
laser groundstrokes to his
jumping and skipping around

the court to pump himself up,”

Kuerten always gave fans some-
thing to look at.

At his t-match news con-
ferences, he also entertained,
with tales like that of Olga, his
German grandmother, who
scouts out the top players and
tells him how to beat them.

He did, and in doing so, be-
came the first Brazilian man to
win a Grand Slam. The Brazil-
ian fans who appeared at
Roland Garros for a musical
victory lap were overjoyed.

In Brazil, soccer gets a lot
more attention than tennis, but
that may begin to c with
Kuerten's success. As ii to ce-
ment his new star status,
Kuerten got a Fmdduck fax
from Pele, the former soccer
great, and comparisons to the
newest Brazilian soccer super-
star, Ronaldo.

Bima amaze Abahani

Title aspirants
Abahani Krira
Chakra yesterday
suffered a jolt In
the Green Delta
Insurance First
Division league when a spirited
Sadharan Bima Krira Sangstha
handed them a 2-3 defeat in one
of the two matches scheduled at
the National Hockey Stadium.

In a see-saw affair which
saw the first half locked 1-1,
skipper Morad lkramullah,
Mohammad Hasan and Ghulam
Ghaus, one of their two Pak-
istani recruits of Bima who
were inspirational throughout,
scored one goal each for the in-
SuranceIineil.

On the other hand, Abahani,
who suffered their first defeat
yesterday after nine successive
victories, pulled two back
through skipper Mamun and
defender Khurshid who con-
verted a p-cnaltir corner and
stroke respectively.

The defeat leit the Dhan-
mondi outfit one of the three
favourites side in the league,
out of the title race as they re-
mained glued their previous
collection of 27 points on com-
pletion of their tenth outing.
Although it is still equal to
Usha ra Chakra and Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club. But
they have one match in hand.

e%ima climbed into sixth in
the 16-team league standings
with 18 points.

In Monday's second engage-
ment, Bima, spearheaded by
their two young fo recruits
— Mohammad Saqlain and
Ghaus — dominated the entire
proceedings from the start
against their out of sorts oppo-
nents playing without three
regular players in Ramij, Shipu
and Khokon.

Ghaus, the tall Lahore-based
centre forward, put Bima ahead
in the 10th minute utilising a
Wahab pass.

The margin could have been
doubled after three minutes had
Morad, the leading Bima goal
scorer who was standing un-
guarded inside the danger area,
not missed an easy sitler.

Abahani levelled through a
Mamun who converted a
penalty corner in the 16th
minute.

Bima had two clear op
nities to regain the lead, but
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failed to capitalise on them.
After the lemon break. Bima
maintained the pressure and
went ahead n in the 60th
minute with Morad flicking the
ball home from a Saglain hit.
But the lead lasted only three

minutes as Abahani were back

on level terms through a
penalty stroke.

It was Abahani winger
Alamgir who was blocked by
three Bima defenders in the
danger area prompting Pak-
istani umpire Masood-ur-Rah-
man to point to the spot. Khur-
shid pushed the ball home past
the Bima custodian Ainul.

Bima continued to attack,

however., and finally got the

lead once

ain in the 65th
minute when Hasan netted with

an angular push from the right.

AZAD ROUT ANSARS

Earlier, in the day's first
match, Azad Sporting Club
recorded their third league vic-
tory defeating Dhaka Ansars 4-
0

The winners led the first
half 3-0.

Moksed struck twice while
Yen and Yamin added one
apiece for the winners. .

The win raised Azad's tally
to 10 points from as man
matches. On the other hand.
Ansars suffered their tenth suc-
cessive defeal.

rtu-

Action from yesterday's Green Delta First Division league
encounter between Abahani Krira Chakra and Sadharan
Bima Krira Sangstha at the National Hockey Stadium.

Abahani lost 2-3.

— Star photo
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Khokon memorial

SOCCCT
Sports Reporter
Ekata Krira Samaj Kalyan

Sangstha handed Ananda Boys |

Club a 0-5 defeat in the lone
Khokon Memorial Silver Cup
football tournament match at
the Motijheel T&T Ground yes-

b terday.

Striker Shamim scored four
goals whiie Parvez ‘added the
other. -

Mamata Samabay Samily
will take on Arambagh Bind-
ings Club in today's match at
the same venue at 4:30 pm.
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FRENCH OPEN

AT A GLANCE

PARIS, June 9 (AP): A look at

Sunday’s play, the 14th and fi-
nal day of the French Open:

Attendance — 16, 589 at
Roland Garros stadium (16,947
in 1996). Total for the tourna-
ment, 364,901 (363,405 in
1996). |

Weather — Sunny, passing
clouds, winds from the south-
west, 25 C (77F).

Men's final
Gustavo Kuerten defeated
two-time champion Sergi

Br uguera.
Women's doubles final

Top-seeded Gigi Fernandez
and Natasha Zvereva won their
fifth French Open doubles titie,
defeating Americans Mary Joe

Fernandez and Lisa Raymond -

(5).
Junior men's singles final
Daniel Elsner of Germany

beat Luis Homa of Peru. Elsner

won his third straight Grand

Slam junior title.

Junior women's singles fi-

nal

Justine Henin of Belgium
defeated Cara Black. the sister
of Wayne and Byron.

Quote — "l never won a title.
That's why I don't know how Lo
open champagne.” Kuerten after
his victory at Roland Garros.

Stat of the day — Unseeded

Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil,

ranked 66th, became the lowest-

ranked player to win a Grand
Slam Llitle.

Brazilian leaps
into top 20

PARIS. June 9 (AFP): Gus-
tavo Kuerten, the sensational
Brazilian French Open winner,
has jumped 51 places to 15th in
the ATP Tour rankings, losing
finalist Ser%i Bruguera of Spairn
moved 11 places to eighth. Lead-
ing ATP rankings issued in
points on Monday:

1. Sampras (USA) 4,699
2. Chang (USA) 3,727
3. Ivanisevic (CRO) 2,803
4. Muster (AUT) 2.789
5. Krajicek (NED)] 2.449
6. Kalelnikov {(RUS) 2279
7. Corretja (SPA) 2,208
8. Bruguera (SPA) 2,176
9. Enqvist (SWE) 2.148
10. Moya (SPA) 2,119
11. Rios (CHI) 2,002
12. Costa (SPA) 1.820
13. Becker (GER} 1.819
14. Berasategui (SPA) 1,803
15. Kuerten (BRA) 1.783
16. Mantilla (SPA) 1.743
17. Rafter (AUS) 1,707
18. Medvedev (LUKR] 1,613

19. Philippoussis (AUS} 1,579
20. Martin [USA) 1,578
21. Ferreira {RSA) 1,570
22. Henman [(GEBR) 1.565
23. Ulihrach (CZE) 1.399 !
.24. Bjorkman, (SWE} . 1,339
25, Siemerink ANED) 7, .« 1,317
26. Rosset [SWI) 1,279,
27. Korda [CZE) 1d5E: |
28. Courier [USA) v 11220
29. Agassi (USA) %%gg

30. Gustafsson [SWE)
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Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten holds the trophy aloft after

beating Spaniard Sergi Bruguera in men's final uf the
French Open on Sunday. Kuerten won 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.
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—AFP/UNB photo

surat 11:00 Parivartan 11:30
Close Up Antakshari 12:00
Chanakay 1:00 Mere Ghar - 1
Jindagi 1:30 Silsila 2:00  um
Paanch 2:30 Kurukshetra 3:00
Raahat 3:30 Dhara Zaika Ke
Safar 4:00 Haathi Cement
Aashiana 4:30 Jhatpat Khana
5:00 Celeste 5:30 Casper Kya
Sin Hai 6:00 Aur Ek Minute 6:20
Ganee Anjanee 7:30 Disniv

Hour 8:00 Paying Guest 8:30
Nirma Hum P 9:00 Sailaab
9:30 th 10:00 Hasratain
10:30 News 11:00 Mano Ya
Na Mano 11:30 Dastaan 12:00
TVs Sa Re Ga Ma 12:30 Andaz
1:00 Chahat Aur Nafrat 1:30
Shotgun Show 2:00 Paying
Guest 2:30 Hi Zindagi Bye

| 3:00 Hindi Feature Fi
' Ek Din Aadhi Raat 5:30 Suno
Bhai Sadho

EL TV

7:00 Yeadon K| Barat 7:30
Stand By 7:40 Amitabh Bachan
Specials 8:20 Haseen Pal 8:30
Positive Health Show 9:00

Bangladesh ex-

pects to be awar-
| ded with the Test
status when the
annual confere-

el e of 'the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC)
begins at Lord's in London from
June 11.

This was stated by the presi-
dent of the B adesh Cricket
Board (BCB) Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, MP, to the press
yesterday. The cricket supremo
was scheduled to leave Dhaka
late last night to attend the
week-long extraordinary con-
ference of the ICC, the apex body
of world cricket.

"To get the one-day status is
not our only goal. It will be
adopted automatically in the
ICC meeting. What we are actu-
ally looking for is to attain the
Test status”, said Saber to the
local press at the BCB office last
night.

Saber, who is likely to con-
test for one of the three associ-
ate-member slots in the nine-
member Executive Board of the
ICC, added that he would per-
suade the other 22 associate
member nations to adopt an

BCB tos
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eek Test status

SA

unanimous decision in its
meeting on June 12 to back
Bangladesh's bid. After the
adoption it would be put for-
ward to the policy-makers. And
Bangladesh would become the
tenth Test-playing nation if the

Whe Bxily Stxr 11

application for the senior sta-
tus is approved by the ICC dele-
gates.
Saber, however, quite
diplomatically quipped when
he was asked to confirm his
candidature for the authorita-
tive post in the world body.
"Everything will depend upon
the situation there". It was,
however, learnt that the BCB
has advocated Saber for con-
testing in the elections.

The BCB president also dis-
closed that he would finalise
convenient date and countries
to take part in the tournament,

cted to be held in the capi-
tal early next year.

Besides, the crucial ICC
meeting, which will conclude
on June 17, is likely to adopt
the resolution for namgiﬁ
Dhaka as one of the five zo
headquarters in ICC's serious
bid to globalise the game.

The ICC hﬂ‘{]ivy will also de-
cide about a World Champi-
onship of Test cricket like one-
day World Cup and whether or
not a three-year experiment
which has limited bowlers to
two bouncers per over will be
adopted permanerntly.

Tunisia book France ticket

LONDON, June 9:
Mexico closed in
on a berth in the
1998 World Cup
from one quali-
fying group while
Tunisia, Nigeria and Morocco
all came out of Africa this
weekend to make the field for
France, reports AP.

The Mexicans improved to 3-
0-2 in the CONCACAF group
with a 1-0 victory Sunday at El
Salvador, Mexico lead the
qualifying sector with 11
points, with Costa Rica next at
seven and the United States tied
for third with five. The top
three teams advance.

Luis Garcia got the goal on a
solo rush through the defence in
the 64th minutes. For most of
the game, Mexico played defen-
sively, and El Salvador could
not penetrate.

The three African nations
joined the two autamatic quali-
fiers — France {(host] and Brazil
(defending champions) — for the
32-team soccer showcase in
France.

Tunisia tied Egypt 0-0 on
Sunday in Cairo, assuring them
the top place in African Group
Two. Tunisia have 13 points to
seven for Egypt with only one
game remaining.

Nigeria defeated Kenya 3-0
and Morocco downed Ghana 1-0
on Saturday. On Sunday,
Guinea beat Burkina Faso 3-1.

[n South America, it was Ar-
gentina 2, Peru 0; Ecuador 1,

FRANCE 78

rourl BN EaE B

Chila.1: Uruguay }, Celombia 1; |

and-Bolivia 1, Venezuela Li!: i

For hosts Argentina, Hernan
Crespo opened the scoring in
the 44th minutes and Diego
Simeone made it 2-0 in the
46th. Argentina (5-2-4) are sec-
ond in the standings with 19
points, four behind Paraguay.
The top four teams from South
America qualify.

Peru dropped to 3-4-4 with
13 points.

At Quito, Ariel Grazini
openied the scoring for hosts
Ecuador (4-5-2] 43 minutes into
the game on a header. Marcelo
Salas tied it in the 58th minute
for Chile (3-3-4).

Last-place Venezuela (0-9-2)
stunned visiting Bolivia (3-2-5)
when Gianni Savarese scored in

the 62. Bolivia's Ramiro
Castillo equalised eight min-
utes later, booting in a perfect
pass from Milton Coimbra.

Hosts Uruguay (4-5-2) took
the lead after just seven min-
utes when Dario Silva latched
onto a long pass from Alvaroco
Recoba to beat goalkeeper Farid
Mondragon. But striker
Hamilton Ricard scored five
minutes into the second half for
Colombia (5-3-3), which is third
overall with 18 points.

In Europe on Sunday, Scot-
land took a big step toward
qualifying when Gary McAllis-
ter scored on a 50th-minute
penalty kick for a 1-0 win over
Belarus in Minsk.

Scotland have 17 points in
eight games to lead Group Four.
Austria, who have played two
fewer games than Scotland, are
second with 13 points after a 3-
1 win in Latvia. Also in the
group, Sweden won 3-2 at Esto-
nia and have -12 points in six
games.

In Europe, the winners of
each of the nine groups and the
top second-place team get the 10
automatic berths.

Elsewhere in Europe on

Sunday:
In ();mup One, Denmark de-
feated Bosnia-Herzegovina 2-0.
The Danes lead the group with
13 points in five games, three
points ahead of Greece,

In Group Three, Hungary tied
leaders’ Norway 1-1 in Bu-
dapest, giving Norway 11 poaints
in five games, Hungary are 5¢¢-
ond with seven points in five
pames. Finland defeated Azer-
baijan 3-0.

In Group Five, Russia took
the lead with a 2-0 win in
Moscow over Israel in a game
briefly delayed by torrential
rain. Russia have 14 points to
13 for Israel. Bulgaria, with
Hristo Sicichkov rejoinin
the team and scoring a goal,
routed Luxembourg 4-0 to go to
12 points after five games.

In Group Six, Spain (20
points) won 1-0 over the Czech
Republic and Yugoslavia (19

oints) downed Slovakia 2-0.

e Faeroe Islands defeated
Malta 2-1.

In Africa on Sunday,
Namibia defeated Liberia 2-1,

South Africa beat Zambia 3-0 —
eliminating the losers from
contention — Cameroon tied
Angola 1-1, Togo blanked Zim-
babwe 2-0, and the Republic of
Congo heat Congo 1-0.

South Africa play the Re-
public of Congo on Aug. 17 to
decide who makes it to France.
Also that day, Cameroon car
qualify with a win at Zim-
babwe.

In Asia on Sunday, China,
the group leaders, tied Tajik-
istan 0-0, and Turkmenistan
routed winless Vietnam 4-0.

Bailey brought
down to earth

MOSCOW, June 2: Donovan
Bailey lost a soggy 100-metre
run to Nigeria's Davidson Ez-
inwa on Sunday, reports AP.

The Canadian sprinter and
world record-holder, who won a
showdown with Michael .John-
son of the United States one
week before, finished at 10.28
seconds to Ezinwa's 10.20

~The race, in the IAFF
Znamesky Memorial Grand
Prix meet, began moments after
a torrentia
abated.

thunderstorm

TODAY'S MATCHES

Green Delta First Division
Hockey League
- ' fVenne Hockey Stadium)

_Bangladesh Railway vs Vic-

toria (2:30 pm)

Mohammedan SC vs Warl
Club (4 pmyj

Third Division Football
League (Army Stadium)

Kadamtali Sangsad vs Mir-
pur Ekadash (2.45 pm)

Rayerbazar ACvs T & T Club
(4:30 pm )

Pioneer Football League

(West Zone, Venue: Dhan-
mondi)

Rainbow AC vs Surjosena
SC (2:45 pm)

Arambg_ﬁh KC vs Azimpur

KS (4:15p
Handball

Cute
League

Old Ideals vs Narinda Pra-
gati Boys Club (4 pm)

Premier

Chehre 9:30 Teen Do Paanch
10:00 HFF :
1:00 Jagu
Sivarams Kamal Kombination
2:00 Sapna Na Vavetar 2:30
Amaas Na Tara 3:00 No Prob-
lem 3:30 Anuraag 4:00 Tanav
4:30 ZED 5:00 HFF : Din Da-
hade 7:50 Haseen Pal 8:00
HFF : Qatl 10:30 Stand b

Fitness

Featuring :

Hydro Sauana

Steam Bath
Computerized Steam
Shaper

Body Bed Massager
Slim Maker

Computerized Excercise Bikes

Slim Rider ( By Body Shaping)

Step Machines

Stair Master (Lose Weight and Stay in Shape!

Fair & Fitness

Plot - 23 Road- 9/A Dhanmondi, R/A Dhaka

OH{?); j{?f‘ jﬁum I’

The Smartest place of Fitness equipment
The Health club for Women
In the Eminent Aristocratic Area
Women Owned, Women Operated
Experience what Orientalist have enjoyed
for more than 2000 Years, Up to Now!
Under The Direction/Managment of Female Doctor

Stir Entertainment Guide

Yari Dushman

ar Its My Choice 1:30

Dhanak & Health Tips 10:05 tingl:‘} 10:35 Classical Music
HAR TAAN HEY DEEPAK 10:30  11:00 Play

ENGLISH FILM: Home Impr-
ovement 10:55 MILLI NAGHMA
11:00 KHABRAIN 11:10 Anita
(Serial) 12:00 SPORTS HOUR
12:55 QURAN-E-HAKEEM 1:02
BISMILLAH 1:15 THE SCIENCE

SHOW 2:00 Yeh Jahan (Music
video) 2:25 Animated Classiscs
3:15 Geography & Sammar
school 4:20 Mitti Sona 5:00
Allah Huma Labbaik 5:25 Qabhi
Mein soochta Hoen (Drama
Serial) 6:25 AIOU COURSES
7:00 Dhanak 7:45 ENGLISH
NEWS 8:15 UN Quiz 8:45 Jab
(Drama Serial) 9:00 Break for

{ Ghare Baire 11:30
s
{Slril;:} mu Trishna 2:00
Kuasha Zakhan 2:30 Mantaz /
Bakul Katha (Serial) 3:00

(Serial * Moonmoon, Arjun) 3:

Science prog

Dinindan
(“Laboni,

1:00 Jane
Restless

Basanta Bahar (Serial} §:05
’ ignan Prasange
§:20 News 5:30 Employment
News/Lalitkala 6:00 Palli Katha
6:30 Gaan Niye 7:00 Serial
7:30 Bangla Sambad 7:55
:00 Bakul Katha
Anushree) 8:30
Anushandhan (Serial) 9:00
Janmabhumi (Serial) 9:30 Sil-

Dubb

iched 11:00 Taak Jhank 11:30

Gaane Jaane Maane 12:00

Ghaav {Enri&tli 2:30 Premier
M*Jw

Emum?: 02:30 Cine Matin-
ee-Hindi Feature Film 5:30

ji (Serial) 1:30 The
Ao The es

Double O Slip 6:00 Dennis The
Menace (Hindi Dubb English
Film) 6:30 Khoya Chand
7:00 | Dream Of Jeannie ;Hm
Dubb English Film) 7:30
Bewitched 8:00 Surf-Wheel Of
Fourtune (Game Show) 08:30
Cine Prime Hindi Film 11:30 The
Young And Restless 12:30
Mahayagaa é)Sh:\ﬂal 1:00 Taj

i [ & " - ¥ 7 P

10:45 HFF: Lawaaris 12:3 Headline News 10:00 Khaba- akala / Parichay (Serial Mahal Takita 1.30 Premier
HFF 1:30 Namaskar 2:00 Aa- mama & Commercial News & l?‘npas Pal) 10:00 Movie  (Latest Film Eonusl 2-“'“651::1_
haa 2:30 LT Chalo Chinema  Khushal P-:tan 11:20 VCD  Club Film Show 1:00 Wheel _Df ourtune (Ga
:00 Atco Ru Ba Ru 3:30 Hey Eﬁp Ter ;;ki;;azgf w.guqu Show) 2:30 Closed

- : : f ndow: ., 12: . Quin,

e gl Klackne Winen Lhan Seyreon SONY ET ZEE CINEMA
- TV E&SEHSEJH RHAEDARY 8:30 Khoya Khoya Chaand 7:30 Kaise Kaise Log 9:30 Madi

' glil Show) 9:00 Double :T{;L;mﬁﬁ'z 1’1& hara ':-‘!l

: 9:30 Dennis The Menace . 19 larana 1&£:
MAL"  NAAT 8:20 CARTOON Du Engl Fim) 1600l Kana) G, Frl)
iy M & Dream eann | : . .
?:.r:m :Eﬂ‘é’;’.&ﬁﬁ"ﬂ; 10:30 Janmadin (Birthday Gree- English Film) 10:30 Bew- 4:00 Narad Leela (A Tribute)

Jeevan 6:45 Khaitan Ikke Pe
Ikka 7:15 Dhund (Horror Film
10:00 Bajaj Ki Lehere 10:3
Dost (Dhamendra, mu-m
1:15 Filler 1:45 Hum Se
Zamana (Mithun C. Zeenat
Aman) 4:30 Filler 4:45 Call Girl

(Vikram, Zahira)



