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Flag meeting
BSF agrees to
stop road

construction

LALMONIRHAT, June B9:
Bangladesh and India have
withdrawn their troops after
two days of tension in the
Kuchlibari border in Patgram
thana, following a flag meeting
on Sunday night between the
border guards of the two coun-
tries, s UNB.

Local BDR jawans Saturday
barred the Indian authorities
from constructing a road in the
‘no man's land' in Kuchlibari
border of the district.

As the tension mounted,
frontier forces of both #he coun-

iries erected bunkers in their
respective areas and took a
face-to-face position with

heavy weapons.
Later, a 1l mcctin% was
by BDR and the Indian

rder Security Force (BSF)

to sit for a meeting,

During the discussion, the
Indian side agreed in principle
to stop constructing the road.

It was also agreed in the flag
meeting that a decision on the
matter would be taken after a
meeting between the Foreign
Ministry officials of the two
countries, sources said.

IAF chopper landed
at Chunarughat

due to bad
weather: Delhi

The government of India
yesterday formally informed
the Bangladesh government
that "An Indian helicopter
strayed from its planned route
due to bad weather on 20 May
and was compelled to force-
land in Bangladesh territory,”
an official hang%ut said last-
night, reports BSS.

The adesh government
had lodged a protest to the In-
dian government asking rea-
sons for violation of Bangla-
desh air space by an Indian Air
.Force helicopter that landed at
Chunarughat in Habigonj
district on May 20.

Mine blast near

Myanmar border
-kills Bangladeshi

COX'S BAZAR, June 9: A
Bangladeshi national was
killed when a mine planted by
Myanmar border security force
went off in the deep forest of
Waladon frontier in
Naikongchhari thana of Ban-
darban district yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Family sources said Syed
Ahmed, 35, of Chakboitha vil-
lage in Ukhia thana of Cox's
Bazar was Kkilled in the mine
blast when he was collecting
wood in the forest.

Ahmed went to the forest
yesterday morning alongwith
some other villagers and met

the tragic end of his life at about
5 pm.
Being informed by the vil-
lagers, relatives of Ahmed re-
covered the body this moming.

Barisal jail break
incident: Charge

framed against 40

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, June 9: Kotwali
lice said, charge sheets have
framed against 40 persons
for their involvement in the
Barisal jail break incident last
year.
They will be produced before
court tomorrow.,
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JS budget session
begins today

The budget session of the
Jatiya Sangsad begins at 4 pm
today.

It is the fifth session of the
seventh parliament,

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria will place the national
budget for fiscal 1997-98 in the
House on June 12 at 3:05 pm,
said a government handout yes-
terday.

Bangladesh Betar will
broadcast live the proceedings
of the budget session it added.

The finance minister will
also address a post-budget press

conference at the NEC building

at 10 am on June 13,

This will be the second na-
tional budget in the nearly one-
year Awami League rule,

The AL government placed
the first budget, prepared by the
caretaker administration, in
the first session of the present

By Staff Correspondent

parliament in July last year.
The finance minister is also

due to place the revised budget

for 1996-97 along with the new

bud%pt.
he JS Business Advisory
Committee comprising repre-
sentatives from both the Trea-
sury and the Opposition
benches is scheduled to meet at
10 this morning to decide the
duration and business of the
session. Parliamentary parties
of the ruling AL, the opposition
BNP and the Jatiya Party will
also meet separately today to
decide their respective strate-
gies on various issues to come
up during the session. _
The JS Secretariat received
more than 2500 questions,
some 3,000 resolutions and a
good number of call attention
notices until yesterday, sources
concerned said, adding that the

secretariat was equi&:ped with
printed questions and their an-
swers for the next 10 days.

The budget session is likely
fo be a lengthy one with mem-

bers of the Treasury and the Op-
position benches discussing the
allocations and proposals. The

House will pass the new budget
by June 30.

The JS session is also likely
to deal with a number of issues
of political importance, includ-
ing the parliamentary commit-
tee report on formation of JS
standing committees on various
ministries and four bills on
local government bodies and
two on checking repression on
women.

Besides, the much-talked-
,about bill for separation of the

judiciary may also come in this
Sessior.

@he Daily Star
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Former hief minister of Maharashtra Sharad Pawar waits for the election officer to

complete paper formalities, before casting his vote yesterday at Tilak Bhaban in Bombay for
the Congress presidential election.
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' of WASA ahé city corpo-
ration at Purana Paltan near the Little Flowers School.
Residents of the area said the sewer burst weeks

— Star photo: Sk Enamul Hugq.

Manikganj byelection

MANIKGANJ, June 9: The
nomination paper of the Jatiya
Party candidate in Manikganj-
3 by-election has been rejected
on the ground of bank loan de-
fault, reports UNB.

officer here today declared can-
celled the candidature of Mo-
hammad Ramzan Ali, president
of district Jif and Manikganj
va chairman.

mﬁwncr of a rice mill, Ramzan
Ali received from a local
branch of ani Bank a loan
which — with interest accrued
to it — stood at Tk 4.32 lakh,
bank t said.

The Returning Officer re-

n Ali following infor-
mation from the Agrani Bank.

After scrutiny, the returning

tccted the nomination of

JP candidate out of
race for loan default

It was learnt from bank
sources that the candidate de-
posited 10 per cent of the out-
standing loans as per rules for
rescheduling the loan.

But the local bank authori-
ties were compelled to serve a
loan default notice as they did-
n't get any clearance in this re-

from head office.

Ramzan. however, was
Ercpartng to appeal to the Chief

lection Commissioner chal-
lenging legality of the cancella-
tion, y sources said.

After the cancellation of
Ramzan's nomination, five
candidates remained in race in
Manikganj-3 by-election.

The candidates are Col (retd)
M A Malek of Awami ue,

See Page 12 Col 1

By Staff Correspondent

The hearing of the Banga-
bandhu murder case, which was
stayed on May 6 by the court of
District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka, is scheduled to resume
today.

District and Sessions Judge
Kazi Golam Rasul announced
the stay order till June 10, fol-
lowing a defence petition that
the I:éﬁh Court had stayed the
proceedings of the case for a pe-
riod of four weeks in its order
on May 4.

A Division Bench of the High
Court cnmprisin% Justice

Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury

and Justice Shah Abu Nayeem

Mominur Rahman had passed

the order upon a criminal revi-

sion petition filed by Zobaida

Rashid, challenging the charge
See Page 12 Col 6

Student bodies

defy ban
on CU campus

CHITTAGONG, June 9; The
Islami Chhatra Shibir, Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya to-
day brought out processions
and held rallies on the Chit-
tagong University campus, de-
fying the ban imposed by the
authorities, reports UNB.

The university authorities
i,;esterda}r clamped down on

olding rallies, processions
and gathering by student organ-
isations on the campus and its
adjoining areas till June 30.

The ban followed Saturday's
bloody clash between two rival
factions of Chhatra L::guc that
left two students ingu ;

Leaders of the student fronts
who brought out processions
and held rallies on the campus
today said the authorities can-
not impose such a ban on the

See Page 12 Col 7

‘I'wo Bangladeshis
killed in Kuwait

mine blast

KUWAIT CITY, June 9: Two
Bangladeshi shepherds were
killed when landmines ex-
ploded in the desert in southern
Kuwait, the Interior Ministry

said yesterday, reports AFP.
A minis statement, car-
ried by the official Kuwait news

agency Kuna, did not say when
the :ﬁephtrdu were killed by
mines while working between
the area of Minagish and
Ahmed Al-Jaber airbase in the
south of the country.

Kuwait was heavily mined
by Iragi troops after the inva-
sion in August, 1990. A massive
mine-clearing operation began
after liberation in February
1991, but stray mines often ex-
plode with fatal consequences.

Task force to be

formed for
denationalised

industries

The Cabinet yesterday de-
cided to constitute a task force
to identify irregularities in
maintaining the terms and
conditions by denationalised
industries, reports UNB.

It will also formulate rec-
ommendations for preventing
such lapses on the part of the
industrial units which were
privatised on certain terms and
conditions.

The Cabinet took the deci-
sion at a meeting held at the
Secretariat with Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The meeting also approved
the draft bill of the President's
Award Fund (Amendment) Act,
1997.

Ministers, State Minister,
Cabinet Secretary, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister
and other secretaries concerned
were present in the meeting.

" RU Shibir"

GS arrested

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 9: Motihar
thana police arrested the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Islami
Chhatra Shibir Rajshahi Uni-

versity Unit Md Mainul Islam
from Mirzapur village near the
campus last night.

Police also nabbed two other
Shibir activists from Baman-
shikor village. The two were
identified as Ali Azam and
Hafizur Rahman Mintu. -

With these arrests the total
number of Shibir leaders and
activists so far taken in custody
has risen to 40.

The leaders of Jamaat city
and district units have con-
demned the arrests.

— AFP/UNB photo

Pawar, Pilot allege rigging

Kesri likely to retain
Cong leadership

NEW DELHI, June 9:
Congress presidential candi-
dates Sharad Pawar and Rajesh
Pilot today complained of rig-
%ing in the polls to pick a party
eader through voting in more
than four decades, report agen-
cies.

Sitaram Kesri, who assumed
the party presidency last
September when former prime
minister P V Narasimha Rao
resigned in disgrace over a cor-
ruption scandal, was ected
to cruise to victory in the three-
man race to lead India's oldest
party.

Returning Officer Oscar Fer-
randes clarilied that the allega-
tions by the two candidates
would be looked into by the rel-

evant authorities provided the
charges were substantiated.

More than 95 per cent of
about 8000 delegates today cast
their vote to choose the party
president.

The ballot boxes will be
brought to Delhi from state
capitals and counting will be
held on June 12.

"I'm confident Congressmen
will vote for the revival of the

arty,” Pawar said after casting
is vote in Bombay.

A Kesri aide said this after-
noon that the party president
had no plans to vote. Kesri had
told reporters Sunday that he
saw no need to vote for himself,
and was confident of winning,

See Page 12 Col 4
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11 state-owned textile mills

Enhanced benefits for
voluntary retirement

The workers and employees
of 11 state-owned textile mills,
who want to go on voluntary re-
tirement, will be given addi-
tional financial facilities. a
high-powered meeting decided
yesterday, reports UNB.

The meeting of the Commit-
tee on non-profitable textile
and jute mills with Finance
Minister Shah A M S Kibria in
the chair took the decision after
reviewing the Mustafiz Com-
mittee report.

As per the new decision, the
workers and employees of the
11 mills, identified earlier, will
be given enhanced facilities ac-
cording to their duration of ser-

vice.

The workers and employees
will be paid in cash at a time by
July 31 provided the prime
minister approves the decision.

Another committee was also
forrned with the Textiles Secre-
tary as its chairman to fix the
conditions and methods for
handing over the ownership of
mills to the workers as per the
assurance of the prime minis-
ter.

MPs Ahsanullah Masler and
A B M Abul Kashem have been
made advisers of the committee
which will submit its report by
June 30.

See Page 12 Col 7

Budget should be balanced &
pro-investment : DCCI chief

By Rafig Hasan and Govinda Shil

President of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) A S M Quasem has said
Bangladesh needs a 'balanced
and pro-investment' budget for
its development.

In an interview with The
Daily Star yesterday, Quasem, a
leading garments manufacturer
and chairman of Newage Group,
emphasised the need for re-
forming the financial sector,
improving infrastructure,
strengthening the capital mar-
ket and ensuring law and order.

He said the new budget
should seek to eradicate poverty
and increase literacy rate while
attempting to meet the 'high ex-
pectations’ of the business
community.

"We want to see the continua-

tion of government's fiscal
policies, expeditious reform of
the banking sector and mea-
sures for strengthening the
country’'s capital markets.” he
said.

The DCCI chief said the gov-
ernment should reform the fi-
nancial sector including the tax
system and the banks. He sug-
gested expansion of the tax net-
work to cover all sections of
people. instead of raising the
rates,

He said the banking laws
need reform to give the banks
the power to recover the bad
loans. At present the laws are so
complicated that it is difficult
for them to recover defaulted
loans, he added,

See Page 12 Col B
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Computerised driving licence

A to issue a com-
puteri data-based plastic
driving licence with holo-
E:‘pllnc image of the driver has

awaiting clearance by the
Finance Ministry for the past

Transport Authority (BRTA).

it has frustrated BRTA's ef-
fort to modernise the system of
issuing driving licence in the
country and tighten control on
fake licences,
which have turned into a thriv-

Police sources and experts
of drivers with

fake licences who otherwise

three years, accnrdin% to
sources in the Bangladesh

production of

By Shehab Ahmed

could not pass the strict regime
of driving tests are contributing
to rising incidents of road acci-
dents.

The Finance Ministry is re-
portedly sitting on the proposal
sent by BRTA in 1994 on tech-
nical grounds, an official pre-
ferring anonymity told The
Daily Star.

¢ ministry said the pro-
posal has many shortcomings,
requiring changes in the exist-
ing rules and regulations to al-
low installation of equipment
and their operation on turn-key
basis to provide plastic card
type licences.

The system is designed to

Proposal made three years
ago still awaits clearance

provide hollographic images
with letters punched to secure it
t forgeries.

The BRTA had completed
necessary work including ten-
ders from suppliers. But objec-
tion bY the Finance Ministry on
installing and operating the
equi t by suppliers has vir-
tualg shelved the project.

In 1989, the Traffic Division
of the Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice introduced plastic drivi
licences on an experimenta
basis. These licences with Po-
laroid pictures were valid until
June 1 ;

By that time BRTA was en-

See Page 12 Col 3

Country has now

become market
of India;: Ershad

KHULNA, June 9: Jatiya
Party Chairman H M Ershad
has accused the present gov-
ernment of failure to run the
administration with sound fi-
nancial management, reports
UNB.

"Government has failed to
achieve revenue target in the
current year ... Development ac-
tivities remain stopped. And it
is paying salaries to govern-
ment :mlplﬂyecu borrowin
money from commercia
banks,” he told a public meeting
here today.

The Jl!IEad:r urged the gov-
ernment not to privatise public
sector mills and factories with-
out creating new employment
opportunity for the workers.

The country has now become
a market of India, he alleged,
saying "border is today opened
for free smuggling, resulting in
the destruction ruination of

See Page 12 Col 3

Accord with Indian team today

2 joint venture cement
plants to be set up

Bangladeshi and Indian en-
trepreneurs will sign agree-
ments today for setting up two
Lﬂint venture cement plants,

eginning a process lor in-
creased economic ties between
Bangladesh and seven north-
eastern states of India, reports
UNB.

Of the two cement plants,
one will be set up in Bangladesh
while the other in India.

This was stated by President
of the Federation of Industries
of North-Eastern Region
(FINER)., India, H S Kumbhat
while addressing a press con-
ference at a local hotel yester-
day afternoon.

With Indian raw materials,
Indus Cement Plant of India
will set up its venture with Fu-
ture Trade BD Ltd either in Ra-
jshahi or in Sylhet while Norpo

Cements Ltd will set up a plant
in Meghalaya with Bangladeshi
partner Bengal Tiger Cements
Ltd of the capacity of producing
one lakh tons per annum.

The 42-member Indian trade
delegation exploring Business
possibilities in Bangladesh
termed their present visit as
successful.

Kumbhat said the backward
Indian north-eastern region
needs investment from Bangla-
desh and the central govern-
ment has given highest priority
for the economic development
of the region.

He said in a separate policy
for the north-eastern region,
the Indian central government
is expected to pump in 6,100
crore Rupees for infrastructural
development. This will help

See Page 12 Col 6

call-off of the strike by
dian Truck Drivers'
tion.
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BISTEC accord
L]
Sub-regional
» -
airline to be
a
established

NEW DELH]I, June 9: The just
concluded meeting of sub-re-
gional economic cooperation
among Bangladesh, India, Sri
Lanka and Thailand held in
Bangkok has agreed to estab-
lish a sub-regional airline to be
called BIST (Bangladesh—In-
dia-Sri Lanka-Thailand), In-
dian Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare
Salim I Shervani said here to-
day, reports BSS.

Shervani, who is expected to
take over as the Minister of
State for External Affairs at
any moment, led the Indian
delegation to the meeting of
Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-
Thailand Economic Coopera-
tion (BIST-EC).

He said it was agreed that
technical experts from the four
countries would study the estab-
lishment of the sub-regional
airline and make recommen-
dations. Thereafter, a meeting

would be held to work out
oee Page 12 Col 3

2 accomplices of
Sweden Aslam
arrested in city

Police in separate drives yes-

| terday arrested four alleged ter-

rorists, including two associ-
ates of Sweden Aslam, and re-
covered a stolen revolver and
some ammunition, reports
UNB.

A special team of detective
branch raided West Tejturib-
azar area in Tejgaon thana at
about 2 pm and arrested Abu
Salam Saidur Rahim alias
Tuhin, 33, a close associate of
Aslam. :

They also arrested Delwar
Hossain, 20, from the area and,
following their confessional
statement, recovered 34 bullets
from a cigarette carton at a gro-
cery shop. -

Aslam, arrested on May 19,
is now on police remand under
DB custody for the third con-
seciitive time,

In another drive at Lalmatia
in Mohammadpur thana, the
DB team arrested one "terrorist"
Liton alias Ripon., 23, and
picked up his friend Solaiman
alias Sole, 21, from Dholaikhal
area.

Acting on Solaiman's slate-
ment, police recovered a stolen
.38 bore US-made revolver
along with three empty car-
tridges from his Nasiruddin
Sarder Lane house

The revolver was stolen
fromn Mohammadpur area on
March 3.

Charge framed
against 7 1n
Abul Kashem
murder case

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 9: The Dis-
frict and Sessions Judge has
framed charges against seven
accused in the Abul Kashem
murder case, reports UNB.

The name of another ac-

| cused, Kazi Aminul Huq, a for-

mer KCC mayor. has been
dropped from the charge

. The accused are f[ormer
Jatiya Party MP Abdul Gaffar
Biswas, ward commissioner If-
tiaruddin Bablu, Monir Hos-
sain, Tariqul Huda, Moshfeq,
Mofiz and Omiker.

Judge Khondaker Musa
Khaled read out the names of
the seven accused in the court
yesterday.

Abul Kashem, an ex-presi-
dent of Khulna Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and JP
city unit general secretary, and
his car driver M Hossain, were
gunned down in broad day light
on April 25, 1995.

Meherpur BCL
activist stabbed

to death

MEHERPUR, June 9: An ac-
tivist of Chhatra League, the
student wing of ruling Awami
League, was stabbed to death by
his rival group at Natunpara in
the town today, reports UNB.

Police said Amjad, 20. an
activist of BCL city unit, was
stabbed by a group of youths in
front of a shop nearby his resi-
dence at about 6 pm. He ap-
peared in the SSC examination
this year.

eanw aile, local Awami
League and its front organisa-
tions brought out a procession
in the towr: carrying the body of
Amjad and held a rally in front
of the local press club.

The raliv demanded imme-
diate arrest of the killers ol
Amjad.

Work  resumes
in Benapole

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, June 9: Business
activities in Benapole land port
resumed today nllnwirﬁ the

the In-
Associa-

The strike was withdrawn

after an Indian driver, arrested
Ih::‘y Sharsha thana ice on

ay 27, was released by a court
h:r:cdrcaterda}r. Police had ar-
rested the Indian in connection
with a road accident in which a

minor boy was killed.



