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Kesri set to win Cong
leadership struggle

NEW DELHI, June 8; Sitaram
Kesri is set to win a bitter strug-
gle for the leadership of India's
oldest political bloc Monday
but rivals say the aged chiefs
re-election will not refurbish
the party's flagging image, re-
ports AFP.

Kesri, 77, who served the
Congress (I) for more than 50
years, is widely expected to
trounece his rivals in Monday's
nationwide elections to pick
new party functionaries and a
president but the 112-year-old
party, which suffered its worst
electoral defeat last year, will
lose in the long run they say.

The former parg treasurer
is being challenged by ex-de-
fence minister Sharad Pawar, a
leader from India's most indus-
trialised state, and Rajesh Pilot,
a self-proclaimed "peasant
leader.”

An opinion poll by the India
Today fortnightly news-
magazine said 60 per cent of the
8,200 party workers, who are
due to vote Monday, supported
Kesri.

It said only 2,668 were anti-
Kesri while 867 were "unde-
cided.”

"Kesri will certainly win the
election,” agenior leader said
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Arafat, Netanyahu talk b}r Pphone: [srael

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu an
Yasser Arafat spoke by telephone over the weekend ahead of a
meeting of the two sides' negotiators yesterday, Israel Army
radio reported. AFP says from Jerusalem.

who initiated the telephone conver-
Israeli and Palestinian officials were

not immediately available for comment.
tanyahu have not met sincerely
ans broke off peace negotiations in March over Israel's decision
to build a new Jewish housing project in disputed East
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in Guatemala, 35 dead: a

Saturday when the bus they were travelin
18 rpad in the western province o
Huehuetenango, authorities said, AP reports from Guatemala

on condition of anonymity.
But others, both within the

party and outside, say his re-
election will mean that the
scandal-tainted party will
carry on functioning in its
usual style with an all-powerful
executive that has little ac-

countability.
"He is amoral,” said Pilot.

“He is unable to deliver the
goods. You need somebody today
who has the dynamism to carry

the party together, who
understands the pulse of the
le.

“In Kesri's eight or nine
months, the party has gone
down."

Kesri became Congress pres-
ident in September after virtu-
ally furcinévnut former prime
minister Narasimha Rao,
who was implicated in several
corruption sandals. He then
promised to "galvanise" the
party.

But his tenure was marred by
his sudden and unilateral with-
drawal of Congress' key support
to India's ru in%_l multi-party
coalition in March.

He backtracked later, ending
a political crisis only after the
alliance changed the prime
minister.
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3 WW-II bombs fbund in UK:

British army engineers yesterday recovered from the sea three
prototype bouncing bombs used in the Second World War,

The bombs, designed by Barmes Wallis and used in an air at-
tack in 1943 to disrupt German war industries, were found in
the sea near Herne Bay on Britain's south-east coast. "They are
of the threads and bolts are still work-
able," said army spokesman captain Alan Conroy.

Mild quake shakes Iran: an cart-

quake with "a magnitude of 4.8 jolted the northern city of
Rudbar early Sunday, but there were no reports of casualties or
damage. the official Islamic Republic News Agency reported, AP

destroyed in 1990 when two quakes

50,000 peop
e hit at 1:00 am (20:30 GMT Saturday), the -
The city is 225 kilometers {140 miles) north-

e and leaving half a million

Volunteer firemen said they were still working to recover the
bodies of the victims. Guatemalan army troops were also help-
ing in the rescue effort. Ambulances from several nearbl?‘r coml-
munities were used to transport injured passengers w
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French soldier killed in Congo:
French soldier was killed and five others were wounded
a shootout with Congolese troops in
Brazzaville, reliable sources said. AFP reports from Kinshasa.
No further details on the incident were immediatel
able. Heavy artillery fire echoed across the Congo river from the
Congolese capital several times on Saturday evening. ~
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Yalestinian bedouin woman passes

in front of two

Israeli soldiers guarding a land confiscated by the Israeli
army to open a road for the settlers of "Moraj"
settlement in Rafah City south of Gaza Strip on Sat-
urday. Hundreds of Palestinians owners of the land have
been protesting for the sixth running day against the

Israeli decision.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI. June 8: Con-
gress delegates across the
country will elect their new
president tomorrow in a direct
election in two decades at the
end of a bitter campaign in the
party in which the era of
charismatic leaders has ended,
reports PTI.

Incumbent Chief, Sitaram
Kesri, who was appointed y
president by the CWC in
September last year in the wake
of resignation of RPV
Narasimha Rao, is locked in a
triangular contest with heavy-
weight, Sharad Pawar and
young Rajesh Pilot.

The contest became in-
evitable after efforts for a con-
sensus failed and appeals for
Sonia Gandhi to take over the
leadership were turned down.

Pawar and Pilot have
thrown their hat in the ring on
the plank that there was an ur-
gent need to rejuvenate the
party and an ageing Kesri can-
not fill the bill.

The campaign for the con-
test, the third since indepen-
dence and fifth in its 112-year
Congress history, witnessed
charges and countercharges by
rival groups bringing to the fore
fissures in the :

The Kesri camp has given
ample indications that the real
challenge to its leader was from
Pawar. One of the Kesri loyal-
ists, Arjun Singh, went to the
extent of dubbing the former
Maharashtra chief minister as
a "proxy candidate” of P V
Narasimha Rao, evoking sharp
reaction fromm Pawar support-
ers.

Likewise, Pawar's main tar-
get in his campaign was Kesri.

The Narasimha Rao group
has come out in support of
Pawar as it fears growing
marginalisation of the former
prime minister under Kesri.

Both Pawar and Pilot have
criticised Kesri's style of leader-
ship saying that with him at the

' Cong (I) delegates to
elect new party
president today

cannot fare well
ections.

Charges of serious irregular-
ities and bogus elections have
been levelled by Kesris oppo-
nents, who have said that the
delegates’ lists had been pre-
pared in the "drawing rooms
and bed rooms” of leaders with
a view to perpetuating Kesris
reign at the helm.

Kesri has dismissed the
charges with his supporters
claiming that the rivals were
p their excuse for their
imminent defeat.

Under the constitu-
tion, in a multi-cornered con-
test, voter has to give his
second preference to make his
vote valid.

helm, the
in future

Both the Pawar and Kesri
camps have indicated to their

followers that the second pref-
erence votes should go to Pilot,
who has still not indicated
what his supporters should do.

Indo-Nepal agreements herald
end to politics of water?

Tarun Basu writes from Kathmandu

The formalisation of a river
development treaty and a power
trade agreement between India
and Nepal during Prime Minis-
ter I.K. Gujral's visit here marks
a turning point in the long-
drawn politics of water in the
subcontinent.

It not only opens up Nepal's
vast water resources lor power
generation but is viewed as an
example of how cooperative re-
alism can serve the develop-
mental interests of a region
where the dilemmas of equi-
table sharing have marred the
prospects of harnessing of its
international rivers.

The agreement with Nepal
comes after the conclusion of
the India-Bangladesh treaty on
the sharing of Ganges waters in
December last year.

Nepal has an estimated po-
tential for generation of 83,000
megawatts of power. But at pre-
sent it generates a pitiful 245
MW, or less than one per cent of
its potential. The same common
rivers that can irrigate five
million hectares of land now do
a mere 65,000 hectares.

"These incessantly flowing
waters have been a stark testi-
mnngetn the wasted opportuni-
ties between the two countries,”
says Dr Mahendra Lama, a
South Asian expert at New
Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, who is here as part of
the Indian delegation.

In Nepal, ever since the
1950s, exploitation of the
country's water resources has
been not only an economic is-
sue but a highly political one.
Although a number of India-
aided hydro-electric projects
have contributed substantially
to Nepal's economic develop-
ment, the delay in implementa-
tion of others and the percep-

f

“
.

' site where a |

tion that some of the them gave
an unfair deal to Ne led a
section of the Nepalese ruli
elite to view India's role wit
suspicion.

Also while India stressed on
bilateralism in terms of provid-
ing funds, technicians and con-
struction expertise as also in
power purchase, Nepal h
on a multilateral approach to

500 Neolithic
artifacts
unearthed

SHIJIAZHUANG, June 8:
More than 500 items of
stoneware, pottery, and bronze
were une ed while archas=ol-
ogists were checking a site prior
to construction work on a Sino-
German
China's
Xinhua.

Chinese archaeologists said
that the artifacts dated back to
the late Stone Age and the early
Shang Dynasty (16-11th cen-
tury BC), and will contribute to

wer plant in north
ebei province, reports

the study of local prehistorical

cultures - i ;
' eolithic re . e
e rubbish %ﬁd‘anm 1if
e number of
clay pottery pieces and a few
bone, stone and (?aintﬁd pottery
pieces were found.

The Shang relics, the bronze,
pottery, stone, and boneware
were unearthed in the remains
of buildings, kilns, rubbish
pits, and tunnels. The bronze
pieces were knoves, the stone-
ware consisted of spades,
sickles, and axes, and the
boneware included arrowheads,

needles, hair pins, and oracle
bones.

clu

avoid delays and cost overrun
and its nervousness about In-
dian design ex ise. As a re-
sult a number of river harness-
ing projects in the pipeline suf-
fered delays of years, even
decades.

However, after the gn]itica]
change of 1990 which ruuﬁ_l;lt
multi-party democracy to the
Himalayan kingdom, there was
growing realisation amon

lanners, policy makers, intel-
ectuals and politicians that
something concrete needed to be
done for exploitation of the wa-
ter resources for power, irriga-
tion, flood control and naviga-
tion.

Only 10 per cent of the coun-

had access to electricity and
while demand for power was in-

creasing 25 MW every year,
the country could not afford the
60 million dollars it would cost
to provide that power.

The scarcity of power ham-
pered the development of agri-
cultural, industrial, trade and
service sectors of the ﬂcunnglg
with a GNP per capita of $1
making Nepal one of the world's
ten poorest countries.

"Nepal lost nearly a quarter
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enues from its vast water re-
sources owing to narrow inter-
ests and short- ted vision of
its political leaders," said a
commentary in the leading
daily Kathmandu Post.

The Mahakali treaty, signed
between then governments of
Prime Ministers P.V. Naras-
imha Rao in India and Sher
Bahadur Deuba in Nepal in
February 1996, was seen as a
watershed.

— India Abroad News Service

"Move to admit 3

states may disrupt
ASEAN solidarity’

MANILA, June 8: The deci-
sion by the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to admit Myanmar,
Cambodia and Laos has "sowed
the seeds of discored” that could
disrupt the group's solidarity. a
leading Philippines newspaper
said today, reports AFP.

"Myanmar s accession
opened cracks in the wall of
ASEAN solidarity that were pa-
pered over by the official state-
ment,” the Philippine daily In-
quirer said in its editorial.

It said the decision to admit
the three countries was o
by the Philippines and Thai-
land. while Singapore had
reservations on economic
grounds and that “for the first
time in its 30-year history,
ASEAN was not one big happy,
harmonious family."

ASEAN groups Brunei, In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-

ines, Singapore, Thailand and
ietnam. Myanmar, Cambodia,

and Laos are to be formally
admitted to ASEAN during a
ministerial meeting in July.

Troops make little
headway to capture
vital road to

northern Lanka

COLOMBO, June 8: Govern-
ment troops made little head-
way over the weekend into
rebel-held territory in their at-
tempt at capturing a vital road
to northern Sri Lanka, a mili-
tary official said Sunday. re-
ports AP.

The bodies of 21 Tamil Tiger
rebels were recovered Saturday,
said Col WP Withana, a mili-
tary spokesman. Six soldiers
ha]:]V been killed and 24 injured
in the latest fighting.

He said the soldiers had been
able to advance about one
kilometre (one mile) on Satur-
day.

On Friday, government sol-
diers captured Periyamadu, a
village close to the heavily for-
tified rebel-held town of
Puliyankulam, 235 kilometres
(145 miles) north of the capital,
Colombo.

Monitored rebel radio
transmissions had indicated
government warplanes and ar-
tillery fire had made several di-
rect hits Saturday, causing
heavy casualties among the
rebels, he added.

Thai politicians

urged not to use

monarchy to kill
new charter

BANGEKOK, June 8: A mem-
ber of Thailand's coalition gov-

' ernment has urged politicians

to stop stirring fears about
curbs on the monarchy to turn

ple against a new draft con-
stitution, Radio Thailand re-
ported Sunday, says AP.

Pinit Charusombat, deputy
minister of transport and
communications and leader of
the Seritham Party, criticised
those who "are trying to insti-
gate the public against the new
charter by heightening the peo-

le's fear over changes that af-
ect the monarchy and the jus-
tice system.”
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Israel to temporarily
halt settlements

in West Bank, Gaza

JERUSALEM, June 8 Israel
has reportedly agreed to tem-
porarily halt the building of
Jm:hﬁxtﬂmns}én I;:lﬁc est
Bank K Gaza a ted
sector of Jtﬂs.?-!pﬂ-ﬂltm. a si sﬂilhat
the deadlock in peace t may
break soon, reports AP.

The decision paved the way
for a Sunday meeting in Cairo
involving Israeli Cabinet Secre-
tary Dan Naveh and the chief
Palestinian negotiator, Saeb
Erekat, Israeli Media said.

Both sides are discussing the
duration of the construction
freeze, Israel TV and radio re-
ported, attributing the informa-
tion to unidentified Israeli and
Palestinian officials.

However, Shai Bazak. a
spokesman for Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. denied
the report.

The Palestinians broke off
talks with Israel in mid-March,
after Israel broke und on the
neighbourhood at Har Homa,
known in Arabic as Jabal Abu
Ghneim. The Palestinians said
they would only resume peace
talks if Israel halted construc-
tion in east Jerusalem, the West

Bank and Gaza Strip.

Emanuel Rosen, the tical
reporter for lsrael TV's Channel
2, said Saturday that senior Is-
racli and Palestinian officials
told him Netanyahu "is wiling,
to have a temporary pause in
the building of settlements.”

Some of the sources said Ne-
tanyahu's promise to halt con-
struction also included Har
Homa. Rosen said.

Israel radio also r
that Netanyahu has to a
temporary building freeze.

Israel TV said the leaks
about a construction freeze an-
gered Netanyahu and might
scuttle Sunday's meeting in
Cairo. Bazak. however. con-
firmed Saturday night that the
meeting woul ahead and
that Naveh would attend.

The reports came after
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat met Saturday with
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in Cairo. Egypt has
been trying to bring the two.
sides back to the negotiating
table and has urged Netanyahu
to agree to a six-month freeze in
settlement construction.

eported

Lebanon likely to resume
diplomatic ties with Iraq

BEIRUT, June 8: Lebanon
will "soon” resume diplomatic
ties with Iraq and resume bilat-
eral trade, Jachques Sarraf,
Chairman of the Lebanese In-
dustrialists Association, ex-

Ecctcd yesterday, reports Xin-
ua.

Sarraf, who visited Baghdad
heading a powerful delegation
of Lebanese businessmen, was
quoted by the state-run
Lebanon radio as saying that
the Lebanese government "will
coordinate on this issue with
Syria.”

Syria, with some 35,000
troops stationed on two thirds
of Lebanon's territory, is the

most influential foreign broker
in this country.

"The resumption of diplo-
matic relations is necessary for
a resumption of Lebanon's ex-

ports to Iraq.” Sarraf pointed
out, hoping that Lebanon and
Irag will re-open their em-
bassies in each other’s capitals.

The Lebanese industrialists
associations has a say in the
policy-making of the Lebanese
government under the billion-
aire-turned Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

Lebanon broke off diplo-
matic ties with Iraq in April
1994, over the killing of an
Iraqi opposition leader, Talib
Suheli Al-Tamimi in Beirut in
which the Lebanese government
accused Iraqgi diplomats of be-
ing involved.

However, the relations be-
tween Iraq and Lebanon had be-
come tense when Iraq backed
Lebanese former army general
Michel Aoun in his failed war
against Syrian forces in
Lebanon in 1989,

US ethics panel recommends
law to ban human cloning

WASHINGTON, June 8: A US
ethics panel on Saturday rec-
ommended legislation to ban
the cloning of entire human be-
ings but would still allow pri-
vate cloning of human embryos
for research, reports Reuter. .

nJIHM TS

The National Biogthics Ad-
visory Commission said these
cloned embryos should not be
allowed to be implanted into
women's wombs to make viable
babies, a source familiar with
the recommendations said.

President Bill Clinton asked
the advisory group in February
o review the legal and ethical
ramifications of cloning after
scientists in Scotland cloned a
lamb using a cell from an adult
sheep.

The 18-member commission
consisted of scientists, lawyers
and theologians,

Clinton in March had al-
ready banned federal funding of
human cloning work, broaden-
ing his 1994 prehibition of gov-

ment-fanded hnman embryo
research. |

The panel's proposal would
extend that human cloning baﬁ
to include privately funde
work but leaves in place the
current policing allowing pri-
vate embryo research.

A pharmaceutical industry
|group welcomed the recognition
‘of the importance of genetic re-
search but said any law against
cloning complete human beings-
should be narrowly defined.

Janata Dal striving to broker

peace between two factions

Mahesh Uniyal writes from New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister [.K.
Gujral's Janata Dal (JD) party
was trying hard to broker peace
between two factions to avoid
a likely split in the run up to
next week's election of a new
organisational chief.

Gujral himself was being
proposed as a likely compro-
mise JD president to avert a
contest for the party's top post
which threatens to splinter the
largest member of the 14-p
ruling United Front (UF) coali-
tion. ;

However, the Prime Minister
and senior JD leaders decided to
attend a controversial Sunday
meeting of the JD national ex-
ecutive, which was seen as a
boost to the chances of scam-
tainted Bihar Chief Minister
Laloo Prasad Yadav being re-
elected party chief,

. The organisational turmoil
in the JD was matched by that
in the former ruling Congress
party which is keeping Gullral's
UF in office. There were fears
that the June 9 election of a new
Congress president could split
the over century-old party
which is used to making choices
by "consensus”.

Yadav had called the JD
executive meeting in his capac-

ity as the JD president, appar-

ently with the intention of per-
suading the party to defer the
June 10 polls which the belea-
guered Bihar Chief Minister
may lose.

There were indications that
the poll would be postponed as
the national Election Commis-
sion, which has set a June 15
deadline for completion of or-
ganisational elections in the
national parties, told the Delhi
High Court that this might be
extended if the court wanted.

The court had also asked two
senior JD leaders -- Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister
Jaipal Reddy and Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman
Madhu Dandavate -- to mediate
between the two warring Bihar
leaders who are claiming the
party chief post.

Meanwhile, Laloo Yadav,
who is pitted against the Janata
Dal's working president
Sharad Yadav, also from Bihar,
went on the offensive by sack-
ing four of his ministers who
attended a public rally ad-
dressed by his rival in the Bihar
capital of Patna.

But, daring the Bihar Chief
Minister, Sharad Yadav de-
clared that he would even split
the party if necessary. "I am

‘least bothered by what others

have to say. I am for truth. If my
attempt to clean theu;lt'fuusc re-
‘sults in a split, I would welcome
it. We have to face the crisis,” he
declared.

The crisis is rooted in the
criminal implication of Laloo
Yadav, once the undisputed JD
leader, in Bihar's 9.5 billion
rupee livestock feed scam.

Ne:wsgﬁyers quoted senior
Janata leaders as saying
that the party chief's election
could split the party. The Bihar
Chief Minister had threatened
to form his own regional outfit
if the party did not re-elect
him. In an attempt to ensure his
win, he even shifted the poll
venue from the national capital
to Patna.

The two factions have taken
their battle to the law courts,
with a series of petitions and
counter petitions over the relo-
cation of the election venue, al-
leged irregularities in the poll
process, dates of the poll and a
stay on the Sunday JD execu-
tive meet.

Newspaper reports from
Patna said that Sharad Yadav
was leading in the party presi-
dential poll race, with several
undecided JD leaders throwing

their lot with him.
— India Abroad News Service
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et aneauge Chiver t2oar,

inister of Culture, Catherine Trautmann (C),

and Labour Minister, Martine Aubry (L), watch a painting in the museum pf the Beaux
Arts in Lille Saturday. Chirac pledged to work with his new socialist E.’nme Minister
Lionel Jospin but warned that he would not accept any diluting of his presidential

authority.

— AFP/UNB photo

Central European
FMs pledge to

assist Bosnia

SARAJEVO, June 8: Foreign
Ministers from 16 Central Eu-
ropean countries ended their
two-day meeting here on Satur-
day, pledging to assist Bosnia's
reconstruction efforts, reports
Xinhua.

The participants of the Cen-
tral European Initiative (CEI)
conference to contribute
to the strengthening of stability
and reconstruction in Bosnia
and called on the international

community to boost its role in .

the country's , said
Bosnian Foreign ster Jad-
ranko Prlic, who is also the
chaifrman of the conference.

According to local ?l’elﬁ a
CEI conference at the level of
prime ministers has been ini-

tially scheduled for November
in evo.

Diet rich in green vegetables, fresh fruits can provide protection against cancer

CALCUTTA, June 8: Roughly
35 per cent of cancers may be at-
tribyted to food habits and a
diet rich in green vegetables and
fresh fruits can provide some
protection against carcinoma,
eminent scientist, Prof Moloy
Chatterjee says, reports PTI.

Recent Iinvestigations
demonstrate a reduction in
certain ﬂthca of spontaneous or
chemically induced tumours in
animals given an energy-re-
stricted diet, while high fat di-
ets increase en-induced
tumfurs of the mammary

and, respiratory tract and

arge intestine in several ani-

es, says his study pub-

lished in the international
EEE;;TE ,.I::»umale.':'l 11'1 Fs?nce.

emilogical studies sug-

E:at that these also apply to

umans, with tive correla-
tions noted be'ﬁ:lcn a high-fat

diet and breast or intestinal

cancer, even though results of
analytical studies of diet in
humans remain inconclusive
because of study design
curacies in the quantification
of dietary intake.

Elaborating, Prof Chattmj];e
told PTI that three factors,
dividually or in combination
increase an individual's risk of
developing cancer — life-style,
environment and genetics. But
diet is now known to be among
the most important environ-
mental risk determinants.

"Scientists, Doll and Peto
estimate that life-style and en-
vironment factors are related to
the development of 90 per cent
of cancer incidence, which sug-
gests that in principle most
cancer is table.

Prof Chatterjee who has
been nominated the "interna-
tional man of the year,”

1996/97 by the International

or inac- .

Biographical Centre of Cam-
bridge, is head of the art-
ment of Pharmaceutical h-
nology. Jadavpore University,
Calcutta.

The possible effect on can-
cers b[y green vegetables and
fresh fruit has been related to
the specific nutrients contained

in them, particularly Vitamin
'A' and 'C’, Prof Chatterjee says.
Despite lack of empirical
data on anti-cancer efiect of
Vitamin 'C' in humans or ani-
mals, Prof Chatterjee says, sev-
eral recent reviews suggest ex-
strong and t ev-

_idence of a protective effect

against cancer of the stéomach

oesophagus, oral cavity and
pharynx.

Based on scientific evidence,
Prof Chatterjee says, it seems
very likely that an intake of Vi-
tamin 'C', higher than the cur-

rently recommended dose,
could benefit human health.

‘The analysis of an inte-
grated series of case control
studies further conform that
greater vegetable consumption
is associated with a consis-
tently and appreciably reduced
risk of a number of epithelial
cancers, he says.

Prof Chatterjee said, ea
fruit also gives protection, al-
though it appears more specific
for cancers of the upper diges-
tive and respiratory tracts,
liver, pancreas, prostrate and
the tract.

Recent attention has also
been focussed on naturally oc-
curﬂn% flavonoids for cancer
prevention. He says, flavonoids
are amongst the common
molecules tin a va
of foods — citrus fruits, le
vegetables, roots, tubers and
bulbs, herbs and spices,

legumes, cereal grains, tea, co-
coa, garlic and soyabean.

"The natural plant
flavonoids like kaempferol,
quercetin and galangin may be
inhibitory to cancer induction,
not only in oral, breast and
liver, but also in lung, colon, in-
testine and creas.”

Selenium also reduces the
occurrence of some cancers in
animals and descriptive statis-
tics suggest a possible benefit in
human beings, the scientist
said.

Dietary fibre also plays a
role in cases of breast, pros-
trate, ovary an endometrium,
with a significant protective ef-

fect noted in breast cancer.
"Fibre influences the hor-

monal balance and has an effect
on hormone-de dent cases. It
is likely that a high diet in fibre
and complex carbohydrates and
low in fat and calories has the

best potential of lowering the
incidence of colon cancer, while
increased stool bulk through
intake of bran, cereal fibre,
vegetables and regular exercise
lowers the risk of breast
cancer,” Prof Chatterjee says.

“l'errestial plants have ac-
quired antioxidant defences
against oxidative damage to
macromolecules. These de-
fences depend on certain ele-
ments (e.g. selenium) and the
synthesis of complex molecules
(e.g. Vitamins 'A’, 'C' and 'E'. Not
surprisingly, many of these mi-
cronutrients have become, as a
result of natural selection, the
passive antioxidant defence of
animals which eat these plants.
Human metabolism and the
molecular machinery of our
cells should therefore function
optimally with a diet high in
antioxidants.

UK govt to punish
MPs who took
illegal bribes

LONDON, June 8: British
members of parliament who ac-
cept illegal bribes could face up
to seven years in jail under pro-
posals to be announced next
week by the government, it was
disclosed today, reports AFP.

Home Secretary Jack Straw
will confirmmn that minister will
bring in legislation to make
MPs subject lor the first time to
the criminal law on bribery, as
part of Labour's campaign to
"clean up” parliament.

The corruption issue was
seen as one of the major factors
that lost the Conservatives the
general election on May 1/ with
several Tory MPs facing unre-
solved allegations of "sleaze”
and many for sex scan-
dals over the course of the last
parliament.



