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The problem with any serious campaign
drug
concerns and anxieties needing to
multaneously. The long list of imperatives in-
cluded breaking drug rings in and out of the coun-

ment to the awareness-buildin

@The Baily Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. Ali
Dhaka. Sunday, June 8, 1997

On the Cutting Edge

Pompous words are out of place with economic
groupings. The latter are a matter of pure practical-
ities involving collective political will of the coun-
tries desirous of floating them, identification of a
common range of interests and getting a mecha-
nism in place for interactive cooperation on a tri-
angular or quadrangular basis. Passing all these
stages at a break-neck speed, Bangladesh, India,
Sri Lanka and Thailand have formed a new eco-
nomic bloc styled BISTEC which seems packed
with potentialities 'across a swathe of sectors rang-
ing from tourism and transport to agriculture and
human resources development'.

What is discernible here is a certain visionary
aplomb shown by the four countries of two neigh-
bouring regions — South Asia and Southeast Asia
— to establish tangible inter-regional linkages for

first time in the modern history of the Asian
tinent. There had been trade between the two

regions in the yore but hardly with any invest-
ments in the tow, far less technology-sharing
which has been of recent origins. There ought to be
a cause for exultation among the architects of BIS-
TEC that they have the unique distinction of lay-

a bridge between the SAARC and the ASEAN in

concrete terms. With Myanmar getting an observer

us to the new economic bloc and hopefully to be

taken aboard eventually by its display of a certain
political maturation down the road, there is the vi-
sion of a virtually connective overland contiguity
from Sri Lanka through India, Bangladesh and
Myanmar to Thailand.

It is like a triple glory for Bangladesh: this is a
second feather to her cap after having pioneered
SAARC: she gets Sri Lanka by her side, a SAARC
partner she could not tie up with for obvious rea-
sons under the South Asian Growth Quadrangle on

eastern flank of SAARC: and Thailand and

Myanmar emerge on the horizon for her, too.

Two developments on a truly Asian scale are
taking place very rapidly and auspiciously to
favour of the launch and evolution of BISTEC.
Both the ASEAN and SAARC are poised to become

trade areas by 2003 and the ESCAP study in

Asian Land Transport Infrastructure Development
(ALTID) are in an advance stage of completion.

Indo-Pak Camaraderie

awaz Sharif now in his second term of office as

Pakistan's prime minister appears to be a trans-

1ed leader. And nowhere is his transformation

so manifest as in his approach to relations with

a. Indeed. the thaw noticed in the relations be-

tween the two South Asian giants after the change
in leaderships on both sides gives the indication
that there might be a real breakthrough around the
corner. Sharif, true to his new leadership role, has
of late come up with a proposal for mutual cuts in

two country's defence budgets. Quite a refresh-
approach to ending hostility between the two
ons bedevilled by a host of social and eco-

nomic issues of their own.

ow here is a Pakistani leader who has enough

guts to admit how haemorrhagic the continued an-
imosity between the two neighbours has been. He

also been very quick to identify the opportuni-
and benefits to be derived from a cordial and

co-operative relationship between the two coun-
tries. Sharif has indeed been very pragmatic in his
sugg
course of confrontation, have arrived at a point

estion. The two nations charting so long a

re they must abandon expenditures of enor-

mous sums on defence — the firepower of which is
mainly targetted at each other. At a time when ex-
penditure on armament the world over is drasti-
call

agﬂ}‘;da, Sharif's latest proposal might be the be-
ginning of a new era — one that will be marked by
an exp

coming down in favour of socio-economic

loitation of the region's full potential.

we go by the history of the two countries' hos-

tile relations, we discern a very injurious influence
stemming from them to handicap any regional co-
operative venture. That the South Asian Associa-

for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) could not
g about any substantially meaningful co-oper-

ation in the past owes largely to this bitter rela-

ship. Today's reality has changed, so the

leaders of the region should set their visions far

wide. Nawaz Sharif's counterpart across the

border, Inder Kumar Gujral is also the likeliest
person to respond positivel
A process is already on wi
bridge the gap
bilateral relations. Let the two leaders lead their

to the former's offer.
his active backing to
in a number of areas of their

ons to a mutually understanding, beneficial
enduring relationship.

Be Focused

against
multiplicity of
e addressed si-

abuse has been the unwield

building public awareness through the media
NGOs, updating anti-drug laws, revitalising a

degenerate value system, restoring parental au-
thority

in the families and setting up reformato-
or specialised hospital facilities for the ad-

dicted many in our society.

ur preferred order priority in the crusade

against drug trafficking and addiction is as fol-
lows: (a) not only as part of, but also in addition to

globally and regionally prescribed formulae,

we must mount vigorous national policing to cut
off supplies to the wholesale and retail drug net-
works within our borders; (b) in each municipal or
rural ward there should be a communi

ty-level
-drug committee comprising the local govern-

ment representative, teacher, Imam of the mosque
or other socially influential persons, their job be-

primarily to sensitise local youths against the

malady; (c) the committee could make use of ap-
prncrriate slides, documentaries, from time to time;
an

audio-visual broadcasts and newspaper re-

lborts and features; (d) there must be community-

|1 debates on the issues involved as a comple-
process started by

adesh Anti-drug Federation of NGOs at
national level.

inally, let's have specialised treatment centres

in the capital city and all the divisional headquar-
ters.

Can the Degradation of Dhaka City be Arrested?

N excellent seminar un-
A:er the title " Environ-
ental Degradation of

Dhaka City and Citizen's Re-
sponsibility " was held on Fri-
day, June 6th, at the National
Museum which was combinedly
organised by the Institute of
Environment and Develop-
ment, East West University and
Centre for Urban Studies, De-
partment of Geography. Uni-
versity of Dhaka. It brought to-
Fether important personalities
ike the Minister for Environ-
ment and Forestry, the Mayor
of Dhaka City, Secretary of
Sports and Youth, a number of
well-known professors and
administrators of BUET, Dha-
ka, Jahangirnagar and East
West Universities, heads of
some concerned government
departments and NGOs and
other interested individuals
from various walks of life.

A long list of factors con-
tributing to the degradation of
environmernt of Dhaka City e g,
effluent of factories, emission
of black smoke from two-stroke
engines, excessive traffic, mis-
management of sewerage, water
supplies and garbage collection
systems, uncontrolled popula-
tion growth and slum dwe-
llings, liquid effluent of Haza-
ribag tanneries, water-logging,
road accidents. terrorism, poor
life-safety measures and other
infrastructural facilities,
citizen's participation etc., were
openly discussed and their pos-
sible solutions were summ-
arised in a number of dec-
larations. It is a healthy sign
that awareness of the problems
among the city-dwellers is in-
creasing and various responsi-
ble institutions are taking up

the issues for solutions. The or-
ganisers of the seminar deserve

congratulations since Dhaka
habitat has been deteriorating

e ST e e ——

Getting back to the processes of growth, decay and regeneration of cities in general, one has to point out that a

city develops in a particular _
concentrated attracting professionals,

very fast and is almost becom-
ing unlivable. However, there
are still some conceptual and
planning issues that need to be
addressed.

Growth, Degradation and
Regeneration of Cities

Although many important
facts and statistics were pre-
sented at the seminar on the
degradation aspect of the city,
for long-term solution it is im-
portant that the processes of
growth, degradation and regen-
eration of cities in general have
to be brought to the forefront so
that policy makers as well as
the dwellers themselves under-
stand their roles and responsi-
bilities about their future. The
mistake of Dhaka city planners
in the past was that there was
no comprehensive long-term
plan of IEE city. Most of the fa-
cilities were developed in a

ijece-meal and haphazard
ashion. Otherwise, how could
one explain that a huge city of
about 8 million people with the
prospect of adding another 5
million in the next 10 years or
so with a centre of a huge gov-
ernment as well as business,
banking and commercial activ-
ities be developed without cov-
ered garage parking facilities,
speed control systems of traffic,
appropriate link roads between
eastern and western parts of the
city, and express ways to b{-

ass the city traffic ? Similarly,

ow could a city be developed in
a monsoon-dominated country
without proper water drainage
system? How could it neglect

e most basic civic necessity of
garbage collection and disposal

system ? How could it develop a
city without sufficient clean
water suﬂaltea to its dwellers?
How could it allow the diesel
burning engines on the roads ?
Many similar questions can be
raised to support the above
proposition. However, the city
authorities still do not seem to
undestand, let alone taking any
actions on, the most hazardous
implications of these issues on
the life of the city-dwellers.
However, get back to the
processes of growth, decay and

newer areas. Facilities in the
old centre deteriorate and im-
prove in the new centre and pe-
ripheries. If nothing is done to
improve the facilities in the old
centre and peripheries, most of
the economic activities and the
ancillory services move out of
these areas turning these into
almost abandoned areas. In the
western countries, this is not
allowed. There are constant ur-
ban redevelopment and im-
provement activities under-
taken by public authorities

by
Kabir U Ahmad

regeneration of cities in gen-
eral, one has to point out that a
city develops in a particular re-
gion or space where econormic
activities, with or without po-
litical power, are concentrated
attracting professionals, en-
trepreneurs and labour force of
all kinds from distant areas.
This process leads to the devel-
opment of support services like
housing, education, health, en-
tertainment and many retail
activities. Such a city has a cen-
tre and peripheries. As activi-
lies are heavily concentrated in
the centre over time and the
support services are over-
stretched, the centre expands to
the original peripheral areas
which in their turn move to the

sometimes in collaboration
with private sectors to renew
the old centres and peﬂ(Phcral
areas for commercial and other
purposes, Otherwise, with the
continuous growth of cities,
newer peripharal areas have to
be brought into city develop-
ment which becomes costly
over time and may not be pos-
sible due to physical limita-
tions of space.

In the case of Dhaka city, it
seems the degradation ess
is working faster than the
growth process while the regen-
eration process is almost non-
existent. It can be justified by
looking at the housing settle-
ment areas like Azimpur
colony, Motijheel colony,

region or space where economic activities, with or without political power, are
entrepreneurs and labour force of all kinds from distant areas.

Shidhweswary anddma!
areas which were in
the decade of 1950s. In less than
50 years, these housing areas
have deteriorated almost be-
yond recognition and there is
no perceptible improvement
activities. Even in the more
newly-developed areas like Bo-
nani, Gulshan and Baridhara,
there are ters all around
and the collection and
disposal systems are

Inciden L\Z what is most
striking is that the country does
not have a good sense of main-
tainance anywhere. For this,
one can go and see the govern-
ment semi- t of-
fice buildings and nationalised
bank build etc., vis-a-vis
the foreign bank and office
buildings in the city.

These raise the question
whether as the population con-
tinues to grow by birth and
migration to the city can be ex-
tended further north or north-
east. Is there land space to keep

anding the city in these di-
rections ? If there is, then at
what cost ? These issues need to
be raised now to take care of the
problems that are to come
up in the next 10 years or so
such that the next phase of city
development is based on better
planning and not on haphazard
and ad-hoc decisions.

The Rural-Urban
Migration Problem

In the process of city devel-

opment, the migration of rural
unemployed to the cities in

search of jobs is a critical issue.
Apart from rapidly degrading
the city facilities and urban
environment, the high rate of

migration raises the urban un-
employment rate, and other
u irable activity levels. The
consequences of these on the
socio-political fabric are con-
sider . This raises the ques-
tion of alternative strategy of
spatial allocation of industries.
Since there is a limita-
tion in the cities Dhaka,
the alternative strategy of de-
velopment is to create rural
peri-urban centres in Thana
and District towns with finan-
cial incentives for the potential
industries to move to those
towns and create job

nities. But such dwm
requires infrastructural facili-
ties like roads and cummunica-
tions to be developed first
which needs investment.
This is a matter of general na-

tional development strategy.

Some Concluding
Remarks

The resolution of the Dhaka
cfty environment problem,
which is a multi-dimensional
issue, requires not only effi-
cient management of the city's

., e disposal,
clean water supply. drainage
system, control of traffic and
two-stroke engines on the
roads, slum clearance etc., but
also the long-run planning of
city development, extension
and urban tion activi-
ties as well as the n of
appropriate national lop-
ment stra dis-
persal of towards the
peri-urban cities in the district
and Thana towns. The latter
calls for substantial public in-
vestments on roads and com-
munications systems of the
country as well as financial in-
centives for dis of private
investments to new urban
centres.

The University of Dhaka, as
its Vice Chancellor Prof AK
Azad Chowdhury told The Daily
Star in an extiraordinary inter-
view (29 May 1997], "will have
six more institutes and depart-
ments soon to meet the needs of
time." He slated that "some ex-
isting departments will be ex-
panded and developed as part of
the university s ongoing aca-
demic development project.”
The proposed institutes and de-
partments, he mentioned, in-
clude: "Institute or Department
of Bio-Technology and Phar-
maceutical Sciences, Institute
of Population Sciences, Insti-
tute of Urban Studies and De-
partment of Environmental
Scicnces, Peace and Conflict
Studies and of American Stud-
ies.” It was further stated that

the Departments of English and |
Law and the Institute of Modern .

Languages will be developed and
expanded so as to meet the chal-
lenge of 21st century. In addi-
tion, two "centres of excellence”,
namely, the Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies in Science and
Technology and the Centre for
Advanced Studies in Arts and
Social Sciences. are also pro-
posed [or higher studies and re-
scarch in different fields of

knowledge.
About financial aspects, the
DU VC informed "that the

Japanesc government had as-
sured of financial and techno-
logical help for establishment
of the centre for science and
technology”, but did not say
anything about funding possi-
bilities of other ambitious pro-
jects. The University of Dhaka
is not "a state within a state"
and has no charter to get into
financial arrangement with a
foreign government to imple-
ment its schemes of expansion.

However, to the extent the VC
articulated his vision of expan-
sion of the university would
impress the readership, espe-
cially his constituents at the
University of Dhaka. The VC,
perhaps as the youngest Chief
Executive of the university in
his elected tenure position and
with a very bright career, is cer-
tainly entitled to have his
dream and vision of ansion
of the university which he is
heading, He also has every right
to share those with his col-
leagues in the university as well
as with the public in general.
What really concerns one is the
timing of publicizing his pro-
jected vision. There is similar
concern about the procedure he
chose to spell out what
blueprint of development and
expansion he has in his vision.

The DU VC was already a
celebrity of sort in the country
before being elected to his oner-
ous position. One of the highest
vote-catchers in the slections to

himself had

OPINTON

Vision of an Expanding University

Dr Abul Kalam

the university statutory as well

as non-statutory bodies, the VC
was always extremely popular
with his folks for his bold,
candid and vigorous pursuitl of
issues he commnitted himsell to.
Like many of his colleagues in
the university he was also
highly politically inclined,
having been a dislinguished
meinber of the Awami League's
Advisory Council. a position he
gave up on being elected to the
university's tep excculive posi-
tion. At that point, he cominit-
ted himself to neutrality, as far
as the dividing spectin of pol-
itics was concerned. Sucih a
starice was quite well-received
in varieus citeles. The VC 16
also widely known as u well-
meaning person, a goosl soul, is
widely acclaimed for his human
sense of empathy and un-
derstanding. This sort of quali-
ties are indeed scarce coni-
modities in a society like ours.
but they fend to get diluled in
some momentary biunders and
undesired mistakes prompted
by interested circles.

The University of Dhaka,
having celebrated the 75th year
of ils existence only recently,
has its established set of con-
ventions and precedonce. legal
codes and statutes as well as ex-
ecutive ordinances and parlia-
mentary order. All these pro-
vide enough basis and guidance
to regulate its functioning and
lo help [ormulate action-pro-
grammes for its development or
expansion.

Regrettably. the VC chose o
override these, and, instead,
pursued an apparcntly persorn-
alized approach so as to envi-
sion his blueprint of university
expansion. Moreover, his ap-
proach appeared to be a polili-
cized one, as he made his plan
ol action public, using a popular
print media on the very day of
election of the DU Senate, the
top deliberative body
(sometimes even called "the
parliament”} of the university.
In doing so. the VC has rather
undercut his own promise that
he would keep the university
above his own personal-cuin-

olitical preferences and that

e would desist himself from
doing something that may af-
fect or influence the outcome of
the university Senate election.

It may well be mentioned
that on 24 May 1997 when the
Academic Council of the uni-
versity met after a long interval
with a heavy load of agenda, the
VC— even before he could dis-

ose off the agenda which he
ixed and [or-

warded a week earlier, with
some additiorial items being
distributed at the cntry-point
on the day — all on a sudden cir-
culated to the mecmbers of the
august body a 4-page {JI'DPDSB.]
captioned "The dcvelopment
programmes of Dhaka Univer-
sity." Coming as it did only lour
days ahead of the DU Senate
elections, the document drew
instant reaclions in the illus-
trious body, because such a lop-
sided proposal may have but

one motivation: to influence
the DU Senate elections. Under-
Abe VC spw the ra-

andably; ABeé
ﬁ[} nale M*-hdvﬂrsc reac->

tions and 8Swiftly he withdrew
his decument envisioning his
development programime,.

While the document cnvi-
sioning the VC's proposals for
cxpansion of the university al-
reauy circulated ainong the dis-
tinfuished members of the Aca-
deinic Council, remained with
them [or their rellections, po-
lilical or olherwise, (he VC in
an apologetic fashion placed
his document back under the
folder, but the cssence of the
content had indeed been un-
folded at an "opportune mo-
ment”, as it reappeared under a
first page-headline in an es-
teemed daily ol the country in
Lhe very morning of DU Senatc
clection! It seems in allowing
himself 1o fall PIE}F to a mo-
mentary gain ol political pro-
cess, the VC unforlunately even
failed to address his conscience
whether it was right to do so.

Elections in this couniry
have been subject lo more con-
troversy than perhaps any-
where in the world. And even
the introduction of a caretaker
system of government for con-
dut:lm% electionis did not help
alleviate suspicions about the
contduct and process of elec-
tions. In a centre of learning
such as the University ol
Dhaka, which has the largest
concentration of intellectual
luminaries in the country, it is
not expected that one would
clamour for a caretalier admin-
istration for overseeing clec-
tions. There is already a greal
deal of disillusionment over the
unlvursiti; community being
excessively politicized.

The recent DU Senate elec-
tion was also reportedly
marked by "dirty tricks" of an
extreme order. A -group of six
zealots, believably representing
a vested circle based in
KKatabon, is known (o have in-
fiitratcd ana plaated itself in

_avcr,

an eleclion panel (eliminatin
the naines n‘fj six candidates o
the panel] officially submitted
to the university Registrar; but
when a wrilten complaint
against such "dirty trick" was
madic and even the attention of
the university administration
was dravn on Lhe very day of
the Senale clection to the fact
that the "infiltrators” had actu-
ally been campaigning with de-
ceitful panels in their d, the
authorities curiously remained
rctlicent.

The DU Scnate election is

pduel has swept the

This is ubt the end 'of the world,"

“not certainly the end of the uni-

versily election process. Soon
there will be election of the
Deans and there may be otliers,
as well. However, elections are
not ends but are, and should be,
means to an end, the end being
the development of the univer-
sity as a centre of higher cduca-
tion and learning in the coun-
try. The University of Dhaka
has to provide leadership there.
Therefore, it is time for sell-re-
flection for all of us, It is a
shame that none of the VCs dur-
ing almost the last decade and a
half could complete his term.
Politics in the university had
its spillover effects on the na-
tion's fate and predicament,
ancd the university itsell suf-
{ered from the ramifications of
the country’s volatile politics. It
can only be a sincere desire that
the current VC can have a
smooth ride in completing his
term and sct an example for his
successors how a VC can possi-
bly have a smooth ride.

Being the Chief Executive,
the VC has to provide leadership
in both management and
development of the university.
However, there should be a bot-
tom-up, rather than a top-
down, approach in shaping of
idecas and vision. Consistent
with what he publicly stated,
the VC can easily dissociate
himseclf both from national
stream of politics and {rom the
colour-based university (semi-
political and semi-feudal) par-
ties. Only then he can have his
own vision, which is truly in-
dependent of others. Being
elected Lo a tenure Fasltiun for a
fixed term why should a VC
serve the ends of others? The VC
has his own set of eyes and ears
in the university in the func-
tionaries such as the pro-VC
and the Treasurer, in the
Provosts, Proctors and the

d the VC-supported
b e ﬁlﬂwi

House Tutors who are appointed
hy him, in the position of the
Deans and members of the Syn-
dicate and Senate. most of
whom are elected. in the
Chairmen whose position ro-
tates. The university has also
all kinds of functional mecha-
nisms, starting from the de-
partmental academic commit-
tees to the academic council to
help him formulate ideas and
shape his vision.

Certainly. there are excel-
lent ideas in his document
wliich deserve serious reflec-
tion. However, it is a matter of
ity and surprise that the VC
ﬁc tol his colleagu ﬂ' .
AcAdettic énuncﬂ %:::g Iﬂ}ﬁ__’

1997}, had kpent a few! Hotfs

night before for computation of

his ideas into a document for
expansion of the university,
whereas a proposal for expan-
sion of the Department of In-
ternational Relations into a
faculty has been ] in his of-
fice for the last few years and
not a single word has been said
about the proposal in his docu-
ment for academic expansion!

This is just a case in point:
there is little coordination be-
tween the office of the VC and
that of the other university
functionaries. The university
needs both devolution of power

and delegation of authority, as
well as greater coordination for
its smooth functioning. But the
uestion is: how could a VC
unction smoothly or develo
his vision in coordination wit
others if he remains sur-
rounded most of the time onl
by some 'known faces'? The V
guite candidly apologized on
24th May for not intg able to
convene the mesting of the Aca-
demic Council at regular inter-
vals, which he promised earlier
(the last one he called after a
lapse of six months). There is
obviously a gap between what
he desires and what he can do.
How could he function the wa¥
he desires if he permits himself,
seemingly, to act as a 'captive’
in the hands of a few whose
ends are different than his
own? The lessons of the past
decade and a half must not be
lost if the VC wants to leave a
new legacy for his successors.

There is, indeed, a greater
stake involved. The publicly-
funded universities have be-

come somewhat wasteful luxu-
ries for a poverty-stricken
country such as ours. After all,
the poor taxpayers who in the
long run pay for their suste-
nance are least benefited by
them. The University of Dhaka

tops this list of the publicly-
owned universities. Two other
general universities in the
country, Chittagong and Ra-
jshahi, are in the tight
grip of the zealots, to the dismay
of many of those who are
concerned about the future of
liberal arts and higher scien-
tific education in the country.
And ff, all:ged1¥. the Middle
Age-type dark clique based in
Katabon are allowed to succeed
in their dubious, backward and
topsy-turvy schemes, then
Dha
have the same fate and
predicament as that of Chit-
tagong and Rajshahi. Certainly,
the VC would not wish to reign
over a campus whose function-
ing is marked by unremittin

4
...gtalemate and violence as the
s W ' other two ci lLt_'
mli. S Fd s e
et R :

To _counteract the evil de-
signs of the brunette forces as

well as to establish the credi-

bility of his administration the

DU VC may begin by taking
firm action against those
"teachers” who indulged in

fraudulent exercise and deceit-

ful conduct during the DU Sen-
ate election. If he continues to
ive them license, these very
orces would guzzle all the good
things he wants to promote in

the university. Secondly, the VC

may ask the university insti-
tutes, departments and
to offer teedback to his vision,
as contained in the paper he al-
ready circulated, and a s al
meeting of the Academic Coun-
cil be convened to bring ideas
together. A collective vision
may then apprupﬂatcéy be de-
veloped, which would ensure
commitment from all sides,
make it workable, and at the
same time affirm the VC in his
leadership position.

The DU VC would indeed find

most of his colleagues to his

side if he truly means to develop

a vision of higher education
and excellence in the university
and to develop it in accordance

with the needs of the comin
millennium. To this end, the V
would have to chan%: his cur-

rent style of leadership: he must

bridge the yawning gap between

what he professes and practiced,
independent of party
litics of either ?‘_}ye distance

f-appointed

act

mself from the
feudal zealots and mobilize his
network of university

ing all to the ultimate well-be-
ing of the university commu-

nity and serve the greater inter-

est of the country at large.

The author is a Professor of
International Relations, Uni-

versity of Dhaka.

University will soon-

culties

mecha-
nisms at all levels, harmoniz-
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Water for Mosques"

Sir, This refers to the an-
other letter titled, "Free Elec-
tricity and Water for Mosques"
written by Mr Abdullah Igbal
published in The Daily Star on
the 21st of May '97. In his letter
Mr Igbal, has, perhaps inadver-
tently, given away the fact that
he holds great disrespect and
maybe even distaste for former
President Ershad. The latter re-
cently proposed that the gov-
ernment should exempt
mosques from water and elec-
tricity charges and Mr Igbal
totally disagrees with the pro-
posal — hence giving birth to a
debate.

Mr Igbal says that many
people, both literate and illiter-
ate, do not know how much wa-
ter to use for ablution. They do
not know how much water to
use and they waste the larger
portion. But with all due re-
spect, the water is still being
used for a gmd purpose. Do you
have any idea how much water
is wasted everyday because of
faulty pipelines, bad taps and

I our negligence? If you could see

how much water may next-door

neighbour uses to give his dogs
their regular baths, you proba-
bly would give the matter a sec-
ond thought!

And coming to the matter of
electricity, I think the unsub-
stantiated remark that the
lights and fans are kept on un-
necessarily — %EIES a long way to
demonstrate that perhaps Mr
Igbal's visit to the mosques are
not that frequent. I, myself,

frequent the Dhanmondi Road

#7, Baitul Aman mosque and
Paribagh mosque. And in both

laces electricity is very care-
ully used avoiding any sort of
wastage. The persons who are
employed in the mosques (they
are called the khadems — by the
way), turn the fan on, only after
a number of people tga.ﬂf:un:r over
one place, instead of turning all
the fans on together.

Providing free water and
electricity for the mosques
would mean a lot. It would
make our daily prayers much
easier to perform. On the other
hand, if a mosque, whose funds
are mad::l up ufb;l:ﬁ: acaglt:,r
amounts drop e,
randomly, faj]imi?n prmdg:c_) the

- abuve—mentinnéd amenities,

the 'mamaz' will be hampered.
Islam is the state religion. And
it is the duty of the government
to facilitate the performing of
the religious rituals. That's
why, when Mr Igbal writes, "It
will be a TOTAL loss if govern-
ment allows water and electric-
ity free for the mosques" — the
inanity of the remark, saddens
me. Total loss and gain is not
always measured by financial

rofits. It was never conceived |

131; the letter-writer that some-
things may be more important
than money!

Adnan R. Amin

Dhanmondi

- "Sub-regional

Grouping"

Sir, Mr Rezaul Karim's
write-up on the above issue was
very enlightening (The Daily
Star, Jan. 30). The points made
by him deserve serious consid-
eration by our government
leaders who seem to be rushing
for hasty decisions.

With her record of tactical
measures to tame small neigh-
bours, it is evident that India is

still following the same old im-
erialism of the British raj. She
as even been resorting to mili-

tancy against her neighbours

and providing sanctuary, arms

and training to various insur-’

gent groups, which is some
cases turned out to be
boomerang for her. So issues
like detouring the Asian High-
way through the Assam Hills,
extending transit facility, im-
porting electricity and forming
sub-regional group should be

considered very carefully
keeping the same above party
politics.

I cannot, however, agree

with an observation made by
Mr Karim. Alluding to the help
and sympathy received from
India during the Liberation
War, he has mentioned that the

e continued during the lpoat-
Liperation government of the
Awami League and then it dried
up. But what did we see immedi-
ately after the surrender of the

Pakistani Army? Indian Army.

started open looting taking
away our arms and ammuni-
tion, vehicles industrial ma-
':chinuri:a etc. New Delhi's deci-
sion that Bangladesh would not

need tanks and high caliber
weapons has been disclosed to
The Daily Star by no less an au-
thoritative person than Jagit
Singh Aurora (Weekend Mag.
Dec. 27). Our freedom fighter
army personal resisted the
plunder and had armed clashes
with the Indians in many
places. Ironically many of these
patriotic soldiers had to face
punishment from our govern-
ment for their encounter with
the "friendly” allied forces.

To give another glaring ex-
ample of India's "friendly” deal,
Bangladesh government readily
consented to the withdrawal of

» Ganges water for a trial run
with the ation that a fair
water-sharing agreement would
be made before commissioning
the Farakka B e. But India
unilaterally commissioned the
barrage totally ignoring
Bangladesh. Again, on enclave
issue, Berubari was handed over

our government to India, but
the latter did not handover
T‘lnbiﬁa to us in return. Such
was the "help and sympathy” of
India during the post-Libera-
tion Awami e regime.

We accep

time we also expect that our 's-
mallness' will not be taken ad-

vantage of. Taking

t the 'bigness’ of our
big neighbour, but at the same

the welfare
of the subcontinent into con-

sideration, it must be said that
if South Asian nations are to
move forward successfully with
a programme of cooperative de-
veg;mmt. India must ward off
its geopolitical model of the
'sphere of influence’ and deal
E::rly with her a.mallI m'[:}gl";ll-l
urs as md?'l equals. Un

such change in India's political

hilnan;;l&y. policy and strategy
ﬂ effected, smaller South Asian
nations would do well to give
serious thought to the idea of a
'SAARC minus India' as pro-
posed by Mr Kabir in these
columns (DS Feb. 24). | suggest
such a p'ouJ)mg may be named
as Association of th Asian
Rim Countries (ASARC).

M A Hannan
9 Baitul Aman

Shyamoli,
Dhaka-1207.



