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Down to Earth

The burgeoning growth of
shops in the city is a notable
aspect of metropolitan life.
While in the cities and towns of
developed countries, it is not
easy to find a shopping centre
close to the residential areas, it
is quite different in Dhaka. It
will not be an exaggeration if it
is said that everyday new shops
are being opened along lanes,
bylanes, streets and boulevards
in the metropolis. Here one will
find a shop not far from one's
drawing room. Big shopping
complexes are being raised
wherever an open space is
available along the roadside,
irrespective of any considera-
tion whether the place is at all
suitable for commercial activ-
ity. As a result, the clt?' of
nearly nine million people is
now virtually littered with
shops of various descriptions,
besides the steady growth of
large shopping complexes.

The rising trend of setting up
shops does not spare the once
quiet and select residential ar-
eas like Dhanmondi and Gul-
shan. The big shopping com-
plexes at important points of
the city are a constant source of
traffic jams. Of course there are
underground packing spaces in
some of the important shopping
complexes, but they make little
difference to the ever growin
traffic congestion at most o
such places.

Although there are indica-
tions that the purchasing power
of the people has not grown by a
significant degree, the number
of shop keeps growing. Why?
According to observers, people
don't have much option. Situa-
tion in job market is thought to
be bad. Industry is considered
risky and it requires more than
only money. So people open up
a shop when they have some
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savings, thinking that it is the
safest and least hazardous
among businesses.

There is still the question
whether the unbriddled growth
of shops help the economy in
anyway. It is of course true that
the manufacturers of indige-
nous products are benefitting
from the increasing number of
outlets. But there is the sombre
picture that shopping com-
plexes are encouraging unnec-
ess imports. In some cases
smuggling adds to the woes of
the economy.

In this context, it may be
noted that under the policy of
open economy, a wide variety of
consumer goods are being im-

rted into our country. All this

elps to make the shops, be th
located in middle-class or pos
areas, well stocked with im-
ported products. For examples,
perfumes and toilletries from
the well-known brands of Eu-
rope, France and America,
cheese from France, juice from
Australia and marmalades and
corn flakes from England are
easily available in most of such
shops. Of course, on account of

their better quality, prices are
rather high. But there are many
affluent customers in our soci-
ety who can easily afford them
and the indigenous products
which are comparatively of
lower quality get a beating in
competition with them.
Though, accordin

version of the Dhaka City Cor-

oration, they had permitted

0,000 shops and 92 markets
till the end of 1996, this does
not seem to reflect the reality.
The unofficial figures will be
much higher than that. Add to
this the mini kacha bazars {(not
shopping centres) selling meat,
beef and vegetables, which
thrive near government offices

to the

Historic June 7
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Sheikh Hasina yesterday gave
separate messages on the occa-
SiOIl.

In a message President said
the unparalleled leader of 1966
and later father of the nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, placed the six-point
demand for full autonomy of
the then East Pakistan.

He said the 6-point demand
was made in view of the geo-
graphical distance between the
two wings of Pakistan and in
the light of 24 years' history
and experiences of erstwhile
Pakistan.

The president said people
gave their verdict in favour of
the 6-point in 1970 election. But
as the people's verdict was ig-
nored, the bloody war of libera-
tion began that resulted in the
emergence of Bangladesh as an

independent and sovereign
country.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in her message has
called for concerted efforts to
complete the unfinished task of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib for
building a 'Sonar a' ensur-
ing basic needs of the people.

"If we can complete the task,
dreams of the martyrs of 7th
June would be fulfilled,” she
said.

JP to expel
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Ershad was instigating faction-
alism in the JP.

Regarding the presidium of
the party it said, "The structure
of the Presidium is now against
the party constitution. A total
of 34 members have been in-
ducted into the Presidium,
where as the party constitution
allows 25."

"We will not allow the party
to become a stooge of a foreign
power,"” the statement said.
"Disciplinary action will be
taken against Ershad soon for
his autocratic attitude, women
related scandals and turning
party intE a B-team of the rul-

party.

BSS adds: Replying to a
question Kazi Zafar Ahmed =
said time would say how many
central leaders and workers are
with us. Wait until the council
session, he added.

To another question Kazi
Zafar Ahmed said there is no
question of their joining the
BNP. He did not rule out the

ossibility of forming an al-
iance with BNP to launch a
movement,

He said that the party chair-
man Ershad has no authority to
expel the three founder leaders

— Kazi Zafar, Shah Moazzam
Hossain and Shamim Al-Ma-
mun.

Asked about the split of
Jatiya Party, Shah Moazzem
said the next council will decide
whether the party would be di-
vided or it would remain united.

The Prime Minister said
several people, including Sha-
heed Monu Mia, embraced mar-
tyrdom on this day in 1966 in
the police firing.

The people of then East Pak-
istan observed the hartal
protesting arrest and torture of
Awami League workers and in
favour of the historic 6-point
demand placed by Banga-

bandhu.
Awami League has taken up

elaborate lprugrammes in ob-
servance of the day.

The programmes include
hoisting of the National Flag
and party flag at Bangabandhu
Bhaban, AL central office and
at all unit offices at 6 am, plac-
ing of wreath by Prime Minister
and AL chief Sheikh Hasina at
the portrait of Father of the Na-
tion Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
at Bangabandhu Bhaban at 7
am and a rally in the city in the
afternoon.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled
to address the rally organised
by Jatiya Sramik League at 3
pm at Nabisco crossing, Tej-
gaon Industrial Area, where
workers leader Monu Mia em-
braced martyrdom in 1966.

UK immigration
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the rule will be scrapped imme-
diately.

"Following our manifesto
commitment, we are acting to
end the primary purpose rule
because it is arbitrary, unfair
and ineffective and has pe-
nalised genuine, divided fami-
lies and unnecessarily K in-
creased the administrative bur-
den on the immigration sys-
tem.” he said.

CAAB report
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landed at the Riyadh airport in
the early hours of May 24 last.
The six-member CAAB probe
body, during its nine-day in-
vestigation recorded statements
of a number of staff of the CAAB
d the Biman. They include

two captains of Biman airbus,

four security staff of Biman and
CAAB, a Belgian airbus engi-
neer and three engineers work-
ing at the Biman hangar,

The report held the security
of the CAAB and the Biman re-
sponsible for the incident,

The probe body, headed by
Group Capt Igbal of CAAB com-
prised two Biman and three
CAAB officials. The' committee
submitted its report to the Min-
ister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism, the secretary of the
ministry and the Chairman of
the C .

The body of Mahbub, autopsy
report and other relevant
documents did not reach Dhaka
gum Saudi AraMia till yester-

ay.
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Proliferation of Sh

and foot paths which have been
given green light lately by the
City Corporation and we get a
vast picture of the retailing
business being operated in the
city. Many of such non-formal
trading spots can be seen in
such crowded localities as the
Motijheel Commercial Area,
and on the Mirpur Road be-
tween Dhanmondi and Mo-
hammadpur, and many other
congested localities in Dhaka
city.

};n this connection. it is felt
that many of the scheduled
shopping centres and markets
could not come up in the resi-
dential areas as officially allo-
cated in the approved
blueprints, due to alleged mis-
use of power and influence by
the top and affluent minority of
the society. As a result, we find
a strange mixture of various of
non-commercial uses of lands
within the earlier earmarked
residential areas. Left to the
market forces, the development
of the shopping facilities starts
at the top where there is more
surplus money to spend for
non-essential items.

Economists wonder whether
the mushroom growth of shops
in Dhaka does have any ratio-
nale linked to the strength of
the Bangladesh economy. From
the economic indicators, they
find that the growth in the
manufacturing sector has not
been bright and that the pur-
chasing Rower of the people has
not much improved.

In the heyday of their impe-
rial glory, the British people
were called a nation of shop-
keepers by their detractors. We
are left to wonder whether in
the light of the present trend of
growth of shops in the
metropolitan area, we may be
similarly labelled.

Villager shot
dead in

Cox’s Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, June 6: A vil-
lager was shot dead and 10 oth-
ers injured in a gunfire at
Ukhiya thana of the district to-
day, reports UNB.

An armed gang., known as
‘Syed Bahini', set ablaze a house
in Paglirbeel village in Ukhiya
and then took shelter at a
nearby house sensing the pres-
ence of police.

The miscreants opened fire
soon alter police gheraoed the
house. Abdus Sukur, 30, a vil-
lager, was killed during the fir-
ing.

g'Df the injured, Ali Hossain
was admitted to hospital with
bullet injury.. ;

Meanwhile, police arrested
two of the terrorists — Rafique,
35 and Kamal, 17. A case was
filed with Ukhiya police.

4 Bihar ministers
sacked

PATNA, June 6: The Bihar
Chief Minister Laloo Prasad
Yadav today sacked four dissi-
dent members of his cabinet
hours after they attended a
meeting of his rival, candidate
for Janata Dal presidential
election, Sharad Yadav here,
reports PTI.

The four ministers are Ra-
mai Ram, Mangni Lal Mandal,
Ram Jiwan Singh and Bijendra
Prasad Yadav.

They, along with another
minister Pasupati Kumr Paras,
attended the meeting of Sharad
Yadav, Paras, who is the
younger brother of Railway
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan, °
was, however, spared the sack.

The Chief Minister told PTI
that the four had been dropped
for "anti-party” activity and at-
tempts to 'damage' the govern-
ment.

Govt opens border
~ for Indian

goods: Ershad

THAKURGAON, June 6:
Jatiya Party Chairman HM Er-
shad has warned the govern-
ment that his party would an-
nounce a 'jehad' it the weekly
holiday on Friday is shifted to
Sunday, reports UNB.

Addressing a public rally at
the local Eidgah ground to&vay.
he also criticised the govern-
ment for what he said, opening
the borders for Indian goods.

"With many other goods, the
market is flooded with Indian
sugar. A deelp-ruuted conspiracy
is on to sell out the country's
sugar mills," said Ershad.

e JP Chairman demanded
of the government to fix the
price of rice at Tk 280 per
maund. The government buying
liitue in the district is now Tk

About the dissident JP lead-
ers Kazi Jafar Ahmed and Shah
Moazzem Hossain, he said: It is
no loss for a mountain if two
pebbles drop from it.

Ershad described his "pain-
ful experience in prison" d
the BNP regime and said J
could not come to in 1991
as the then caretaker President
had sent him to jail violating
his commitment.

Minister for Environment
and Forests Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury yesterday said the
government ﬁas decided to con-
' stitute an environmental court
| to try the persons responsible

for polluting the environment,
report agencies.

She was inaugurating a sem-
inar on "Dhaka city's endan-
gered environment: Our role”
jointly organised by Institute
for Environment and Develop-
ment and East West University
and Centre for Urban Studies.

Presided over by environ-
ment institute chairman AMA
Muhit, the seminar was also
addressed by city Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif and Secretary
of Youth Ministry ASM Shah-
jahan.

The minister said the gov-
ernment would amend the ex-
isting environmental laws
making it stricter.

Referring to the environ-
mental hazards caused by dif-
ferent development activities,
the minister said there is no al-
ternative to sustainable devel-
opment, but the environment
should be protected through co-
ordinated efforts.

Stressing the need for the
contribution of all sections of
society to check environmental
pollution, she said, "It is not
possible for the government
alone to maintain better envi-
ronment.”

i

Shi’ite lawyer
shot dead 1n
[Lahore

LAHORE, June 6: A promi-
nent ‘Shi'ite Muslim lawyer,
Ghulam Mustafa Naqvi, was

nned down today as he drove

is motorcycle down a con-
gested street in this ancient
Punjab capital, police said, re-
ports AP,

A motorcycle roared up be-
side Na?vi and the passenger
opened fire with an automatic
rifle, according to eyewitnesses.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the killing but Pak-
istan's Punjab province has
been wracked by bloody reli-
giously motivated violence in
recent months.

As many as 100 people have
died in battles between militant
Shi'ite and Sunni Muslims.

Most of Pakistan's 140 mil-
lion people are Sunni Muslims
who get along with their Shi'ite
brethren. But militant groups of

' both sects have sprung up in re-
cent years and they often clash.

The Punjab provincial gov-
ernment has set up a special
task force to try to root out reli-
gious killings. And some law-
makers have openly discussed
banning religious parties in
Pakistan.

The Baily Star

Environment Court
to be constituted

About the steps taken by the
government to reduce pollution.
the minister said the govern-
ment vehicles have started us-
ing gas (CNG) instead of petrol
and diesel as fuel.

More double-decker buses
would be introduced in the city

by reducing two stroke engine
vehicles phase by phase, she
added. The government is also

studying the feasibility of circu-
lar train in the capital.

S:Ijeda Chowdhury said over
population, traffic jam, excess
vehicles, uncontrolled slums,
deforestation, disruption of
Pagla WASA treatment plant,
liquid effluent of Hazaribagh
tanneries and water-logging
have made the city environ-
ment severely polluted.

The Environment Minister
regretted that most of the facto-
ries and industries have no
drainage device to remove
wastage which peollute air, soil
and water alarmingly.

Consumption of
power on
holidays

By Staff Correspondent

The requirement for power
on Saturday last, the second
day of the two day weekly holi-
day, was 25 MW more than that
on Friday last.

According to sources in the
Power Development Board
(PDB) the requirement for
power on Friday last was
recorded at 1950 MW and for
Saturday, it was 1975 MW. Gen-
eration of power on these two
days was around 1850 MW each.

The sources said that the re-
quirement on Friday is usually
less by 100 MW, compared to
working days. On Saturday last,
the requirement was 75 MW
less.

On every working day, the
requirement for power is usu-
ally about 2050 MW while the
generation is around 1915 MW,

French Open

Sergi, Gustavo
reach final

PARIS, June 6: Sergi
Bruguera, a former two-time
champion, beat Patrick Rafter
and Gustavo Kuerten, an un-
seeded Brazilian, defeated
qualifier Filip Dewulf to ad-
vance Friday to the final of the
French Open, reports AP.

Kuerten, ranked No 66 in the
world, became the first Brazil-
fan man to reach the finals of a
Grand Slam tournament by de-
feating Dewulf 6-1, 3-6, 6-1, 7-6.

Bruguera, at No 16 the only
seeded player who made the
semifinals, beat Rafter 6-7, 6-1,
7-5, 7-6.
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Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam has said the government
will take allout measures to
combat abuse of drugs that is
severely affecting the society,
particularly a section of youth
community in the country, re-
ports UNB.

"Government, non-govern-

ment organisations and citi-
zens will have to fight unitedly
to remove the menace of dru
abuse from the society,” he said.
assuring that the government
would take strict actions to
break the drug rings in the
cuuntlc‘!y.
Addressing a seminar on
"Prevention of Drug Abuse" at
the Osmani Hall in the morn-
ing, the home minister said
abuse of drugs is not only a na-
tional problem, but also an in-
ternational one.

The government will iden-
tify the roots of drug-traffick-
ing to block those and take
steps to stop drug abuse with a
view to building drug-free soci-
ety for the future generation, he
added. .

Bangladesh Anti-drug Fed-
eration of NGOs (BAF-NGOs),
organised the seminar attended
by international leaders of
anti-drug organisations and the
local anti-drug working groups.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed, President
of International Federations
for NGOs (IFNGO) Dr Putera As-
taman and Honorary Secretary
of IFNGO Malaysia Data Haji
Mustapha Ma also addressed
the seminar.

The BAF-NGOs Advisor
Council Chairman and IFNG
Vice President, journalist Igbal

'United efforts a must
to combat drug abuse'

Sobhan Chowdhury, presided.

The home minister said cre-
ating public awareness atgainst
addiction will be helplul to
combat drug abuse. The media
can play a vital role to create
such public awareness, he
added.

He said the government is
going to amend the existing
anti-drug laws to make those
suitable for facing the present
day problems.

"But we will not be able to go
forward by introducing laws
only if the society is not aware
of the adverse effects of dru
abuse and do not take unite
steps against it," the minister
observed.

About the treatment of ad-
dicts, he said the government is
thinking of setting up at least
one specialised hospital at divi-
sional headquarters to expand
services to them.

IFNGO president Dr Putera
Astaman said drug trafficking
has become the second largest
illicit business of the world and
the whole world should be
united to stop abuse of drug to
save millions of lives.

Prevention could be made by
educating people about the se-
vere adverse effects of drug
abuse, he said adding that me-
dia, religion and home system
should be used for educating
people about the bad effects of
drug.
In his presidential address,
I%hal Sobhan Chowdhury said
abuse of drug is a man-made
disaster. A social war is needed
to fight the menace and make

the country free from drug
abuse, he added.

From Page 1
third world making interde-
pendence in the face of compet-
itiveness.

He described this event as
"the first-ever joining of hands
of a member of ASEAN with
three SAARC members throu
formation of a growth quad-
rangle which opens a new
chapter of economic coopera-
tion in this part of the world

with a great deal of ramifica-
tions."
He said with ASEAN havin
agreed to establish the AS
free trade area (AFTA) by the
year 2003 and SAARC pursuing
the same goal to attain by the
same time, we visualise that the
cooperation will pave a massive
way between South and South-
east Asia through trade liberal-
isation and lowering of trade
barriers.
He said growth triangles or
I’ quadrangles are seen as a dy-
namic growth mechanism that
can accelerate the process of
economic transformation and
integration of component re-

BISTEC launched

gions.

The minister said the father
of the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
always believed in closest pos-
sible cooperation amongst
neighbours in a region and be-
tween various regions.

He said, the current ESCAP
study in Asian land transport
infrastructure development
(ALTID), when completed and
implemented by the countries
involved, can open for us a new
era of economic cooperation
and development particularly
in the context of BISTEC.

He said, "We will like to see a
truly formidable growth quad-
rangle linking Fenan& port of
Malaysia, Yangon of Myanmar,
the Indian port of Madras,
Colombo port of Sri Lanka,
Laem Chabeng of Thailand and
Chittagong port of Bangladesh."

Earlier, the Thai deputy for-
eign minister received
Bangladesh State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury. They had about 35
minutes of exclusive talks.

..........
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BNP Chairperson and Leader of the

Plan to set up
EPZ 1in Bogra

BOGRA, June 6: The govern-
ment is planning to set up an
export processing zone in the
district and has asked the local
administration to select a site
for it, reports UNB.

Sources said the district
administration has recentl
held a meeting with the loca
businessmen, industrialists
and political leaders to discuss
the issues.

The meeting was learnt to
have proposed a site at
Chhonka alongside the Bogra-
Sir?ganj road for the planned
EPZ.

President of Bogra Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Taheruddin Chowdhury hoped
that the EPZ would be set up in
near future as all the precondi-
tions needed for a viable EPZ
are there,

He said many new industries
have been set up in the district
during the last few years and
machinery parts made in the
district are now being exported.

Writ challenging
Cong presidential

election

LUCKNOW, June 6: A writ
petition challenging the Con-
gress presidential polls and
seeking its postponement was
filed in the Alahabad High
Court today, reports PTI.

The vacation judge of the
Lucknow bench of the High
Court, BK Singh, issued nuti?s
to the Election Commission,
the All India Congress Commit-
tee and the Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee on the pe-
tition filed by Vimal Mehrotra
and three other Congress work-
ers from Kanpur. |

The petition which prayed
for postponing the Congress
presidential polls till the com-
pletion of other organisational
elections including that of
UPCC, will be heard and dis-
posed of on Monday. ;

The petitioners alleged ir-
regularities during the conduct
of the elections.

They alleged that RK Dha-
wan was illegally declared an
AICC member from Kanpur.

Sharif
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India and improve the rela-
tionship. :

He said there was a serious
problem of visa between the two
countries which, he believed,
woulld be sorted out soon.

There are long queues of visa
seekers outside the high com-
missions of both the countries
and then people are subjected to
police reporting, Sharif said
adding, "l think there is no
need for all this ... it's nowhere
else in the world. We want to
simplify the procedure.”

he Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter was of the view that the ha-
rassment and the bashing of
the diplomats in both the coun-
tries must be stopped immedi-
ately. "We must get out of the
hangovers of past animosity."

“?f something goes wrong in
India, they blame Pakistan and
if any bomb blast occurs here,
we blame India. This has been
our approach for the last 50
years.

"I want to come out of this
frame of mind for a new begin-
ning," he said.

New Delhi accuses Pakistan
of arming and training Muslim
%utrillas spearheading a

loody separatist campaign in
the Indian zone of Kashmir.

Islamabad denies the allega-
tions but describes the drive as
the Kashmiris' legitimate
struggle for self-determination.

ore than 20,000 people
have died in the separatist vio-
lence in Indian- administered
Kashmir. Islamabad accuses
Indian troops of large-scale
human rights violations in the
troubled region.

In the interview, Sharif said

he would like to visit India.
|1 want to to India to watch

cricket matc and [ want Gu-
jral to come here to watch one-
dayers, he said.

&

&

Oppﬂaiiﬁn in the Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia
at a discussion organised by Zia-Khaleda Research Council at the Jatiya Press Club
auditorium yesterday, marking the 16th anniversary of Zia's death.

—Star photo

'AL provoked govt employees
~ during BNP regime’

Speakers at a seminar in
Dhaka yesterday underlined
the need for a people-oriented
administration to integrate the
officials and employees in na-
tion-building activities, reports
UNB.

The seminar on "Adminis-
trative Officials and the BNP

Government” was organised by
Zia-Khaleda Research Council
(ZRC) at the Jatiya Press Club.

The participants contended
that only the BNP regimes had
successfully involved govern-
ment servants in development
activities, ensured trans-
parency and made the adminis-
tration accountable.

They said the BNP govern-
ments of late president Ziaur
Rahman and Begum Khaleda

DUS employee held

with revolver

An employee of the Dhaka
University Snacks (DUS) was
arrested with arms from the
fast food shop at TSC on the
campus yesterday, reports UNB.

Police, while on duty, raided
the DUS area and nab Swa-
pan, 18, a DUS employee, along-
with a countrymade revolver.

A case was filed with Ramna
police.

Bodos demand
separate state

GUWAHATI, June 6: The
Bodoland State Movement
Council (BSMC) today de-
manded a separate Bodoland
state as the Assam government
was "deliberately” avoiding a
solution to the Bodoland prob-

lem for
gains."

The centre can always grant
a separate state for the Bodos,
as was promised by the former
prime minister HD Deve Gowda,
in case of 'Uttarakhand,’ the
BSMC chairman, S K Bwis-
muthiary, told PTI over phone
from Kokrajhar.

Referring to handling of
Bodo problem by the Assam
government, he said "there is no
point in calling meeting to
solve the Bodo issues when the
political will was not there."”

Bwismuthiary said the cen-
tre should hold immediate tri-
partite talks to solve the Bodo
issues as the law and order situ-
ation might further worsen in
the Bodo dominated areas.

The Bodo leader demanded a
judicial enquiry into the al-
'}egcd rape of some Bodo girls in
two villages under Tamulpur
police station by army person-
nel recently. |

Vit-A Week
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will help to eradicate night
blindness from the country.

The week is a part of the
long-term programime aimed at
eradicating night blindness of
children by the year 2000 and
reducing malnutrition, said
Health Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf.

World Health Organisation
(WHO) considers night blind-
ness that occurs due to defi-
ciency of Vitamin-A as a public
health problem in if exceeds 1
per cent. In Bangladesh, the

tage is now 1.1.

However, the night blindness
among the children in the
country is on the decline as the
result of a Vitamin-A capsule
feeding programme launched in
1973 under the sponsorship of
UNICEF. ‘

The night blindness amm%
the country’s children was 3.7
per cent in 1981-82 and 1.76 per
cent in 1989,

Sectt staff
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The employees reportedly
welcomed the proposals but
stuck to their demand for
restoration of the previous of-
fice timing and immediate an-
nouncement of the pay com-
mission award with t from
July.

"narrow political

‘han overturned at Jai

Zia had brought a qualitative
changes in the administration.

The speakers accused the
ruling Awami League of provok-
ing the government servants
during the past BNP regime to
violate the service rules and
brought them to a so-called
"Janatar Mancha."

They also blamed the -
sent government for breaki
the chain of command and in-
stigating violation of rules and
regulations of the bureaucrats
and employees and warned that
the ruling party would have to
suffer for their past unlawful
acts.

The discussants urged all
concerned to refrain from using
government servants as tools to
grab the state-power and
stressed the need for formulat-
ing an effective policy for the
government officials and em-
ployees to restrict them from
violating service rules.

Presided over by ZRC Con-
venor Ehsanul Kabir, the semi-
nar was also addressed b
Aminul Haqg MP, Amanulla
Aman MP, Alamgir Kabir MP,
Abu Hena MP, Prof Yeakub Ali
Sharif, journalists Amir
Kashru, Abu Taher, Abdul Hye
Sarker, Shahjahan Miah Sam-
rat, Dr Raihan Fazle Nur, Khor-
shed Alam Kashru, Bilkis Islam
and Osman Gani Shahjahan.

Blast kills 7 bus
passengers

in India

PATHANKOT, June 6: A
bomb exploded in a passenger
bus in northern Punjab state
today, killing seven of the pas-
sengers and wounding 20 oth-
ers, police and witnesses said,
reports AP.

The incident came on the
13th anniversary of the army
raid on the Golden Temple, the
holiest shrine of the Sikh reli-
gion, to flush out Sikh mili-
tants engaged in an armed re-
volt for independence.

The explosion occurred 10
minutes after the bus left the
city of Pathankot northward
for Jammu. No one immedi-
ately claimed responsibility for
the explosion. Pathankot is 400
kilometers (250 miles) north of
New Delhi.

"The bus had hardly traveled
800 meters (yards) from the bus
station when the explosion oc-
curred,” said Gaurav Yadav, the
senior superintendent of police.

Sweden Aslam
From Page 1

filed with Tejgaon, Kotwali and
Mirpur thanas.
Police said Aslam had a well
organised network in Dhaka
metropolitan area, Savar,
Keraniganj and in Chittagon
city. Twelve accomplices o

am have been arrested so far
from different parts of the city
and its suburb,

6 killed

From Page 1]
rhat
when it tried to overtake a bus.

Three of the dead were iden-
tified as Nayamia, 30, Shari-
fuddin, 32 and Kalimuddin, 35.
The two others could not be
identified till filing of this re-
port last night.

In Sirajganj, an unidentified
young man was killed and 25

ple were injured in a bus-
truck collision on the Bogra-
Nagarbari highway at Kundail
in Raiganj thana, according to
UNB.

The young man, aged about
30, died on the spot when the
Sirajganj-bound bus from
Chandaikona and the Bogra-
bound truck from Nagarbari
collided head-on at about 10

alm.

Of the injured, four were
admitted to é;ﬂ'n Mohammad
Ali Hospital e 10 others to

Rng‘nj Hospital,

ice seized both the vehi-
cles, but their drivers and
helpers were absconding.



