Historic
June 7/
today

By Staff Correspondent

The historic June 7 will be
observed in the country today
commemorating the nation's
glorious struggle for realisation
of the six-point demand.

On this day in 1966, a num-
ber of political activists were
killed in police firing during
demonstrations for realisation
of the six-point demand and re-
lease of its architect Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

The agitation for realisa-
tion of the six-point demand
under the leadership of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman culminated in

a mass upsurge in 1969 that
eventually led to the struggle for
Independence in 1971.
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
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Vitamin-A Week
begins today

Vitamin-A Week begins in
the country today with the
theme: Vitamin-A Reduces
Child Mortality Acting as the
Seventh Vaccine, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
week when children aged be-
tween 1 and 6, excepting those
of Chittagong division affected
by the May 19 cyclone, will be
fed a high-powered Vitamin-A
capsule.

The health workers of gov-
ernment arnd non-government
organisations will conduct the
Vi n-A feeding drive at ev-
ery vaccine centre of the wards
in rural areas from June 7 to 15.

In city corporation and mu-
nicipal areas, the drive will be
conducted today but the drop-
out children will be covered the
following day.

Institute of Public Health
Nutrition (IPHN) of the Health
and Family Welfare Ministry
will also conduct a campaign in
favour of breastfeeding and
against the breastmilk substi-
tutes during the week.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina have

ﬁu&d separate messages on the

“““occasion_and hoped the week

See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda to visit

Feni tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and BI?]P%hair er-
son Begum Khaleda Zia will go
to Feni on a two-day visit be-
ginning tomorrow.

She is scheduled to address a
meeting of the party workers
and leaders at Feni Circuit
House on Sunday night. On the
following day, the BNP chair-

person will visit different areas |

under Fulgazi, Parashuram and
Chhagalnaia thanas and talk to
a cross-section of people.,

The Opposition Leader will
also address a number of rallies
there, said a party press release.
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4 nations sign declaration

BISTEC launched

Four Asian nations floated a
new economic bloc in Bangkok
to bolster trade and investment
between south and southeast
Asia, report agencies.

The Bangladesh, India, Sri
Lanka and Thailand Economic
Cooperation (BISTEC) was for-
mally launched as ministers of
the four countries signed a dec-
laration in the Thai capital, ac-
cording to a message received in
Dhaka.

The signing ceremony was
attended by important person-
alities including Thai leaders
pro-
cess of evolving of the ASEAN.

Myanmar was
server status to Bl ;

The ministerial segment
meeting of BISTEC began today
at Bangkok with Thai Deputy
Foreign Minister Pitak In-
trawiyanunt in the chair.

anted ob- |

The BISTEC aims to expand
links across a cluster of sectors
like trade. tourism, investment,
industry, technology, human
resources development, agricul-
ture, energy and infrastructure
building.

The agreement also spon-
sored cooperation among the
members of BISTEC on the ba-
sis of respect for the principles
of sovereign equality, territo-
rial integrity, political inde-
pendence, non-interference in
the internal affairs, peaceful
co-existence and mutual bene-
fits.

Thai minister Pitak In-
trawiyanunt hailed the declara-
tion as "opening a new chapter
to build a bridge linking South
and Southeast Asia.”

Leader of the Bangladesh
delegation, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan

Chuwdhurﬁ. in his speech em-
phasised the potential inherent
in the formation of the sub-re-
gional grouping.

The Thai deputy
minister thanked
Bangladesh government for co-
operation in launching the
BISTEC which would “"prove
beneficial for all countries in
the sub-region.”

Abul Hasan Chowdhury ex-
pressed the firm commitment
of Bangladesh to BISTEC to
make it truly productive and
effective tool of involving the
economic cooperation amongst
the member states.

At the formal launching cer-
emony, Abul Hasan said the
globalisation of the world
economy has created not only
opporiunities, but also serious

challenges for countries of the
See Page 12 Col 4
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A fashion show, Night with the Royal Bengal Tiger,
organised by Elite at a city hotel yesterday. — Star photo

AL interviewé
4 candidates
for bypolls

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League Parliamen-
tary Board (ALPB) yesterday
interviewed four candidates,
who sought party nomination
to contest the June 30 by-elec-
tion to Manikganj-3 seat of the
Jatiya Sangsad.

Party Chief Sheikh Hasina
led the 11-member interview
board. The interview was held
at the Prime Minister's official
residence, Gonabhaban at 4 pm.

According to party sources,
the four aspirants are: Col (retd)
MA Malek, Siddigqur Rouf
Khan, Jalaluddin Ahmed and
ABM Helaluddin.

Of them. Malek, formerly a
Jatiya Party leader, joined AL
recently. Siddiqur Rouf Khan is
Assistant Office Secretary of
AL. Jalaluddin had contested
the June 12 general elections on
AL ticket from 'the same con-
stituency and Helaluddin is a
local party leader.

The nomination will be fi-
nalised today (Saturday), said
an ALPB member.

Sweden Aslam
on another

4-day remand
By Staff Correspondent

Alleged terrorist Sweden
Aslam has been placed on police

| remand for another four days.

Police sources said the De-
tective Branch (DB) produced
Aslam before the Chief Me-
tropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court on the expiry of seven
days remand yesterday. DB
prayed for another eight days'
remand but the court granted
four days.

Aslam arrested from a house
of Old DOHS in the city in the
third week of last month, was

placed on a total of 14 days re-
mand in two phases till yester-
day. The alleged leader of an or-
ganised gang of professional
criminals, Aslam, aged about
35, was wanted in at least 10
cases.

Chargesheets in three mur-
der cases accusing Aslam had

already been submitted to the
court earlier. The cases were
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CAAB probe report submitted

Climbing into wheel carriage

Investigation by the Civil
Aviation Authority of Ban-
gladesh (CAAB) could not
ascertain the exact location at
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) from where a young man
had allegedly got into the wheel
carriage of a Riyadh-bound Bi-
man airbus last month.

Body of the young man,
Mahbub, was later recovered
from the wheel carri of the
Biman airbus when it landed at
the Riyadh airport in the early
hours of May 24

The CAAB probe report,
submitted to the authorities
Thursday said that it was very

By Staff Correspondent

difficult to climb the wheel car-
riage from the runway at the
Zia International Airport (ZIA),
according to sources concerned.

The report pointed out dif-
ferent technical aspects and the
time factor and said it was ap-
parently impossible for a young
man to get into the wheel car-
ri from the runway.

e CAAB report however
mentioned two other locations
— Biman hangar and Bay No
Four of the ZIA — from where
the young man could have
boarded the wheel carriage. In
sup;rart of its claim, it said that
during investigations, move-

from runway impossible

ment and presence of a number
of off-duty staff of different
agencies was noticed at these
two places.

However, a Biman probe
body, which earlier submitted
its report on the incident
claimed that Mahbub had got
into the wheel carriage when
the aircraft waited for few
minutes on the runway before
take off from ZIA.

Mahbub. 20, a nts em-
loyee and son of Moazzam of
wn.HJkathi in Firﬂjﬁur. was

found dead in the wheel car-
riage when the Biman airbus
See Page 12 Col 2

‘Six killed, 55 injured

in road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Six people were killed and 55
others injured in two road acci-
dents in r and Sirajganj

Of them. five le were
killed and 30 inju at Jai-

girhat on Rmagmr—ﬂogram

| way and one person was :

| Raiganj thana of Sirajganj dis-

and 25 injured on a-Nagar-

way at Kundail under

trict.

Ouwur Rangpur Correspondent
reports: At least five people
were killed and 30 others in-
jured yesterday afternoon when

a Dhaka-bound night coach
gmn Domail met w&? anha:::]':*]i—
ent on RHH?UF gra high-
way at Jalg; at about fifteen
kilometers from Rangpur town.
Of the deceased. three were
killed on the spot and two oth-
ers succumbed to injuries at
RMCH and Mithapukur Thana
Health Complex. All the injured
were admitted to the RMCH. Of
them. the condition of 10 were
stated to be critical.
According to police, the
coach belonging to RS Pariba-
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Referendum on

Lenin's fate

pE———

MOSCOW, June 6: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin sug-

held on whether to remove
Bolshevik leader Vladimir
Lenin from his Red Square
mausoleum and give the corpse
a Christian burial, Itar-Tass
news agency said, reports
Reuter.

“Let the people decide
whether to bury him in a Chris-
tian way or leave things as they
are,” Tass quoted Yeltsin as say-
ing during a visit to St Peters-
burg. cradle of the 1917 Bolshe-
vik revolution.

ﬁsted today that a referendum

Govt offers new
facilities for
Sectt staff

By Staff Correspondent

The authorities have made a
string of offers to the Secre-
tariat employees to make them
accept the new office timing.

According to employees
sources, Establishment Secre-
tary Mahe Alam on Thursday
made the offers which include
daily
five, placing of water dis-
pensers with filters in different
floors and corridors of the Sec-
retariat and day-care centre for
wommen employees.

Besides two cooperative-run
canteens inside the Secretariat
would be subsidised to provide
improved food. There will be

more transports for the em- |

ployees to ease their trans-
portation problem.
The proposals came during
talks with the Class Four Em-
loyees Association and the
gecretaﬁat Employees Associ-

atlon. .. page 12 Col 7

Sharif wants mutual cuts in

tiffin allowance of Tk |

@he Daily Star
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for trade between
Bangladesh, Nepal

KATHMANDU, June 6: India
today offered a 61-km route for
trade transit between ‘Nepal
and Bangladesh on an experi-
mental basis for six months,
which could be operational
with immediate effect, reports
i

Nepal's long-standing de-
mand for an alternate route was
accepted by Primne Minister In-
der Kumar Gujral yesterday
evening and the offer was con-
veyed to Nepalese Foreign
Minister Prakash Chandra Lo-
hani when he called on him to-
day.

The route passes through
Kakarbita on the Indo-Nepal
border to Phulwari on the Indo-
Bangladesh border.

Gujral said the arrangement

would be reviewed after six
months before any further de-
cision was taken in this regard.

Gujral, at a meeting with his
Ngﬂalese counterpart Lokendra
Bahadur Chand yesterday, had
agreed to make all arrange-
ments within two months for
providing such a route.

Land-locked Nepal had
sought New Delhi's permission
to use the route through Indian
territory to give its traders an
easy access to Bangladeshi port
of Chittagong.

India provides other routes
as per the current transit treaty,
but Nepal feels this route would
be more viable as the Calcutta
port, being currently used by
Nepali traders, gets clogged
quite frequently.

Indian, Pak defence budgets

NEW DELHI, June 6: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif has called for mutual
cuts in the defence budgets of
India and Pakistan. a private
television network reported to-
day. say AFP, BSS.

In an interview with India-
based EL TV network the Pak-
istani leader said the South
Asian arch-rivals should also
withdraw troops from the di-
vided territory of Kashmir
through a bilateral arrange-
ment.

"I have requested the Indian
Prime Minister that troops
should be withdrawn from
Kashmir as a first gesture
which will help in building an
atmosphere of trust,” Sharif
said in an interview to be
broadcast Sunday.

When Sharif met Indian
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral in the Maldives last
month during a regional sum-
mit their bilateral talks were
the first between the leaders of
the two countries in eight years.

Daily Star
condemns

Dinkal

report

By Staff Correspondent

The Daily Star has strongly
condemned a news item pub-
lished in a Bangla daily on June
5 aimed at sullying the personal
image and reputation of its Edi-
tor, for which that daily apolo-
gised the following day.

In a letter to the Editor of the
Dainik Dinkal, The Daily Star
management has demanded
"unconditional apology from
the newspaper to make amends
with due compensation with an
assurance to desist from in-
dulging in such nefarious activ-
ities in future.”

The news item involving the
Indian High Commission and a
number of journalists was also
protested by the High Commnis-
sion in a press release on
Thursday. It said, "High Com-
mission of India deplores this
deliberate recourse to forgery
which underscores the mali-
cious intention of the newspa-

r in question. Such reports
E:sed on forgery violate the
ethics of journalism.”

Two killed as
nor’ wester

lashes Pangsha

RAJBARI, June 6: Two 6)0
licemen were killed and five
others wouynded during a
nor'wester that lashed Pangsha
thana of the district today, re-
ports UNB.

The deceased were identified
as Abdul Quddus, 35, of Boro-
bachra village in Shahjadpur
thana of Sirajganj district and
Mohammad Sahjahan Molla,
30, of Goalanda thana in
Rajbari district.

Police said the incident oc-
curred when a tree fell on a shop
in Mrigi Bazar where on duty
policemen and some other peo-
ple took shelter during the
storm that began at 5:30 pm.
Police constable Quddus died on
the spot.

UK immigration
marriage rule
to be lifted soon

LONDON, June 6: British
government will soon lift an
immigration marriage rule
which required applicants who
marry British citizens to prove
that they did not wed just to en-
ter the country, reports Xinhua.

Under the controversial
‘primary purpose rule' foreign-
ers applying for entry into
Britain were refused if they
could not satisfy lnuntfrauun
officials about their motives for
marriage.

Home Secretary Jack Straw
said yesterday in written regly
to the House of Commons that

See Page 12 Col 2

EL TV, which released ad-
vance excerpts from the inter-
view, said Sharif accepted there
were limitations on both sides
pruning defence spending.

"l can understand the limita-
tions of Gujral, but I too have
got my own limitations,"” the
Pakistan Prime Minister said.

\
Nawaz Sharif

[

"l found Gujral a very nice
person and [ hope he will re-
spond positively”., he said,
adding both sides should end
hostilities.

"This is not the time to fight.
We must learn from our past
mistakes and should analyse
what all we have gained or lost".

"“We fought wars and spent so
much on defence budgets in-
stead of concentrating on the
development of both the na-
tions."

"We have only suffered by
adopting a path of confronta-
tion... It is high time we should
change our attitude.”

India, which holds the
southern two-thirds of Kashmir
and Pakistan which has the
northern tip, have fought two of
their three wars over the Hi-
malayan territory since the
Subcontinent’s independence in
1947, _

The Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter said that he had got man-
date from his people to talk to

See Page 12Col 6

JP rebels preparing

to expel Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party rebels who have
called a council session of the

party on June 30 said yesterday ,

that they were preparing to ex-
pel JP chief HM Ershad from
the Party.

The rebel group, led by Kazi
Zafar Ahmed and Shah Moaz-
zam Hossain, the two senior
presidium members who were
recently expelled from the party
addressed a press conference at
a city hotel.

Shamim Al-Mamun joint
secretary of the party, who was
also expelled along with the two
rebel leaders read out a four-
page written statement at the
press conference.

Answering questions, Shah
Moazzam and Kazi Zafar said
that Ershad, during nine years
in power had worked for the
betterment of the people but af-
ter release from jail, he made

himself controversial by his ac-
tivities.

They also said two persons
have sought nomination from
the JP to contest the hi.'—electinn
in Manikganj, scheduled to be
held on June 30, the date which
coincides with her proposed
council session. A decision to
this effect will be taken on Sat-
urday, they said.

To a question, they said that
the council will decide the lead-
ership of the JP.

About Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, another rebel, who
recently expressed his alle-
giance to Ershad, one of them
said, "Everybody knows how
Chowdhury was managed."

"Chowdhury has disgraced
the politicians of the country by
his somersault,” he added

The statement alleged that

See Page 12 Col 1

Many streets in
shower yesterday afternoon.

i iy

...

the city went under water after the

—Star photo
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Delhi allows transit

Police force
- 10000 to be
recruited

1n 2 phases
Star Report

The government is planning
recruitment of 10,000 person-
nel for the police force, accord-
ing to official sources.

The recruitment will be
made in more than two phases.
Announcement for the first
phase will be made shortly, the
sources said.

The recruitment will be
made in the ranks of constable
to Sub-Inspector, they said.

- Some police officials, talk-
ing to The Daily Star, said that
the existing capacity for train-
ing police personnel was
around 3000. The four police
training centres at Khulna,
Tangail, Rangpur and Noakhali
have the capacity to train 2000 -
and the Police Academy 1000,

. Recruitment in the ranks of

constable to Sub-Inspector will
cause further imbalance in the
existing ratio of supervising of-
ficials in the police force, ob-
served some officials,
According to them, a total of
891 supervising officials are
now leading 93 thousand police
personnel. Police officials of
the rank of Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police and above are
supervising officials.

Ctg BCL leader
shot dead

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 6: A
Chhatra League (BCL) leader
was shot dead by unidentified
gunman this afternoon near
Golpahar crossing in Mehdibag.

The victim was identified as
Ashiq Ahmed, 23, a 3rd year
student of City, College.

The gunmen shot Ashiq at
point blank range at about 3:30
pm as he came out of a commu-
nity centre after attending a
marriage ceremony, police said.
He died on the spot.

Protesting the killing, the
BCL workers brought out a pro-
cession and held a rally in front
of Bipani Bitan. They also put
up a barricade on the road and
damaged some vehicles, wit-
nesses said.

Police have been deployed at
different places to avoid unto-
ward incidents. _

However, none was arrested -

" in connection with the killing.

3 murdered
1n Pabna

PABNA. June 6: Three peo-
vple, including a woman, were
illed in separate incidents to
Sadar and Chatmohor thanas
on Thursday, reports UNB.

Police said Nasim Biswas,
22, son of Sakatullah of Shami-
kdiar villaﬁﬁ in Sadar thana
was stabbed to death by a gang
of 10 miscreants near his
residence at 8 pm.

The killing might be a sequel
to previous rivalry, ll’ibDHEE said.
fL case was filed with Sadar po-
ice.

Meanwhile, Chatmohor po-
lice recovered bodies of an
unidentified young woman and
a 12-year-old boy under a rail-
way bridge near Guakara sta-
tion in the thana on Thursday
night. |

Police suspected that the 25-
year-old woman was Kkilled af-
ter rape and the boy, who might
be the son of the woman, stran-
gulated.

3 die of diarrhoea
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 6: Three chil-
dren died of diarrhoea at a vil-
lage in Balaganj thana in the
last three days.

The disease has broken out
in Chhota Dirarai, Parkul, Ba-
ra Dirarai, Parkul and Khaiya-
khair villages where about 25
persons have been attacked,
sources said.

Faisal, 6 and Selina, 8, chil-
dren of Ashid Ali of Chhota Di-
rarai died on Tuesday while
Dilwar, 3, of the same family
died the following day.

When contacted. the civil
Surgeon of Sylhet said that food
poisoning had caused the
deaths. A medical team headed
by the Thana Health Adminis-
trator visited the affected vil-
lage and distributed medicine.

BSF hands over
7 Bangladeshis

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 6: The Indian
BSF yesterday handed over to
BDR the seven Bangladeshi na-
tionals whom they had taken
away from near the Tekerghat
border last Monday.

The Bangladeshis, Luthfar
Rahman. Sajal Miah, Suram
Ali, Yunus Ali and Abu Taher of
village Moutaji under Bhairab
thana in Kishoreganj, Ala Hos-
sain of village Katia and Saruk
Miah of Ledarbond under
Tahirpur thana had gone to see
the Tekerghat imestone

uarry just adjacent to the bor-
gcr and at one stage they
reached the zero line near bor-
der pillar number 1196.

Some BSF men of the Bu-
rachhara Outpost caught them.

They were hand over to
the BDR at a flag meeting yes-
terday. The BDR handed them
over to Tahirpur thana police

today.



