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36 Shibir
activists

held in
Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 5: Police
arrested 36 activists of the Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) from
different places of the city to-
day.
Police said the arrested per-
sons include students of Ra-
jshahi University, different
colleges. madrashas and
schools of the district.

Acting on a secret informa-

tion. the Detective Branch of {

police raided the transports in
which the Shibir cadres were
travelling to participate in the
rally near the Binodepur area of
Rajshahi University this morn-
ing, police said.

See Page 12 Col 7
New economic
bloc to be
launched 1n
Bangkok today

Leaders of Bangladesh, In-
dia, Sri Lanka and Thailand

will sign a declaration in

today launching a new
bloc to promote socio-economic
condition of about 1.12 billion
people of the four Asian na-
tions, reports UNB.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
who left Dhaka yesterday for
Bangkok will lead the
Bangladesh delegation to a
ministerial meeting in the Thai
capital today.

The meet, also to be attended
by Ministers of India, Sri
Lanka and Thailand, will be
followed by signing of the dec-
laration. -

Power-generating
firms allowed to
sell surplus power
to nearby units

The ninth meeting of the
Board of Investment (BOI) held
at the Prime Minister's Office
last night called for gearing up
the activities of BOI to attract
more foreign investment as
well as simplifying various

aired by the Prime Minis-
ter Hasina, the
was attended by Foreign Minis-
ter Abdus Samad . Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria,
Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Tofael Ahmed. Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister M

See Page 12 Col |

JP rebels outline
‘next course of

action’ today

By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Zafar Ahmed and Shah
Moazzem Hossain, who are
leading the Jatiya Party rebels,
announce their next course of

action today, sources close to
them said.

They are go L%:uﬁgﬁ:
their programme, 8 -
ing a council of the JP,

at a conference at 5 at
LT, -
JP chief H M Ershad on
Wednesday expelled them from
the . It was the third ex-
pulsion for Kazi Zafar Ahmed.
Kazi Zafar and Shah
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Water & sewer rates
increased by 5 pc

Eraaboa- 1000

JAYISTHA 23 1404 BS.

The Dhaka Water and Sew-
erage Authority (WASA) has
raised the water and sewer rates
by five per cent since March,
making per thousand litres of
water costTk 3.70.

The rise had been 2.5 per
cent from March 1 and the rest
from June 1, WASA sources
said.

"The last hike in water rate
was 25 per cent in 1993 and
1994. We should have raised the
rates by eight per cent to acH_ust
with the new power tariil to
cope with the operational costs
which rose by 35 per cent,” a top
WASA official said,

WASA provides piped water
to 1,60,000 subscribers and less
than one third of them get sewer
facilities. It is finding it diffi-
cult to meet demands of the city

By Shehab Ahmad

which remains perennially
short by 45 crore litres per da
It has a daily output of some 8
crore litres.

"We are fighting a losing bat-
tle to provide water to the citi-
zens of the metropolis whose
ranks are being swollen by four
and a half per cent annually b
new migrants,” the official said.

But the WASA's woes are not
going to be over so soon as the
work on upgradation of century
-old water-works at Chadnighat
would not be completed before
March next year.

It currently provides 1.5
crore litre of water, treating
surface water from the highly
polluted Buriganga at Lalbagh.
Under a Japanese grant it will
be able to suEply 3.5 crore litre
of water in the old quarters of
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the city.

But the citizens will have to
wait to quench their thirst fully
until the year 2002 when a
World Bank-aided project to
pipe water from the Shita-
lakhya goes into operation.

T?'rle 172 million US dollar
project is designed to supply
22.5 crore litre of water c]:iu;-r ay
to meet the city's demand.

However, work on the project
is yet to commence as the WASA
is et to complete all
conditionalities on schedule,
So far four conditions have
been met and another will be
met by June 15.

Tender for commencing the
project is, however, being pro-
cessed. Despite the preliminary
progress, sources in the WASA

See Page 12 Col 6

The Secretariat employees
itating for the restoration of
old office timing and new pay
scales, split into three factions
yesterday over a report that
some leaders of the Sangjukto
Karmachari Parishad had a
clandestine deal with the gov-
ernment to frustrate the move-
ment, reports UNB.

The three groups accused
each other of collaborating
with the government and be-
traying the employees.
Yesterday the employees
started assembling at two sepa-
rate places inside the Secre-
tariat from 9 am, defying a gov-
ernment ban.

At about 11 am, while ob-
serving a token strike, the em-
I;:luyces held three separate ral-
ies

Parishad leaders Habibur
Rahman and Shah Alam ad-
dressed a rally in front of the
14-storey building while an-
other group of employees staged
demonstration near the 19-
storey building under the lead-

bridge linking the 19-storied

ership of Zafar, Ataur and Az-
iziir Rahim, leaders of the same
orEkiaabien. ~ e, Sl HE

Sectt employees split
over talks with govt

building with the Ministry of
Works, criticised the leaders of
the other two rallies for, what it
called, destroying the unity of
the employees for their per-
sonal interests. This group was
addressed by one Salamatullah.

Addressing the rally, Habib
and Alam admitted that they
had met with the Prime Minis-
ter. but did not disclose the
contents of the discussion.

The three groups chanted

See Page 12 Col 3
AL Parliamentary

Board meeting
today

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Board
(ALPB) will be held at 4 pm to-
day at the party's central office
at Bangabandhu Avenue.

Applicants seeking to con-
test the June 30 by-polls in the
Manikganj-3 constituency of
the Jativa Sangsad have been
advised {o dppear belore the
ALPB tomerrow afterngon for

See Page 12 Col 3

Govt to take steps
about hospital
timing: PM tells
BMA team

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said, considering pa-
tients' suffering the government
would take steps about the tim-
ing of government hospitals
that chanfed with the two-day
official holiday, reports UNB.

"The government is thinkin
about hospital timing in view o
the sufferings of the ailing peo-
ple,” she told the newly-elected
BMA leaders at her office in the
afternoon.

New BMA President Dr
Rashid-e-Mahbub said the pa-
tients were suffering for the new
timing in hospitals mostly un-
derstaffed.

The Prime Minister said ev-
ery step of the government is
targeted to people's wellbeing
and informed them that the
Health Ministry had already
placed a proposal about the tim-
ing of hospital.

She said the government in-
troduced two-day weekend con-
sidering the interest of the

1 ple. ve make the serviceindr -

more active and seryice-ori-
ented. '

Relatives wailing over the body of ue of the four persons
killed in a road accident at Tongi yesterday. — Star photo

Road accident kills three BNP,
J o Dl leade 0

f Tongi

By Staff Correspondent

Four persons, including
three leaders of Tongi thana
units of BNP and Jubo Dal, were
killed in a road accident on the
Dhaka-Mymensingh road at
Joydevpur, yesterday. Another
person was injured.

The deceased were identified
as Rana Ahmed. 30, Abdul
Awal, 55, Md Mofizuddin, 34,
BNP and Jubo Dal leaders and
microbus driver, Jahangir
Alam, 30, according to police
and sources at the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

Police said the accident oc-
curred when a Joydevpur bound
microbus from Tongi collided
with a Dhaka bound passenger-
bus from Gazipur in Golaiar-
char area at about 12:45 pm.

The injured identified as Md
Shafiuddin, 35, a BNP activist,
was under treatment at a clinic
in Tongi. police said adding the
victims were the residents of
the Tongi Bazaar area.

Rana Ahmed, general secre-
tary of Tongi unit of BNP, died
on the spot. His body was sent to
Gazipur Sadar Hospital for au-
topsy.

Of the three other deceased,
Abdul Awal, former president
of Tongi unit of BNP, succumbed
to his injuries on the way to the
DMCH.

The commissioner of ward
No three of Tongi and thana
Jubo Dal president, Md
Mofizuddin and the microbus
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he BNP brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting reduction of the size of

security force for party Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia, attack on her brother Syeed
Iskandar and bid to raid the office of her son Tarek Rahman.

Previous security
for Khaleda

demanded

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan MP has
demanded immediate rein-
statement of the previous secu-
rity arrangement for party
chief and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Jatiya Sangsad Be-
gum Khaleda Zia.

Otherwise, he warned, the
government would be held re-
sponsible for anything follow-
ing "withdrawal of her security
forces.”

Begum Zia's official security,
provided by the caretaker gov-
ernment during the last general
elections, was downsized on
Wednesday.

Addressing a largely-at-

See Page 12 Col 1

Alleged woman
child hifter

beaten to death

By Staff Correspondent
A group of people beat an

Sumiddentified  woman to dedth

suspecting her to be a child
lifter at Shahidnagar in the old
part of the city yesterday.

Lalbagh thana police found
the victim aged about 30, lying
in an unconscious state beside a
road at 11 am.

Police said they rushed the
injured woman to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH]) where she breathed her
last at about 1:30 pm.

The local people told police
that the woman was roaming
around the area since morning .
At about 10:30 am some people,
caught the woman suspecting
her to be a child lifter and
started beating her.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident till
last night. A case was lodged
with Lalbagh thana. The body
was sent to the DMCH morgue
for autopsy.

19 girls suffered
acid burn
injuries in May
By Staff Correspondent

A total of 19 young girls re-
ceived acid burn injuries during
the month of May this year.

Of them, one was 12 years
old fourteen were between 13
and 20 and the rest above the
aﬁe %:'uup of 20, a press release
of the Ain-O-Salish Kendra
(ASK] said.

According to an ASK survey
report, in most of the cases the
girls became the victims of acid
throwing because of their re-
jection of overfares,

The report was prepared on
the basis of news items pub-
lished in nine national dailies.

The ASK also conducted a
similar survey from January to
April during which as many as
36 pgirls received acid burn in-

juries, Fifteen of the victims
were in the age group of 11 to 20.

— Star photo

Security withdrawal:
BNP complains
to President

Opposition BNP yesterday
complained to the President
about a surprise withdrawal of
security cl:)ﬁrsnnnel provided for
the Leader of the Opposition
and attack on her family mem-
bers by armed men, reports
UNB.

A l4-member delegation of
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party led by Leader of the Oppo-
sition Begum Khaleda Zia
called on President Justice

"Only 10 addl

policemen
withdrawn’

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
yesterday said that ﬂnlfr 10 ad-
ditional policemen deployed for
security of Leader of the Oppo-
sition Begum Khaleda Zia were
withdrawn, reports UNB.

The DMP in a clarification
said the then ecaretaker gov-
ernment considering law-and-
other situation before the elec-

See Page 12 Col 8

Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban last night and
apprised him of the situation.

"A large number of workers
of the party are being harassed
and arrested on political
ground ...they are feeling inse-
cure following such actions,” a
release from the Bangabhaban
quoted the delegation to have
told the President.

They also complained that
BNP MPs and leaders are not al-
lowed to visit the residence of
their leader.

Members of the delegation
informed the President that the
BNP MPs are not given propor-
tionate representation in the
parliamentary committees and
most of the committees are yet
to be formed, although nearly a
year, has passed.

President Shahabuddin gave
them a patient hearing and said
that he would take up the mat-
ters with the Prime Minister.

"Parliamentary democracy

- can work only on mutual trust,

cooperation and tolerance be-
See Page 12 Col 2

Unite to build green

Bangladesh: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has urged all irrespec-
tive of political ideology and be-
lief to work together for protec-
tion of the environment.

"I believe political differ-
ences can't create any barrier
on the issue ... Let each of us

lant at least two saplings, one
1erbal and another fruit-bear-
ing”, the PM told a function in
the city yesterday in obser-
vance of the World Environ-
ment Day and the 25th an-
niversary of United Nations
Environment Programine,

Sheikh Hasina further said
plantation of trees could play a
very vital role in maintaining
ecological balance and pollu-
tion-Iree environment and
called upon all to plant trees
and nurture them.

"We can build up a green
Bangladesh with the concerted
efforts of all", she noted at the
function held at the Institution
of Engineers.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment Dr%anised the programme
that included an Environment
Fair at the Institution premises
in the morning. The PM also
opened the fair and visited the
stalls there.

Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Choud
hury. Secretary of the ministry
Ahbab Ahmad. UN Coordinator
inn Dhaka David Lockwood and
the DG of the Department of
Environment Saiyad Moshar-
raf Hossain also spoke on the

occaslon.

Speaking of her governmen-
t's steps to address the envi-
ronmental problems, the Prime
Minister said it had issued in-
structions to plant green hedges
instead of brick-built bound
walls around the educationa
institutions. Besides, she
pointed out, a national envi-
ronment committee was
formed, the activities of the
national environment man-
agement action plan were
Fearﬂd up and rules were being
rammed under the Environment
Protection Act. Environment
standards were also being en-
sured to materialise the already
adopted environment policy
and the provisions of environ-
ment act, she added.

“l strongly feel government
efforts alone are not enough to

See Page 12 Col 4
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HC verdict on

removal of two

SEC members
stayed

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
stayed for six weeks the opera-
tion of the High Court judge-
ment declaring the removal of
two members of the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC]) as illegal, reports BSS.

On May 29 last, a division
bench of the High Court pro-
nounced a judgement declaring
that the removal order of two
permanent members of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion was void and without any
lawful authority.

After receiving the judge-
ment the Attorney General filed
a leave petition for appeal in
the chamber of Justice
{A[i‘;_lpellate Division) Latifur
Rahman who stayed the opera-
tion of the judgement and fixed
yesterday for hearing the peti-

See Page 12 Col 8

Attack on DGFI
men. 2 arrested

placed on remand

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons arrested on
charges of assaulting DGF1 and
police personnel at Kawran
Bazar in the city Wednesday
were placed on two-day police
remarnd yesterday.

Tejgaon police said that they
produced the two — identified as
Ahmed Imdadul Anwar and
Zulfiker Ali — before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court in the afternoon. The
court granted the remand for
further interrogation.

However, Maj (retd) Sayeed

See Page 12 Col 8

HC stays election
tribunal’s
judgment
on Sayeedi

The High Court yesterday
stayed the judgment of the Piro-
jJ:ur district election tribunal

eclaring the election of Ja-
maat MP Moulana Delwar Hos-
sain Sayeedi "illegal and void,"
reports UNB.

eghtfl ﬁh::j&mz tribunal -delivw—
er € ju ent upon a peti-
tion ﬁ[eij:l gﬁﬁwarﬂ? Lf:'feuc
leader Sudangshu Shekhar
Halder who lost to Sayeedi in
the 1996 parliamentary polls.

A High Court division bench
comprising Justice Kazi Safi-
uddin and Justice Gour Gopal
Shaha admitted an appeal chal-
lenging the judgment after

See Page 12 Col 2

Tele links in
Ctg disrupted

for 11 hours

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 5: Tele-
communication was disrupted
in most areas of the port city for
about 11 hours till 11 am today
as the Central Digital Exchange
at Nandankanon tripped last
night, T&T sources said.

Twenty thousand telephones
under this exchange were af-
fected.

The telecommunication was
restored at 11 am after repair
work.

The General Manager of
T&T, Chittagong, when con-
tacted, said the exchange had
tripped due to high voltage of
electricity.

Consensus needed, minister tells seminar

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday stressed the need for

immediate privatisation of the
Bangladesh Machine Tools
Factory at Gazipur and Chit-
tagong Steel ills at Chit-

They said that as those two
units had been incurring losses
over the years and there was no
alternative to privatising them

If the buyers do not show in-
terest to buy the units fearing
huge Habilities. the government
should go for joint venture with
private companies, they noted.

They also expressed their
views in favour of formation of
a task force to make proper rec-
ommendations for taking ac-

units.

Commerce and [Industries

tions about the future of the two

By Staff Correspondent

Minister Tofael Ahmed, former
industries minister Zahiruddin
Khan, Prof Mozzafer Ahmad,
Dr Debapriya Bhattachariya,
Kazi Fazlur Rahman, former
director of East Pakistan Indus-
trial Development Corporation
(EPIDC), Sharif Afzal Hossain,

resident ol Bangladesh Cham-

r of Industry (BCI), and a
number of former government
officials who were involved in
the implementation of the two
projects participated in the dis-
cussion held at the CIRDAP au-
ditorium.

Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) arranged the seminar to
seek opinions on two indepen-
dent studies on those projects
conducted by Prof Nazrul Islam
and AF Mujtahid under the
auspices of the CPD

'Privatise BMTF, Chittagong
Steel Mills without delay’

Tofael Ahmed said that the
government was very much in-
terested to privatise all loss-
making State-Owned-Enter-
prises (SOE's) but to implement
the decision there should be a
consensus among the major po-
litical parties.

He said that the issue would
be placed before the parliament
for debate and seeking sugges-
tinnsdﬂn could be done in this
regard.

The minister termed the
previous government's deci-
sions regarding closure of
BMTF as timely and said that if
it was not shut down at that
time the factory would have in-
curred further losses.

Explaining the reason be-
hind the previous government's

See Page 12 Col B

US co to drill gas well 1n
Moulvibazar June 12

From Md Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, June 5: US oil and
gas exploration company Occi-
dental is expected to begin the
drilling of its first gas well in
Sylhet region from June 12,
said an official of the company.

The officials and workers
are now engaged in the final
preparatory work of the 'Moul-
vibazar Well-1' project located
at the remote Fulbari Tea Estate
area in Komolganj thana of
Moulvibazar district.

The well is located at about
8.45 kilometres from the thana
headquarters of Srimangal.
The approximate gas reserve in
the well would be about one
trillion CFT, company officials
estimated.

Drilling ol the well would
continue for about two to three
months, the official said,
adding that drilling of the sec-
ond well named 'Luckatoorah
Well-1 in the region will begin
after the completion of the first
one The well is located in the

Luckatoorah Tea Estate, about 3
kilometres off Sylhet town.

The third well is expected to
be drilllnﬁ at a nearby place of
the second well. It is located at a
place between the Luckatoorah
and Malnichhera Tea Estate in
the outskirts of Sylhet towmn.
The reserve here is also esti-
mated to be about one trillion
3% o 20

The fourth well would be
drilled at a remote village
named Dighalback in the Nabi-

anj thana of Habiganj district.
Ft is about 12 kilometers off the
Sherpur bazar on the Dhaka-
Sylhet highway. The officials
are expecting a very good re-
serve in this 'Dighalbak well’,
according to the preliminary

SUTVEeY.
Nigel Hopkins, President
and General Manager, Occiden-

tal of Bangladesh Ltd, visited
the Moulvibazar well Monday
last
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