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Message
| am happy to know that World Environment
Day is going to be observed in Bangladesh
alongwith other nations of the world. The
theme for the day of this year “For life on
earth” chosen by UNEP, is quite timely as it
highlights the need for a global partnership
for protecting lives on earth.

Today, the whole world is besel with grave
environmental problems resulling in

geological -imbalanct caused by, greenhodse

I eflect, clinlate:-change, global warming, sea
level rise, ozone depletion, desertification
etc. in this context, the whole world should
join hands to protect the earth and ils lives
by reflecting the ethos of sustainable de-
velopment. The Government of Bangladesh
has already undertaken a number of steps Lo
combat environmental degradation. | believe
that the observance of the 25th founding
anniversary of UNEP and the World
Environment Day in Bangladesh would crealte
environment awareness among Lhe people.

| wish the World Environment Day pro-
grammes every success.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
President
People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Special Supplement

Environment Conservatio

The Role of DOE

Saiyid Musharraf Husain

n in Bangladesh:

Director General, Department of Environment and Additional Secrelary,

Initiative for protection
of environment in
Bangladesh dales back
lo as early as 1972 when
the United Nations
Conference on Human
Environment at Stock-
holm expressed grave
concern on the conli-
nued environmental
deterioration around
the globe and. simulla-
neously, resolved to
undertake eflfective
steps, both at govern-
ment and non-govern-
mental levels, towards
prevention and allevi-
ation of such pheno-
mena. The years,
thenceforth, had seen

events taking place in

succession as depicted
hereunder.
As a follow-up action of

the Stockholm Con-
ference, the government
of Bangladesh had

taken up, under the
aegis of Lhe Department
ol Public Health--Eagi-.

neering'and with' ‘a

manpower of 27, a
project primarily
aiming al control of
Waler pollution through
promulgating Waler
Pollution Control Ordi-
nance in 1973.

In 1977, Environment
Pollution Control Board
with 16 members
headed by a Member ol
the Planning Commi-
ssion and Environment
Pollution Control Cell
headed by a Direclor
with a manpower of 26
were det up. This was
followed by undertaking
Environment polliution
Control Project (1977),
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ment Pollution Control
(1985) and, finally, the
restructured and reno-
menclatured Depart-
ment of Environment
(1989).

The present government
has idenlified environ-
ment pollution as one ol
the burning issues
confronting the natlion
and is commilted to
consolidate and inten-
sify the eflorts Llowards
conlaining the situation
jointly by the Ministry
of Environmeni and
Forest and the DOE.
Involvement and parti-
cipation of the general
masses ol the people
have been recognized as
an integral part of the
process. Aims and
objectives of various
programmes concerning
environment are 1o
facilitale and enhance
the process of environ-
ment-friendly sus-
tainable development.
Department ol Environ-
menli endeavours |o
fulfill the respon-
sibiliLlies assigned (o il

keeping in view Lhe
above aims and
objectives.

As Lhe name implies,
the scope of aclivities of

the Department of
Environment
transcends inlo every

seclior of the socio-
economic sysiem and
spreads Lthroughout the

Govt. of The People's Republic of Bangladesh

length and breadth of
the country. Lo admi-
nister the process, there
are, at present, four
regional olfices situated
in four administrative

Division, namely, those

of Dhaka, Chitlagong,
Khulna and Rajshahi
with the headquarters

situated at Dhaka. The

currenl manpower ol
DOE is 173.

headquarters and (wo
Direclors, one at
Chittagong Divisional
Olffice and Lhe other al
Khulna Divisional
Office and two Depuly
Directors at Dhaka and
Rajshahi Divisional
Offices. The Rajshahi
Divisional Office is
situated at Bogra.
Besides the above, there
are eight Depuly Direc-

The Department of
Environment is headed
by the Director General
supported by Director
(Technical) and Direclor
(Administration) at Lhe

tors, one Programme
Coordinalor, Len Assis-
tant Directors, one

Accountls Ollicer, seven
Research Ollicers, three
Analysts,

one Libra-
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rian, one Inspeclor, One
Senior Technician and
one Draltsman al the
headquartiers and, at the
regional offices, two
Depuly Directors (one al
Chittagong and Lhe
other al Khulna), ten
Assisltant Direclors, one
Assistanl Biochemist al
{at Dhaka) and flour
Senior Technicians.

~ Given the mandate as

embodied in Lhe
Environment Policy,
1992 and Imple-
mentation Programme
and the Environmental
Conservalion Act, 1995,
the principal activities
ol DOE as under:
MONITORING ACTI-
VITIES

- Analysis ol surlace
water quality

- Analysis of ground-
waler uality

- Surveillance ol drin-
king water

-"Apalysis’ of water at

the specitied -, .o

moni-toring slalions

for the Global Environ-
mental

Monitoring Syslem
(GEMS)
- Analysis ol waler

quality on request from
persons/ organizations
- Analysis of ambient
air quality

- Analysis ol industrial
waslLes

SURVEY AND INSPEC-
TION OF INDUSTRIES

- ldentlilying polluting

industries and encou-
raging them Lo take

necessary measures in
pollution minimi-
zation/ control through
motivational and ins-
tructional practices
ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE

- Issuing environment
clearance to new indus-
tries/development pro-
jects through inspection
of their sites as well as
examinalion and asses-
sment of their impacts
on Lthe environment.
AUTOMOBILE
POLLUTION SURVEY

- Undertaking aulo-
mobile pollution survey
on a regular basis

REVIEW OF EIA
REPORTS
Providing commenls

based on review of EIA
reporis of various
induslries/projects

SURVEY OF POLLUTION
CAUSED BY
FERTILIZERS AND

I-\Bh(e'ljl'*‘l(rljl&%lrﬂbpfsli{‘idf
residues as well as
quantities ol heavy
metals present in the
surface waler, such as
walerbodies, weltllands,

rivers, streams, elc., ol

the country.
CLEARANCE FOR SHIP-
BREAKING
INVESTICGATION AND
DISPOSAL OF VARIOUS
COMPLAINTS
PUBLICITY,
PUBLICATIONS AND
CREATION OF AWARE-
NESS

- Publicizing various
environment-related
slogans in (he mass
media

I am happy to learn that the World Environment
Day and the 25th founding anniversary of the
United Nations Environment programme (UNEP)
is being observed in the country as else where in
the world. The World Environment day marks the
opening of the UN Conlference on the Human
Environment in_.Stockhalm in, 1972. As the day
comdides’ with WNEP's founding anniversary the
day Has got'a néw dimension.” " | it
This year's theme for World Environment Day,
prescribed by UNEP, “For Life on Earth” Is quite
timely and denotes clearly that the people of the
world today share a common problem. The very
existence of human being is threatened due to its
unforeseeing development activilies on earth. But,
al the same lime, awareness aboul environmental
protection has also been increased in Lhe country
in keeping with the global community.

Bangladesh is commilted to protection ol
environment globally, regionally and locally. It
has signed the Montreal Protocol, the Basel
Convention, Framework Convention on Climate
Change. the Convention on Biological Diversily
and the Convention on Combating Desertiflication.

The government is making allout elforts Lo develop
environment, | call upon my countrymen
irrespective party affliliation Lo take part in
environmental proteclion activities. Let us hope
that the day's pledge be rellected among all.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu

May Bangladesh Live forever

Sheikh Hasina

Prime Minisler
Government ol the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Some important slo-
gans related Lo environ-
menl conservation:

- Making slatements on
various environment
related topics, distri-
bution ol posters
bearing slogans on
environmenl conser-
valion,

- Providing library
facilities on environ-
menit

- Observance of the
World Environment
Day, The World
Deserltiflication day and
the International Ozone
Day.

- Making documentaries
and telops on
environment and their
publicily
ORGANIZING LOCAL
SEMINARS.
CONFERENCES, WORK-
SHOPS, TRAINING
PROGRAMMES ON
VARIOUS ENVIRON-
MENTAL ISSUES
INTERNATIONAL AND
REGIONAL PRO-
GRAMMES

- Maintlaining regular

contact and coordi-
nation wilh various
international and

regional forum related
to environment

- Undertaking follow-up
actions of the Earth
Summit, 1992.

- Providing environ-
mental data and
information to Lhe
United Nations Com-
mission on Sustainable
Development (UNCSD)

-  Providing dala,
information, reports (o0
the secretariats ol
United Nations Frame-

work Convenlion on
Climate Change
(UNFCCC), Montreal

protocol on subslances
that Deplete the Ozone
Layer, Basel Convention
on Control ol Trans-
houndary Movement of
Toxic and Hazardous
Substances and Their
Disposal, United Na-
tions Convention on
Combaling

Desertification, United
Nations Convention on
Biological, Diversily
elc.

- Undertaking pro-
grammes under various
international con-
venlions.



