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ROK to send food aid to DPRK:

South Korea Red Cross said Monday it will send 11.200 tons t;_:f
corn and powdered corn to hunger-stricken North Korea this
month, AP reports from Seoul. .

The 7.000 tons of corm and 4,200 tons of powdered corn are
the first part of 50,000 tons of relief aid the South Korean Red
rovide to the North by the end of July under an

eerment reached last week in Beijing. On Monday
rea told the North Korean Red Cross that it will ship the first
batch by Chinese train between June 12 and 19.

Suharto to visit Turkey: rresident

Suharto will leave June 13 for Istanbul, Turkey, to attend a
meeting of eight predominantly Muslim nations, a senior
official said Tuesday. AP reports from Jakarta.

The first summit of these countries, opening June 15, was
suggested by Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan when
he met Suharto during a visit here last year. Murdiono, minis-
ter at the State Secretariat, said the meeting is expected to be
held annually, but the heads of government have yet to decide

Blast claims 2 in Albania: aticas

ople were injured in a powerful ex?lusion at a bus station
in the centre of the Albanian capita
witnesses said, Reuters from Tirana.

The blast occurred just minutes before a 9 pm (1900 GMT)
curfew began, witnesses said, and came hours after a bomb in a
crowded cafe injured at least 20 people.

. South Ko-

7 of a family sentenced in India:

Seven persons of a family were sentenced to life imprisonment
Monday in connection with a dowry death case, PTI reports

The order was passed by the third additional sessions judge,
Muzaffarpur, Paras Natyh. Those awarded life imprisonment
included the husband, parents-in-law, brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law of the deceased, Rinki Kumar (18) who died on July
15, 1994, at Goraiyan village under Khudani police station in

Tudjman visits Serb-held area:

President Franjo Tudjman. visited the last strip
land in Croatia on Monday, and promised nervous Serbs there
would be no revenge when his government reassumes control,
ports {from Beli Monastir. _
Tudjman was booed and jeered by several hundred Serbs who
athered in this town at the far northeast corner of Croatia. It
Eas been in Serb hands since the 1991 war that broke out when
Croatia declared independence from the Yugoslav federation.
Tudijman has been under heavy pressure from the United States
andj other Western countries for not allowing Serb refugees to
return to their homes in parts of Croatia, and on Monday he

of Serb-held

Tirana on Monday,

Taliban sending troops to western front

Afghan opposition forms new
alliance for talks

KABUL., June 3: The Taliban
religious army was sending
fresh troops to its {ront lines in
western Afghanistan while on
Tuesday its enemies announced
the formation of a new, larger
alliance, reports AP.

The National Islamic Front
for the Deliverance ol
Afghanistan will include for-
mer military chief Ahmed
Shah Massood, Uzbek leader
Malik Pahlawan. Shi'ite Mus-
lims belonging to Hezb-e-Wa-
hadat, former primme- minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Isig#il
Muslims and a small rayalist
party. ied' by Pir Ahmed
Gailani,

“If the Taliban wanls to ne-
gotiate they will have to nego-
tiate with the Islamic Front,”
said Humauun Powzie, a
spokesman for Pahlawan.

The Islamic Front replaces
the earlier anti-Taliban al-
liance, that did not include ei-
ther Hekmatyar or Gailani.

Just last week the Taliban

religious army had control of
roughly 90 per cent of the coun-
ry.

" But its Uzbek allies, led by
Malik Pahlawan's pulled out of
the alliance when the Taliban
tried to disarm Pahlawan's men
and tried to force residents of
northern Afghanistan to follow
the strict brand of Islam they
espouse.

There also are significant
ethnic differences between the
Taliban and residents of the
north.

* fThe Tdliban belong to Pak-
istan's largest Pashtun ethnigc i} .
sgroup. whigh live mostly in the

southern two-thirds of the
country.

While in northern
Afghanistan, most people be-
long o the many smaller ethnic
groups, like Uzbeks, Tajiks,
Turkmen and Shi'ite Muslims.

Inn the past two days the Tal-
iban has offered to open nego-
tiations, but only with
Pahlawan.

International

Bl El_: BY | Ruling party retains majority

in Canadian parliament

OTTAWA, June 3: The gov-
erning Liberal Party suffered
some embarrassing election
setbacks, including losses by
two Cabinet ministers, while
heading toward a reduced ma-
jority in a Parliament more di-
vided than ever by regional in-
terests, reports AP.

For the first time, a party
playing on anti-Quebec senti-
ment — the western-based Re-
form Party — seemed almost
certain to emerge as the main
opposition force in the House of
Commons after Monday's bal-
loting.

The centrist Liberals, who
five weeks ago, were cocky
enough to call the election 18
months early, held 174 seats in
the Uut_mnF Parliament. They
seemed likely to end up with a
net loss, while probably win-
ning more than the 151 needed
to formm a majority government
under Prime Minister Jean
Chretien.

Early returns from the four

" Maritime provinces were devas-

tating for the Liberals. They
had held 31 of the 32 seats
there, but lost two-thirds of
them, including the Nova Sco-
tia seat of Health Minister
David Dingwall and the New
Brunswick seat of Defense
Minister Doug Young.

But the Liberals rebounded,
as expected, in populous On-
tario, heading toward a near-
sweep of the 103 seats. And they
were doing well in Quebec,
adding perhaps a half-dozen
seats to the 19 they held before.

The separatists Bloc Quebe-
cois was leading in more than
half of the 75 Quebec districts.
Chretien was locked in a tight
race with the Bloc Quebecois
candidate in his district.

But the Liberals' claim to be

the only truly national party in
Canada was in jeopardy. They
were in danger of winning only
a few seats in the far west,
leaving Ontario as their only
major stronghold.

About 20 million Canadians
were eligible to cast ballots at
53,000 polling stations spread
across the world's second-
largest country in terms of ge-
ography. In all, 1,672 candi-

dates were running.

Reform, which ran its first
national, campaign in 1993,
tried to expand its support with
suggestions that Chretien and
other mainstream leaders have

spent too much energy trying to
dlé?us: separatist sentiment in

Quebec.

Reform’'s leader, Preston
Manning, was denounced as an

s
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Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien reacts to his
governing Liberal Party re-election victory Monday in
Shawinigan, Canada. Chretien was elected with a vastly
reduced majority, according to a Canadian television

network.

— AFP/UNB photo

anti-Quebec bigot by several of
his rivals. including Jean
Charest, whose Progressive
Conservative Party was bat-
tling with Reform ¥ur right-of-
center votes.

The Progressive Conserva-
tives, reduced to just two seats
in the 1993 election, fared well
in the Maritimes, winn at
least 13 seats. The other big
winner there was Lhe Ieft-winﬁ
New Democratic Party, whic
won at least seven seats.

The NDP was the only party
to hit hard on the need to curb a
9.6 cent jobless rate.

hretien, 63, was seeking to
become the first Liberal prime
minister since 1953 to win con-
secutive majorities. He led the
Liberals to a landslide win in
1993 as voters fed up with Brian
Mulroney reduced the Progres-
sive Conservatives from a par-
liamentary majority to only
two seats.

When Chretien called this
election April 27, opinion polis
indicated the Liberals would
add to the 174 seats they held in
the outgoing Parliament.

But the Liberals ran a lack-
luster campaign, and the final
polls last week indicated they
woulld likely lose some seats.

The Liberals’ main first-
term accomplishment was to
slash a record dirs 31 billion
deficit by more than two-thirds.
But they were unable to bring
down the jobless rate and they
failed to prevent increasing po-
L:gzatlun on the status of Que-

The Bloc Quebecois, fielding
candidates only in Quebec, en-
tered the election holding 50 of
the French-speaking province's
75 seats. Reform also held 50
seats, all but one of them in the
west.
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49 civilians killed in bombardment

FREETOWN. June 3: A fresh
truce halted fighting in Sefrra
Leone's capital after Nigerian
gunboats bombarded the city as
part of efforts to restore its
civilian president, who was
ousted on May 25 in the west
Alrican country's third coup in

five };:mrl reports Reuter.
e international commit-

tee of the Red Cross brokered
the ceasefire to allow an evacu-
ation of more than 600 civil-

ians trapped by fighting around
a Nigerian-protected hotel on
Monday.

The United States, which
has airlifted out around 1,300
Americans and foreign nation-
als, considered plans to evacu-
ate another 200 or more who
were still there but refrained
from comment on Nigeria's at-
tack.

"We are interested in dimin-
ishing the violence and seeing if
this fragile ceasefire that

‘ve been working on can't be
fully implemented,” White
House spokesman Mike Mc-

Curry said.
In Zimbabwe's capital
Harare, Organisation of

African Unity summit host
Robert Mugabe called for
restoration of democracy in
Sierra Leone. He and fellow
African leaders denounced the
coup.

It said the new military
council had been unable to
contact Nigerian authorities in
Freetown to discuss the inter-
vention,

A first ceasefire agreed after
lengthy negotiations between
the Cross and the rebels col-
lapsed just as an evacuation

was being put together. A second
deal took (Ell'ﬂ: hours to broker.

Truce halts fighting
in Sierra Leone

Nigerian ships in the bay
wesl of Freetown began a bom-
bardment at daybreak on Mon-
day the after talks be-
tween Nigerian and British
diplomats and the coup leaders
at the seafront military head-
quarters fell apart.

AFP adds, at least 49 ;
mainly civilians, were in
the Sierra Leonean capital
Monday as a resultof a N

gav:l bnmbn;dm:nt and
ashes pitting Nigerian troops
against Sierra Leonean soldiers

and rebels. hospital sources
said

US regrets
ASEAN move to

admit Myanmar

WASHINGTON, June 3: The
State Department re-
gret Monday over the decision
of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations to admit Myan-
mar's military regime as a
member, AP.

Spokesman John Dinger
said the United States hopes
ASEAN will urge Myanmar au-
thorities to address rights
abuses and to enter into a dia-
logue with the country's demo-
cratic forces.

In deciding to admit Myan-
mar, ASEAN foreign ministers
‘acknowledged there were con-
cerns about Myanmar’'s human
rights record. But they said they
would have more influence over
Myanmar leaders if Myanmar
is allowed to join.

The ministers also agreed at
their meeting Saturday in
Malaysia to admit Cambodia
and Laos. The three will be for-
mally admitted in July.

Amnesty Int’l
accuses Kabila

of HR abuses

LONDON, June 3: African
leaders should demand an in-
vestigation into reports that
troops loyal to Congo's new
ruler President Laurent Kabila
massacred 123 unarmed civil-
ians, Amnesty International
said Monday, reports AP.

The London-based human
rights group said African na-
tions should press for the in-
quiry at a meeting of the Organ-
isation of African Unity cur-
rently taking place in Harare,
capital of Zimbabwe.

Kabila took control of the
mineral rich Democratic Re-

public,of the Congo — formerly,.

Zaire — last month after Presi-
dent Mobutu Sese Seko fled.

“We are appealing to African
leaders to show at the OAU
summit that the safety and
physical integrity of human be-
ings in ex-Zaire are more im-
portant than the country's min-
eral wealth," Amnesty said

Amnesty said Kabila should
not be allowed to hide his own

human rights abuses

Three days ahead of polls

Algeria puts its citizens on
alert against bomb attack

ALGIERS, June 3 : Algeria
put its citizens on alert Monday
after a third bomb attack in two
days in Algiers killed seven

eople, injured 37 and sowed
ear three days before hotly-
contested legislative elections,
reports AFP,

Islamic radicals were
blamed for all three bombings
since Sunday. including the one
Monday morning at a busy
market that sparked confusion
and ¢ in the Casbah, the old
quartet' of Algiers, 't o

J The casualty toll was issued
by the authorities, but it risked
going higher as many of the in-
jured were in grave condition.

On Sunday, a total of 10
people died — according to press
reports — when bombs went off
in two buses in the capital,
where major political parties
Monday wound up the official
campaign period with big ral-
lies.

The interlor ministry called
upon Algerians to "step up vigi-
lance” and to alert the police to
any suspicious vehicles or
packages.

Many people kept off streets
and buses as false rumours of
new bombings swirled around
the cil?'. In some areas, gun-tot-
ing police in black face masks —
known as "Ninjas" — were de-

ployed.

Motorists were made to stop

at eheckpoints and-open the car*

trunks.

"We are scared of bombs." a
goli-::e officer said at one such

arricade.

It remained to be seen
whether the climate of fear
might keep voters away on
Thursday, when Algeria elects a
380-seat National People's As-
sembly for the first time since

an Islamic insurgency flared in
1992,

Tung blames UK
for breakdown

with China over
Hong Kong

HONG KONG, June 3 : Future
leader Tung Chee-hwa says
Britain is to blame for its
breakdown with China over
Hong Kong, saying it should
never have changed the colony's
election system without China's
consent, reports AP.

But overall, Hong Kong has
much to thank Britain for, he
told the BBC.

In a World Service radio and
TV interview broadcast in Hong
Kong Tuesday, 28 days before
the change of sovereignty, Tung
sajd; Britan changed course in
the last five years of colonial
rule, "andéi1 think it was wrong
to do so.”

"To go- ahead without the
consent of the future sovereign
— it shouldn't have happened,”
he said.

Tung was referring to elec-
toral reforms introduced Eg
Gov. Chris Patten that widen
the franchise in defiance of
Beijing's wishes,

Israel's opposition party
votes to choose new leader

JERUSALEM, June 3: Israel's
main opposition Labour Party,
hungry to unseat Benjamin
Netanyahu's right-wing
government, votes today to
choose a new leader with ex-
army chief Ehud Barak tipped
to succeed Shimon Peres at the
helm. reports Reuter.

The leadership vote marks a
milestone for Labour, a passing
of the political torch from for-
mer prime minister Peres, 73,
and his slain predecessor
Yitzhak, Rabin., whose rival
camps ruled the often con-
tentious party for nearly a
quarter-century,

The heavily favoured Barak,.....,

55, has cast himself ag heir to
Rabin's warrior-turnéd-peace-
maker mantle.

"l see myself as his follower
and the one to continue his
legacy,” Barak told a news con-
ference on Mundafy.

The winner of the Tuesday
contiest is ted to face Ne-
tanyahu in national elections
slated for the year 2000.

Echoing Rabin, who spear-

" headed Arab-Israeli talks until

a ultra-nationalist Jew gunned
him down after a 1995 peace
rally, Barak said Labour was
"committed to take calculated
risks in the Middle East in or-
der to achieve peace.”

The voting closes at 1900
GMT and exit polls are expected
to predict the winner soon af-
terwards. Only Labour Party
members can vote.

inion polls have shown
Barak Neck and Neck with Ne-
tanyahu, 7, whose first year in
office has been buffeted by
peacemaking crises and shad-
owed by corruption allegations.
. AP adds: Palestinians in &
disputed part of Jerusalem have
built mare than 1,000 homes or
additions without permits in
the last six months at the direc-
tion of the Palestinian Author-
ity. an Israeli newspaper said
Monday.

Mayor Ehud Olmert called
the ill};gal building "a cancer
that directly threatens Israel's
sovereignty in Jerusalem," and
said it could not be ignored.
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A resident Df

his remote village of

.I _.-.'-
e

e i, T R .
edungdung in East Java on Monday tells about the

attack on this government office and car last week, following the Muslim-based PPP

allegations of vote rigging by ruling Golkar party. Re-polling will be

conducted

Wednesday in some towns of East Java where ballots were burn down during the

riotings.

— AFP/UNB photo

"prosperit

Stay away from HK affairs,
China warns US, UK

HONG KONG, June 3: China
has warned Britain, the United
States and other foreign powers
to stay out of Hong Kong affairs
after July 1, Beljing-controlled

news reports said today, reports
AFP,

In an article on the return of
Hong Kong to Chinese rule on
July 1, the official Bauhinia
monthly magazine sounds an
alert over interference by other
countries in Hong Kong, the
semi-official China news ser-
vice said.

"Any interference by foreign
forces on Hong Kong affairs
could only destroy Hong Kong's
and stability and
will turn Hong Kong from an ‘e-
conormic city' into a "politridal
city,” the article warned.

"By becoming a political
arena, the investment and eco-
nomic benefits of foreigners,
including those from the United
States and Britain, in Huﬁ
Kong could naturally be af-
fected,” it said.

Bauhinia published bl}:[ the
Chinese government's Hong
Kong and Macau affairs office.

"Hong Kong affairs before
June 30 are a matter between
China and Britain, and after
July 1 are China's internal af-
fairs,” the magazine declared.

Hong Kong revert to Chinese
sovereignty after more than 150
years of British rule.

The article accused the
United States of interfering

"more and more” in Hong Kong
affairs noting an article US
consul General in Ho ng,

Richar Bouncher as admitting
that year senior members of the
US administration were inter-
ested in Hong Kong.

It also noted the "high level”
reception given to Martin Lee,
head of Hong Kong's largest po-
litical party, the Democratic
Party, on recent visits to
Washington. :

The US State Department
had applied "a double standard”
by saying the ban on foreign
donations tnedlnb;al-lln pnllé;]c:;l

oups su t 5
itufﬂ leader would aﬂ'l?:fg:t Hong
Kong democratic development,
the article said.

The lea

er of the Democratic Republic of

.

Congo,

La:lrentl}e;re Kabila (R),

greets

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat Monday at the Organisation of African Unity (OAU)
summit in Harare. It is Kabila's first meeting with African heads of state since he became

| the president of Congo, formerly Zai

re, after ousting president Mobutu Sese Seko.

— AFP/UNB photo

Islamic students from Pakistan being
recruited to fight for Taliban

ISLAMABAD, June 3: Is-
lamic seminarians studying in
Pakistan grabbed assault rifles
and rocket launchers and
headed west across the border to
Afghanistan to join their
brothers-in-arms, the Taliban,
reports AP.

As many as 600 young Is-
lamic students have been going
to Afghanistan every day for
the past two weeks, officials at
the Taliban recruitment office
in Pakistan said Monday.

Most of the soldiers in
Afghanistan's Taliban religious
militia, which swept into Kabul
last September and now rule
two-thirds of the country, are
[slamic seminarians turned
guerillas fighters.

"Our office registers the Tal-
ibs (Persian meaning student)
coming from different parts of
Pakistan and then makes ar-

ments for their journey to
istan and provides them
with meals,” said Mullah Abdul

Haq, head of the Taliban re-
cruitment office in the frontier
capital of Peshawar, about 190
kilometres (114 miles) north-
west of the federal capital.

Haq said only Afghan na-
tionals studying in Pakistan
are allowed 1o join the Taliban
militia.

These schools have students
from Afghanistan, central Asia
and several African nations.

However, the anti-Taliban
alliance claims to have cap-
tured dozens of Pakistanis
fighting on the side of the Tal-
iban. In recent days there also
have been several reports of
young Pakistani recruits fight-
ing on the front line north of
the Afghan capital.

The anti-Taliban alliance,
as well as several countries in
the region, has accused Pak-
istan of aiding the Taliban
army, which was born roughly
three years ago in the southern

Afghan city of Kandahar.

The Taliban moved quickly
to consolidate its power over-
throwing rival Islamic groups
that had been fithing each
other for several years. By
September of last year it was
the largest single force in the
country.

In territory under its con-
trol, the Taliban has imposed
strict Islamic rule that closes
schools for girls, forces women
out of the work force and men to
grow beards and pray in the
mosque., The Taliban also has
banned music, most games and
videos, all considered against
Islam.

Haq said several Islamic
schools in Pakistan's Baluchis-
tan and Northwest Frontier
Provinces have closed at the re-
quest of the Taliban. This he
said, was to allow the students

to fight.
One of the biggest religious
schools in the frontier

province, Darul Uloom Haqga-
nia, about 140 kilometres (84
miles) northwest of the federal
capital, is run by Pakistani
Senator Sami-ul-Haq.

The senator, who is a strong
proponent of the Taliban army
and a similar form of strident
Islamic rule in Pakistan, closed
his school.

"We have a big number of
Taliban and they are sum-
moned by their leadership for
Jehad (holy war) therefore we
closed the (school) on May 28."
said Mohammed Ibrahim, a
teacher at Haqgania school. It
will reopen June 13.

In Afghanistan the Taliban
army has been under heavy at-
tack in recent days on at least
three different fronts. The

biggest battle appeared to be
inglgng on in northern

ghanistan, where just last

week the Taliban was in con-
trol.
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Europe’s left wing leaders celebrate
Socialists’ victory in France

PARIS, June 3: Europe's left-
wing leaders on Monday cele-
brated the Socialists’' parlia-
ment election victory in
France, saying it is part of a Eu-
ropean trend toward preserving
the welfare state, reports AP.

Critics, however, saw the
election constituting a step
backward from conservative
President Jacques Chirac's ef-
forts at free-market reform and
budget-cutting to boost, the Erl
vate sector and qualify for Eu-
rope's single currency.

With Socialist leader Lionel
Jospin named prime minister
Monday, 13 of the 15 members
countries in the European
Union are governed by left-wing
parties or coalitions.

back to the

"Europe is g

roots of its great continental
tradition, where the welfare
state is reformed, not thrown
away,"” Italy's left-wing Prime

Minister Romano Prodi said.

A leftist French government

would be more understanding if

Italy failed to meet deficit-cut-
Lin%raquirements for the euro.
rodi's sentiment was
echoed by the Social Demo-
cratic Party in Germany, who
will be trying to defeat Chancel-
lor Helmut
in national elections next year.
"Major and Juppe had to go;
Kohl will follow,” said party
deputy-president Heidemarie
Wieczoek-Zeul, referring to the
recent defeat of conservative
Prime Minister John Major in
Britain and Prime Minister

Alain Juppe in France.

Greece's premier, Costas
Simitis, sent a congratulatory
telegram to Jospin saying the
victory "opens new ibilities
and prospects for all Euro

Socialists. The Socialist choice
of today is the choice of the Eu-
rope of tomorrow."

Britain's new Prime Minis-

hl's conservatives

Lionel Jospin

ter Tony Blair sent his con-

gratulations to Jospin, ap-
pointed French Prime Minister

of the left-wing government

majority Monday, a day after

his party's surprise election vic-
tory. Blair offered no public
comment on the Socialist vic-

tory.
rgpaniuh Socialist part

leader Felipe Gonzalez join
the throng of congratulations
from the left, saying "this
demonstrates a renewed push
for European socialism.”

Gonzalez lost the mirn-
istership after 14 years when
his party was voted out of office
last year.

is country's new conserva-

tive government underplayed
fears that the French Socialists
would derail attempts to intro-
duce the single Eu cur-

rency, the euro, by 1999.

French plans to meet the

Maastricht requirements for
“would not be affected

by the change in government,
said Finance Minister Rodrigo
Rato.




