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Of Hunger and Nutrition

A plan for raising the nutritional status of our
people by 329 kilocalories over the next three years
has been taken up by the government. The current
per head intake rate of 1950 kcal would be raised to
2279 kcal by the year 2000, if the programme
proves a success. The programme is an operational
part of the National Food and Nutrition Policy
which was adopted by the government on Sunday.

The importance of our government deciding on
an approach towards our problem number one,
food and nutrition, cannot be overstressed. It is in-
deed a three-phase task. Growing enough foodstuft,
seeing that society has universal access to enough
food and ensuring that every person's food intake
gives him or her optimum nutrition for a healthy
and able life. The government must address itself
to achieving headway in the first two in order to
make a meaning of the last. |

The plainest of the words pertinent to a nation's
corporeal well-being is hunger. For centuries and
even millennia, this our land and our people have
been bedevilled by hunger. Asoka the Great asked
the governor of Pundravardhana, now Mahasthan
in Bogra, to tuck away some part of the year's
grains output so as to tide over future famine con-
ditions. And in the consecutive three famines fol-
lowing each other closely soon after annexation of
Eastern India by the British East India Company
perhaps more than half of the then population of
Bengalees were killed. The worst such in one time,
the Great 1943 Famine, took a toll of five million
souls. This time food was there but gone out of the
reach of the masses. A hefty, shockingly big share
of our population go underfed or hungry for all of
their life even now,

There are, however, some serious afflictions vi-
tiating the health of even our posterity, which have
little to do with hunger. lodine deficient food for
one and vitamin-deficient foods for another. The
first contributing to goitre and affected brain de-
velopment and the second to blindness. A bellyful
meal can be and often is protein-deficient threat-
ening the nation's future with a snowballing num-
ber of morons. The nutrition policy and pro-
gramme can be a big boon in these areas.

The nutrition issue indeed should come in a
comprehensive package. We welcome this one ele-
ment out of the bag and would eagerly wait for the
other two — and equally ardently for even the bag
which would dovetail the elements for the greatest
good of the society.

R&H : Free for All

A powder keg-like situation is prevailing at the
R&H Directorate in the wake of former Chief Engi-
neer Mahtabuddin being replaced by Addl. Chief
Engineer Moinuddin Ahmed. We are aghast at the
temerity of the vested quarters to indulge in‘open -
disebedience of government orders to that effect.
Engineer Mahtabuddin despite his somewhat du-
bious distinction has very successfully garnered a
support base within a record time of four months
he had the contract with the government for serv-
ing as the R&H Chief Engineer to lay a claim for his
continuance in office. A strong-arm tactic unheard
of even by our standards of influence-peddling.

A decision at an ECNEC meet chaired by the PM
to initiate investigation into some allegations of
corruption against him got stalled purportedly be-
cause of intervention by some influential quarters.
Bhorer Kagoj reports that he once lost job on
charges of corruption, but got it back in 1977.
Again in 1985 he had to quit on corruption charges
but was reinstated in 1990 with an unfailing stroke
of luck.

So much of a tutelage he has apparently grown
around such a vast loyalist circle, with some influ-
ential quarters also reportedly trying to pressurise
the government into keep him we have here some
extraordinary syndrome to deal with. It is indeed
very difficult to lend credence to such a magical
convergence of factors, all for the sake of keeping
just one person in position which is pretty much a
straightforward administrative matter for a min-
istry to dispose of. We seek immediate clarifica-
tions on this subject from the ministry concerned.

Not a day should be lost in putting an end to the
explosive environment created at the R&H offices
by meetings and counter-meetings and processions
and counter-processions by the Degree and
Diploma Engineers and Workers-Employees Coor-
dination Council on the one hand, which sought
Mahtabuddin's removal and the Engineer Officers
and Workers-Employees Oikya Forum which want
him to stay. The forum has even threatened to ob-
struct river-crossing services. A professional di-
rectorate having to deal with a vital infrastructure

must not be allowed to be a den of bickerings by
vested interests.

A Partial Remedy

City hawkers earlier dislodged from pavements
and open spaces in some busy metropolitan en-
claves have got themselves a two-day vending lease
by virtue of weekly government holidays falling on
Friday and Saturday. Their beleaguered languish-
ment on the periphery of diminishing business
meaning a loss to their livelihood-making oppor-
tunities coupled with a markedly reduced catering
to the demands of low and middle-income groups,
seems to have been partially remedied. And only
fractionally — to build a little on the theme of
"humanitarian grounds" that weighed with the
DCC to allow the hawkers the two-day waiver on
pavements and into the nooks of open spaces. |

Admittedly, their going away from the footpaths
and open corners that invariably kept extending
into thoroughfares, helped streamline traffic in
many an area and give the city a cleaner look, too.
But the resultant imperative has been to relocate
them suitably so as to enable them to earn a living
without being bandied about ceaselessly.

We have three suggestions to make. First, there
ought to be an effort to get their names registered
with the DCC. No matter how long the list grows,
there must be a consolidated dossier on the hawk-
ers, vendors and squatters prepared with the help
of the local bazaar authorities. This could save
them from free-for-all toll collection. Secondly, we
need exclusive, earmarked business locations for
them. Last but not the least, mobile vending should
come extensively in vogue.

|
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HE government's bxﬂé&
I tary process is the single-
most important event at
the beginning of the financial
year determining the fate of the
economy for the next 12
months. It is not the calendar
year but one midyear to the
next. What can we expect from
the forthcomin budget
beginning 1 July 1997?

Given the movements of the
macro-economic variables dur-
ing the current fiscal year, one
nl‘g the significant issues for

consideration in the budgetary
exercise is the foreign exchange
rate. Up until 1996, exchange

rate stability was the order of
the day. One US dollar was
equal to Tk. 35.69 in 1990
(average annual rate) and it in-
creased by only 15 per cent
during the next . The ex-
c rate stood at Tk. 40.86 to
one US dnll_}]ar E;g?lgt?a%i How-
ever, 1 . S a pe-
riod rE?' :Pmnnthu only, value of
taka depreciated by as much as
7 cent and at this rate, taka
is y to be devalued by 15 per
cent — a level of change
achieved over the previous 6-
ar od.

£ Stgcﬁ?lity of the exchange
rate is a key factor — determin-
ing the level and flow of direct
foreign investment (DFI). Al-
though it is true that such sta-
bility was maintained durin

the lirst half of the decade, bu

it did not translate into in-
creased investment from
abroad for other constraining
factors. If exchange rate stabil-
ity and investors confidence are
restored, then it may be far
cheaper to borrow from abroad
at almost half the cost of do-
mestic borrowing. As for ex-
ample, if an investor borrowed
USS 10 million in 1990 for in-

was maintained during the first half of the decade, but it did not translate

investors confidence are restored, then it may be far cheaper to borrow from abroad at almost half the cost of

domestic

dustrial investment from a
bank abroad at the prevailing
rate of 6 per cent only for re-
ent over 3 to 5 years, then
it would have been cheaper for
him to do so, instead of borrow-
ing the same amount from a lo-
bank at 12 to 13 per cent rate
of interest. The exchange rate
used to be so stable.
Prospects of forei
ment have brightened in the re-
cent past because of heightened
prospects for investment in the
energy sector; opening of new
rt processing zones, con-
certed efforts to seek invest-
ment for the fextile sector and
establish backward U to
readymade garment (RMG) in-
dustry; and above all, vigorous
initiatives towards privatisa-
tion. If DFI comes, domestic

investment cannot remain far
behind. In the midst ﬂE 3! ﬂlﬂ!ﬂ

possibilities, if the exchange
rate is not stable, foreign in-
vestors would be worried about
their returns to equity and
repatriation thereof, since he
ultimately wishes to have his
money back in -".-.1_11'1'«:1'1(:{J other
than taka, most probably US
dollars. Domestic investors
will be worried about the cost of
imported machinery and

uipment, At the present rate
g?depreciauun, cost of imports
including pa ts duties and
taxes in the current year is
likely to be around 15 per cent
more than in 1996.

What are the fiscal implica-
tions of a stable foreign ex-
change rate? At present, import

invest-

duty on capital mac and
equipment amount to 7. ﬁr
cent of the im value, e
value:added tax (VAT) amounts
to 15 per cent of the duty paid
value. However, there are
items included within the to
import for setting up any indus-
try which have much higher
rates of import duties. As a re-
sult, the total tax burden to the
investor, contemplated at 23
cent in total — but in reality
t is much more than that. As
for example, equipment for a
telephone network may enjoy a

ported duty-frecﬂwt;ll: the
materials for pas-
mlquld milk of local
origin must be obtained after
mac equipment can
be i duty free but any
local manufacturer of power
tillers must pay taxes on im-
metals and materials. It
incredible but true that the
existing tax structure often

favour imports and penalise
domestic industries.

The forthcoming budget
opens an opportunity to

Window on Asia
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total tax rate of 23 per cent onl
but the hand sets without whlcifl
the network is useless can be
imported after paying an addi-
tional 20 per cent supplemen-
tary duty. Any reasonable size
investor would also include au-
tomobile, in particular special
purpose vehicles, as part of the
investment package where the
duty structure presupposes it to
be a luxury import. In fact, such
imports may allowed as an
incentive to ifivestors by treat-
ing such vehicles as a part of
machinery and equipment.
There are many such
examples: milk powder is im-

nalise the tax structure for im-

s induced by investment —
oreign or domestic. This, in
turn, will act as a cushion
against deteriorating exchange
rate, to an extent.

The rate of exchange is ulti-
mately determined the sup-
ply and demand of foreign ex-
chanﬁ:. Obviously, there is ex-
cess demand at present which is
pulling up the dollar value of
taka. Supply should corre-

ndln%l)iv increase by takin

| possible measures, includ-
ing budgetary support, to in-
crease export earnings. The
budget. through gearing the tax

structure individually to each
major export earning industry
can augment their capacity to
compete better in the interna-
tional market. Budgetary sup-
port can also be provided
through improvement of the in-
frastructure common to any
particular export industry. For
example, sea food export, in
particular shrimps and prawns
are going to be affected in the
coming year due to the natural
disaster last month. The indus-
try require strong support
through easy credit, rehabilita-
tion subsidy, investment for the
development of roads. em-
bankments and other common
facilities. Procurement of hides
and skins by the leather indus-
try should also be facilitated by
pmﬂdpi{r]»f various fiscal sup-
port. G industry is the key to
rt earnings and to what ex-
tent the industry's capacity can
be augmented during the year is
an important issue to be dealt
with in the budget of 1997-98.

The real actors of develop-
ment, in particular the various
manufacturers are the key to
export earnings. It is good to
organise pre-budget sessions
with economists and former fi-
nance ministry experts. More
important, however, is sit with
specific industry groups — lis-
ten to their problems and sug-
gestions in order to design the
appropriate set of fiscal actions
to be incorporated in the budget.
Ultimately, the purpose
should be promotion of export-

Forthcoming Budget and Exchange Rate Stability
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led growth. South-east Asia is
fast becoming a high-wage re-
gion which should im our
competitive position jor export
of labour-intensive manufac-
tured goods and services. There
is no reason why we should not
experience as much as 20 per

cent growth rate of export of
these products. The internal
factors which may facilitate
ex growth should also be
taken into account. The Ja-
muna Bridge will open on 1st
July 1998. The telephone net-
work due to private sector in-

vestment will effectively de-
velo

the commumication net-
work throughout the country
within the next two to three
years.

The current energy
shortage should be an agony of
the past when private sector
power plants come on stream
within the next fiscal year. The
impact of all these develop-
ments should be industrial de-
centralisation, provided gov-
ernment takes the initiative to
set up industrial estates in the
district towns, facilitate trans-
port development and take care
of other infrastructure re-
quirements thrnu%h a crash

ort

Eurtgimmc in the hcoming

Rapid growth of export earn-
ings and direct foreign invest-
ment are the two best means not
only to promote export-led
growth of the econom t also
sustain the value of Taka or
confine its fluctuations within
reasonable limits. This is a
strategy well tested in all the
success economies of the world
today. The budget of 1997-98 is
the best available means at the
moment to implement the
strategy in Bangladesh today.

New Weekly Holidays:

O we now have two days
S in a week as holidays. In

exch of the two days
of holidays per week, all
employees of government,
semi-government and au-
tonomous bodies and other re-
lated organisations such as
banks etc., will have to be in
their offices earlier, and leave
later.

Is it good or had? That is not
the question!

Of all the decisions of the
government in recent months,
this is surely the 'one’ which af-
fects the greatest number of
people most directly and im-
mediately.

Without squabbling over the
exact figures, it can safely be

said that thﬁ.gpqu'pm%}t_.cul} .

HL PR,
€ many.
more tens of thousands of em-
ployees in organisations, insti-
tutions and bodies who will be
affected by this decision to
change weekly holidays.

And then there are hundreds
of thousands more whose life
will directly be impacted upon
by this decision, such as, rick-
shaw-pullers of Dhaka. By un-
official counts there are at least
300,000 rickshaws in Dhaka
with at least 500,000 people
working as rickshaw-pullers.
There are many more thou-
sands who depend on the rick-

Leaders, for the Leaders

by Dr Shahdeen Malik

roadside mechanics for repair-
ing rickshaws, sellers of parts
for rickshaws, all those thou-
sands of food establishments
which primarily cater for the
rickshaw-pullers and so on.

Besides, other transport
workers (bus, baby taxis and
tempos, to name the most obvi-
ous ones); small pan-biri shops
and food stalls which supply
the daily needs of employees in
the offices areas; and many
more will surely lose their
‘business’ for one day of the
week. The point is, in addition
to the employees directly en-
gaged by the government. semi-

overnment and autonomous

odies, this decision affects
hundreds of thousands of other

eople whose livelihood is
inked to the people going to of-
fices. For these other hundreds
of thousands, two weekly holi-
days mean one day less of work.
From now on, their trade will
be at least three-fourths less on
all Saturdays.

There are many more im-
pacts and ramifications of this
decision to change the weekly
schedule.

I don't think one can visu-

hundreds of thousands so di-
rectly and immediately, except,
perhaps, going to war with an-
other country.

So, the issue is who decided
on this change and how?

Aren't we supposed to live in
a democratic society? Doesn't
democracy mean that people
have to be consulted in matters
which directly affect their
lives? Aren't we. the people,
supposed to have a say in issues
which concern our collective
well-being?

Democracy, needless. ta.say, .

. floes not mean that all Peo- + 4
ple have-to be Eﬂﬂsultﬁﬂql]rf each |

arid very decision of the gov-

ernment. But how about the de-

cisions which, as indicated

above, impact upon the lives of
so many hundreds of thousands
of us?

I am not suggesting that the
government ought to have or-
ganised a referendum or under-
taken a huge exercise before
changin% the weekly holidays.
But surely there are other ways
and means to gaugt the public
opinion, involve the people in
the decision-making process

could have been discussions;
airing of opinions through the
media; meetings: comments
and reactions; and at least some
empirical exercises to gauge the
pros and cons and many other
such manoeuvres to engage us
in the decision-making process.
We would then have known that
a change in our weekly lifestyle
is being contemplated by the
government. We could have re-
acted. prepared ourselves for
the change and be better in-
formed. Above all. we would

--have been made part of a demo-
BBt participatiop in the

making process we be-
art only of a democracy
in which we do not have any say
in matters which affect us. Con-
sequently, it is a democracy of
the leaders, by the leaders, for
the leaders. Surely some leaders
— 'democratic’ or 'bureaucratic’
— took this momentous deci-
sion for 'our good' and they did
not think it necessary to in-
volve us in this decision. As if
they know best or at least that's
the me they are conveying
to us. And since that is the case,
surely ours is a government by

Did anyone have any inking
about this change in the weekly
pattern of our lives? Surely not.
In recent weeks, there were
some discussions, comments
and reactions regarding Friday
as a weekly holiday, probably
spurred by the Pakistani deci-
sion to change their weekly hol-
iday. Individuals, business
groups and organisations and
many others voiced their opin-
ions on this issue; a lot of us
discussed the pros and cons
formally and informally. But

AL notice that

indication, no stock taking. no
consultation, no open assess-
ment of the goods and bads of
such a decision. Nothing!
Zilch!!

When a decision is taken
which literally affects, irre-
spective of whether positively
or negatively, lives and liveli-
hoods of hundreds of thousands
of people, then surely such a de-
cision-making without con-
sulting them symbolises not a
democratic society bug ﬂn#: an

Byernmernt :

A Decision by the Government of the

cade of democracy. of elections
and of 'participation’, but not in
matters which directly, imme-
diately and profoundly affect
us.

We certainly have a tradi-
tion of rejecting decisions
which have n taken without
consulting us. In fact, we do
have right to reject such a deci-
sion.

It seems that our decision
makers, even if elected, do not
have any clear notion of the ne-
cessity of inducting people in
the decision-making gmc:ss: of
the conception that democracy
does not only mean people's
participation in the general
elections, but also in all the ma-

or decisions transforming the

é and the snﬂictj;;,_._'.w
modalities=for. involvin -
people in -the'decisiun-ng_!q
prfocess may be varied; some
more inclusive than others;
some direct, some indirect; and
so forth. But the bottom line is
that we, the ple, have to be
consulted. We must not be made
to wait till the next general elec-
tion. For, the harm done to the
society by taking decisions
without our participation may
be so great that throwing the po-
litical party out of power in the
next general election may not
be the remedy enough.

The writer is an advocate

shaw trade on a daily basis for alise any other government de- and fathom their reaction prior the leaders, of the leaders, for  authoritarian one. Yes, there and Advisor to Bangladesh Le-
their livelihood, Including cision which affects lives of to the decision is made. There the leaders. are occasional veneer and fa- gal Aid and Services Trust.
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items in your May 31 issue.
They read like this:
"... Begpum Zia distributed
food among thousands...”,
“In the evening the former
prime minister...."
And then, in the same page:
“"After overnight stay at
Tungipara, Hasina will return
to the capital this afternoon.”
[ think a little courtesy
wouldn't cost much.
F A Khan
Maghbazar, Dhaka

Dear Reader, Thank you for
your letter. You not have
read the entire news item. Nor-
mally, the popular name is used
on second or third reference to
the same person and the case in
point was no exception. We have
never been discourteous to any-

one,. — Editor

Private power comies

in Bangladesh
Sir, [ would like to congratu-
late Baugladesh Power Devel-
opment Board, and simnuitane-
ously lhank the ministry cen-
cerned to provide necessary
support, for having concluded
recently, the first-ever power
purchase agreements with (wo
private E)owrr developers in re-
spect ol 200 MW power to be
supplied by them from two
barge-mounted power plants.
This will usher in a new era in
the history of electric power
supply in this country. Privale

‘power was inevitable in the

wake of withdrawal of official
development assistance for
power, |

However, it is dcbatable
whether our dcvelopment part-
ners werc right to have taken
such a hurried and unkind de-
cision on Bangladesh. .

In this connection, 1 would
like to mention that il has becn:
about threc-and-a-half years
since the subinission of the re-

rt on power sector rcforins b

igh-powered intcr-ministeri;
comunitiee that suzh an agrec-
menl could be signed. This
could be shortened il the previ-
ous government would not have
taken about a year Lo lake deci-
sion on the aforesaid rcporl.
Whatever delays mighl have
taken place in concluding the
recent agreements, which were
completely different {rom the

even faster.

There's still a long way to go
before the country can have a_
rcasonable load-gcneration
balance. There are about 3.2
million consumers existing at

resent. Consumer connections

ave not been stopped, and
therefore, load will Furlher it-
creasc. We understand. there
may be two more agreements
concluded soon that would be
able to supply another 200 MW
by about the same time,

_1f three contracls could be
concluded by the year end, 600
MW worth of gas turbine capac-
ity could come on stream by the
year 1999,

STS Mahmood

Retired Chairman, DESA

264 /6 Road No 8A

West Dhanmandi, Dhaka-1209

Sorry, Biman; it's
not that cheap!

‘Sir, On May 14, 1997 in Bi-
man Bangladesh Airlines pub-
lished its employment notice

for the post of Trainee Officer in

The Daily Star, Here they have
tried to trap the big fishes with
a minimum cost. May be they
do not know the prevailing
market price of an MBA or any-
body with three [irst
class/divisions.

But they should know.

As a leading organisation.
they should not try to black-
mail the brilliant studcents, cap-
italising their name and thus,
daring to offer a farcical
stipend of Tk 3,500 per month.
Why 'don't they know that an
MBA gets as much as Tk 30.000
per month as an initial salary
even in this poor country? And
that they don't have to wait for
a time of three years and a half
for a confirmed job?

We don't understand why
Biman is trying to pull down
the salary level. We wonder, if
they really ever knew what the
post 'Trainee officer' means to
other organisations and what
the requireinents made by themn
really worth. On an average, an
MBA student does spend about
Tk 5000 per month. So why
should they try to go for a bene-
fit which is lower than their

- LIiOTL.

%uin
. the cinema halls. Suc

even after a three and a half

years' service?

Noyovi
Probash Monzil
Bazar Read, Sauvar, Dhak_r:—lﬂdﬂ

-Create some
authors, please

Sir, Addition of Literature
page in The Daily Star is no
doubt a commendabide step. We
really enjoy Lhis seclion on ev-
eriy Saturday. Features,
columns and write-ups on vari-
ous issues give us tremendous

leasure. However, we have a
eeling that something is miss-.

ing in these pages. A novel
written by an author of repule
may be included in the said sec-

As the authors of
Bangladesh arc not used to
write novels/storics in lorcign
languages, such step wili surel
encourage thiem o come ') wit

heir writings which will give a
different dinension io osuv lit-
crature. The Leily Star cnn co a
lot i:: expediting Lis.

Saolcot Hossain :
Green Road. Dhalka-1205

Art and nudity

Sir, Naked portraits of

women are common in almost
every cinema poster. It seems to
manifest what is inside
nudity
and bane photographs of
women are detrimental to the
character of our youth in every
respect. From any religious or
moral point of view, no sane
person with sound conscience
can give ethical support to such
nudity. An“artistic recreatinon
like cinema has enough poten-
tials to do some good to the so-
ciety by raising social aware-
ness and by encouraging the
?_uth to lead a praiseworthy
ife.

But the nakedness can only
tickle the bad instinct of the
youth and tempt them to com-
mit rape to a greater extent. It
will make a bad influence on
every social evil. It will put an
end to all the desirable appeals
of cinema. Perhaps our movie-

A cinema should be enriched
with its own art, not with
nakedness. To take Lthe resort 1o

~ nudity is to try to conceal the

incompetence of the artists, 1
hope the people concerned will
avoid such morally detrimental
propensity and pour out the
artistic qualities, Cinema

sliould reflcct the desire of Llie
people of the country.

My earnest requesi to the
Priime Minister and the Mi:-
1511‘*1,( ol Inlormation to have a
vigilant cye on the matter.

Mahmud
Dhaka Universily., Dhaka

Democracy and
Parliament

Sir. Do our political leaders
believe in "As you sow, so you
reap” or "Tit for tat"? The
Awami League leaders say that
the BNP leaders by their un-
democratic and unparliamen-
tary behaviour proved they
want te miake the Parliament
inoperative Lo serve their vested
purpose sacrificing the intcrest
of the people. We the comimon
people are at a loss lo under-
stand what happened Lo our 5th
Parliament and what is going to
transpire [rom our present 7th
Parliament?

Time and again we wonder
for whose wisdom, folly or
wishful thinking day by day we
are intoxicaled and indulged in
controversies.

O H Kabir
6 Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

BBC Product Design
Award

Sir, BBC has given 'BBC
Product Design Award '96' (o
Baygen (a Brilish CmﬂFpnn}rl for
their claim of a Free-play
(without batlcry/electricity)
Radio. But the papers suggest
that the Baygen is not the
first /true inventor of a Free-

lay Radio, rather it was a
angladeshi invention in 1975,
some 21 years ago. When the

maltter was rai to the BBC,

conscience of the BBC: "Had it
been the otlier woy reund j.e, a
British inveation in 1975.
could you stiil have given a BBC
Product Design Awerd "96 Lo a
Bangladeshi tumgﬂny in 19CG6
and reply lo the Brilish inven-
tnr ... not a BBC waller?”, vide a
leiter dt. 14-12-96, but no reply
has yel been received.

In the meantime, office con-
cerncd in Bangladesh has given
due recognition to the
Bangladeshi invention of the
I'ree-play Radio and wished its
success both al home and
abroad, On the directive of the
Prime Minister's Secretariat,
the High Commission of
Bangladesh in UK has written
on 12-12-96 to the Baygen itself
on the issue of the right of in-
novation of the Free-play Ra-
dio. But it is not known,
whether the Baygen has replied
either.

Nazmu:l IHuda
3R8. Siddheswari Rocul
Dhakea-1217

Load-shedding in
Khulna

Sir, Nowadays, load-shed-
ding is a common phenomenon
in Khulna, the industrial cily.
At present, there is hardly an
area ol the city, which is not al-
fected by it. Without load-shed-
f:linF, there is no single hour.

t is true that electricily is
the most urgent prerequisite to
all developments. As an indus-
(rial city. the supply of power is
very much essential in the city.
Iut the industral units located
here are paralysed for the tiine-
being due to load-shedding.
Cinema houses, shops, facto-
ries. hospitals all are aflected
by it. In the meantime, produc-
tion of many industries is
hampered due to power failure.

Besides, {requent load-
shedding hampers tlie study of
the students especially who are
examinees. It also Increases
many unsocial activities like
theft, robbery, etc. In fact, load-
shedding became a great prob-
lem to the dwellers of the city.
So, necessary steps should be
taken to solve this problem
immedialely.

Masum Billah
BBA Senior
Khulna University

South and Darul IThsan univer-
sities to hold its convocation,
amidst due solemnity. So far
the number of students in a
class is about thirty, as com-
pared to more than a hundred
students in the public universi-
ties. This enables the teachers
to take individual care of the
students, which is the strength
of the private universities. But
onn the other hand, the fees at
the private universities are be-
yond the reach of the middle-
class and the guardians with
limited incomes.

Private universities can
only meaningfully survive if
Fenemus 5u1p rt and donations
rom the affluent and socially
conscious people keep flowing
in, as is the case of private uni-
versities in the developed coun-
tries. Unless such aid is re-
ceived the doors of the private
universities will remain con-
fined only to the privileged few.
The Chancellor has already
urged the private universities to
raise the percentage of seats for
[ree tuition from five per cent to
ten per cent, and this requires
urgent consideration of the pri-
vate universities.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
51 Siddheswari Road, Dhaka-
1217,

Mother Teresa

Sir. The Daily Star of March
15 had carried two items on the
friend of humanity and the No-
bel laureate Mother Teresa. One
item was an editorial appreciat-
ing the role and contributions
of the great lady and another
was a hntugragh showing
Mother Teresa and her succes-
sor Sister Nirmala greetin
people at the Missionaries o

Charity headquarters in Cal-
cutta,

Meanwhile to Mother
Teresa, retirement was out of
the question as she said despite
handing over the mantle of the
leader of the order to her suc-
cessor. Yes, we also trust that a

rson who dedicates his/her
H?E to the service of the suffer-
ing humanity cannot take re-
tirement but he/she serves the
humanity for all time to come.
M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka- 1207



