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Sanity returns to Paris

PARIS, June 1:
The favourites
reasserted their
authority at the
~ French here
on y — 24
hours after Pete Sampras,
Thomas Muster and Jana
Novotna made shock exits from
the tournament, reports AFP.

Former champions Monica
Seles. Arantxa Sanchez Vi-

'

MARY PIERC
cario. Michael Chang and Sergi
Bruguera all raced to easy wins,
while 16-year-old world num-
ber-one Martina Hingis slapped
down the challenge of 15-year-
old Russian Anna Kournikova
for the loss of just four games.

Mary Pierce got out of her
sick bed to defeat French com-
patriot Sandra Testud and
twelfth-seeded American Mary
Joe Fernandez, who has yet to
drop a set at the tournament,
saw off Italy's Flora Perfetti.

Australians Mark Wood-
forde and Patrick Rafter were
both impressive winners
against seeded players and they
reached a fourth-round show-
down which ensures that Aus-
tralia will have a player in the
men's quarterfinals for the first
time in fifteen years.

Woodforde put out eleventh-
seeded Albert Costa of Spain
and Rafter defeated Wimbledon
champion Richard Krajicek.

Krajicek, furious after his
four-set loss to Patrick Rafter,
stalked off court and out of the
stadium refusing to attend a
post-match conference —
a decision will cost him a
2.000-dollar fine.

The moody seventh-seeded
Marcelo Rios ef Chile continued
to progress by putting out Ar-
naud tsch — the last French
man in the men's draw — and
now plays 23-year-old Hiccham
Arazi of Morocco.

The 5ft 9in Arazi outplayed
Sweden's 6ft 4in Magnus Lars-
son in straight-sets.

e el et acty . Chang, whwin here ua & 17-

of the Netherlands, less com-

South Africa’'s 13th seed
Wayne Ferreira had to with-
draw after injuring his ankle
while training for -round

nst 1992 runner-up
Petr Korda of the Czech Repub-
lic.

On a sixth day of fierce sun-
shine, but with a swirling wind
maki conditions far from
easy, gis stretched her un-

LATEST

PARIS, June 1: South
Africa's battling Amanda Coet-
zer reached the ?nuterﬁnﬂl of
the women's singles at the
French Open here today when
she u S 's seventh-seed
Conc Martinez 6-7 (4/7), 6-

match

came through a
44mins baseline duel on the
Roland Garros Suzanne Lenglen
Showcourt which was con-
stantly swept by blustery winds.
Coetzer, 25, who had never
got past the fourth-round in
eight previous appearances and
who had lost all ten of her last
encounters with the Spaniard,
now plays either defendin
champion Steffi Graf or 13t
seed Irina Spirlea of Romania.

beaten record this season to 34
matches by ruthlessly defeating
Kournikova 6-1, 6-3 in 43-
minutes of mostly one-way
traffic.

Sanchez-Vicario, a winner
in 1989 and 1994, was in no
mood to distribute any birthday
gifts to Belgian's Dominique
van Roost who was celebrating
her 24th birthday.

The sixth- needed just 57
minutes to chalk up a 6-0, 6-3
win.

Seles was in even more of a
hurry — finishing six minutes
faster to eliminate experienced
Nathalie Tauziat of France.

Tauziat, who defeated the 16-
year-old Venus Williams in a
three-set marathon on Thurs-
day, won only two games

nst the 1990, 1991 and 1992
champion.

"l think Nathalie was mak-
ing more unforced errors than
she usually does,” said Seles
diplomatically after the win.

"The one thing | was doing
very well today was returning.
But my serve was terrible. The
wind was bugging me. | had a
very hard time with my toss."

Seles now faces tenth-seed

. Mary Pierce who beat the Amer-

ican left-hander at the Italian
Open when they last met.

Pierce, the 1994 finalist
here, had been a doubtful
starter on Saturday after spend-
ing 24 hours in bed on doctor's
orders. But she came through 6-
1, 6-3 against French Fed Cup
teammate Testud.

year-old in 1989, hardly

fortable on clay than on a faster worked up a sweat to reach the

surface, went down 7-6 (7/2), 6-4
to 1988 finalist Natasha

last-sixteen.

His French opponent

hane Simian retired with a
nﬁ_:trnln with Chang leading

1, 52.

Bruguera, the 1993 and 1994
men's title-winner, imitated
Sanchez-Vicario by also humil-
jating a Belgian opponent —
towering Dick Norman. The
sixteenth-seed, who is slowly
coming back to form after his

poor season last year, beat the

1, 6-3. |

The victories of Woodforde
and Rafter mean that there are
three Australians in the fourth
round — the other being the big
ser\ring Mark Philippoussis
who beat Dutchman Jan
Siemerink on Friday.

The last time an Australian
player reached the gquarterfi-
nals here was Peter McNamara
in 1982.

Rafter delighted the crowds,
basking in fierce sunshine on
the Suzanne Lenglen Show-
court, with some superbly ag-
gressive 'serve-and-volley' ten-
nis and admitted afterwards: "I
didn't miss a volley.”

Certainly his 6-3. 4-6, 6-4, 6-
2 win did little to calm an in-
creasingly frustrated Krajicek
who by the end was clearly im-
patient to get out of the stadium
and head for a grass court to put
his own big-serving game back
on track.

It was a welcome change of
fortune for the Queensland-
born Rafter, who was beaten in
the first-round in his last two
appearances here.

Woodforde, the world's best
doubles player when he is
alongside Todd Woodbridge,
showed he was no mean singles
player by shocking 11th-seed
Albert Costa of Spain.

The left-hander from Ade-
laide constantly wrong-footed
the Spanish clay-courter and
romped home 6-4. 7-6 (7/2), 6-3.

The 20-year-old Galo Blanco
of Spain ended the run of Amer-

ican Claris Woodruff, thg plaver,,

who ended Andre Aiassils tour-
nament here in the second-
round in 1996.

Blanco scored a 7-6 (8/6), 6-
3, 7-6 [7/2) win.

LONDON, June 1:
Australian opener
Matthew Hayden

iled up a career-
Eest Bg not out to
R spearhead a t-
back by his adopted English
county Hampshire on Saturday,
reports Reuter. ;
Hayden, 81, not out
overnight, batted through the
third-day of the four-day
championship match against
Warwickshire at Southampton
to beat his ous best of 234
for Queensland against Tasma-

for

ATHENS, June l: American
runner Mary Slaney has been
banned from competition after
a positive dope test, according
to a Saturday decision the
International Amateur
Federation (IAAF), reports Xin-
hua.

IAAF president Primo Nebi-
olo said all athletes testing pos-
itive would from now on be sus-

immediately.

“If a federation is reluctant
to act immediately in accor-
dance with IAAF rules, then the
IAAF council will from now on
suspend the athlete until the
national federation decides (a
ban or not),” he told a news
conference.

s case is not

. over.
She was found to have lev-
els of testosterone in her it
the US trials last June.

Anu Paramanu 6:50 Open Uni-

nia in the Sheffield Shield.

Hampshire, facing a massive
Warwickshire first innings
score of 631 for seven declared,
were 549 for six at the close.

Hayden, who has batted for
550 minutes and received 414
balls, striking 29 fours and two
sixes, figures in two double
century stands.

Will Kendall (76) helped
Hayden add 206 for the fourth
wicket and off-spinner Shaun
Udal shared an unbroken sev-
enth wicket partnership of 205
in 45 overs with the Australian.

Udal played the dominant
role, hitting a six and 19 fours
in his maiden century and
ending the day with an un-
beaten 117.

All-rounder Mark Ealham,
expected to join Sunday in the
E squad for the first Test

t Australia at Edgbaston
next week, displayed impres-
sive form as Kent beat Notting-
hamshire inside three days at
Trent Bridge.

Ealham hit a career-best
122, then held three catches as
the home side, second in the
county championship table at
the start of the match, were

ttled out for 119 to lose by an
innings and 105 runs.

Lancashire's England cap-
tain Mike Atherton hit a timely
century ahead of the Ashes se-
ries in a high-scoring match

ainst champions Leicester-

re at Leicester.
Atherton faced 202

Opener
. balls and hit 13 fours in mak-

Hayden hits double ton

ing exactly 100 not out as Lan-
cashire, trailing by 95 on first
innings, ended the third day on
279 for two.

Yorkshire narrowly failed to
beat the clock and become the
second side to win with a day to
spare, against Essex at llford.

Despite claiming an extra
half-hour, Yorkshire still
needed six more runs with two
wickets left to achieve their vic-
tory target of 276.

orkshire, fired by a fine 81
in 109 balls from Australian
Darren Lehmann, reached 229
for three before off-spinner Pe-
ter Such checked their charge
b};otakm five for 89. They were
270 for t at the close.

W alsh stays in
the saddle

GEORGETOWN, Guyana,
June 1: Courtney Walsh has
been retained to captain West
Indies against Sri Lanka on
their short tour of the
Caribbean starting next week,
reports Reuter.

Walsh, who became skipper
after the World Cup last year
when Richie Richardson retired
from international cricket, is
in charge for the two Tests and
one limited overs match
against Sri Lanka.

West Indies' squad for the
one-day international in Port
of Spain, Trinidad, next Friday
is to be named on Monday.

| game,

Pakistan win
hockey series

MELBOURNE, June 1: World
Cup champions Pakistan. play-
ing one man down for the sec-
ond-half, defeated Australia to
win their six-match field
hoekey international series on
goal aggregate here today, re-
ports AFP.

The Pakistanis, showin
admirable resolve, fought bac
from 1-0 down at halftime and
the loss of Danish Kaleem,
dismissed for misconduct five
minutes before the changeover,
to beat Australia 3-1 in the
sixth and final match of the se-
ries.

That left the series tied at
three matches all, but Pakistan
claimed the series on goals
scored throughout the six
matches, 12-11.

Ineffect, Rahim Khan's 63rd
minute score in Sunday's game
gave Pakistan the series.

- Matthew Smith gave Aus-
tralia the lead in the 32nd
minute, but Pakistan roared
home, scoring three times in
the second half— Muhammad
Khalid (jr) in the 38th minute,
Kamran Ashraf in the 43rd
minute and Rahim Khan seven
minutes from full-time.

Pakistan won the openin
match of the series 3-2 in Pert
on May 21 before Australia won
back-to-back games 3-2 and 2-1
in Adelaide last weekend.

The Pakistanis levelled the
series with a 3-2 victory in
Sydney last Wednesday, before

| Australia pulled ahead after

another close tussle 3-2 in Can-
berra Saturday.

Pakistan will be returning to
Adelaide in October for the six-
nation Champions Trophy
tournament, which also fea-
tures Atlanta Olympic champi-
ons the Netherlands, as well as
Spain, Germany, South Korea
and Australia. ;

Before then Australia will
be competing in the Panasonic
Cup in Hamburg from August
21-24 and in three-maich series
against England between Au-
gust 25-31.

Jorginho gem
keeps Kashima
on the top

TOKYO, June 1: Brazilian
striker Jorginho scored a 25-
meter (80 f[t) free kick nine
minutes from time on Saturday
to give the Kashima Antlers a 2-
1 win over Bellmare Hiratsuka,
keeping his team on the top of
Japan's J league, reports Reuter.

Kashima enter a month-long
break in the J-league with a
comfortable four-point lead
over second-place Yokohama
Flugels. |

The Flugels sulfered a 1-0
upsel home defeat by Kyato de-
spite dominating most of the

league this season. defeated the
Yokohama Marinos 2-1

Brazilian Jamelli scored
twice before half-time to lift
Kashiwa to a 4-1 home viclory
over (Gamba Osaka. Kashiwa 1s
now third behind the Flugles on
goal difference.

In other matches, Nagoya
edged Ichihara 3-2 for its fitth
win in a row after losing the
openin six. Hiroshima
blanked Fukuoka 1-0 and
Shimizu scored a 2-1 victory
against Cerezo Osaka in extra
time, Urawa did not play on
Saturday.

League action will be sus-
pended until July 2 because of
the Kirin Cup and the second leg
of the Asian zone World Cup
first round qualifying tourna-
ment.

Moeller may miss
WC qualifier

BONN, June 1: Germany's
midfielder Andreas Moeller is
doubtful for their Group 9 Euro-
pean World Cup qualifier in
Ukraine on June 7, reports
AFP.

Moeller, who masterminded
Borussia Dortmund's European
Cup final win over Juventus on
Wednesday, has hurt his knee.

SQUAD

Keepers : Oliver Kahn, An-
dreas Koepke.
 Defenders: Markus Babbel,
Thomas Helmer, Juergen
Kohler. Matthias Saminer,
Thomas Like, Jens Nowotny,
Christian Woerns.

Midfielders: Mario Basler,
Mehmet Schooll, Christian
Ziege, Dieter Eilts, Matthis
Hagner, Andreas Moeller, Joerg
Heinrich, Dariusz wosz.

Strikers: Oliver Bierhoff,
Fredi Bobic, Ulf Kirsten, Juer-
gen Klinsmann.
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The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) is yet to gain pos-
session of land needed for the
proposed cricket stadium at
bazar in the city, sources
said.

Most of the 17.44 acres
(52.84 bighas} of land on the
proposed site belongs to the
Road and Highways Depart-
ment and Bangladesh Railway,
while 3.44 acres (10.42 bighas)
is privately owned.

A inter-departmential meet-
ing held on Monday decided
that all departments concerned
would play their respective
roles in expediting the land
transfer process. The Dhaka
District Commissioner was in-
structed to serve notice on the
private land owners, ordering
them to relinquish their prop-
erties.

The meeting was jointly

world of

PARIS  Jufie™F = two Rnow eachrot

(AP} : What a dif-
ference a year can
inake.

It looked like the
finals of a juniors
touritamernt Saturday when two
teenagers, 16-year-old Martina
Hingis and 15-year-old Anna
Kournikova, took Centre Court.

But this was the third round
of the French Open, and when
Hingis had finished disman-
tling her erstwhile junior rival,
6-1, 6-3, it was clear just how
wide the gap is between the two.

For the top-ranked Hingis,
as for several other top seeds, it
was a day of calm after the
storm.

Just a day earlier. havoc
reigned at Roland Garros, with
three favourites — including No.
1 Pete Sampras — knocked out
of the draw. But on Saturday, a
few top players uvarely had to
break a sweat.

The marquee match of the
day was definitely between
Hingis and Kournikova. The

MARTINA HINGIS

for the proposed cricket stadium a

Maghbazar.

PWD yet to acquire land for stadium

By Staff Correspondent

convened by the PWD and the
Works Ministry. [t was attended
by representatives of the Land
Ministry, District Administra-
tion, Bangladesh Railway,
Sports Ministry and the Road
and Highways Department.

A PWD source said by the
time the next meeting was held,
on June 10, the land transfer
procedure would be complete.
"At the June 10 meeting, we ex-
pect to clearly define the sha
of the project's first phase," he
said.

In a letter issued by the
Prime Minister's Secretariat
last month, the PWD was given
the overall responsibility of
constructing the stadium. Its ul-
timate capacity will only be de-
termined aiter completion of
the project's first phase, prepar-
ing the playing field itself.

In the first phase, which will

One year apart, but a
difference

ing battled twice in tHe juniors.
Kournikova losl both of those
matches — one, in the 1994 US
Open juniors, by 6-0, 6-0.

But as the blonde, braided
Russian had said, that was the
juniors, and that was a long
time ago — especially when

oure 15. Expectations were
igher for this match.

They didn't last long. The
first set took 17 minutes, as
Hingis broke her opponent
twice. Both players hit hard,
deep groundstrokes and went
for the corners. But it was
Hingis who was more consis-
tent.

She also played smarter,
wrong-footing her opponent
and using the occasional well-
placed drop shot.

In the second selt,
Kournikova played a little bet-
ter. She broke Hingis late in the
set for 3-5, but Hingis broke
right back, and won the match
on a netted Kournikova back-
hand. The whole thing took 42
minutes.

It was quite a contrast with
Hingis' previous match, in
which she barely survived a
challenge from the world's
75th-ranked player, Gloria
Pizzichini of Italy.

Hingis had 43 unforced er-
rors in that earlier match — 20
in the second set alone, In Sat-
urday's whole match, she had
13.

“| said I was going to be
harder to beat every day.’
Hingis said later. "I needed that
match two days a%o_

“Today 1 just played smarter,
much more concentrated.”

Kournikova, No. 47 in the
world, still doesn't play a full
schedule because ulpa rule in-
tended to reduce pressures on

young players like Jennifer

Capriati, who had to undergo
treatment in her late teen years
for alcohol and drug abuse,

She made clear Saturday
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take around nine months and
cost an estimated Tk nine crore
excluding the land price, the de-

artment must conduct land-

11 to elevate the whole site —
currently lying on low ground —
by 18.46 feet, PWD sources said.
One source said plans for con-
struction of the outer stadium
would be considered once work
on the field was underway. He
said, "Later we will think of
building the actual stadium in
line with any other interna-
tional venue”. He added that the
total cost and capacity of the
stadium would be determined
once the project proposal for
the second phase was com-
pleted.

The whole procedure of land
transfer could take months. To
avoid further delay PWD offi-
cials said the land might be
handed over to them pending

‘l have much more pressure
on nme because | cannot play as
much as [ want, learn, get expe-
rience the way Martina can,”
said Kournikova, who lives and
trains in Florida.

Hingis wasn't extremely
sympathetic.

"You have enough time to
gractic& and then play well ....

he has lo try sometimes (o
beat the top players so she can
get farther."” the Swiss star said.

"If you're good enough, you
can beat them.”

Hingis also made clear — if
anyone was wondering — that
despite her age, she isn't shy
about asserting her position at
the top of the tennis world.

Asked why she had requested
that her match be shifted from
11 am to a later slot, she
replied, "I'm not a very good
morning person. I mean, I'm
No. 1 in the world, so I should
have the right if I'm going to
play on Centre Court, to say
what time I want play.”
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official procedures. "This won't
be very difficult since most of
the property is owned by gov-
ernment departments. For the
Frivate owners we can always
ind a reasonable solution,” a
PWD official said.

He said if the private land
owners were willing to negoti-
ate for fair compensation the
handover would not take long,
but if they took the matter to
court the procedure could be
prolonged.

When asked to elaborate on
the project’'s first phase, the of-
ficial said that after turfing the
lield they would immedialely
fence it off and make all ar-
rangements necessary for
practice to start,

Meanwhile, the PWD had al-
ready completed a topographi-
cal survey of the site,

Sino shuttlers
lift mixed
doubles title

GLASGOW, Scotland, June 1:
Ge Fei, the best all round wom-
en's doubles player in the world,

i.J.i:f_-.ﬂ;m-E-.+t:l up with Liu Yong to

apture the mixed doubfes title

at the World Championship
Saturday by beating Denmark's
Marlene Thomson and Gens
Eriksen 15-5, 16-17, 15-6, re-
ports AP,

In the men’'s singles, [n-
donesia's world champion,
Heryanto Arbi, lost his title
when he was beaten 9-15, 15-9,
15-2 by left-handed Dane Peter
Rasmussen.

Rasmussen will face third-
seeded Chinese Sun Jun, who
also scored an upset 15-7, 14-17,
15-9 victory over Olympic ti-
tlist Poul-Erik Hoyer of Den-
mark.

Malaysia's Cheah Soon Kit
and Yap Kim Hock reversed the
result of the Olympic final by
beating world titlists Ricky
Subagja and Rexy Mainaky of
Indonesia 15-9, 2-15, 15-12 in
the men's doubles semifinal.

Jackpot eludes
Gebrselassie

HENGELO, Netherlands,
June 1: Haile Gebrselassie set a
two miles world best of eight
minutes 1.08 seconds at an in-
ternational meeting on Satur-
day but missed out on a one mil-
lion dollar payout. reports
Reuter.

Ethiopian Gebrselassie took
nearly two-and-a-half seconds
off the mark of 8:03.54 set by
Daniel Komen of Kenya in July
last year.

Despite going into new terri-
tory for the event, Gebrselassie
left the Fanny Blankers Koen
Stadium without a cent for his
efforts.

A one million dollar cheque
was on offer if any runner in
the race, built up as a head-to-
head clash between Gebrse-
lassie and Noureddine Morceli
of Algeria, broke the eight-
minute barrier,
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