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Talks underway to avert
attack by Nigerian-led
force in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, May 31: Sierra
Leone's coup leaders have said
negotiations are under way in a
bid to avert a sible attack by
a Nigeﬂan*lccn)': ional force to
restore the ousted civilian gov-
ernment, reports Reuter.

The Armed Forces Revolu-
tionary Ruling Council (AFRC)
tried to reassure Sierra
Leoneans late on Friday night
there was no cause for alarm
despite a statement by a veteran
politician that Nigerian troops
planned a military strike to-
day.

Nigeria has been playing in
jeeps, armoured personnel car-
riers and troops to join its
forces already based in Sierra
Leone under a regional peace-

keeping arrangement. There'

were signs that Ghana and
Guinea would join in.
“The AFRC wishes the public

to know that while it is aware of

a possible threat to public secu-
rity, negotiations are continu-
ing within (the country),” said a
statement broadcast by state
radio.

“The public therefore have
no reason to be unduly
alarmed.” it added.

Last Sunday's violent coup

by junior officers led by Major
Johnny Paul Koromah has pro-
voked international condem-
nation and there have been
mounting calls for the restora-
tion of deposed civilian Presi-
dent Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, who
fled to neighbouring Guinea.

Earlier AFP says, the new
military rulers in Sierra Leone
sealed the country's borders on
Thursday night and banned all
aircraft from flying over the
territory.

The move came as Western
countries stepped up the evacua-
tion of their nationals from the
West African country where the
army seized power Sunday
amid an orgy of violence and
looting that has left the capital
in shambles,

The Armed Forces Revolu-
tionary Council set up by the
coup leaders said the overflight
ban would take effect "immedi-

ateg.“
or "security”
AFRC had also decided to re-
close the country's land, sea and
air borders, a communique
broadcast over the radio said.
Witnesses earlier reported
seeing a Nigerian military air-
craft fly over the capital twice.
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Taliban claim to have
recaptured Jebul Siraj

KABUL, May 31: Fightin
raged north of the beleaguere
Afghan capital as Taliban sol-
diers claimed Saturday to have
recaptured a strategic town
along Afghanistan's only nor-
th-south highway, reports AP.

Opposition troops had taken
Jebul Siraj, 90 kilometres (54
miles) north of Kabul on Friday
and were heading toward nea-
rby Charikar when the Taliban
launched its counter offensive.

Former defence chief Ahmed
Shah Massood was command-
ing the anti-Taliban troops.

In Kabul a Taliban official,
who wouldn’t be identified, said
the Islamic militia had reversed
its losses by early Saturday and
were pounding opposition sol-
diers.

"We repelled a massive at-
tack by Massood in Jebul Siraj
and the northern Salang High-
way,” he said.

He said Massood's soldiers
had suffered heavy losses and
the front line was strewn with
bodies. In the capital there was
evidence that the Taliban also
had suffered casualties.

At least five trucks carrying
dead and wounded Taliban sol-
diers were seen arriving in the

Afghan capital.

The Taliban Islamic army
also was under heavy attack in
the northern half of the coun-
try. where they are battling op

ition forces who had thrown
them out of Mazar-e-Sharif last
Wednesday.

There were claims that thou-
sands of Taliban had been
taken prisoner, including the
foreign minister Mohammed
Ghous and the Governor of
western Herat Abdul Razzak.

An opposition spokesman in
Mazar-e-Sharif, Gen. Humaunn
Powzi, said his forces were
holding "10,000 Taliban fight-
ers and about 100 of their high
ranking officials.”

Powzi said the Taliban was
carrying out air raids on its po-
sitions and warned it would kill
prisoners if it continued.

"If the Taliban continues to
bombard our positions in the
north, the life of those prison-
ers will be in danger," he said.

The Taliban was under at-
tack in at least three northern
provinces, according to foreign
residents in the area. There was
fighting in Balk, Samangan
and Kunduz, where just last
week the Taliban white flags

were flying.
Powzi said the Taliban had
lost control of all three

ﬁmwnccs, but it appeared the
ghting was eontinuing.

The Taliban rule the south-
ern two-thirds of Afghanistan
before sweeping into the north
last week in an alliance with
ethnic Uzbek soldiers who had
toppled northern warlord
Rashid Dostum.

But the alliance fell apart
when the Taliban tried to dis-
arm its new allies and force its
strict brand of Islamic rule.

Most of northern
Afghanistan is inhabited by the
country's minority ethnic

roups, the Uzbeks, Tajiks,
Shi'ite and Ismaili Muslims.

The Taliban by comparison
belong to the country's majority
Pashtun ethnic group.

The Taliban retreated from
Mazar-e-Sharif of Wednesday,

just five days after their troops

poured in without a fight. It was
the first time the Taliban were
forced out of a city it had cap-

tured.

At least 300 Taliban soldiers
were killed in the bloody two-
day battle between the Taliban
and its former Uzbek allies.

\ sign

Russia, Ukraine
agree to sign
friendship treaty

KIEV, May 31: The presidents
of Russia and Ukraine met
Saturday before the scheduled
signing of a friendship treat
that Boris Yeltsin has said will
bring “"enormous political
force” to bear in improvin
relations between the neigh-
i%uﬂng Slavic nations, reports

After laying wreaths at a
rain-soaked Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier and speaking to
World War Il veteran in Kiev,
Yeltsin and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Leonid Kuchma were slated
to talk for 45 minutes and then

what they call "the big
treaty” on [riendship.

"Without a doubt I consider
this a historic event," Kuchma
said Frida{ after an initial
meeting with Yeltsin, who had
postponed his first official visit
to Kiev and the friendship
treaty signing six times since he
was first invited more than
three years .

The lon aggclay was largely
prompted the ongoing dis-

ute over the former Soviet
glack Sea Fleet and particu-
larly the status of its main base,
the Crimean Peninsula port of
Sevastopol, which became part
of an independent Ukraine
when the Soviet Union col-

lapsed in 1991.
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[raqi Oil Minister Amer Mohamed Rashid announces to

reporters,

in Baghdad, that Iraq has se far

Fnd_af_,
exported 120 million barrels of crude oil since a UN oil-

for-food deal came into effect in

December. Under UN

resolution 986, Iraq can sell 2 billion dollars werth of oil
every six months under tight international contrel to

raise money for food and m

icine,

— AFP/UNB photo

Turkish generals to ask [SSREREE

PM to report on steps
to curb radical Islam

ANKARA, Turkey, May 31:
Turkey's tnﬁ generals on Satur-
day will ask the Islamic prime
minister to give them a progress
report on carrying out their or-
ders to curb radical Islam, re-
ports AFP.

The powerful National Secu-
rity Council, which brings to-
gether military and govern-
ment leaders, will hold its
monthly meeting amid rising
tensions between the Islamic
government and secularists.

The Council on February
ordered Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan to halt his
moves at giving Islam a higher
profile in Turkey's public life
and to take measures against
radical Islamic movements.

Erbakan and his Islamic
Welfare party have generally
resisted the directives, which
include reduci education in
religious schools from six to
three years.

Some analysts fear the mili-
tary's unhappiness with him

coubd agoup. The mili-
tary ichy geeg itself as the
guardiain of. Turkey's 'secular
traditions, has staged three

BRIEFLY

coups since 1960.

The tensions are also wear-
ing on the True Path party, the
junior partner in Erbakan's
coalition government.

Yeltsin declares

his salary, wealth

MOSCOW, May 31: President
Boris Yeltsin declared his
salary and personal wealth
Friday in what he hnged was an
example in the fight against
corruption among civi
vants, reports AFP.

Yeltsin, who signed a decree
on May 15 obliging state offi-
cials to declare their wealth,
earned 243 million roubles (43,
000 dollars) in 1996 in salary.
bank interest and book sales. a
presidency statement said.

The Russian president also
owns property worth an esti-
mated 210,00 dollars, the
statement said.

Some of his money has been
glaced in an account with the
SHerbank, the Russian savings
bank. '

SCr-

New 1nt'l envoy

Former Spanish foreign minister

in Bosnia :

rlos Westendorp will be the

new international envoy in Bosnia, countries charged with
overseeing the implementation of peace there agreed on Friday,

AFP reports from Sintra.

ish 2nd nat'l lan

in Thailand:

Thai Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh promised to make
English and "computer speak” the second and third national
languages after Thai, Xinhua reports from Bangkok.

havalit made the pledge during the police cadet academy's

annual meeting in Bangko
ministry's budget woul

Friday. He also said the education
be greatly increased next year. Chavalit

said all of the country's problems could be eradicated if all

Thais had equal access to a %
(4]

average times spent at scho
half years.

Chernom

premier Viktor

ood education, addin

that the
in Thailand is only five-and-a-

in to visit US, China: russian

hernomyrdin will make working visits to the

United States and China at the end of June, the Interfax agency
reported Friday, AFP reports from Moscow.,

Chernomyrdin will travel to New York to attend the closed
session of the UN General Assembly, and then travel directly on

to China.

Thai ex-general jailed for 30 yrs:

A former generali

n the Royal Thai Armm

has been sentenced to

30 years and five months in prison for his role in a heroin

snu

g conspiracy, AP reports from Eugene.

anad Paktipatt, 58, a former member of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces Supreme Command, was convicted July 26 1996

of conspiring to imgurt 107
from Thailand to the Unit

ounds (48.5 kilograms) of heroin
ed States. Paktipatt, then an active

member of the Thai military, masterminded the operation, US
District Judge Michael Hogan said Friday.

Honduran president accused of corruption :
Former President Rafael Leonardo Callejas, himself facing
corruption allegations, has accused his successor of being

involved in a r1hassive
Tegucigalpa, Hondurans.

passport scam, AP reports from

President Carlos Roberto Reina "is neither moral nor eth-
ical,” Callejas told reporters Friday, urging that courts call the

president and his two brothers to testify in the
scandal. Callejas did not detail his allegations
Reina brothers, but said they had benefite

passport
ainst the
from a 1990 law, in

effect during Callejas’ administration, that for 18 months
legalised the sale of Honduran passports for 25,000 dollars
each. Some 2,000 people took advantage of the programme.

Regaining HK China’s proudestevent in its history

HONG KONG, May 31 : Of all
the phrases coined to define a
city, none seems as apt as Hong
Kong's : "a borrowed place, liv-
U'ng on borrowed time", reports
AF.

On the first of July, 156
yeats after it became a part of
the British Empire, the bor-
rowec| place is being returned to
China in a social, political and
econonlic undertaking so vast
that even the oldest of Old
China.H.ands can only guess
how it wili all turn out.

For Asi:\ and the West, the
change of flags will be a defin-
ing momen! : China, once
humbled and bullied by the as-
cendant West, will recover a
piece of the motherland that
was ripped fron\ its grasp in
1841 and transformed into a
stand reproach to its tur-
moil backwardi.\ess.

Poised to become a super-

wer in the 21st century,

hina will treat the change of

sovereignty as one of the proud-
est events in its history. The
West will wish China and Hong
Kong well — and hold its breath.

It is counting on the Beijing
regime to keep all its promises
of what is not going to happen.
Hong Kong is not going to be
communist, the promises say. It
is not going to lose its freedom
of speech, religion, travel,
press. It is not g to hand its
efficient civil service over to
communist appointees. The
People's Liberation Army will
not patrol the streets.

Hong Kong, it is promised,
will keep its separate, British
legal system, t down to the
wigs on the judges' heads. It will
keep control of the finances
that have made it Asia's finan-
cial powerhouse.

|l that is in the constitu-
tion China has written for post-
colonial Hong Kong, starting
with : "The socialist system and
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opposition Democratic Union for Social
rotest Friday against self-proclaimed President Laurent-Desire Kabila
IEI'ELHEE look on. Kabila was sworn in as

head
owers by

— AFP/UNB photo

Lankan minister's son under probé

for alleged involvement in murder

Sugceswara Senadhira writes from Colombo

Colombo, May 30 - The son
of a senior Sri Lankan minister
has been taken into investiga-
tive custody for his alleged con-
nection with a sensational
murder, putting an end to weeks
of speculation and rumours
over alleged attempts at cover-
up.

5 Lohan Ratwatte, son of En-
ergy and Power Minister Anu-
ruddha Ratwatte, is a suspect in
the murder of Papua New
Guinea rugger coach Joel Pera
in Colombo on May 1. A local
magistrate remanded him to
investigative custody till June
4.

The case is being clnsclg fol-
lowed by Sri Lankans and the

ple of Papua New Guinea as

inister Ratwatte is a relative
of President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga and Prime Minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike. News
of the murder had sent shock
waves through the sports and
political circles in the capital,
where Pera was a popular so-
cialite, and in Papua New
Guinea. i

Immediately after the May 1
murder ih Colombo's top ¢asino
club, r newspapers reports,

quoting eyewitnesses. said Lo-
han Ratwatte and his body-
guards were present at the time
of the shooting.

An eyewitness was quoted as
saying that a few minutes be-
fore the killing, Joel Pera had
an argument with Bobby de
Silva, son of the casino owner,
and Lohan Ratwatte, who is a
close friend of de Silva. Police
arrested three suspects includ-
ing a shareholder of the casino.
but did not initially apprehend
either Bobby or Ratwatte. A few
days later de Silva surrendere«

Colombo police chiel
D.M.T.H. Dissanayake, who
was supervising investigation
in the case, said Lohan Ratwatte
telephoned him and offered to
give the fullest cooperation.
"But we do not have any evi-
dence to show Lohan Ratwatte s
involvement in the killing," he
said. "Hence there is no reason
for us to record a statement
from him."

However pressure from the
public and the government of
Papua New Guinea mounted ang
the Criminal Inﬁestigat!ﬁ‘ﬁg
Departmetit {CID) took over ' the:
probe from the Celembo police.

On May 28 the opposition asked
in Parliament why Lohan Rat-
watte was not arrested. An op-

sition spokesman said a no-
confidence motion would be
tabled against Minister Rat-
watte over the issue.

On the same day vis-
ited the Ratwatte residences in
Colombo and Kandy, but failed
to find Lohan. That night how-
ever the minister's son surren-
dered and was remanded to
custody yesterday. .

Quoting the Sri Lankan
Commissioner in Canberra, Mr
Elmo Seneviratne, the ministry
said, "There have been no
threats, damage to vehicles,
grupert or bodily injury to any

ri lankan residents in Papua
New Guinea."

The minis however ad-
mitted that some Sri Lankan
families had to be evacuated
from the Mt. Hagen area, the
birth place of Joel , as there
was some fension during the
time of the funeral. "But they
have returned to their homes

and the sitt
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‘ Noble peace laureates sign code

of conduct on arms sales

Suman Guha Mozumder writes from New York

A group of Noble Peace lau-
reates, including the Dalai
Lama, have signed a code of
conduct for international arms
sales that would make it diffi-
cult for countries with bad
democratic and human rights
records to buy arms.

The "International Code of
conduct on Arms Transfers’
was signed here yesterday to en-
sure a "comprehensive, interna-
tional effort to monitor and
regulate international arms
transfers for the benefit of hu-
mankind."

At a ceremony at the Cathe-
dral of St John the Divine, Dr
Oscar Arias, a Nobel Peace lau-
reate and former President of
Costa Rica, launched the initia-
tive on arms transfer control,
which has been "fully endorsed”
by 11 Nobel laureates, includi
Archbishop Desmond Tutu o
South Africa.

The code, once implemented,
would obligate governments to
uphold internationally recog-
nised standards of democracy,
human rights and peaceful in-
ternational relations.

Arias said the code, prepared
by the commission of Nobel
Laureates, would require arms
exports to be based on in-
ternationally recognised stan-
dards of human rights, democ-
racy and peaceful international
relations. "Once in effect, this
code would prevent undemo-
cratic governments from build-
ing sophisticated arsenals,” he
said.

"As we approach the turn the
century, our common future is
threatened by regional conflict
and arms races that are raging

around the world. The people of
Somalia, Chechenya and Pak-
istan can all attest to the fact
that the end of the Cold War has
not brought the political stabil-
ity to all regions of the world,"
Mr Arias said before signing the
code.

About 700 people gathered at
the century-old cathedral, the

largest in the world, to witness
the momentous event. It was

NY City imposes
ban on Myanmar

NEW YORK, May 31: New
York on Friday became the
eleventh US cily to impose
sanctions on Myanmar, as
Mayor Rudy Giuliani signed a
law barring contracts with
companies operating in the
military-ruled country, reports
AFP.

The "Burma Law," which
takes effect in 30 days, passed
the City Council without dis-
sent on May 15. Giuliani's office
had opposed the measure, but a
two-thirds majority in the
council would have overridden
a veto.

"We want to see major
changes in Burma," Giuliani
said Friday, describing condi-
tions in there as "beyond what
the human conscience can tol-
erate."

Critics of the Junta that has
ruled Myanmar since 1988 have
long viewed such a ban in New
York City, the US financial cap-
ital and seat of the United Na-
tions, as major symbolic vic-
tory.

broadcast live via satellite
throughout North America.

Those present at the Cathe-
dral included U.S. Reps. Cyn-
thia Mckinney, Benjamin
Gilman, Mr Elie Wiesel and Ms
Betty Williams (both Nobel
Peace laureates). "The 11.5. as a
world leader must do better and
put an end to dictators' licence
Lo kill,"” Ms Mckinney said.

"World leaders must make
human security the priority for
the 21st century. In contrast to
the traditional concept of secu-
rity linked to military capacity
and economic power, human
security represents the degree to
which human beings are pro-
tected from ignorance, sick-
ness... neglect and persecution,”
Mr Arias said.

"Until the demands for hu-
man security are met, discord
will continue to boil in all re-
gions of the world, periodically
escalating into violent con-
frontations," he added.

The code of conduct, Mr
Arias said, has been supported
by former president of the erst-
while Soviet-Union Michael
Grobachev who said, "The ini-
tiative is critical in this time of
continuing 1nstabilit¥.“

Former U.S. resident
Jimmy Carter has described the
initiative as a "critically im-
portant step towards definin
moral benchmarks which al
countries in the world can and
ﬂhq}&% ﬂﬂ}::e l%gtlg.ls%ﬁind anger..
and problems are bound to oc-
cur. But we must find a way to
overcome problems without vi-
olence,” he said.

— India Abroad News Service

| killed during

Clinton urged to

ensure China’s
MEN status

WASHINGTON, May 31:

' Former national security advi-

sor Brent Scowcroft Friday
urged President Bill Clinton to
make it clear he is determined
to fend off any efforts by
Congress to revoke China's
Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
trading status, reports AFP,

"The president should act
decisively to take MFN off the
political agenda for the next 12
months, said Scowcroft, who
was national security advisor
in the Gerald Ford and George
Bush administration.

Indonesian army
capture 30 rebels
in East Timor

DILI, May 31 : The army has
captured 30 rebels in Easl
Timor after a series of pre-elec-
tion attacks that killed as
many 22 people, AE«::n‘lir:u: said

| Saturday, reports

Residents described the at-

| tacks as the worst episode of

violence in years in the former
Portuguese colony, where rebels
have been fighting for indepen-
dence since Indonesia invaded
in 1975.

Four rebels were reported
the attacks
Wednesday, a day before In-
donesians voted for a new par-
liament., Despite the violence,
many East Timorese voted
Thursday as thousands of police
and soldiers patrolled the
territory.

The rebels captured included
18 in Dili, the East Timor, 10 in
the town of Los Palos and two in
Ainaro, East Timor police chief
Col. Jusuf Mucharam told The
Associated Press.
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| Aid workers ready to send

food for Tamil civilians

COLOMBO., May 31: Reliel
workers Saturday prepared to
send food trucks to tens of thou-
sands of Tamil civilians dis-
placed by the military's latest
offensive in northern Sri
Lanka, officials said. reports
AP. p

Preparations began after the
Defence Ministry approved a
Red Cross request to escort the
food trucks to regions that are
still under Tamil rebel control
said Kandiah Ganesh, a gov-
ernment administer in north-
ern Vavuniya Towrn.

Initially, 12 trucks loaded
with 120 tons of rice will be sent
to Kilinochchi. The military
has closed the highway to the
north since the offensive began
on May 13, halting the daily
convoy of 40 trucks that carry
food to half a million displaced
Tamils.

The military is trying to
wrest control of a 80-kilometre
(55-mile) highway to the iso-
lated Jaffna Peninsula. Control
of the highway would open a
land route to the area, at pre-
sent accessible only by air and
sea.

"Depending on the ability of
trucks in uncleared areas, 40
trucks are ted to be sent on
Sunday with rice and flour,"
said Ganesh, contacted by tele-
phone. Trucks from rebel-held
regions will drive up to a border
village of Parayanlankulam,
where supplies are check by
soldiers and loaded.

The Red Cross had earlier of-
fered to escort the food trucks
after local relief workers ex-
pressed concern about food sup-
plies for Tamils displaced by
the fighting.

The fighting has forced tens
of thousands of Tamil civilians

to flee into the riungles. The
rebels claim that "women, men
and children are crying with
hunger and are fear-stricken.”

The government has dis-
missed the rebels claims and
accused the guerillas of siphon-
ing off substantial amount of
food that was regularly sent to
the displaced people.

Independent accounts are
not available since government
has barred journalists from the
area and there are no commu-
nication links to the area.

The rebels are fighting for a
homeland for minority Tamils,
who account for 18 per cent of
Sri Lanka's 18 million people.

Canada to elect

new parliament
Monday

OTTAWA, May 31: Canadi-
ans will elect a new parliament
and government on Monday
following a six-week election
campaign which has been re-
markable for its blandness, re-

ports AFP.

No single issue gripped the
party | rs nor the electorate
in a poll which has been called
one and a half years earlier
than required under the consti-
o 1l ted be

inion polls sugges -
fore t%e campaign that 60
per cent of the voters did not
want an election now and noth-
ing appears to have changed in
that regard.

The only certainty at the
start of the campaign was that
Prime Minister Jean Chretien
and his governing Liberal Party
would be returned to power for a
second mandate.

policies will not be practiced in

Hong Kong.”

So why the misgivings?
Because, say doubters like

democracy crusader Martin Lee,

China is already showing signs

of imposing its authoritarian

ways.

The incoming, Beijing-ap-
proved government that will
rule a semi-autonomous Ho
Kong already speaks of curbing
dissent on matters dear to Chi-
na's heart, such as its rule of Ti-
bet and claim on Taiwan.

Criticism of Chinese leaders
— the stuff of Hong Kong's bois-
terous daily give-and-take —
will be taboo, Chinese leaders
have indicated.

China is replacing the
elected legislature with a tem-

orary, largely self-selected
Bodr. It is rolling back some
civil liberates laws %nveming
the right to hold rallies, form

pqliucal parties and accept for-

eign donations.

China's supporters reply
that these actions are being
misunderstood.

They say that the legislature
had to go because it was elected
under rules China never con-
sented to, but that all parties,
even Lee and his Democrats,
will be free to run for a new,
elected legislature in mid-1998.

They say the civil liberties
changes will merely restore
laws the British amended with-
out China's agreement.

Tung Chee-hwa, the shipping
coon who will succeed the last
ritish governor July 1, main-

tains that Hong Kong society
has become polarized in the last
ears of British rule and needs a
reathing space in which to fo-
cus on pressing problems like
housing and welfare.

But Hong Kong is a society
made up largely of refugees
from communism, who are in-
stinctively skeptical of any-

thing emanating from Beijing.

It's hard for many Hong
Kong people, as it is for West-
erners, to im
government allowing a free-
thinking, pluralist capitalist
society to exist within its op-
pressive embrace.

China has its suspicions, too
: that Hong Kong will export its
democratic ideas across the
border; that its freedoms will
lead other Chinese provinces to
demand the same; that Western
governments and human rights
organisations will use their
easy access to Hong Kong to
destabilise China.

The origin of the "borrowed
lace" phrase is unknown, but it
as applied ever since 1898,

when the British took a 99-year
lease on the New Territories to
give Hong Kong a hinterland.

That lease, later to be ap-

plied retroactively to the whole
of the colony and its 235 is-

e a communist

lands, set the clock ticking. It
meant that sooner or later
China and Britain would have
to start thinking about what to
with Hong Kong.

The year 1984 saw the mo-
ment of truth, when Britain and
China signed the treaty that
will be img‘ljemtntnd at mid-
night June 30.

The 13-year time lag has
served both sides well as a kind
of mental decompression
chamber in which to prepare
for reunification.

The border has opened to
millions of long-separated
Chinese to discover each other.
it has ushered in armies of
Hong Kong and Chinese busi-
ness people looking to invest in
each other's economies. Hon
Kong has gained an industria
heartland, and China has found
a place in which to hone cagl-
talist skills long stifled
communist dogma.

_'Ta]ks won't be connected to
food aid to DPRK

WASHINGTON, May 31: The
proposal for four-party peace
talks to replace the armistice
between North and South Korea
should not be connected in any
way with food aid to North Ko-
rea, according to Charles Kart-
man, acting assistant secretary
of state for East Asian and Pa-
cific affairs, reports AP.

"Our policy and our view was
that we should deal with the
humanitarian needs in North
Korea on the humanitarian ba-
sis. It is the North Korean side
that has tried to create link-
ages, and we have tried to avoid
that," Kartman said at a May 29
news briefing at USIA's Foreign
Press Centre.

Kartman said that the pro-

al for four-party peace talks
mwmn the United States,
China, North Korea and South
Korea "is still on the table” but
added that "the prindipal stum-
bling block has the North
Korean insistence on linking

some form of commitment on
the subject of food aid.”

“We have not rejected their
(the North Koreans) aﬁrpeal to
talk about food; quite the oppo-
site." he said. "But we have not
allowed the peace talks, as a
proposal, to be overtaken or
overshadowed by this North
Korean priority."

Another issue complicating
food aid to North Korea is the
lack of transparency in that
country, according to Kartman.

"The North Koreans them-
selves could do so much to assist
this simply by opening
themiselves up to more interna-
tional observation, more moni-
toring.” he said. "But because
the country remains very
closed, the full dimensions of
the food shortage in North Ko-
rea are not known with any
precision, and so there's a range
of opinion about this
that 1 believe is adding to confu-
sion.”



