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BNP

chairperson and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia

at the

photo exhibition marking the death anniversary of president Ziaur Rahman organised by
JASAS at the Shilpakala Academy in the city yesterday.

EC provided Tk 100cr
to jute, tea sectors

Bangladesh has so lar re-
ceived about Tk 100 crore from
the European Community for
the tea and jute sectors under
the community's programine
for providing compensation for
export (Compex) earning reduc-
tion, reports B5SS.

Brieling newsman at a city
hotel, the local European
Commission (EC) delegation of-
ficials said Bangladesh was one
of the few Asian and Latin
American countries to receive
such aid from the community
for improving its export per-
formance in potential goods.

The major project which was
financed from the Compex was
an appraisal of the jute sector.
The appraisal enable Interna-
tional Development Agency
(IDA) to extend to Bangladesh
200 million US dollars in the
jute sector as adjustment credit.

In the tea sector, the Com-
pex-funded projects initially
complemented the actions un-
dertaken in "tea rehabilitation
project” by the Community and
United Kingdom.

The projects include tea es-
tate link roads with bridges,
preventive health care for tea
estate workers, construction of
earth dames and supply of irri-

ation s?rinkling equipment
or tea plantations and nurs-
eries and sales promotions for
Bangladesh tea abroad.

A "tea development finance"
project in also envisaged for

British study
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"Huge bank loans crowd out
more worthy borrowers and
subsidised prices crowd out
more efficient actual potential
competitors,” he said. The
British envoy also pointed out
the "real shortage” of manage-
ment skill in the country.

Access to loan finance is not
a major problem at this level,
although there must be concern
about the provision of equity
finance following the events of
last autumn, he. said in a
oblique reference to the recent
capital market turmoil.

Pointing at the reform pro-
grammes, Walker said the re-
sgonaﬂ of the private sector to
the reforms has not been par-
ticularly outstanding and has
been insufficient to make seri-
ous inroads into poverty.

Despite industrial growth
and increase in private in-
vestment, the GDP growth rate
remained below 5 per cent, he
said. "This means private in-
vestment will have to increase.
Currently, it lags behind the
regional levels."

The British high commis-
sioner said the Overseas Devel-
opment Administration, re-
named as the Department for
International Development,
has helped the private sector in
past and wants to continue to do
S0

Earlier, Vice-president of
FICCI H Tweed welcomed
the Briti envoy and said

adesh and Britain have
excellent bilateral economic
and cultural relations since the
independence of Bangladesh.

Banking hours
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bles for itself and all other

scheduled banks in the country.
All banks will operate from

Sunday to Thursday. They will
work between 8:30 am to 5 pm
with a break for lunch from 1

m to 1:45 pm, according to a

B 'Ew release.
The banks will transact
business between 8:30 am to

2:30 pm. Internal ements
will be made for transactions

providing loans for invest-
ments in the tea gardens and
factories for increasing yield
and improving quality as well
as for improved labour housin

and sanitation. Provision o
education facilities — primary,
secondary and vocational for
children of tea sector employees
and workers is also envisaged.

The EC officials said that at
present, the money was being
disbursed with an approach to
improve the tea producing
community as a whole but in fu-
ture the EC might think of ex-
tending loan to the individual
exporters of tea.

The briefing was organised
by the Bangladesh Centre for
Development Journalism and
Communication (BCDJC). Head
of delegation of the European
Commission in Bangladesh
Ambassador Michael Drury, EC
delegation Counsellor Alain
Ruche, and EC delegation Eco-
nomic and Information Office
ZH Razi, spoke on the occasion
and briefed the participants on
the European unions institu-
tions and their activities.

] udgement
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Moudud Ahmed, said a minis-
ter, who is not an MP, can't
make any statement relating to
matters outside his ministry.

Barrister Moudud said Arti-
cle 73(A) of the Constitution re-
stricts making of any statement
by a minister, who is not an
MP, outside his ministry and as
such delegation of power to
make a statement by Dr Alam-

ir in connection with the
rime Minister's office was
completely unconstitutional.

Appearing for the govern-
ment, Attorney General Barris-
ter KS Nabi said the matter is
related to parliament and the
Speaker is the only authority to
interfere in the matter and the
High Court has no jurisdiction
to interfere in the affairs of the
parliament.

The Attorney General fur-
ther said the Speaker has taken
up the matter and not yet given
any decision on it. Therefore,
the matter still is subjudice
within the parliament.

The High Court can't inter-
fere in a subjudice matter of a
parliament and it can't be
dragged to the court, he said.

Clarification

By Staff Correspondent

M A Noor, lawyers for Dr
Nazrul Islam, Chairman of So-
ciology Department of the
Dhaka University, in a clarifi-
cation to a news item headlined
'DU teacher asked to pay Tk
135000 to his estranged wife,'
published in The Daily Star
yesterday said the information
was 'materially incorrect.’

He said the First Assistant
Judge, Dhaka, ordered "defen-
dant to pay to the plaintiff her
dower at 30,001 and Taka
3,000 per month for three
months of the [iddat riod
that is Taka 9,000 in all." The
court further ordered the de-
fendant to pay past mainte-
nance of his two children at the
rate of Taka 3,000 each per
month from July, 1996 to Ma
'97 that is Taka 66,000 in all
and the future maintenance at
the rate of Taka 3,000 each per
month but no future mainte-
nance for the plaintiff.

The claim allowed by the
court is, therefore, Taka
1,05,001 as ainst Taka
5,55,000 claimed by the defen-
dant, he said, and added that

the Judge also found that the

during the recess from 1 pm to  divorce given by the defendant
1:45 pm, the press release said. was effective.
| Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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Anniversary
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The programmes include
hnisﬁn% of black flag and Na-
tional Flag at half-mast atop
the party central office, Khatm-
e-Quran at the mazar of Zia and
the party office in the morning,
and placing wreaths at the
mazar at 9 am.

On the occasion, BNP thana
and ward offices in the city will
also arrange milad mahfils,

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia, and central lead-
ers of the party will distribute
sweetmeats among the desti-
tutes at different places in the
city.

A discussion meeting on the
life of Ziaur Rahman will be
held at the Shilpakala
Academy auditorium at 4 pm.
Begum Zia will attend the func-

Khaleda
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party leaders and workers to
resist the government's 'ill de-
sign' and added that agitation
rogrammes to that end would
announced soon.

Speaking on the occasion,
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan claimed some
6,000 people including political
activists were detained by the
government under the Special
Powers Act. Of the cases, 5,000
had no merits or grounds for de-
tention, he added.

Mannan Bhuiyan also
charged the government with
attempting to destroy the judi-
ciary by making aspersive
comments about the High Court
judges, sponsoring attacks on
the Supreme Court building and
destroying rule of law in the
country.

Chief Whip of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Khandakar
Delwar Hossain, Shamsul Is-
lam Khan, MP, Ziaur Rahman
Khan, MP, Rahmat Ali, Mak-
sudur Rahman, Abdur Razzak,
Shahiduddin Ahmed and oth-
ers also addressed the joining
programme.

Blue Panel
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muddin, Dr Tofael Ahmed
Chowdhury, Nasreen Ahmed,
Dr Mahtab Uddin Ahmed, Dr
Mohammad Anwar Hossain, Dr
Mohammad Abdul Azim, Dr
Abdul Mannan, Dr Ashraf Ud-
din Chowdhury, Dr Mostafa
Chowdhury, Dr Shahadat Ali,
Dr Hossain Mansur, Dr Mo-
hammad Moniruzzaman, Dr
Mohabbat Khan, Dr Rajib Hu-
mayun, Sharifullah Bhuiyan,
Dr Shahid Akter Hossain, Dr

Sultana Shafi and Syed Gia-

suddin Ahmed.

The White panel candidates
elected to the Senate are: Dr
AFM Yusuf Haider, Dr Abu
Ahmed, Dr AKM Sirajul Islam
Khan, Nurul Amin Bepari and
Rashedul Hasan.

The teacher representatives
elected from the Pink panel are:
Prof Saad Uddin, Prof Abdul
Momin Chowdhury and Prof
Aminul Islam.

Voting started at 9 am and
continued till 1 pm. A total of
909 votes were cast.

Two senators were selected
through toss as four candidates

the same tally 309. Of the
two, one came from the White
panel and the other from the
Blue panel.

AIDS cases
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AIDS. This is disgraceful for
our country,” says Rajja.

Mona Lisa, 19, :
She says whilemte peo-

ple know better, su titious
villagers need more events like
this one to get the

But some scientists ;argue:
you need more than words to
stop the spread of HIV.

Awareness is not enough,”

.said Maurice Bloem. "You need

to create an environment where

people can start talking about

sex and sexuality. We're talking

about empowerment, especially

fbcir the groups that are vulnera-
E‘_"

Bloem says the stigma at-
tached to HIV and AIDS drives
the problem und und, mak-
ing it very difficult for health-
care workers to reach people
who need treatment,
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Bangladesh sets up
internet home page

Bangladesh has stepped into
the information superhighway
by launching a web page on the
internet earlier this month,
reports UNB.

The permanent Mission of
Bangladesh to the United Na-
tions here has posted its home
page, becoming Bangladesh
government's first office to put
up its presence on the internet,
said a message received here
yesterday.

Bangladesh's presence on the
web will make information in-
stantly accessible to more than
50 million internet users aro-
und the world. It will be helpful
in projecting Bangladesh to a
much larger audience world-
wide, the message added.

BCL activist
shot dead
-
in Ctg
CHITTAGONG, May 29: A
Chhatra League activist was
shot dead by rivals at village
Binajuri in Fatikchhari thana
of the district early today, re-
ports UNB.
Police and witnesses said 5-6
nmen called Zahiruddin Mo-
ammad Babar out of his home
at 1 am, took him to the nearby

Binajuri canal and shot him to
death.

Being informed police recov-
ered the body this moming and
sent it to the Chittagong Medi-
cal College Hospital.

Police said a murder case
had been pending against the
deceased with Raozan thana.

Ershad threatens

withdrawal of
support from govt

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad yesterday warned of a
movement and withdrawal of
support from the government if
cases filed against his party
leaders and workers were not
withdrawn, reports UNB.

"We have to think about
movement and shall be com-
pelled to withdraw the support
if the false cases filed during
BNP regime were not withdrawn
and repression continued on
leaders and workers in the
name of the cases," he said.

Addressing a gathering near
Dhaka Central Jail at Naz-
imuddin Road, the former
president once again charged
the BNP with unleashing a
reign of terror against JP lead-
ers and activists and filing false
cases while it was in power
from 1991 to '96.

Ershad himself went to a
special court adjacent to the
central jail where hearing of a
case against him was held in
the morning. '

BISTEC
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ment of Economic Affairs, said
the proposal., which aims to
form a trade chain around the
Bay of Bengal, would partially
circumvent two "mutually ex-
clusive trading zones."

"SAARC wants to establish
free trade by 2001 and ASEAN
2003," he said. "The natural
thing to do would be to build a
bridge."

He added: "UNDP and ESCAP
have promised to fund prejects
within the new grouping. We are
talking about 200 million US
dollars initially.”

Wage Board
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Press Sramik Federation and
Bangladesh Sangbadpalra
Karmachari Federation held a
meeting with State Minister of
Information Prof Abu Sayeed at
his secretariat office yesterday
afternoon -

They exchanged views on
different issues including the
Fifth Wage Board Award for the
journalists and workers of
newspapers and news agencies.

BFUJ President Igbal Sob-
han Chowdhury, Secretary
General Abul Kalam Azad, DUJ
Vice-President Akhter Ahmed
Khan, General Secretary Azizul
Islam Bhuiyan, Press Sramik
Federation Secretary General
Bazlur Rahman and Sangbad-
patra Karmachari Federation
President Kamruzzaman Khan
were present at the meeting.

"This site is designed to give

an overview of Bangladesh's ac-
tivity at the UN in context of
its national policies and prior-
ities.," said Ambassador An-
warul Karim Chowdhury in a
message to the internet users.
*  The Permanent Representa-
tive of Bangladesh to the UN
further mentioned that Bang-
ladesh had been a key players at
the world body since it ame a
full member of the UN in
September 1974,

The contents of the web site
cover a media area of subjects of
interest to the global commu-
nity including the policy state-
ments made at the last session
of the UN General Assembly by
the Prime Minister, Foreign
Minister and others.

The web site is constructed
and wholly maintained the
Bangladesh mission itself. The
uniform resource locator (URL)
of the site is HTTP/WWW,
IINDP. ORG/MISSIONS/
BANGLADESH.

Tripura team in
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, May 29: A
14-member delegation compris-
ing tribal refugees and govern-
ment officials from India ar-
rived here today to see the reha-
bilitation process of Chakma
returnees, reports UNB.

The delegation members, led
by refugee leader Ranjit Nara-
van Tripura, include 11 refugee
representatives and three
officials — District Magistrate
of South Tripura and Sub-
Divisional Officers of Sabroom
and Amarpur Sub-divisions.

After entering the Bangla-
desh territory through Ramgar
thanaghat, crossing the river
Feni, the delegation visited
Sonaiasha, uddhopara,
Jaliapara, Tabalchhari and
Matiranga area to observe the
Chakma refugee rehabilitation
process.

The Indian team members
talked to the Chakma re-
turnees, enquired about their
well-being and expressed satis-
faction over the measures un-
dertaken by the government to
rehabilitate the refugees. Local
officials were present.

Later in the evening at Ram-
gar Rest House, Deputy Com-
missioner of Khagrachhari
Mohammad Ismail briefed the
visiting Indian delegation on
the entire process of tribal
refugee rehabilitation.

Chairman of the task force
on refugee Kalparanjan Chak-
ma MP, Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner Sakhawat
Hossain Khan, Awami League
leader Ataur Rahman Khan
Kaiser and Khagrachhari Local

Government Council Chairman .

Samiran Dewan were present.

Probe delayed
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Airport before take-off last Fri-
day night.

Mahbub, a garments em-
plovee and son of Moazzem of
Swrupkathi in Pirojpur, was
found dead in the wheel car-
riage when the Biman airbus
landed at the Rivadh airport
early Saturday.

A senior Biman official said
last night that 95 per cent work
of the probe committee had
been completed.

UNB adds: Biman enquiry
commitlee is learnt to have
blamed security leakage at the
airport for Mahbub's boarding
the airbus.

Sources close to the commit-
tee said the five-member probe
body also found that Mahbub
had boarded the flight from the
runway of Zia International
Airport where it stopped in-be-
tween flood light numbering
641 and 642 for 1.21 minutes.

The nearest security post of
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) is only 350
vards ol the place where the
airbus had stopped before the
final takeofl, the sources said,
adding that Mahbub had en-
tered the runway through Bau-
nia village adjacent to the run-
Way.
"The time is also enough for
one boarding the hold of the
airbus through the wheels," said
a Biman cfficial mentioning
their dummy demonstration in
which they observed one person
had taken only 30 seconds to
board in such way.
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in Faridpur

FARIDPUR, May 29: Four
people were killed in a nor'-
wester that lashed Sadar and
Boalmari thanas of the district
on Wednesday night, reports
UNB.

Police said Rezaul Karim
Master, 60, of Sadar thana and

Laila, 17, Jewel, 13, and A
of Boalmari thana died en

their house collapsed du.ﬂ:ﬁ the
storm that lasted for hall an
lm‘ l.u -

Witnesses said hundreds of
thatched houses were damaged
and a large number of trees up-
rooted by the storm.

Corruption case
proceeding against
Ershad deferred

By Court Correspondent

The proceeding of a corrup-
tion case — Holiday Inn Case —
against former president H M
Ershad was deferred by two
months by the District and Ses-
sions Judge, Dhaka yesterday
following a prayer from the de-
fendant.

The Judge Kazi Golam Rasul,
passed the order as Ershad's
counsel Yusuf Hossain Hu-
mayun prayed for deferral of
the proceeding citing the reason
that co-defendant in the case
former vice gr:sidcnt Moudud
Ahmed had filed a revision pe-
tition in the Court.

The judge also warned the
former president not to enter
the court in future with his sup-
porters staging demonstra-
tions. Some of his faithfuls en-
tered the court after staging a
demonstration on the or
of the court, demanding with-
drawal of the case t the
Jatiya Party chief and some of
the ministers in his regime.

"I know you have many sup-
porters but never in future enter
the court with a procession,”
the judge said.

e case was filed in 1991
accusing the former president
of illegally allotting land for
the Holiday-Inn project.

Sweden Aslam
remanded for

7 more days

Court Correspondent

'Sweden' Aslam arrested in
connection with a number of
cases was taken on remand for
another seven days yesterday.
The CMM's court granted the
remand after he was produced
before the court at the eve of a 7-
day remand.

The Detective Branch of
DMP who took him to the court
premises under heavy police es-
cort wanted ten days' remand.
Aslam was, however, not put
inside the court lock-up but
kept in the police van.

He was not allowed to meet
his lawyer who had obtained
verbal permission from the
court to discuss legal matters
with him, sources in the court
said.

Certificate case
From Page 1

On the basis of the certificate
case the Certificate Officer at-
tached Ershad's Fixed Deposit
of Tk 10 lakh from the Rupali
Bank, Cantonment Branch,
Dhaka, 200 shares of the Na-
tional Tea Company and some
cultivable land in Ranis-
hangkar.

e HC upon the writ peti-
tion issued Rule Nisi on the gov-
ernment and ordered stay of
proceedings of the Certificate
Case.

Advocate Yousuf Hossain
Humayun, Counsel for H M Er-
shad, submitted in the Court
that the president is entitled to
any kind of vehicles including
the helicopter as per the provi-
sions of tﬁe President's Privi-
leges Act, 1975.

| mud and

PM: Loss in publ#ic sector
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measures to harness internal
resources for what we have to
sacrifice a bit for the time be-
ing,” Hasina said adding disci-
pline has to be re-established in
the financial sector to encour-
age savings and investment in
the private sector.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria, President of the Asso-
ciation Prof Wahiduddin Mah-
eneral secretary De-
bapriya Bhattacharya also ad-
dressed the opening session of
the national seminar.

The prime minister said the
huge loss in the public sector
due to corruption and ineffi-
ciency has become a heavy bur-
den on the economy. "We are
always sympathetic to the legit-
imate demands of the workers
and members of the staff in
public sector.”

But, she said, "we will never
allow the wastage of govern-
ment resources for meeting un-
just demands. We will not hesi-
tate to take any stern measures
to arrest the wastage.”

The development of human
resources is an imperative Lo
avail the opportunity of the
market-oriented reforms lead-
ing to the flourishment of ex-
port-oriented and labour-in-
tensive industries, she said.

"We have failed Lo attain the

rate of literacy even now what
the East Asian countries had 20
years back. Besides, an acute
crisis has come up in energy
and power sector including in-
frastructure due to lack of suffi-
cient investment,” she said.
She said her government
wants to move ahead by adopt-
ing short and long-term plans
for development of infrastruc-
ture and flourishment of indus-

try.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria said investment is the
key to increased growth and the
investment should be made in
industrial sector, agriculture,
infrastructure and human re-
source development.

He said poverty alleviation
needs target-oriented specific
programmes and effective
plans. Raising the rate of do-
mestic savings needs to remove
stagnancy in domestic uaﬂngs
and domestic resources mobili-
sation is a key factor to reduce
dependence on foreign aid.

Serious haemorrhage is tak-
ing place in the public sector,
which is sustaining huge loss
years and after years and seri-
ous steps should be taken to ad-
dress the problem, he said.

Regarding banking sector,
the finance minister said the
legal framework is going to be

stronger and tougher tor the re-
vival of the sector.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud
said the politics of agitation
and confrontation is perhaps
the single-most im t fac-
tor that explains the lack of in-
vestors' confidence.

Despite considerable success
in the domestic resources mo-
bilisation, the envisaged accel-
eration in economic growth has
not taken place y because
of a feeble response of private
sector investment, he said.

The renowned economist
said the political parties need to
behave responsibly to arrive at
a minimum consensus about
difficult policy measures to be
taken, such as for domestic re-
source mobilisation or for en-

vironmental protection.

He said the reform measures
are essentially to deal with eco-
nomic crimes that generate
huge illegal incomes, whether it
be from willfully default bank
loans, or electric pilferage, or
corruption in tax administra-
tion, or leakage in public devel-
opment nditure.

Said Prof Mahmud: "We can't
expect free market reforms to

roduce results unless we can
iterally free our market places
from the clutches of illegal toll
collectors.”

PM goes to
Tungipara
today

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGAN.J, May 29: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will

y a two-day visit to Tungipara
Fraum tomorrow. She will arrive

at Tungipara tomorrow at 12:30
m by helicopter. The Prime
Eﬂinintcr and newly elected
executive committee members
of Bangladesh Awami League
will offer fateha and place
wreaths at the majar of the
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. Later, Sheikh Hasina will
attend a milad mahfil at Ban-

gabandhu's mgjar premises

Rail-road barricade

in Natore June 12

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, May 29: The Na-
tore unit of Bangladesh Work-
ers' Federation has announced
it will observe a half-day rail-
road barricade programme on
June 12 in protest against the
decision to sell the 13 sugar
mills in the northern region.

The action programme was
announced of a press confer-
ence.

Addressing the press confer-
ence the trade union leaders
urged the government to with-
draw the decision of privatising
the sugar mills.

M A Jalil Panna, president
of Bangladesh Workers' Federa-
tion, Habib Islam Helal, joint
secretary of Natore unit, Pradip
Kumar Sarkar, vice president
and Shafiqul Islam, CBA leader
spoke at the news conference.

Electoral probe
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ter investigating the irregulari-
ties.

The violation of election
rules include donating money
openly or secretly to any organ-
isations within the con-
stituency or any other organi-
sation; usi overnment rest
houses and bungalows; en-
ga%ing overnment officials
and employees in rally, proces-
sion, meeting and other elec-
tion activities: using public me-

dia and vehicles; conducting
ﬂrumcativﬂ campaign, and in-
uencing the election by using
money, arms and muscle power.
Distribution of posters,
leaflets and handbills, use of
mike, graffiti and setting up of
poll camps will also be consid-
ered as violation of the election
code of conduct and will be sub-

ject to investigation.

The code of conduct and
rules are effective since the an-
nouncement of election sched-
ule till the election day, accord-
ing to the press release.

Rallies banned
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val groups also tried to hold ral-
lies yesterday.

One person was seen being
roughed up before riot police

moved fast to separate the ri-
vals. Later police were posted
there to prevent further trouble.

However, the rivals faced the
police when they prevented
them from confronting each
other. The rivals however re-
treated without making further
trouble.

Another group, condemning
both the rival groups, staged a
separate protest. They termed
both the groups opportunists
and called for maintaining
peace and congenial atmo-
sphere in the seat of the gov-
ernment.

One of the ‘ri{rnups is led by
former leader of the association
Syed Mohiuddin. The other
group is led by Zafar Ahmed
who defeated Syed Mohiuddin
in the recent union elections.

Deportees
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Nurul Islam of Chandpur in-
formed that he had gone to
Saudi Arabia four years ago on
an Umrah visa at a cost of Tk
60,000.

"Earlier, I gave Taka 60,000
to a Iirmkcr who prumiaedbme ;;rf
su a uine visa, but he
chgaptayglgm Egtli then I collected
Umrah visa after selling out my
land,"” Islam said. "I had no
other alternative as | was in a
serious economic hardship
with my family members in-
cluding two sons and two
daughters. | worked in the resi-
dence of a Saudi Sheikh who
paid me only 500 riyals per
month.”

Another deportee Abdul
Khaleque, aged around 70,
whose two legs are crippled,
said, "I went there on an Hajj
visa for begging at Makkah '
Hailing from Chatak, Khaleque
added, "I was picked up by police
while collecting alms from peo-
ple.”

However, the deportees al-
leged that there was a clash on
board the ship between the de-
portees and the ship's crew
when they protested the supply
of poor quantity and quality
food to the .

At least seven persons were
injured in the clash as ship's
staff lobbed tear gas and used
chains and rods to beat the pas-

ncng?'nl. the deportees alleged.
cials said, the injured
were allowed to go home after
being given first aid treatment.

Ruling party
leading in
Indonesian polls

JAKARTA, May 29: Early
figures indicated the ruling
party Golkar was on its way to
an easy victory in a tightly
controlled election held toda
after a violent monthlong cam-
palg'l and deadly rebel attacks
in the troubled territory of East
Timor, reports AP.

Golkar had won 2,359,200
votes out of a total of 2,566,743
counted, about 3 per cent of the
total possible vote of 124 mil-
lion, said Interior Minister Yo-
gie Mement, the election's chief
organiser.

The Muslim orientated
United Development Party won
160,083 votes and the Indone-
sian Democratic Party 47,460.

The three parties are the
only groups allowed by the gov-
ernment of President Suharto
to contest the election for the
Iar%;:gy ceremonial parliament.

al power in Indonesia is
vested in the president and his
Cabinet.

Analysts said that even
though only a small fraction of
the vote had been counted, it
was clear that Golkar's win
would be overwhel ;

The final, official result is
not expected until mid-June.

The announcement of
Golkar's victory was marred
reports that between 14 and 2
people were killed in four sepa-
rate rebel attacks on milit
installations and polling
booths in the disputed territory
of East Timor on Wednesday,

Roundtable
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1
E]y Prime Min?:ﬂfcr Sheikh
asina during her bilateral
meetings with the Prime Min-
isters of India and Pakistan in
the Maldives and both I K Gu-

jral and Nawaz Sharif re-

sponded positively.

The initiative is focussed
entirely on promotion of trade
and economic cooperation in
South Asia and should not be
misconstrued as Bangladesh's
seeking to play any role in the
bilateral relations between In-
dia and Pakistan, said the
spokesman.

N-W region
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for 30 grnjectsi suggested by the
NWADS at the donors meeting
in Dhaka in November this
year.

The donors meeting (po-
pularly known as Paris Con-
sortium meet) will take place in
Dhaka this year for ascer-
taining Bangladesh's aid needs
for fiscal 1997-98.

Urging for private en-
trepreneurs’ participation in
the development process, Cook-
son said Bangladesh needs
some "corrections” in its pre-
sent economic policy.

"Luss-incurrinﬁcsugar mills
should no longer subsidised
by the government,"” he said and
added that the mills should be
privatised.

Cookson, also a leader of the
American Chamber of Com-
merce in Bangladesh, felt that
India should minimise its tariff
and non-tariff barriers to its
neighbouring countries for re-
ducing their trade imbalance
with it.

Kaiser said the government
had plans to include "worth-
while" projects in the Fifth
Five Year Plan.

NWADS projects include
construction of air ports, set-
ting up of export processing
zones, export oriented fruits
and vegetable processing

plants, North West Develop-
ment Finance Corporation, de-
velopment of tourism in the re-
gion and reconstruction of the

Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank.

Holiday
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offices with the adoption of the
two-day weekly holiday.

Expenditures on account of
electricity, fuel, telephone and
water mﬁ come down as a re-
sult of the two-day weekly clo-
sure.

With two-weekly closed
days, transportation of mech-
anised vehicles will be reduced.
It will save public ditures.

The handout said this pro-
cess will also check the envi-
ronment pollution and gradu-
ally increase the process of im-
provement for a pollution-free
environment,

PSC report
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In the administrative cadre,
56 were appointed on the basis
of merit and 69 posts were re-
served for appointment on the
basis of district quota. The last
position to qual?fy for the ad-
ministrative posts on the basis
of merit was 120th while that in
the district quota was 3066th.

The PSC has also suggested
introducing merit quota lor ap-
pointments in the non-gazetted
posts.

At present no appointments

_in non-gazetted posts are made

on the basis of merit. Ten
cent of the vacancies are filled
by the inmates of government
and non-government orphan-
ages and the disabled people.
Ten per cent of the posts are dis-
tributed on regional basis. The
rest are filled on the basis of
quota for freedom fighters,
women, tribals and Ansar and
VDP, the PSC said.



