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High-yielding
variety of jute
evolved

MYMENSINGH, May 26: Sci-
entists of Bangladesh Institute
of Nuclear Agriculture here has
evolved a new variety of jute
that does not flower untimely,
reports UNB.

National Seed Board has al-
ready approved the high-vield-
ing variety, brandnamed 'Bi-
nadeshi Jute-2' for cultivating
all over the country, BINA offi-
cials said vesterday.

The stem of the variety is
ﬁreen in colour and advance

owering does not take place if
it is planted even in the first
week of March.

If untimely flowering takes
place, growth of jute plant is
checked after it attains a height
of nan one foot. This year. out-
put of jute in Khulna region is
apprehended to be less due to
early flowering.

e BINA officials said the
average yield of the new variety
would be 2,793 kg per hectare. It
will alsnl be useful in making

r pulp.
pap’FhE ignuvatiun has been
done by bringing genetic change
in CVL-1 species with the api) i
cation of sodium azide Culti-
vation process is same as of
other varieties of jute.

A retired director of BINA,
CS Saha, it chief scientific offi-
cer KM Shamsuzzaman and sci-
entific officer AD Bhuiyan have
jointly worked to evolve the
new variety.

Matsushita, Indian
Co to set up

joint venture

TOKYO, May 26 : Matsushita
Electric Industrial Co an-
nounced Monday that it will set
up a washing machine company
in India with an Indian com-
pany, a Matsushita
spokeswoman said, reports AP.

Matsushita Washing Ma-
chine India Ltd, capitalized at
2.7 billion yen (23 million dol-
lars), will manufacture and sell
washing machines in Pune
City, lﬁ% kilometres (111 miles]
southeast of Bombay, according
to the spokeswoman.

The new plant is expected to
start operations in July 1998,
with the production estimates
of 60,000 units for the first
year, she said.

Matsushita will take 70 per
cent of the stake and Videocon
Group Shree Dhoot-Tradingand
Agencies, Ltd will hald the reat.

It plafs to empley 120 peo-
ple, according to Matsushita.

US Senator favours
renewal of MEN

status for China

WASHINGTON, May 26:
Failure by the US Congress to
renew China's privileged trad-
ing status will only benefit Bei-
ing’'s other trading partners in

urope and Asia, a top US Sena-
tor warned yesterday, reports
AFP.

“They're going to deal with
the Japanese, the French and
the Germans who will not hesi-
tate to replace us, at which
point we withdraw from all of
Asia." democratic Senator John
Kerry of Massachusetts told
CBS Television.

The Cilinton administra-
tion last week asked Congress
to renew China's Most Favored
Nation (MFN) trade status for
one year despite growing senti-
ment among lawmakers that
the Chinese leadership should
be punished for human rights
violations.

Kerry, a potential presiden-
tial candidate in 2000, said he
favours the US government's
decision Thursday to impose
sanctions on five Chinese na-
tionals, two Chinese companies
and a Hong Kong company for
aiding Iran's chemical weapons
programme,

He added that the US gov-
ermment has found "no evidence
whatsoever” that the Chinese
government was involved in
these transfer of chemicals to
Iran.

Conservative commentator
Patrick Buchannan. who ap-
mared on CBS with Kerry, urged

e Senate to reject MFN.

"They have sold missiles to

Iran, they have sold nuclear

technology to Pakistan. They
have fired rockets at Taiwan "
he said.

First Bangladeshi -

expatriate joins
“Sonargaon Hotel

Atique Rah-
& man joined
- Pan Pacific

i Sonargaon Ho-

= tel on October
= 1, 1996 as Di-
e rector of Food
& Beverage. He
was born in
Bangladesh but
now a United
States citizen, says a press re-
lease.

Atique Rahman, the first
Bangladeshi expatriate who
Joined Sonargaon Hotel, has
22-year practical experience in
hotel business in the USA. He
served as Food & Beverage Di-
rector for E?irc?a, Ramada re-
naissance Hotels & The Playbo
Club. . 2

Prior to coming to
Bangladesh he worked as Exec-
utive Assistant Manager for 7
years at Radisson Hotel South
and Radisson Hotel Plaza To-
Er in Minneapolis, Minneso-'
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FP projects in Third World : Millions of women may suffer

Donors must meet commitment

of $6b aid : UNFPA study

Shortfalls in promised as-
sistance to developing countries
will result in at least 120 mil-
lion additional unwanted preg-
nancies, 49 million abortions,
five million deaths of infants
and young children, and 65,000
maternal deaths over the period
1995-2000, reports BSS.

Those are among the prelim-
inary conclusions of a study
prepared by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) for
its Executive Board, said a
UNFPA press release.

Using estimates of annual
resource needs adopted by the
1994 International Conference
on Population and Develop-
ment (ICPD), the study consid-
ers the likely impact if these
goals are not met. While devel-
oping countries continue to in-
crease allocations for repro-
ductive health, international
assistance has stagnated in the
past year, heightening concern
that donors may not meet their
one-third share of the 17 bil-
lion US dollars required in
2000.

"Our study shows that devel-
oping countries have increased
their spending on reproductive
health in line with the ICPD
recommendations,” said Dr
Nafis Sadik, Executive Director
of UNFPA. "But the ICPD goals
can be reached only if all coun-

tries do their part. We must
count on donor countries to
meet the commitments they
made in Cairo. If they do not.
millions of women, and their
children, will suffer need-
lessly.”

The ICPD adopted a 20-year
programme of action which fo-
cuses on individual well-being
and rights including the right to
choose when to have children —
as key to achieving sustainable
development. As part of a com-
prehensive effort to improve
women's status, education and
health, the plan aims for uni-
versal access to quality repro-
ductive healthcare, including
voluntary family planning.

Governments agreed that de-
veloping countries should cover
two thirds of the costs of a

ackage of basic productive

ealth and family Flanning
services, prevention ol sexually
transmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDS, and related re-
search, data and
sis: funds needed for these will
rise to 17 billion US dollars per
year in 2000 and to 21.7 billion
US dollars in 2015,

In 1995, the latest year for
which data are available, de-
velnpin% countries spent
around 7.5 billion US dollars
on such programmes. Interna-

licy analy- -

tional assistance — in the form .

of grants and loans — con-
tributed another two billion US
dollars.

According to the study,
"Meeting the goals of the ICPD:
Consequences of resource
shortfalls up to the year 2000"
donor spending — includin
World Bank loans — increase
by 40 per cent in 1994 and b
the same percentage in 1995.
But this momentum appears to
have stopped: 1996 showed little
or no increase.

To reach the agreed target of
5.7 billien US dollars, donor
assistarice must increase by 23
per cent each year until 2000.

The report considers three
scenarios in which resources
fall short of the goal, to project
a range of likely consequences.
In the most favourable one, in-
ternational assistance increase
12 per cent a year, as it did dur-
ing 1990-1995, to 3.6 billion US
dollar by 2000 — a 2.1 billion
dollars shortfall — while do-
mestic spendin% in recipient
countries grows by 8.5 per cent
to meet the 11.3 billion US dol-
lars target. In the second sce-
nario donors provide only 2.8
billion US dollars in 2000, and
in their, Ependinﬁ by developing
countries also falls short.

Using the same methodology

as the ICPD to estimate repro-
ductive health needs, the report
forecasts that the number of
additional individuals and
couples not having access to
family planning services would
increase year by year, and
would reach between 96 million
and 175 million in 2000, de-
pending on which scenario oc-
curred. Cumulatively, these
scenarios produce a dire set of
predictions over the period
1995-2000.

The report notes that onl
the consequences of underfund-
ing fan'u'lfv planning services
were analysed guantitatively.
Further reproductive health
consequences, although also
grave, cannot be quantified at
this prelimminary stage. These
include the extra millions of
families affected by deaths and
illness due to sexually trans-
mitted diseases and HIV /AIDS.
In addition, millions of couples
would receive reproductive
health and family planning
services in poorly equipcf)ed and
insufficiently supplied facili-
ties, from staff lacking techni-
cal training and counselling
skills.

"These grim figures are not
carved in stone,” the study
notes. "They can be avoided if
countries act as they said they
would in Cairo in 1994,
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Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of ummerce and

Industry (FBCCI) and the Lima Chamber of Commerce (LCC) was signed by FBCCI
President Yussuf Abdullah Harun and LCC Director Juan Forsyth Rivarola at the
International Conference Centre in the city on Sunday. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

and visiting Peruvian President Alberte Fujimori witnessed the signing.

— PID photo

FDI in ROK

hits record

high in Apr
SEOUL, May 26 : Direct in-
vesiment in South Korea by
foreigners hit a record monthly
high of 1.56 billion dollars in
April compared to 87 million
dollar logged a year ago, the

Ministry of Finance and Econ-
omy said Monday, reports AP.
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“Abdul Awal M

intoo, President

of Bangladesh Employers' Association, inaugurated a

seven-day training course in the city yesterday for women entrepreneurs on Vegetable
Dyeing organised under the BEA/ILO Project for Promotion of Women in the Private
Sector Activities through Employers' Organisations. Paul J Bailey, Director ILO-Dhaka,
CK Hyder, Secretary-General, BEA and Abdul Karim, Managing Director, MIDAS are

also seen in the picture.

Most Asia-Pacific units fall

against dollar over week

HONG KONG, May 26: Most
currencies in the Asia-Pacific
region fell against the dollar in
a week that saw the Australian
dollar crumble against the
greenback, reports AFP,

JAPANESE YEN: The yen
rallied during the week, hitting
a six-month high on expecta-
tions of narrower interest rate
differentials between Japan
and the United States, dealers
said.

The Japanese unit stood at
115.63-66 yen to the dollar in
late afternoon Friday up from
116.40-42 yen a week earlier.

The Japanese currency
surged to 111.98 yen briefly on
Tuesday. The highest since
November 25 last year.

"Sentiment towards the dol-
lar was undercut by speculation
that Japan's ruﬂng liberal
democratic party is seeking a
rate hike," a Japanese City
Bank dealer said.

Towards the end of the week,
the yen fell moderately as in-
vestors covered their dollar-
short positions, dealers said.

AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR: The
Australian dollar was on its
knees Friday after a startled
currency market deserted the
unit in response to a central
bank decision to cut official in-
terest rates by a half percentage
point,

The aussie crumbled 1.5 US
cents Friday, ending at 76.79
US cents, compared to 77.61 US

cerits pervious week.

News that the Reserve Bank
of Australia had cut the official
cash rate to 5.5 per cent shocked
the foreign exchange market,
where many investors had ex-
pecied interest rates to remain
steady.

Dealers said they were con-
cerned offshore investors might
offload the currency Friday,
now that official rates here
were on par with the United
States, reducing the relative at-
traction of Australian securi-
ties. : :

The; said the currency could
fall to 75.50 US cents if techni-
cal support at 7v6.70 US cents
broke.

On the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia’'s trade weighted index,
which measures the local unit
against a basket of major trad-

[ing currencies, the aussie closed
points down from 59.2 .

at 58.4
points a week ago.

NEW ZEALAND DOLLAR:
The New Zealand dollar closed
Friday worth 69.16 US cents
down from the 69.58 cents clos-
ing of a week earlier.

"The kiwi was sold off a little
when the aussie was hammered
down but then rebounded later
on some decent offshore buy-
ing," one dealer said of Friday's
trade.

SINGAPORE, DOLLAR: The
Singapore dollar ended the
week slightly lower against the
US dollar to 1.4325 from 1.4320

previously as the currency cri-
sis in Thailand simmered
down. .

HONG KONG DOLLAR: The
Hong Kong dollar, pegged to the
US unit, ended the week at
7.739-7, 740 to the greenback,
compared to 7.738-7. 739 the
previous week.

INDONESIAN RUPIAH: The
rupiah closed on Friday at
2.443 rupiah to the dollar or ten
rupiah weaker than at closing
the previous week. -

MALAYSIAN, RINGGIT: The
ringgit was weaker at 2.5013
against the US dollar from
2.4880 last week amid players
unwinding their dollar posi-
tions, dealers said.

PHILIPPINE PESO: The peso
depreciated slightly to 26.375

esos to the dollar on Friday
rom 26.374 pesos to the dollar
on May 16. .

SOUTH KOREAN WON: The
won slightly weakened from
891.20 won to the dollar a week
ago to 891.40 won Saturday.

TAIWAN DOLLAR: The Tai-
wan currency fell to close Fri-
day at 27.824 Taiwan dollars,
down 8.9 Taiwan cents from the
previous week's finish of 27.735
Taiwan dollars.

THAI BAHT: The Bank of
Thailand's exchange Equaliza-
tion Fund fixed the official
dollar mid-rate Friday at 25.79
baht to the dollar, compared
with 25.85 baht the previous
week.

Silver jubilee of Pan Pacific Hotels

Sonargaon starts yr-long
programme in city

The silver jubilee celebra-
tion of Pan Pacific Hotels and
Resorts began yesterday with
the them "A Greener Tomorrow
Begins Today."

As part of the Pan Pacific's
chain programme, the Pan Pa-
cific Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka
has chalked out a year-long
programme, reports UNB.

The programme titles "Oper-
ation Oasis” in Dhaka includes
painting of road island, plant-
ing of sapling:and seasonal
flowers and cleanliness in front
of the Sonargaon Hotel.

The Sonargaom Hotel has
adopted three traffic divider is-
lands of the main road in front
of the hotel for its beautifica-
tion drive.

Day's programme of the sil-
ver jubilee celebration began
with planting of saplings, sea-
sonal flowers and painting of
grill of road dividers in front of
the Sonargaon Hotel.

Some 120 management and
associates of the hotel led by its
general manager Eldridge J.
MacEwan lII started the beauti-
fication programmes in bat-
ches.

Civil Aviation and Tourism
Secretary Mohammad Ismail
Hossain who is also the Chair-
man of Hotels International Ltd
Bangladesh Chapter formally
inaugurated the programme in
the morning.

Talking to UNB the General
Manager of Sonargaon Hotel
said it promises an exciting
plan for his year. "As a com-

pany we want to involve our-
selves more in taking care of
our environment and preserv-
ing it for future generation.”
Lauding the generous role of
Dhaka City Corporation Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, Eldridge
said: "He (Mayor]} is kind
enough to support us in our pro-

grammes.
Publie Relations Coordina-

tor Tanveer Qamrul Islam
said that the hotel would ob-
serve 25th of each month upto

March 1998 as clean-up day,

environment day, gaseline-free
day, tree-recycle day, tree-
planting day. let's green the
world day and X-mas trees for
less fortune. They will also
launch an awareness cam-
Eajgrﬂng with the slogan: "Let's

ave a more beautiful, colourful
and cleaner Dhaka city".

Dragonair agency
awarded ISO 9002
certification

Hong HKong International
Airport Services Limited
(HIAS], an airport ground han-
dling agency wholly owned by
Dragonair, has been awarded
1SO 9002 certification recently
for its outstanding flight dis-
patch service for commercial
airlines, private and milita
services by the Hong Kong Qual-
ity Assurance Agency (HKQAA)
under the authority of the Hong
Kong government, says a press
release. -

igel Kenny

SCB executive
due 1n city today

By Staff Correspondent

Nigel Kenny, General Man-
ager of Standard Chartered
Bank's Equitor operation ar-
rives in the city today, says a
press release.

This is the first visit of
Kenny to Bangladesh. Durin
his stay, he will meet senior of-
ficials of Equitor in the coun-

try.

Ni‘:%el Kenny joined the
Standard Chartered in 1992
and assumed the position of

General Manager, Standard:

Chartered Equitor in October,
1996.

e

Exchange Rates
The following are the Janata

Bamk's dealing rate (BD Tk for one
unit of Foreign Currency) to public as
on 26/05/97 .

Buying
TT |ODSight] OD
Clean | Export | Transfer
Bills
US Dir 435200 433522 4312386
GB Pnd 712233 709321 70.7461
D Mark 257982 256927 256253
FFranc 76465 76153 75953
IPYen 03737 03722 0372
C.Dir 31.4799 31.351]1 31.2689
S Franc 31.1471 31.0197 309384
Selling
Name of |T.T.& O.D. BLC.
Currency

US Dollar 438120 43 8650
GB Pound 722704 72.3526
D.Mark 26.2367 26.2665
F. Franc 7.7733 71.7821
JP Yen 0.3826 0.3830
C.Dollar 32.0076 32.0439
Franc 31.6805 31,7164
Janata Bank's selling and buying rates
in cash currency for public:

43.8500 wl

US Dir

GBP 71.2700  69.2700
S Riyal 11.8000  11.4000
UAE Dh 11.8500 11.3500
Ku Dinar 143.5000 138.0000

Afzal Hussain speaking

at a reception hosted in
honour of its sponsor directors at a city hotel recently.
Vice President Rashed Mowdud Khan is also seen.

fff"-i)pi:ug in

telligence

CHITTAGONG PORT

= Berth position and performance of vessels as on 26.5.97
Berth Name of Vessels Cargo L.Port Local Date of Leaving
No Call Agent _ Arrival
J/1 Banglar Maya A Cal BSC 23/5 27/5
J/2 Techmat
Pioneer Cement Sing PSAL R/A J0/5
J/4 Green Opal G Sing Prog 21/5 28/5
J/5 Altair Ace G Yang Everett 18/5 2775
J/6 Ocean Rover A - Fairmax R/A 26/5
J/7 Grace Marine (3 Sing Everett 22/5 - 28/5
J/8 Padma Cont Sing RSL. 22/5 27/5
J{9 Leona G ' Pusa Prog . 22/5 28/5
J/10  Esco Argo G Bang Pro 20/5 27/5
Ji1l Meng Kiat Cont Col AM 21/5 27/5
J/12 Banglar
Asha/Khanak Wheat{G) K Dia BSC R/A 28/5
J/13 Kota Selamat Cont Sing Pil[BD) . 20/5 28/5
CCT/1 Lian Sha Cont Sing Bdshipo 18/5 27/5
CCT/2 Fong Shin Cont Sing Bdship 18/5 28/5
RM/4 Fong Lee Repair/
Survey - Hdsh.lf R/A 30/5
CCJ Hae Woo No2 Cement Sing RM R/A 28/5
GaJ Mihalis-F Wheat{G) - SSST R/A 27/5
TSP Mantis Repair Mumb  Cross - 5/ 30/5
RM/5  Banglar '
Shourabh C.0il/1dle BSC R/A 28/5
DQJ Cafta:in
X rﬁ'lm.lcnu HSD - ECSL RJ/A 27/5
DD Raftiu Repair  Mong KSL  29/4 26/5
DDJ/1 T Star Idle Para PSAL 8&/6 -
DDJ/2 Mukhtar '
Auezov Idle - Ancient R/A 27/5
CUFLJ Blue North Cement  Qing PSAL 3/6 -
Name of Vessels Date of Last Port Local Cargo Loading
Arrival Call Agent Port
Able Liutenant
Roro/24)/26/4 26/5/97 P.Kela BBA Vehi -
Banglar Shobha 26/5/97 Kara BSC C.Clind -
Tamdhu 26/5/97 Cok  Emebett - Kalfcoll))
Da Fu Cont 15/5 26/5/97 Sing APLIB) Cont Sing
llcos Flame - 26/5/97 -  AHZ Ballast -
Vientiane 26/5/97 - - G -
Vanessa 19/5 26/5/97 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Rita Del Mar
(Roro/24)8/5 27/5/97 Col JF Vehi -
Socrates 27/5/97 Vera Litmond SugarlG) -
Lorely 28/5/97 - MBL (Bull Dog -LCT/U
nder Tow
~ Mecea-] 29/5/97 Jedd BSC Passengers -
C Steamers
Future 17/5 29/5/97 Col Bdship Cont Col
Penguin 29/5/97 Mumb  Cross Gl -
Jiang Cheng 29/5/97 - Bdship Gl Chin
Ya ngner 20/5/97 - USTC Sulp -
Bong 31/5/97 - Seacom SugarlG) -
Kota Alam 10/5 29/5/97 Sin Pil{BD) Cont Sing
Dongola 29/5/9 Adab Litmond Fert
Banglar
Robi 13/5 30/5/97 Sing BSC Cont Sing
Sokol 30/5/97 - Seacom M. Seeds -
Al Salma 30/5/97 Yang Asll Gl/GL Kara

The above are the shipping position and

rformance of vessels

of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by HRC

Group, Dhaka.

Bangladesh intensifies marketing at Frankfurt fair

Bangladesh demonstrated
yet again that one had not seen
the end either of its range of ex-
portable consumer products or
its marketing savvy through
the international specialist
event, Ambiente 1997, that
emerged as an offshoot of the
well-known Frankfurt Spring
Fair, Ever since, Ambiente has
evolved into a world-class ex-
hibition for tableware, gifts,
individual home and lifestyles
as well as a trend-setter for
these roduct ensembles
worldwide. _

Bangladesh's exposition this
year was as interesting as it was
varied. Some 18 exhibitors,
eight of them under the aegis of
the national Export Promotion
Bureau, presented their com-
petitive strengths in household
articles, ceramics, porcelain,
stoneware, jute products, hand-
icrafts and a host of novelties

that held out promise of being
quite a rage among consumers.
Also coming across was an eco-
logical awareness while con-
tinuing to be combined with
product upgradation and design
innovations.

Among the appealing novel-
ties that Bangladesh had on of-
fer this time were artificial
flowers, handmade paper
worked out of water hyacinth,
and handmade vegetable dyes.
Al] these items drew a lot of in-
terest from business visitors

and substantial orders were
also booked.

Bangladesh has also,estab-
lished a reputation for its qual-

ity ceramics iﬂarucular, fur-

ther accentua a collabora-
tion by a national firm with a
German company in the field
since last year. This has trans-
lated into a steadily expanding

stream of clientele not only in
Germany but also in markets of
other European countries, ac-
cording to a spokesman for
Monno Ceramics Ind. Ltd, a
Dhaka-based firm.

Germany continues to be the
leading market in Europe for
Bangladeshi exporters. "Ambi-
ente is the best consumer goods
fair of its kind worldwide and a
presence here opens many other
doors elsewhere too for us”,
opined a spokesperson for the
Export Promotion Bureau. Fur-
thermore, a regularity of pres-
ence here was also imperative,
it was added.

What was particularly note-
worthy about the Bangladeshi
participation this time was the
maiden presence of four women

entrepreneurs through their

ventures — Aranya Crafts Ltd,
Bangladesh Trade, Kumudini

Welfare Trust of Bengal Ltd, and
Hemple Rhee Mfg. Co. Ltd.,
— and their reasonably good
impact on market circles.

It bears mention that inas-
much as a vibrant foreign trade
is of decisive significance for
the economic as well as the so-
cial progress of developing
countries like Bangladesh, the
opening of markets alone, how-
ever, does not suffice to promote
trade between developing and
industrial nations.

The developing countries
must also be competent to ex-
port a}JfﬂdUEtS that are interna-
tionally competitive in terms of
&ualit}.r and price. Here the

erman Agency for Technical
Co-operation (GTZ) plays a ﬁ
cial role in building up trade
tween industrial and develop-
ing countries as well as among
the developing countries them-
selves.

The GTZ programme com-
prises product-oriented trade
romotion that provides mar-
eting experts ih the areas of
foodstuffs, textiles and cloth-
ing, leather and shoes, furni-
ture, technical equipment and
accessories, handicrafts and
tourism.

Bangladesh has been in
GTZ's focus for several years
with respect to a wide range of
products, including home tex-
tiles, toys, shoes, food items
and consumer g}?ﬂds. It has
helped Bangladesh to inter-na-
tionalise its range of tradi-
tional as well as non-tradi-
tional products and increase
exports.

Consider the figures
Bangladesh exported goods
worth some 382 million US dol-
lars to Germany in 1995 while
importing goods in the value of

227 million US dollars from
Germany in the same period.
The trend of exports has been
upward in the last few years,

There was more demand for
merchandise made from natu-
ral materials using admissible
production methods based on
concern both for the environ-
ment as well as for health.

The ever-increasing number
of exhibitors at Ambiente this

ear saw over 5130 firms from

countries field their products

in a superlative marketing ex-
ercise.

"We booked orders worth 1.6
million D.M. at the fair itself....
and many more orders are
likely to follow”, said H R
Bhuyan, Economic Counsellor
at the Bangladeshi Embassy in
Bonn, adding that Bangladesh
continued to be on a remark-
able upswing. — IN Feature.

SIA recognised
again as world’s
premier airline

Singapore Airlines has won
recognition once again as the
world's premier airline, bein
named Best Airline in the worl
for the fourth successive year in
the 1997 Zagat Airline Survey,
says a press release of SIA.

SIA was also recognised as
Asia's Most Admired Company

in the 1997 survey by the Asian
Business magazine.

In the Zagat Airline Survey,
a total of 10, frequent flyers,
im:ludin‘g travel industry pro-
fessionals from organisations
such as the American of
Travel ents and the Proles-
sional onvention Manage-
ment Association, were asked
to rate 61 carriers in four cate-
gories on a 30-point scale —
comfort; service;, timeliness;
and food.



