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{E 30-year Ganges Water

Treaty between Bangla-

desh and India was signed
in

ecember, 1996. The imple-
mentation of the treaty has
started from 1st January, 1997

During the implementation
of the Water Treaty which cov-
ers a five-month dry season
from lst January to 3ist May.
1997, a lot of controversies were
raised both in Bangladesh and
India, particularly on the
availability of the flow of the
Ganges at Farakka to be shared
by both the countries.

The operational of part of
the treaty concerning sharing
of the Ganges flow available at
Farakka are:

a) when the avallabi!illy at
Farakka is 70,000 cusec or less,
share of Bangladesh and India
are on 50:50 basis.

b) when the availability at
Farakka is 70,000 cusec to
75,000 cusec, Bangladesh share
is 35,000 cusec and the Indian
share is the remaining flows.

¢) when the availability at
Farakka is 75,000 cusec or
more, Indian share is 40,000
cusec and the remaining flows
for Bangladesh.

The treaty clearly stipulates
that the above sharing ar-
rangement is subject to the con-
dition that India and
Bangladesh €ach shall receive
guaranteed 35,000 cusecs of wa-
ter in alternate three 10-day pe-
riods of March 1 to May 10, as
given below:

GANGES WATER TREATY

An Analysis of First Year Implementation

- by Amjad Hossain Khan

the long-term problem of aug-
menting the flows of the Ganges
during the dry season.

Article IX stipulates that
guided by the principles of eq-
wity, fairplay and no harm to
either party both the govern-
ments agree to conclude water
sharing treaty/agreements
with regard to other common
rivers. =

The flow data released at
Farakka for Bangladesh from
1st January to April, 1997 as
submitted by Ministry of Water
Resources, GOB in Jatiya

d on 14-05-97 and re-

Ported in the press is given be-
ow.

With the signing to the Mo

hakhali Treaty between Nepal and India and Ganges Water Treaty between

Bangladesh and India there opened a new and positive environment for regional

cooperation among the riparian countries.

and on 28 March, 8,064 cusec.

d) Due to early rain in the
second half of April, the flow
data at Hardinge Bridge im-
proved.

The abnormal low flow of
the Ganges, which started from
the month of February caused
embarrassment to both
Bangladesh and India. Al-

Agreed Quantities Actual release
for BD at Farakka to BD at Farakka
Cusec 18
62,180
11-20 49,635
21- 18 762
Feb. 1-10 45,604
11-20 41,015
2]1-28 37.399 38.38
Mar. 1-10 33,085 33,489
11-20 35,000 35,028
21-30 - 17,857
“Apl.  1-10 35,000 30,137
11-20 19,526 95,613 |
1-30 35.000 | 35065

In March 11-20, Bangladesh share is 35,000 cusec
Remaining flows for India
In March 21-31, Indian share is 35,000 cusec
Remaining flows for Bangladesh
In April 1-10, share is 35, cusec
Remaining flows for India
In April 11-20, India share is 35,000 cusec
Remainin 2?1“ fursgan adesh
In April 21-30, - Bangl are is 35, cusec
. Rem flows for India
In May 1-10, Indian share is 35,000 cusec
Remaining flows for Bangladesh

The Ganges Water Treaty was
based on the average flow ol the
availability of the Ganges at
Farakka from the records of
1949 to 1988. India has assured
in the Treaty (Article II (ii) that
"every effort would be made by
the upper riparian to protect
flows n?thc water at Farakka as
in the 40 years average avail-
ability'. The Treaty further
stipulates in Article II (iii) that
"in the event flow at Farakka
falls below 50,000 cusec in any
10-day period, the two govern-
ments will enter into immedi-
ate consultation to make ad-
justments on an emergency ba-
sis, in accordance with the
principles of equity, fair play
and no harm to either party".

Article IV of the treaty pro-
vided that a committee consist-
ing of representatives nomi-
nated by the two governments
in equa{ numbers (herein after
called the Joint Committee)
shall be constituted following
the signing ol lhﬂlﬁ
Joint Committee (JC
up suitable teams at Farakka
and at the Hardinge Bridge to
observe and record at Farakka
daily flows below the Farakka
Barrage, in the Feeder canal, at
the Navigation lock. as well as
the Hﬂrdilf: Bridge.

In Article VII, the treaty pro-
vides that the JC shall be re-
sponsible for implementing the
arrangements contained in this
treaty and any diffi-
culty arising out of the imple-
mentation of the arrangements
and of the operation of the
Farakka Barrage. Any differ-
ence or dispute arising in this
regard, if not resolved by the JC,
shall be referred to the Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Rivers Com-
mission. If the difference or
dispute still remain unresolved,
it shall be referred to the two
governments which shall meet
urgently at the appropriate

level to resolve it mutual
consultation.
Article VIII that the

the

l:u;cfavu'rmmtl rec
n to cooperate th each

other in finding a solution to

Members of the family
birth anniversary yesterday.

Nazrul's birth anniversary observed |

The nation recalled with
gratitude the inspirations it re-
ceived from the poems of Kazi
Nazrul Islam during its War of
Liberation while celebratin
the 98th birth anniversary o
the national poet yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

The national-level pro-

ammes for celebrating the

azrul jayanti were held in Tr-
ishal, Daulatpur and Comilla.
where the rebel spent a sig-
nificant peri of life, while
other parts of the country had
their own programmnes.

Different socio-cultural or-
Fanilatmnu and government

nstitutions had chalked out
various programmes to mark

eaty. The.
shall set

+
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The statement of the Minis-
ter has clarified the issue of
share and release to Bangladesh
below the Farakka Barrage. It
we compare the actual release to
Bangladesh and actual data
recorded at the Hardinge Bridge,
the two sets of figure differ
widely from the 3rd 10-day of
February till April 1st 10-day.
The res of uantities
for Bangladesh, also differ from
the national figures given in

Annex Il of the treaty. This dif-
ference is not very large. The
question that still bother

Bangladesh is the large differ-
ence in figures of release at
Farakka and data monitored at
the Hardinge Bridge. The state-
ment was silent about the
anteed flows to Bangladesh of
35,000 cusec in March (11-20)
and April (1-10) and April (21-
30).

The flow data of the Ganges
as mornitored at the Hardinge

idgé from 1 January to 30
E.Pﬁggﬁ ! 1 J ry

, 1997 is given below:

|Period Recorded flow at |
HB in Banglaclesh

Jan. 1-10 70,829

11-20 55,788

ai. 045

Feb. 1-10 48,340

11-20 38,319

21-28 5

23,291
19,930
lﬁlﬁi:'i

17,857
24.5659

If we analyse the situation
the following issues mr&::

a) From Jan 21, the flow
was much below the releases at
Farakka. The shortfall was to
the tune of 12,698 cusec in 3rd

10-day of February.
b) In March, share of
Bangladesh between release and

as recorded at Hardinge Brid
vary from 10,000 to 15,0
CUSecs.

¢) On 27 March, the flow
recorded at HB was 6,457 cusec

guar-

though no official statement
was issued by Bangladesh, yet a
few statements in the press in
India need clarification.

New Delhi published a news
item quoting sources in the Wa-
ter Resources Ministry in New
Delhi that the low flow of the
Ganges at Farakka in the last
week of March came down to
46,000 cusec. In the last 10 days
of March, India took 35,000
cusec releasing only 10,000
cusec or less for Bangladesh.
Bangladesh was supposed to get
%uaranteed 35,000 cusec in the

st 10 days of April. Actual
availability at the Hardinge
Bridge for the same period was
only 17,857 cusec where as the
actual release to Bangladesh
was 30,137 cusec. Officially, it
was admitted that the during
this period the flow data at
Far was 48,487 cusec. In-
dian sources put the blame on
less rainfall in the catchment
and slow melting of ice in the
Himalayas.

The India Today (April
10,1997) while analysing the
water issue stated that "it is not

true that the two neighbours
could not abide by the of
the . It terms out that the

treaty talked about water that
just was not there."” The report
further said that the water tlow
has declined drastically since
1988, especially after Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar began draw-
ing 25,000-45.000 cusec. through
lift irrigatiom
the water reached Farakka. Ac-
cording to India Today, be-
tween March 11-20 India got
19.000 cusec instead of 33,931
cusec on an average. It also gub—
lished figures of Bangladesh
share during the March 11-20 of
actual avalilability and pro-
posed share. According to India
Today, the situation occurred
due to not taking into account
the discharge of the Ganges at
Farakka since 1988.

Mr. Bg Verghese, a renowned
Indian writer and columnist in
an interview with press in
Dhaka (Independent, 21-4-97)
said that the problems regard-
ing implementation of the
Ganges Water Treaty is a tempo-
rary one and expressed his ho
that the technical issues could
be adjusted to ensure due share
of Bangladesh. Terming this

years low flow of water in the
Ganges as the "natural accident
due to prolonged winter and ab-
sence of winter rains". He fur-
ther said that there are ample
scope for increasing water sup-
ply in the Ganges by construct-

projects. before .

.this

ing storage facilities in the

snow-fed Kosi in Nepal and
Bhutan.
Mr. Ramswamy R. lyer, of

the centre for policy Research,
New Delhi, and a former secre-
tary of Water Resources, Gov-
ernment of India said that the
claims made in Dboth
Bangladesh and India about
faulty average calculated for the
availability of the water at
Farakka were wrong. He said
that the flow had gone down
due to "abnormal phe-
nomenon”’. He said that in the
past the flow of the Ganges has
gone even below this year level.
He claimed that the treaty is be-
ing implemented in good faith
and things will be right in
the future. He identified three
lapses in the Ganges Water
Treaty: a) the two sides are to sit
and discuss steps taken if the
flow at Farakka falls below
50,000 cusec, but there is no
formula for sharing if such a
situation occurs again, b) water
apportioned through 10-day
slots should go up and down
%ladually* and not abruptly.
ese should be redefined; and
c) the two sides should come out
with an explanation as to wh
there emerge difference in read-
ings of water released at
Farakka and the actual flows at
Hardinge Bridge even after
monitoring by joint team of ex-
perts.
It appears from the various
conflicting news and state-
ments published in Bangladesh
and India, the following issues
emerge: The availability of the
Ganges flow at Farakka is low
due to a) Inadequate rainfall in
the Ganges catchment area; b)
Slow melting of ice in the Hi-
malayas; c¢) Indiscriminate up-
stream use of Ganges Water in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, d)
Discrepancy in the measure-
ment of flow released at
Farakka and monitoring of the
flow recorded at Hardinge
Bridge, and E} Reconciliation of
data and meeting of the Joint
Committee to decide sharing
when the availability is less
than 50,000 cusec at Farakka.

India has a large number of
monitoring stations to record
the rainfall data of the Ganges
Basin in India. Similar sta-
tions are also in Nepal for
recording rainfall and snow
meltinﬁ of the Himalaya.
B adesh has also a network
of rainfa#] stations in the
. LA1E SOW-L1HOWN T 1

Ganges from November should
have been monitored. Unfortu-
nately, no such data or infor-
mation was made available to
Bangladesh at any time.

The precipitation over the
Ganges basin is mainly due to
South-West monsoon, The av-
erage rainfall in India varies
from 350mm in the western
part to about 1,000mm in the
middle course and 1,500 to

2,200mun near the Delta.

The South-West monsoon
brings ample rainfall to Nepal
specially in the hilly and
mountains areas. The Mahab-
harat ranges and the foot hills
of the great Himalayan ranges,
lying directly across the path of
the monsoon are exposed to
heavy rainfall on their south-
facing flanks. The average an-
nual precipitation in Nepal is
about 1516mm. The rain de-
creases gradually moving from
east to the west. On an average
about 80 per cent of annual pre-
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the day. These included discus-
sions, cultural sessions, placing
wreaths on the grave of the poet
and milad ;

Day-long programme was
arranged in Trishal, My-
mensi . where Nazrul spent
his boyhood, with LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Zillur

Rahman Lnauﬁuraung it. Zillur

Rahman r the contribu
tions Nazrul's works provided
in facing the weals wWoes in

ones personal as well as the
national life. He urged all to
remmember the national t for
his invaluable contributions to
lterature and culture.
Seminars on the life and
works of Nazrul were alsoc held

of Kazi Nazrul Islam offering munajat at his grave on the poet's 98th

— Star photo

in Trishal followed by cultural
functions.

The day began in the city,
with the placing of wreaths on
the grave of the poet beside the
Dhaka University Mosque,
where hundredys visited
throughout the day to pay
homage to the great poet Vari-
ous institutions, includin
Bangla Academy and Nazru
Institute, placed wreaths on the
grave. Bangla Academy held a
discussion on the "evaluation of
Nazrul® which was presided
over by Dr Mostafa Nurul Islam
and participated, among others,
by Prof Hyat Mahmud and Prof
Selina Bahar Zaman,

ﬁMGU‘OPO“taD
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Call to ensure
efficient running
of Nazrul Academy

By Staff Correspondent

Celebrated artiste of Nazrul
songs, Shabnam Mustari, in a
statement has urged all con-
cerned, particularly the Cul-
tural Ministry. to help ensure
efficient management of the
Nazrul Academy.

Mustari, an executive mem-
ber of the Academy. felt the ne-
cessity of running the organi-
sation maintaining its. past
glory and rich heritage. |
"~ Daughter of Talim Hussain,
the founder secretary of Nazrul
Academy, Shabnam Mustarl
expressed her dismay al some
recent happenings in the
Academy, but, at the same time
vowed 1o extend her full support
in running the organisation
maintaining its dignity.

Photo exhibition on

‘China Today’ begins

A three-day photo exhibi-
tion on "China Today” began at
Jatiya Press Club yesterday un-
der the auspices uiyE!angladEsh—
China People's Friendship As-
sociation, reports UNB.

Inaugurating the exhibition,
Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka
Wang Chungui said China's
9,600,000 square kilometres of
land is adorned with many
mountains and rivers and beau-

| tiful scenery

[ts five thousand years of

| history has fostered a splendid

national culture and an ancient
civilisation reflected in man
of its famous historical and cul-
tural sites, he said.

Some 40 photographs depict-
ing tlatinna{J culture and an-
cient civilisation of China are
being displayed in the exhibi-

t1on

cipitation is concentrated in
the monsoon from June to
September. The rain in the win-
ter occurs occasionally. The av-
erage rainfall within Nepal
varies from 200mm in the
North-West to a maximum of
4,000mm in the eastern part.
The 40-year average of the
Ganges flow at Farakka is a
long time average which covers
both good and bad hydrological

~years. The Indian argument

that the year 1997 was an
tional cannot be accepted with-
out any proper scientific study.
Glaciers are an imprint
source of water. Melting gener-
ally takes place between Febru-
ary and October in the eastern
Himalayas and between April
and October in the Western Hi-
malayas. Around 3,500 glaciers
probably drain into the Ganges
Basin. Over 3,500 glaciers in
India and Pakistan drain into
the Indus Basin while 611

glaciers drain into the Teesta

and Brahmaputra basins.

Published sources indicate
that an ice cover of 8,500 sq km
is distributed in various river
basins in India. Using data of
Gara Glacier in the Sutlej
catchment, the rough estimate
of glacier melt for Indian
dlaciers amounts to 13.8 mil-
lion acre feet of water. For the
Ganges basin alone glacier melt
amounts to 5.35 million acre of
water from ice-melt alone,

Bangladesh was aware of u
streamn developments of the
Ganges above Farakka. In spite
of repeated requests, no data
and information was made
available to Bangladesh. India
even refused joint inspection of
the upper reaches of the Ganges.
Accordingly to the information
publishe fg*g India Today (April
30,1997) the Water flow of the
Ganges was drastically reduced
by Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
since 1988 and started with-
drawing 25,000 to 45,000 cusec
through 440 Ilift irrigation
schemes.

While negotiating the treaty,
Bangladesh was aware of such
events and refused to acc?_pt fig-
ures of availability of the
Ganges, since 1988 which would
have given India a free hand to
temper the water flows of the
Ganges in the upper reaches,
With 50 per cent pmhabili;i of
the available flow at Farakka
and as there is no guarantee of
the flow, Bangladesh was justi-

--IiE?__L;l rejecting data from_1989

11986, | % % :
"“The treaty proVided that'gv- .
ery effort will be made by the
upper riparian to protect the
flows of water at Farakka as in
the 40-year average. It has be-
come apparent during the im-
plementation of the treaty in
the first year (1997) that India
has failed Lo protect the avail-

ability flow of the Ganges at
Farakka. It is expected that
from the lessons learnt during
1997, India will try to protect
the availability of flows at
Farakka so that such an ab-
normal situation do not occur
in fifture.

The JC constituted by both
the governments of B adesh
and India is responsible for im-
plementing the arrangements
contained in the treaty and op-
eration of Farakka Barrage.
The JC set up joint teams sta-
tioned at Farakka and at
Hardinge Bridge to observe and
record the daily flows below
Farakka Barrage, in the Feeder
canal and at the Navigation
lock as well as at the Hardinge
Bridge.

Since the middle of February

1997, the flow of the Ganges
monitored at the Hardinge
Bridge started showing large
difference in the figures re-
leased at Farakka and moni-
tored at the Hardinge Bridge.
Formal and informal dis-
cussion took place in late
March and April. The JC held
an urgent meeting in New Delhi
in the third week of April. An-
other meeting was also held in
Dhaka. But they could not re-
SO the problem of discrep-
ancy of figures between
Farakka and Hardin%e Bridge
and on the abnormal low flows
of the Ganges at Farakka. In

* spite of the urgency of the mat-

ter, a meeting of the JC took
more than 4 weeks to sit and
cddiscuss the matter. The minis-
terial level meeting of the Joint
Rivers Commission could not
be held in April due to uncer-
tain T%ulitic situation in In-
dia. The problem of discrepancy
in the two sets of figures of re-
lease to B adesh and figures
recorded at the Hardinge Bridge
has not been resolved as vet.

The reasons are not clear but
need a thorough scientific stud
to settle the matter once for all.
The issue of regeneration or de-
generation can be studied from
the records available of the last
10-year agreement period at
both the stations. ,

A news item published in In-
dia (March 31,1997) un-
der the heading "Runaway

" Rivers" has given a grim c}:uctur:

of the Ganges above an
Farakka. 1) If the Ganges main
course is diverted to the Pagla,
upstream of the Farakka, the
Barrage and the downstream

towns could be starved of water.

2) The bank line near J ur
between the Ganges and the
Bhagirathi was 6 apart in

1944. Today, the distance is
only 1.4 km. If the bank line of
the Ganges give way in the near
future, the Ganges could dis-
charge huge guantity of water
into the Bhagirathi. 3) If the
Ganges clears the silted up
channel at the mouth of
Bhairab (Jalagi), it could divert
water into the Bhairab (Jalagi).
All these ap%rehensiv: need
careful study by the JC alon
with their scientific study o
other relevant issues.

The treaty was silent on the
issue of water flow in the
Ganges at Farakka below
50,000 cusec. Incidentally, it
happened that the water flow of

the/Ganges at Farakka dumng i

the~» monthi (of Maceh /ipr
came down to less than 50,000
cusec. It'is reported that the to-
tal availability came down to
48,487 cusec. The modus
operandi in such a situation
was not t of during nego-
tiation of the treaty. If urgent
consultation take more than 6
to 8 weeks in the critical dry
months, then the urgency is lost
as happened this year.

The Ganges Water Treaty for
30 years is now a fait accompli
Based on the experience of its
operation in the first year, the
two governments have to seri-
ously take up the matter for dis-
cussion to resolve the issue

based on equity. faimess and to
harm to either party.
A few urgent matters follow-

ing the implementation of the .

treaty has ome inevitable.

Ganges Barrage

The prescﬂ}] flow of the
G s as aring armnﬁ-
mernt is nntp;ri to revive the
Gorai, a distributory of the
Ganges in Bangladesh. The ad
hoc step taken by the Euvcm-
ment to excavate the silted up

."'1,_

channel of Gorai manually fol-
lowed by dred will not be a
permanent solution. Construc-
tion of the Ganges e in
Bangladesh is a must. Donors
reluctance to finance the

Ganges Barrage Prgi]ect should
not MWE . Immedi-
ate steps be taken to un-
dertake the Feasibility cum
Detailéd Engineering of the
Project, from our own re-
sources, if n :

In spite of decision at the
highest political level for con-
struction of Barrages on the
Ganges and the Brahmaputra
about a decade back, no action
was taken so long to implement
the decision. Now that we have
a firm policy decision on the
construction of the Ganges Bar-
rage, there should not be any
problem in going ahead.

Augmentation

The problem of inadequate
flows of the Ganges was known
to B adesh and India since
1974 when the Prime Ministers
of both the countries met. The
augmentation proposals sub-
mitted by Bangladesh and India
had ifferent 'approach.
Bangladesh suggested construc-
tion of Storage dams in Nepal
for augmenting the dry season
flows of the Ganges. Indian pro-
posal was construction of a link
canal to divert 100,000 cusec
from Brahmapuira to the
Ganges, The proposals were not
acceptable to each other and re-
jected.

With the signing to the Mo-
hakhali Treaty between Nepal
and India and Ganges Water
Treaty between Bangladesh and
India there opened a new and
positive environment for re-

' gional cooperation among the

riparian countries.

The research organisations
in the three countries Nepal
(IIDS), India (CPR) and
Bangladesh (BUP) in the book
"Con Water into Wealth"
have taken a positive view of
the whole issue and identified
high possibilities of coopera-
tion on Water, Energy, Trade,
Commerce and Navigation.
They recommended possible
cooperation between India and
Nepal, India and Bangladesh

and Bhutan, India and
adesh.

e likely projects in all the
four countries which can be de-
veloped for hydropower and
augmentation of the dry season
flows have been identified. It
may be possible, given the

oodwill and understanding, to
evelop many of the potentials
in phases. For immediate re-
quirement, the following pro-
jects can be taken up as investi-
gations have been completed or

rear completionj, .

" 'l‘l‘lcé‘ggh@ﬁigh Dam pro-
ject i8 nearer to Bangladesh. Bi-
ateral discussion between
Nepal and India are in an ad-
vanced stage. Detailed project
Report will be prepared soon.
Bangladesh should be associ-
ated with this project from now
on. Nepal has also identified
this project as a first step in re-
gional cooperation.

The Geilkhola high dam on

the Teesta has been under in-

vestigation by India for long.
The construction of this project
will go a long way in meeting
the shortage of water of the
Teesta. It may be mentioned
that both Bangladesh and India
have constructed Barrages with
total requirement which far ex-
ceed the existing dry season
flows.

Construction of high dams
in Mansas and Sankos in
Bhutan has been investigated
by India. The hydropower po-
tential is quite large and will
also augment the badly needed
dry season flows of the
Brahmaputra river system.

India has completed investi-
gation of two high dams in Sub-

AL proving itselt
failure in running
country: Ershad

Former President HM Er-
shad, whose Jatiya Party sha-
res power with the government,
has said that the Awami League
is proving itself a failure in
running the country, reports
UNB.

"We extended unconditional
support to Awami League and
we had also said this support
will continue to their good
works. But during this tour, |
found that Awami ue could
not do any good,” he told the cy-
clone victims in Maheshkhali
and Kutubdia while visiting the
two islands yesterday.

Ershad said that he could
have returned to power this
time, reiterating that "BNP had
given me a proposal for pre-
miership to check Awami
Leagjuc. | rejected that pro-

sal.”

The JP Chairman said he did
not want power with the sup-
rt of "a terrorist and corrupt
party like BNP which likes to
see the country in chaos.” He
added, "1 did not allow them
(BNP) to fulfill their motive.”

Ershad urged the people to
take a correct decision in the
next general election as what he
sald the people have seen the
rule of three political parties.

"BNP has done a lot of dam-
age to this country. Awami
League is failing to run the
country, failing to mitigate the
misery of the cyclone victims,”
he all .

He sald the Jatiya Party
would have to return to power
for the well-being of the people.

Ershad criticised the mis-
management of relief works in
the affected areas, alleging that
no relief reached the remote ar-
eas.

.—
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Development: Singapore Perspectives' at
ministration of the university yesterday.
Sayefullah Bhuiyan, Chairman of
Rahman Shelley, Chairman, Centre

the

qalternative but to
with #ach other for €co

Science Department of the Dhaka University held a :
the auditorium of the Institute of Business Ad-
From (L to R) Prof Ataur Rahman, Prof
epartment of Political Science, Dr Mizanur
for Development Research, Bangladesh and Prof

ansari and Dihang on the tribu-
taries of the Brahmaputra.
When developed they will gen-
erate large hydropower, flood
moderation and augment the
dry season flows of the
Brahmaputra. It may be men-

tioned here that the

season flows of the Eﬂﬂm dr'f
tra will not be en to meet
the tion d s in India
and Bangladesh, includin
salinity control, and ch
maintenance.

The Tipaimukh hiﬁh dam in
Manipur India is ready for im-

plementation. The likely im-
acts of this project in
adesh should be jointly

studied. The project will gener-
ate power and augment the
flows of the Meghna.

Sharing of Teesta,
" Brahmaputra and All

Transboundary Rivers

During the last meeting of
the Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh and India held in
January this year in Dhaka,
highest priority was given to
the solution of the sharing of
Teesta. Incidentally the two
governments have constructed
two Barrages for irrigation but
the dry season flow of the
Teesta has not been shared at

t.

- In the absence of any shar-
ing arrangements, Bangladesh
has been constrained to expand
irrigation to a limited area in
the Phase 1. There is an urgency
in sharing the existing tlows
till such time the flows of the
Teesta could be augmented by
construction of Geilkhola dam
or construction dams in Manas
and Sankos in Bhutan. Imme-
diate sharing of the Teesta will
create goodwill and confidence
of the people in Bangladesh.

Brahmaputra river is the
only source of water for large-
scale irrigation in Bangladesh.
The flows are also needed for
control of salinity further in-
land and channel maintenance
and for the ecology. Bangladesh
has plans for contraction of a
barrage on the Erahma}putra
near Bahadurabad. 50 far no
concrete step could be taken in
the absence of any sharing ar-
rangement. Bangladesh should
initiate immediate talks for
sharing ol the Brahmaputra,
Teesta and all transboundary
rivers. The National Water
Management Plan of
Bangladesh will be prepared in
next 2 to 3 vears. Without any
understanding of availability
of water of all the transbound-
ary rivers, it may not be possi-
ble to prepare a viable plan.

Conclusion

There is a strong feeling
among the South Asian coun-
tries like Nepal, Bhutan, India
and Bangladesh that there is no
oQRefate
mic
dévelopment of the region.' The
region is poor but rich in natu-
ral resources like water as
prime mover. There are enor-
mous possibilities for develop-
ment lor generation of cheap
hydropower and augmentation
of the dry season flows of the
river system. Other benefits
like navigation, trade and
comimerce could follow,

The goodwill created by sign-
ing the 30-year Ganges Water
Treaty should not be lost sight
of. The problem faced in the
first Tear of its implementation
should not be taken as negative
points. Based on our experi-
ences, we should move forward
to correct the mistakes and
misunderstanding with trans-
parency at all levels. Ganges
water is a sensitive issue ftor
Bangladesh. The government
should not keep the people in
the dark. It is time to pause and
think seriously about our future
course on the water issue.,

The writer is Former
Chairman of Bangladesh Water
Development Board.
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Anwar Hossain visits

cyclone-hit areas

CHITTAGONG, May 25: Co-
mmunications Minister Anwar
Hossain today visited different
cyclone-damaged roads and
railway stations of Pahartali,
Anwara, Chandhnish and
Bashkhali of Chittagong, re-
ports BSS.

The minister talked to the
people of the affected areas and
ur them to face the present
calamity with due patience and
courage. He said the govern-
ment would help them in all
possible way.

High officials of Roads and
Highways Department and
Bangladesh y were also
present.

Matia visits all the
cyclone-hit areas

of Banshkhali

BANSHKHALI, Chittagong,
May 25: Agriculture and Food
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-
hury today visited all the cy-
clone affected areas of Ban-
shkhali thana of the district,
reports UNB.

The minister visited every
affected families for conducting
relief operations. She also di-
rected the officials concerned
for rehabilitation and con-
struction of the houses damaind

fully or partly in the last week's
cyci:nc.

Armed forces
continue relief
operations

Post-cyclone relief and re-
habilitation operations of the
Bangladesh armed forces in
close co-ordination with the lo-
cal administration and other
concerned agencies at the CH_*
clone-hit coastal areas and oil-
shore islands are continuing,

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Navy ships are continuing to
ferry relief and construction
materials to different islands.

A Bangladesh Nav% ship —
BNT Khadem — left C ittagong
yesterday morning with a huge
quantity of GI sheets for the St.
Martin's.



