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Fujimori's Visit

Even in this age of wondrous facility in commu-
nication and the touted shrinking of the world due
to its effect , there come occasions which remind
how many miles we still have to go to consider the
planet as a truly global village. Peruvian President
Alberto Fujimori's two-day visit which concludes
today tends to substantiate the observation in
more than one ways.

In fact, Peru is a test case of our relative igno-
rance about the whole continent of South America.
Apart from the sublime grace of their football and
the obsessive love of their people for it that we
glimpse in the infrequent assembly of the World
Cup. not to forget coffee and their share of socio-
economic problems, the Latin continent has
largely been an unknown commodity to the people
of this part of the world.

From that point of view, the visit of the Peru-
vian president has the potential to go down in the
annals as a milestone in any future effort to ex-
pand the horizon of our practical acquaintance
with South America.

Peru shares with Bangladesh many of the prob-
lems faced by the developing countries. Apart from
the socio-economic considerations, the land of the
Incas has a history of military interventions,
something we have not been unfamiliar with in
these parts of the world.

A leading fishing nation, Peru has extra-ordi-
nary rich mineral resources, including gold , sil-
ver, copper, iron ore, phosphates and manganese.
But a large part of its commercial potential has
been restricted by its trading with only a few coun-
tries like the US, Japan and Germany.
Bangladesh's entrepreneurial prospect also suffers
from lack of exploratory initiative. With the op-
portunity for enhancing South-South cooperation
presenting itself through this visit, Bangladesh
should look forward to exploring whatever possi-
bilities are there for its goods in the Peruvian
market.

We deem the trip of the Peruvian president to
this region as a trail-blazing enterprise in interna-
tional relations. And, it heartens us a great deal
that he came here having been drawn to the pio-
neering nursery for micro-credit. We have to, as Mr
Fujimori pertinently observed, chart a new course
of relationship to meet the challenges of the Twen-
tyfirst Century.

Significant Verdict

The great Iranian people, repository of the wis-
dom of an ancient civilisation continuing to this
day without a break, has chosen moderation and
reform and a liberal mould for its governance. In a
historic water-shed national election to the office
of the all-powerful president, the 33 million .elec-
torate Have overwhelmingly voted for Mohammad
Khatami, the liberal among the ruling clerics, who
is also a former minister of culture. The election
has gained in significance because at the same time
it has rejected the sitting speaker of the Majlis who
is known to be representing the wishes and policies
of those in power for the last 28 years. It was wise
for the Iranian people to have risen against the
royal Pahlevi despotism in 1969. And it is wise
again to prefer an improvement in time on the 28-
year old political as well as social straitjacket. It is
important to note that the vote does signify more
than just a political choice. Indeed, it is far more a
signal for social change, for a change to a more tol-
erant society.

It is being said that women and young people
came out strongly for Khatami. So much so that he
garnered almost two votes in three. There are very
plain reasons to believe this. But these votes alone
couldn't have won the day for Khatami. These
could be deciders adding to a solid half and half
support from older males. Clearly there is a mes-
sage here.

One, however, should not be persuaded to expect
in a surge of ill-advised enthusiasm that there will
soon be radical change in either the domestic or
foreign performance of the Iranian government. It
would be best perhaps to view the fantastic election
outcome as a means by which the [ranian Revolu-

tion of 1969 is coming of age with a touch of real- |

ism.

The Messianic Nazrul

This nation would have immeasurably been
benefited if Nazrul's were a truly living presence in
the society on his 98th birthday anniversary, ob-
served yesterday throughout the nation like some
ritual long bereft of life and purpose. Nazrul is not
nowadays invoked to inspire bringing into the
open the incipient rebel that lives in many a soul —
against injustice and n];fressiun — social, politi-
cal, and religio-communal. But these are problems,
even of today.

Nazrul was the only among the great artists —
not many writers can be so called — mixing ac-
tivism with creative exertion. A lifelong rebel, he
was fast transforming himself into a Marxist revo-
lutionary — when tragedy struck. There were many
among our poets coming later who subscribed to
Marxian ideas of society and of the individual's
imperatives there, like, say, Subhash Mukhopad-
hyaya. But Nazrul was the first to break ground
and his was no conversion from one dogma to an-
other. It is life that taught him straight and taught
him to rebel and make a humanist religion of that.
His would have the most effective leadership in
our struggle against our own in-built adversaries of
greed, power-mongering and other vices of indi-

vidual aggrandisement — had he been living with
unimpaired faculties.

As in the case of Rabindranath, Nazrul too lives
through his music. It is sad that here also the long
and evil hand of intolerance abetted by conspiracy
has forcibly limited the cultivation and propaga-
tion of his songs numbering more than four thou-

sand and delightfully diverse in the numerous

these have been culled and sieved from. But

€ narrow confines of some ghazal and Islamic
members, two hundred at best, cannot for long be
foisted on the music-lovers who would go out to
discover the whole and unmaimed Nazrul by and
It is the same way society will discover a kind

Epmesslah in Nazrul. Necessity will mother that
discovery. |

-quality and soil f

E all may not know a
W dictionary definition

of terrorism. but we all
surely do know its true nature
and meaning. Terrorism 1is
everywhere in our society:
workplace, marketplace, streets
and educational institutions, to
mention a few. It has made our
daily lives unbearable and
extremely frustrating, and our
future hopeless and precarious.
In {nb& and businesses, we can
not accomplish our goals; so,
our personal lives are in de-
spair and desolation. We cannot
give proper education to our
children; so, they are in despair
and desolation too, which often
make them desperate. We must,
therefore, eliminate terrorism
from our national lives in order
to materialise our dreams and
aspirations, and create a
healthy society for our future
generations.

In the midst of all our de-
spair and desolation, we may
find some sign of hope as the
present government is promis-
ing to eliminate terrorism from
our society. Personally I have
profound respect and confi-
dence on our Home Minister
Major (Retired) Rafiqual Islam.
By his role in our War of Liber-
ation, he has proved that he has
selfless love for freedom. It is
this quality that makes a two-
footed animal a human.

Terrorism is a slippery term
that is used advantageously by
different people in order to
serve their specific purposes.
For example, during the War of
Liberation, the Pakistani army
was a terrorist group to all who
were in favour of freedom. But
the freedom fighters, nick-
named Indian infiltrators, were
terrorists to those who did not
want freedom.

For our purpose, however,
terrorism may be defined as an
act perpetuated by an organised
group through the explicit
threat or use of violence with
the objective of producing some
kind of political result. This
definition identifies the nature
of terrorist acts as having the
following elements: i) all ter-
rorist acts are crime as they in-
volve the explicit threat or use
of violence; ii) all terrorist ac-
tivities have some kind of polit-

ONIA Gandhi, widow of

the former Indian prime

minister Rajiv Gandhi,
has joined the Congress Party
in what appears to be a mission
to revive the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty.

A Congress spokesman,
Vithel Narahari Gadgil, says
her move will reverse the sink-
ing fortunes of the 112-year-old
party.. ; -

India this year celebrates its
half-century of independence:
during this period, Congress
has ruled for 44 years, for 36 of
which the dynasty of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, his
daughter of Indira Gandhi and
her son Rajiv has been at the’
helm.

Gadgil was unable to explain
the phenomenon of a demo-
cratic party relying on the
charisma of a single dynasty.
He simply said Congress was in
desperate need of a charismatic
leader for its resurgence but
there was none. That is why
Sonia came out of her self-im-
posed political hibernation.

She is obviously testing the
political waters ahead of the 12
June election of a Congress
Party president.

A cool and calculating Ital-
ian woman, she adapted herself
to the dignified and aristocratic
ways of the Nehrus and became
Indira Gandhi's favourite.

That is why she and not In-
dira's other daughter-in-law,
Maneka Gandhi, an active
politician and a member of the
Lok Sabha parliament, is seen
as carrying the family legacy.

After Rajiv's assassination
in 1991, Sonia was offered the
Congress presidency on a plat-
ter. But she decided to keep
away from the heat and dust of

by Dr Khandakar Qudrat-I Elahi

To break the civil laws, the criminals, terrorists in particular, must have the backing of the forces that can
control or defy the power of the state.

ical pur . and iii) all terror-
ist acts are perpetuated by some
organised group.

‘The hallmark of terrorism.
states the Encyclopedia of So-
ciology, is that all terrorist ac-
tivities are intended to produce
some kind of physiological
damage. This means several
things. First, the actual victims
and the target audience of ter-
rorism may not be the same
people and therefore, the con-
nection between the actual vic-
tims and the target audience
may be remote. Second, the
identity of the victims may be
Eecund);lr}r or even irrelevant to
the terrorists. Finally, it is the
motive that differentiates ter-
rorism from all other crimes:
the motive of terrorism is polit-
ical.

Since terrorism is a crime,
the terrorists must be violating
the laws of the society. What are
these societal laws?

John Locke, the theoretical
architect of modern democracy,
says that there are three groups
of laws regulating our lives in
the society. First, there are di-
vine laws which determine the
duty and sin, right and wrong,
and good and evil in our per-
sonal lives. The second group of
laws are those of opinions or
reputation. These are by far the

eatest in number and are en-
orced by the mere fact that
humans cherish their reputa-
tion and do not desire the con-
demnation of their companions
and friends. Finall{. what
Locke calls the civil laws are
those which we all Tﬁtntrally
understand as laws. These laws
are created by the state machin-
ery and determine crime and
innocence of the members of
the society.

The forces executing the laws
are different for the three

roups. There are no formal
orces or authorities behind the
first and the second groups of
laws. Personal beliefs and val-
ues in religions are the power
enforcing the divine laws, while
the fear of social censure

Another Gandhi Declares an Interest
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and/or the desire for social
recognition are the motivations
enforcing the second group of
laws. The civil laws are, how-
ever, enforced by the forces and
the authorities of the state.

We obey laws because dis-
obeying or breaking laws in-
vites punishments. The nature
of punishments, however, dif-
fers from one group of laws to
another because the nature of
authority and forces executing
them are different. Punish-
ments inflicted for disobeying
divine laws are the deprivation
from divine blessings and/or
severe physical tortures in the
lives after death. Social disap-
proval and banishment are the
punishments for not respecting
the second group of laws. Fi-
nally, the state can trate a
horrendous number of physical
and financial punishments in-
cluding death sentences for
breaking civil laws.

The first and foremost char-

acteristic required in ple to
break any or all the three
groups of laws is the lack of

conscience reflecting the dearth
of ethical and moral values.
The threat of divine wrath that
may befall in this and other
wurlli’l canngt prevent those

e from doing wrong things
E?J}nr harmill?g uth:rg felil?)%v
humans who have little ethical
and moral values. They also
care very little about social
condemnation and/or l‘}[)ersuna.l
reputation. But the lack of con-
science is not enough to break
the civil laws as they are en-
forced by the power and author-
ities of the state. To break the
civil laws, the criminals, ter-
rorists in particular. must have
the backing of the forces that
can control or defy the power of
the state.

The terrorists, individually
or collectively, are not capable
of defying the power and forces
of the state, and the resistances
of their victims. Because all ter-
rorist acts are guided by politi-
cal motives, the source of ter-

rorists’ wer is the political
parties. Thus, it is our political
parties, both in and outside the
government, that are behind all
sorts of terrorism in our soci-
ety. In educational institutions,
terrorist acts are being perpet-
uated by students’' organisa-
tions which are directly con-
trolled by political parties.
Labour unions are often found
connected with terrorist activi-
ties occurring in the mills and
industries. A careful investiga-
tien should reveal that our po-
litical parties and/or their
leaders some way or other are
involved with all sorts of ter-
rorism in our society.

The deduction reached here
is not any new information; in
fact, people of all walks of lives
know quite well the connection
of our politicians with the ter-
rorists in our society. But what
we perhaps do not realise are
the alarming implications and
grave consequences of the link-
age between terrorism and po-
litical parties. First, this writer
argues that the only people ca-
pable of perpetuating terrorist
activities are those who are de-
ficient in moral values. The
politicians need the help of
these people to achieve their
political goals. Thus, our politi-
cal parties are assembling and
organising the people in our so-
ciety who are lacking con-
science,

Second, our political parties
are encouraging and propagat-
ing terrorism in our society and
therefore, destroying all our
hopes of transforming our
country into a developed and
honourable society. To under-
stand this, we should have some
knowledge of the Economic
Theory of Crime, pioneered by
the Noble laureate economist
Gary Backer. The theory as-
sumes that a criminal, like all
of us, is trying to maximise his
earnings by investing his time.
But unlike us, his choice prob-
lem involves an optimal alloca-
tion of time among competing
legitimate and illegitimate ac-

=

tivities rewarding pccumrg
and non-pecuniary returns a
bearing consequences. In mak-
ing the choice, the criminals
evaluate the relative costs and
benefits available to them. The
costs, called deterrence vari-
ables, are the probabilities of
apprehension, conviction and
punishment, and the mar
penalties im . The benefits
are mar na] r:tgr?:g;n com-
ting i an activi-
E:i ag well as the risk of unem-
%ﬂ}rmcnt and initial wealth.

e entry into a specific crimi-
nal activity is shown to be re-
lated inversely to its own deter-
rence variables and directly to
the differential returns it pro-
vides.

There may be free entry in
the terrorism industry (to use
economists’ terminologyl!), but
the exit is not certainly free. A
person may join the terrorist

oup by his own free will, but

e can not quit the group I:?J his
own volition, because of the
likelihood of severe penalties
including death sentence, not
only from the state authority,
but also from his fellow terror-
ists. Once a person becomes ter-
rorist, voluntarily or involun-
tarily, may have to pass the rest
of his life as a terrorist.

Both the assumption and the
prediction of the theory are
acutely relevant and immensely
important in our situation. The
terrorists (criminals in
general), the theory says, are
ordinary people like us trying
to maximise their incomes.
Their choice to commit crime is
being made easier by reducing
the deterrence variables and in-
crcasin% the expected incomes
in the face of massive unem-

loyment and low returns from
egal activities. Additionally,
faced by the choice between be-
coming unemployed or accept-
ing lower income and amassing
large wealth at the risk of fewer
and lower penalties for com-
mitting crimes, people are bein
encouraged to join the army o
terrorists. Finally, the terror-

It is only a small move, but Sonia Gandhi's announcement that she 1s fnmally joining In-
dia's Congress Party has set the nation talking. A Gemini News Service correspondent
wonders whether this means a new lease of life for the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty! D K Joshi

writes from New Delhi
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the political road.

She accepted the advice of
the then Indian President, Ra-
maswamy Venketaraman, and
of the prime minister of the
day, Narasimha Rao, not to join

olitics and thereb Iieupardise
er own and her children's se-
curity.

Both her mother-in-law and
husband were assassinated by
terrorists, the former by sepa-
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I dynasty: Raljlv, indira (bottom left), Sonia and Maneka Gandhl

ratist Sikhs and the latter by
Sri Lankan Tamil militants.

Although remaining a pri-
vate person, she has enjoyed
considerable respect and facili-
ties as an inheritor, of the
Nehru-Gandhi mantle.

As the widow of an assassi-
nated premier, she receives as
much security as the current
Prime Minister, Inder Kumar

Gujaral. Her daughter,

—
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Save the soil |

Sir, The small piece of
arable land (16 decimals per
head) cultivated by our farmers
is on the verge of depletion due
to lack of proper conservation
and faulty fertiliser manage-
ment, which has affected over-
all national production of crops
with deterioration of quality,
taste, flavour, etc. Our agricul-

tural and soil scientists seem to
be quite indifferent on this vi-
tal issue. They know the prob-
lems but except suggesting the
measures they have nothing to
do. They never bother to im-
plement the measures to protect
the soil from gradual depletion.
According to verses of "Kak-
star”, pseudonym of a retired
chief agricultural information
officer, "Mati" should be hon-
oured like a "Mother". Farmers
who till the soil are helpless to
improve its fertility by prevent-
ing depletion, for which the fol-
lowing factors are responsible:

For want of o C manure
farmers are to apply only chem-
ical fertiliser.

Due to non-availability of
all the major fertilisers at the
time of application, farmers are

to use only urea, sup-

ply of which is controlled and

monitored by the government.

Thus unbalanced uses of fer-

tilisers affect the r:gi:a yield, its
lity.

After privatisation of fer-
tiliser trade, 160- -old and
outdated SSP fertiliser has been
extensively used all over the
country irrespective of soil
zones. This fertiliser is a substi-
tute of TSP and contains some
elements which are causing se-
rious damage to soil of some

ZOT1es.

Fertiliser is a vast trade sec-
tor where about Tk 1500 crore is
involved for marketing about
26 lakh tons of different types
of fertilisers. Unfortunately,
there is no official body 'to look
after its quality and to monitor
its yearly procurement and dis-
tribution except those of urea,
resulting scarcity and high
prices of other fertilisers which
debar the farmers to apply these
in their lands.

In absence of any adminis-
tration, quality control mech-
anism and legislation, market
is flooded with numerous spu-
rious and adulterated fertilisers
under different brand-names.
But none is there to take any
punitive measures against
those corrupt producers. Such

. fertilisers are causing damage

to soil to a great extent.

M A Jalil
372/B,
Dhaka-121

Heal thyself

Sir, It ma
push an idea before its time has
come. The politicians have to
do their homework and win
over public opinion, before
pushing on with their pet pro-
jects. The implications were
pointed out in one of the opin-
ions (May 6).

There are instances wherein
both the previous and the pre-
sent regimes have bulldozed
their way with sensitive policy
decisions, caring a hoot for the
sou board. This is because
the parliamentary system will
take time to build up, but the

not be wise to

builders are being interrupted
I:R; usurpers to the political
‘throne’,

Politicians, heal thyself
first. First, the wazoo, then, the
namaz. The doa comes later.
Some political pundits start
with the doa first! That is like
putting the rickshaw before the
demon truck!

Political activities in this
part of the world is based on a
sort of political Brownian
movement. We have to develop a
core of political system ana-
lysts. Politics here is ruled by

e heart and led by the head of
the party. The logistics are ig-
nored. The politicians have to
cut-down on the systems loss.

" Loss produces heat as a waste

product.

A Zabr
Dhaka

Nothing but cricket

Sir, It's a t success for us
to win the ICC Trophy. In the
ICC trophy championship
twenty countries including the
USA participated. Most of them
are very very rich, both in
terms of money and . But
now we have cricket. After the
liberation the American For-
eign Minister told that Bang-
ladesh was a bottomless basket.
Now I want remind him — "We
have nothing, but cricket. Do
you have?”

Fazlur Rahman

KA 155, Christian

Housing Society,

Mo Dhaka-1212

Priyvanka, who recently mar-
ried, has been provided with'a
tastefully furnished' gowvern-.
ment bungalow and high-tevel
" security. :

Congress leaders have made
it a habit to visit Sonia's fa-
mous address — 10 Janpath — to
take her guidance whenever
they faced a political problem.

Rao, who she backed as
prime minister, consulted her
on all important matters, in-
cluding the composition of his
cabinet.

Only towards the latter part
of his term of office did Rao at-
tempt to marginalise her. This
was the subject of much specu-
lation and has now been con-
firmed by Mani Shankar Aiyar,
a former diplomat and a close
associate of Rajiv.

By joining politics, Sonia
has opened herself to attacks
fair or foul from Congress crit-
ics. The Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party has al-
ready started claiming that a

white-skinned foreigner is tak-

ing over the coun

the fight again

An opinion pol-cenducted
for the English-language dail
Pioneer showed that about 6
Fer cent of middle-aged voters
elt Congress would gain from
her political participation, but
about 45 per cent of younger
voters disa ,

The Nehru-Gandhi clan may
still rule the psyche of a major-
ity of Congress members, but 66
per cent of poll respondents
said they did not believe that
the dynasty alone had the abil-
ity to govern effectively.

Several reasons have been
Eut forward for the timing of

er decision. They include:

* Completion of the Central
Huirea;l tnf In;ﬁatiegcialtiun'n inE
quiry into an y corru
arms deal duri el‘%er husbanci?s
prime ministership. A decision
is pending, and she is said to be
determined to clear his name

§'oldest po- '
litidal brganigation, ‘Which Jed '’
st British rule. ' ¢~

Eliminating Terrorism from Our National Life

ists usually stick to their
groups, as quitting the group is
very risky and therefore, the
prospects of returning to nor-
mal lives are slime.

We now know what is re-
uired to eliminate terrorism
rom our society: the first and
foremost requirement is to up-
root the source of power of tl&c
terrorists. This in turm ires
that all formal linkages be-
tween the political and
the non-political organisations
be cleaved. Without doing this,
terrorismn can not be extermi-
nated from our society. What
can be done at best is the
terrorists to go for a hiberna-
tion.

Will our political parties
come forward to sever re-
lations with the non-political
organisations as an act of per-
forming their responsibilities
to the nation? Will our political
organisations as an act of per-
forming their responsibilities
to the nation? Will our politi-
cians sever all their relations
and contacts with the terrorists
out of their conscience and
awareness of their responsibili-
ties and duties to the nation? |
very much doubt it. When in
power, our politicians use not
only the forces of these non-
litical organisations, but also
the forces of the state to stay in
the power. (The Awami League
Emmis&s to make a difference

y not using the state forces to

its advantage. But it would re-
ally make no difference as the
system and the forces creating
terrorism remain intact. It is
just a matter of time for the ter-
rorists to wake up). Politicians
in t::rp]{"msitiﬂn use these non-po-
litical organisations to pave
their way for the state power.
Thus, we can hardly expect that
our political parties would vol-
untarily come forward to cleave
their linkages with the non-po-
litical organisations. It is the
public pressure that will make
them do it. What we have al-
ways known: the mother does
not feed the baby unless it cries,
is true universa{]}r.

The writer is Visitor, Dept. of

Economics, University of
Guelph, Guelph, Ontario,
Canada.

and wants to ensure that
Congress it totally committed
to achi that aim.

* She feels free following her
daughter's marriage.

* She has a continuing inter-
Est in ti rejutllrlcnauun of

ongress ause the patron
she wields through H:: R-:If:‘
Gandhi Trust and other organi-
saitons, deperndls on Congress'
position in Indian politics, and
she ‘has neo faith in existing
Congress leaders.

* She has become tired of
"remote control” and wants the
thrill of occupying the driver's
sealt.

* She was afraid of being
marginalised by a Congress ap-
parently becoming weaker by
the day. As a member, she
could at least | a faction and
protect her position.

If she does play an active po-
litical role, she will have a
tough task, even with the
goodwill she undoubtedl
commands. The verdict of C
Irani, editor-in-chief of the En-
glish daily, The Statesman:
;S:inia's last gamble — it will
ail.”

D K JOSHI is a freelance
journalist who ormerly
worked for the Bombay 'Free
Press Journal'.

Under the caption "Ramadan
Fury", on February 8, "The
Times" of Central Jersey, with a
daily circulation of 100,000,
published a half-page Associ-
ated Press photograph of
Bangladeshi mullahs burning
US and Israeli flags in Dhaka.
Underneath the phutu%laph
it was written: "A group of Mus-
lim extremists burn Israeli and

American flags to mark the fi-
nal day of Ramadan in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, yesterday. They
shouted slogans against the
United States and Israel. Dur-
ing the holy month of Ra-
madan, Muslims abstain from
food, smoking and sex between
dawn and as an act of sac-
rifice and purification." There
was no accompanying article.

As expected, the photograph

drew sharp criticism from irate
Americans. One in particular
was real nasty. Mr Ralph Gallay
wrote: The Times recently pub-
lished a photograph of a wild,
crazed mob of Muslim extrem-
ists burning Israeli and US
flags to mark the end of Ra-
madan in Bangladesh (Feb 8).
- How unfortunate that in
what is supposed to be a holy
month of worship, these people
can find only hatred and aﬁ-
gression after this soul search-
ing experience. How unfortu-
nate that in such a remote and
God forsaken country, impover-
| ished, backward, ecologically
and environmentally handi-
capped. medically and nutri-
tionally weakened, the people
take no steps to help them-
selves, their neighbours, or
their nation, but rather lash out
to blame two of the world's lead-
ing and successful democracies
for their troubles.

As Americans we must re-
member this blatant, over act of
hostility the next time
Bangladesh comes knocking on
our door seeking another hand-
out or another political favour.

\_ "Know thine enemy — there

fornioN j
How the Mullahs (and Associated Press) Got

Bangladesh into Trouble in the USA
Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed

is a lesson to be learned here.”

It fell upon the writer to de-
fend B adesh. The following
letter by me was published by
The Times on March 3.

"A reader perusing The
Times' half-page photograph
(with no accompanying article)
in the Nation/World section on
Feb 8 could be forgiven for con-
cluding that the Bangladeshi
Muslims celebrate the end of
the holy month of fasting, Ra-
madan, by burning American
and Israeli flags. However, The
Times should not be forgiven
for publishing it. The Times
should have deliberated care-
fully whether the inflamma-
tory message conveyed by the
ghﬂm%{#ph reflected reality.

ince The Times did not, it is
the duty of American Muslims
of B adeshi origin, such as
myself, to put the record
straight.

Publishing this photo was as
preposterous as publishing pho-
tographs of a cross-burning
with the innuendo that that is
how white Americans celebrate
Christma;! Fovkriin <

I wonder if the photogra
was staged for the benefit of tﬂe
Associated Press phuto?'aphcr.
I say this because very few
ple in Bangladesh — certainl
not the ignorant types dep
in the pho ph — know what
an Israeli flag looks like, be-
cause the two countries do not
have diplomatic relations. The

icture was gublluheﬂ in The

mes on the day the local Mus-
lims, many of them subscribers,
were celebrating the end of
Ramadan, one of Islam's two
holiest days, making it seem as
if there was a deliberate attempt
to put a damper on the
celebrationsl

The photograph totally mis-
represents how the ple and
the government of Bangladesh
feel about the United States.
Bangladeshis regard the Ameri-
cans with the highest esteem.

There is no other country in the
world that Bangladeshis ad-
mire more than America. Al-
thuu%h Envﬂrt}r-stricktn.
Bangladeshis demonstrated |
their love for Americans during
the 1993 floods in the Midwest
by sending them hundreds of
pounds of tea. The US govern-
ment and the Midwestern gov-
ernors appreciated the gesture
very much indeed,

Bangladesh is a democracy.
During last June's elections, the
number of seats held by reli-

ious parties in the 300-mem-

er parliament fell from 15 to
two — so much for the rising
tide of religious fundamental-
ism in Bangladesh.

"No reasonable person
should use this photograph as
an excuse to vent his or her per-
sonal vendetta against a whole
nation, its people, its religion,
its culture and its history, as Mr
Gallay did in his Feb 22 diatribe
against Bangladesh.

The Golden Bengal of
yesteryear has fallen on hard
times. Some day, it will re-
bound to its previous glnr_',r. In
the meantime, Bangladesh ap-
preciates the generosity of its
true friends, and tries to recip-
rocate in its humble ways. For-
tunately, the very warm rela-
tionship between the United
States and Bangladesh is not
hostage to zealots and bigots on
either side. Poor but proud,
Bangladesh would never accept
‘handouts’ from the mean-spir-

ited and the intellectually
challenged.
We Bangladeshis should re-

member that in this day and age
of instant cummﬂu::ligclagnnﬁ
what happens in Banglades

can hcmg"l[:: common knowledge
in the USA. We must defend
Bangladesh not only from en-
emies without, but also from

enemies within.
The writer is a Rhodes

Scholar from Bangladesh, who
mm.mmmm)




