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5,000 newly naturalised
to lose US citizenship

WASHINGTON, May 24: The
US government will move to
strip the citizenship of nearly
5*030 ple who were wrongly
naturalised during last year's
citizenship rush, immigration
officials said Friday. reports
APF.

The Immigration and Natu-
ralisation Service has been un-
der heavy fire for sloppy citi-
zenship procedures that al-
lowed some 180,000 foreigners
to become Americans last year
without complete criminal
background checks.

An audit whose findings
were released to Congress on
Friday found that 16,400 of the
new citizens had at least one
felony arrest.

Arrest or conviction, even
for a felony, is not an automatic
bar to citizenship. But the audit,
which is nearly complete, found
4,946 cases in which a criminal
arrest should have resulted in a
denial of citizenship or where
the applicant misrepresented
their criminal history.

Republican Rep Lamar

Smith of Texas, chairman of
the House Judiciary Subcom-
mittee on Immigration who has
been a persistent "making dgnﬂd
progress” in trackin oW
those who were wrongly natu-
ralised.

"The big question is, 'Is the
INS going to be successful in
correcting their mistakes, are
they going to be successful in
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30 miners feared dead in China:

As many as 30 miners are feared to have died in a gas
which ripped through a coalmine in inner Mongolia earlier this
week, according to a local report seen yesterday, AFP says from

strong earthquake estimated at 5.3 on the open-en
scale was detected on the main Japanese island of Honshu
:sﬁ;:rda , Hong Kong's RFYE] Observatory sald, Reuter reports
l'ﬂ . b T T S

denaturalising these roughly
5,000 individuals who were
wrncr:Fly made citizens?" he
asked.

Of the 4,946 cases, 296 were
convicted felons and 2,507 lied
about their criminal history
and may have had a felony ar-
rest or conviction that would
have disqualified them from
citizenship.

Ironically, for the remain-
ing 2,143 individuals, INS will
initiate citizenship revocation

procedures not because of a past

arrest but because the appli-

cants lied when asked if they

had ever been arrested. Had

they answered honestly, their

citizenship wouldn't be in ques-
s tion.

"We believe that we are on
firm ground in proceeding on
administrative revocations
where somebody has factually
made a misrepresentation on a
felony arrest,” said Assistant
Attorney General Stephen Col-
gate.

Administration officials
siressed that the improper nat-
uralisations represent a tiny
fraction of the 1 million people
granted citizenship last year.

Smith had little patience for
that argument. "One convicted
felon who is given the honour of
becoming a citizen is one Loo
many,” he said.

"People against whom INS
initiates citizenship revocation

losion

The explosion at the mine in Bayintaohai country occurred
at 5:40 pm (0740 GMT) on May 19, the Inner Mongolia Daily
said. As of Wednesday, some 18 bodies had been recovered, the
newspaper said, adding that no survivors had been found.
Nearly 10,000 miners died in accidents in China last year.

er crash claims 2 in US:

elicopter on its way to its home base in North
clp and burst into flames near a school in this
Dallas suburb. The two people on board were killed, AP reports

The Cobra AH-1 crashed Friday afternoon in a wooded area
School in Hutchins, about 10 miles
(16 kms) southeast of downtown Dallas. Velva Washburn said
the helicopter, which seats two, started making strange noises

quake shakes JaPaﬁ: A

ed Richter

The epicentre of the quake.. detected at 1:56 am Hong Hnng
time (1756 GMT), was initially located at about 90 km (55.
miles) east of the city of Nagoya. The observatory gave no fur-

erian forces kill 27 rebels:

y-seven armed Islamic extremists in Algeria have been
killed in recent days by the security forces, the Algerian
security services said Friday, AFP reports from Algiers.

They died in clashes in Algiers, Laghouat in the south and
Tissemsilt in the southeast, the security services said, ahead of
Algeria's first legislative elections since war with Islamic mili-

Junta denies report

192 NLD members detained
so far in Myanmar

BANGKOK, May 24: The
number of Myanmar opposi-
tion National League for
Democracy (NLD) members de-
tained by the military govern-
ment ahead of a planned party
meetirig has risen to 192, a se-
nior NLD official said today.

Of the total, about 60 were
NLD Members of Parliament
elected in the 1990 general elec-
tion which was not recognised
by the ruling State Law and Or-
der Restoration Council
(SLORC]}, he told Reuters. The
rest were party leaders at town-
ship and other levels. The gov-
ernment has denied making
any arrests.

"Today we received messages
that a total of 192 members
have been detained at home or
confined at specific places all
over the country," said the offi-
cial by telephone from Yangon.

Despite the detentions. other
senior NLD members who man-
aged to reach the party head-

quarters had discussed the par-
ty's political, economic, legal
and justice reports as planned
ahead of the NLD meeting set
for May 27-28.

The party gathering is
planned to coincide with the"
seventh anniversary of the
NLD's landslide election vic-
tory. "Even if the planned meet-
ing is stopped by the authorities
on that day, we have agreement
among senior party members
on the issues we planned to dis-
cuss, and that will do," he said.

The detentions have been
criticised by the United States,
Japan and some European na-
tions.

Earlier Myanmar military
ﬁﬂvernmﬂnt yesterday denied it
ad arrested dozens of members
of Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy (NLD)
party, but a senior opposition
source said at least 60 people
had been detained.

will "have a right to present a

defence,” said agency general
counsel David Martin. Hearings

will be before an immigration
examiner. Decisions can ap-
pealed to the INS' Administra-
tive Appeals Branch and then to
Federal Court.

INS has come under sus-
tained congressional scrutiny _
and is now being probed by the
Justice Department’s ins or
general — because of the Citi-
zenship USA programme begun
with great fanfare in 1995.

The programme was billed
as a way of clearing growing
backlogs of naturalisation ap-

lications. But Republicans

ave accused the White House of
hijacking the programme in
order to naturalise as many
immigrants as possible in time
for the 1996 elections.

INS Commissioner Doris
Meissner in November im
a series of safeguards designed
to ensure the integrity of the cit-
izenship process. But indepen-
dent auditors concluded last
month that INS still has serious
flaws in checking applicants’
backgrounds. The auditors also
faulted INS for confusing and
incomplete implementation of
the new rules.

A Justice Department trou-
bleshooter has been dispatched
to INS by Attorney General
Janet Reno to ensure that the
citizenship problems are recti-
fied.
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cancer in her arms, at the launching of a new fund-
raising campaign for former cricket hero Imran Khan's
charity cancer hospital in Lahore Friday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Di raises $2 lakh
for Imran’s
cancer hospital

LAHORE, Pakistan, May 24:
Princess Diana raised an esti-
mated eight million rupees
(about 200,000 dollars) in her
two-day campaign for former
cricket hero Imran Khan's
charity cancer hospital here,
sources here said Friday, re-
ports AFP.

"I am proud to participate in
this humanitarian cause,” Di-
ana said during a visit to the
Shaukat Khanam Memorial
Hospital built by the cricketer
at a cost of 20 million dollars
collected from donations in
Pakistan and abroad.

"I have told Imran that I will
be available to come and help
this project.,” said Diana who
flew in Ly a special plane on
Thursday.

She was accompanied by the
cricketer-turned politician’'s
wife Jemima, daughter of
British tycoon Sir James Gold-
smith, and the couple's six-
month-old son Sulaiman.

Diana attended a fund-rais-
ing lunch here Thursday with
philanthropists announcing
donations worth around four
million rupees, hospital
sources said.

People thronged again when
she visited the hospital Friday,
accompanied by Shahbaz
Sharif, Chief Minister of Pun-
jab Province.

Shahbaz, younger brother of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
assured full government sup-
port at a function where people
presented cheques and cash
worth another four million ru-
pees, witnesses said.
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Russia, Belarus sign
'union' accord

MOSCOW, May 24:. Presi-
dents Boris Yeltsin of Russia
and Alexander Lukashenko of
Belarus, with their eyes on NA-
TO's coming expansion, signed
a charter Friday on integrating
their two countries, reports
AFP.

The precise nature ol the-
"union" created by the accord,
which was signed in a ceremony
broadcast live from the Krem-
lin, remains to be determined.
but the two countries will keep
their separate institutions and
their sovereignty.

The move has been widely
seen as a riposte to NATO's
lans to expand eastward into
ormer Soviet satellite states.
One of the likely candidates for
NATO membership is Poland,
which lies on Belarus' western
border.

In an allusion to that strat-
egy. Lukashenko said: "Belarus
is ready to protect Russia and to
protect itself to the west against
a potential aggressor, but Rus-
sia must help us to support our
army.” :

He said he would leave it to
Moscow to deal with the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
on Belarus' behalf, but stressed
that Belarus still wanted guar-
antees from the Western al-
liance on security.

Around 30,000 pcugét

cked a rally in Minsk, the Be-
R:rua capital, to show their sup-

port for the fusion.
the
lution™ was

a Teso-
in which

those present called on other
countries of the Common-
wealth of In t States,
which com 12 of the 15
former Soviet republics to fol-
low the example of Russia and
Belarus.

The leaders of some

parties
present to the to
c:unfmn:'ﬁ:;cm to the
union.

AP adds: With kisses and
lause in the Kremlin, s
eltsin and the of Be-

larus have sealed a deal to cre-
ate an fll-defined union be-
tween Russia and its smaller,
authoritarian neighbour.

The union charter, initialed
Friday by Yeltsin and Alexan-
der Lukashenko, on a
treaty concluded by the Slavic
nations last month.

The two nations to co-
ordinate foreign eco-

nomic reforms and military
::t;ﬁticn. create ]ﬁntww
transport

- g ol oo e
rency and citizenship. A
Supreme Council of top leaders
from both countries is to out-
line joint policies.

But the
move,

effect of the

some see as Russi-
a's way of coun NATO's

teracting
h into Eastern Europe, i
mthanncltar. L
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China, Bahamas
establish ties

UNITED NATIONS, May 24:
China and the Bahamas estab-
lished diplomatic relations
Friday, the latest victory in
China's effort to isolate Taiwan
internationally, reports AP.

"The two governments
recognised each other, estab-
lishing diplomatic relations at
the ambassador level effective
immediately," said Chen Ran-
feng., spokesman for China's
mission to the United Nations.

The government of the Ba-
hamas recognised that the gov-
ernment of the People's Repub-
lic of China is the sole legal
government of China and that
Taiwan is a province of China,
Chen said.

US Senate okays
bill to implement

chemical arms ban

WASHINGTON, May 24: The
US Senate approved without
debate Friday a bill implement-
Chemical Weapons Convention,
which bans development, pro-
duction, transfer and stockpil-
ing of all chemical weapons, re-
ports AP.

The Senate ratified the
treaty on April 25 and it took
effect four days later. Legisla-
tion was required to govern in-
spections by foreigners on US
soil.

The implementing legisla-
tion was approved on a voice
vote.

‘than a dozen

'forcés tried to'lg

Clash leaves 4 killed

Violence marks last day of
Indonesia's polls campaign

JAKARTA, May 24: Four
people were killed, scores were
irH]ured and dozens of shops and
offices destroyed on the last da
of Indonesia's violence-marre
election campaign, reports said
tuclay, says AFP.

owever, Jakarta military
commander Major General Su-
tivoso dismissed the unrest as
"small in scale, and sponta-
neous,” Kompas daily reported.

"Security personnel were
able to handle it," Sutiyoso
said.

Four people died in the east
Java towns of Bangil and Pasu-
ruan, the state tara news
agency reported, in violence
sparked by a supporter of the

nited Development Party
(PPP) allegedly being beaten by
police.,

The Kompas Daily said more

| eople suffered
unshot wounds zlliiﬂ' securit
11 ‘around,
5,000 angry PPP supperters
who ran a mob after midday
Friday prayers.

The mob damaged three
churches, four banks and sev-
eral police vehicles before secu-
rity forces restored order.

In Jakarta, , there was vio-
lence in a number of areas with
shops and offices pelted and
tyres burned in the middle of at
least three avenues until late
Friday.

Many businesses and

schools were shut Friday in the
Indonesian capital in anticipa-
tion of the unrest. ‘

The worst troublespot was in
the south Jakarta district of
Ciputat, where thousands of
people, mostly PPP supporters
damaged shops and pelted secu-
rity personnel.

Police and troops fired
warning shots with rubber bul-
lets, and used tear gas and water
cannon, one man was shot in
the foot and at least seven were
arrested, witnesses said.

In the west Java towns of
Tangerang and Bekasi, west of
Jakarta, thousands of people
attacked shops, banks, a gov-
ernment district office, and a
Roman Catholic junior high
school.

In Cirebon, west Java, and
Solo, central Java, angry
crowds dama%{ﬂd police property
including vehicles and police

Tuglations, Antara said.

Mass violenice also occurred '
in several other ¢ities in Java,

south Sulawesi and south
Kalimantan.

There has been eated vio-
lence in Indonesia during the

27-day campaign period which
ended Friday.

There is now a five day "cool
off" period before the parlia-
ment elections on May 29
which President Suharto’s rul-
ing Golkar Party is virtually
certain to win.
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-Global move to fight fnaﬁa—style crime

syndicates to take shape soon

by R. Senthilnathan writes from Vienna

A global move to fight
mafia-style crime syndicates
will soon take shape in the
form of an international treaty
under the aegis of the United
Nations.

An inter-governmental ex-
perts group will be established
soon to draw up a treaty and
bridge existing differences
among countries on ways to
deal with the problem, sources
said.

The differences vary from
the fundamental issue of
defining the term "organised
crime” to international coop-
eration against criminals, said
Dimitros Vlassis, an official
with the Vienna-based U.N.
Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Division. .

A resolution calling for the
creation of the experts group
has already been prepared and
{Bl'st needs to be adopted by the

N. General Assembly when il
meets later this year; Vlassis
said. Given the concern coun-
tries have been expressing on
the issue in the recent past, the
group could be formed before
the end of this year, he said.

Poland, which has taken a
number of initiatives on global
action against organised crime,
has already submitted a draft
international convention, but
other proposals can be expected
during the group's meeting, he
said.

Action to curb mafia-style
crime has been speeded up fol-
lowing widespread concern over
the expansion of gang opera-
tions across continents. Figures
vary, but a senior German po-
lice official recently claimed
the volume of money organised
crime groups dealt with in 1991
was a st $5.6 trillion,
almost half of it coming from
illicit trafficking in drugs.

Traditionally there have
been five major mafia groups.
The first is the China- and Hong
Kong-based Triads which re-
portedly earns $200 billion an-
nually through extortion, pros-
titution, drugs and migrants
smuggling, a U.N. report on or-
ganised crime says. The liber-
alised economic zones in the
Chinese cities of Fujian and
Guandong provinces are
favoured areas where the Triads

are investing their profits, it -

saidy s ) SONT
The Yakuza of Japan is the
second mafia organfsation in
Asia. The three remaining
roups are the well-known
talian mafiosi, Columbia's
Cali cartel and the Russian
Vory v Zakonye.

Since the end of the Cold War
the Russian syndicates have ex-
panded their activities and es-
tablished a dominant position
in Eastern and Western Europe,
controlling prostitution and
bringing home an estimated

250.000 stolen cars annually.

There are also crime groups,
though not considered to adnrt
a mafia style of operation, in
Africa as well, the report says.

Officials say det crime
is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult as the mafia groups use
modern technology to the max-
imum and forge strategic al-
liances among themselves. For
example U.N.'s crime and d
division officials claimed Ital-
ian mafia men tutored their
Russian colleagues on money
laundering methods at meet-

ings held in Prague in the Czech
Republic an Warsaw in
Poland.

A serious imbalance has de-

" veloped, experts say, because

while crime groups are going hi-
tech and transcending national
borders, crime fighting is still
old fashioned and mostly con-
fined within ‘national borders.

n2 D ke Apast froos having to reach a
definition, of or

ised crime
acceptable to all members, the

rts panel would have to set-
tle the issue of extradition.
Many countries are willing to
extradite Feaple from other
countries if they are wanted in
connection with crime commit-
ted in foreign lands, but are un-
willing to extradite their own
citizens if wanted in crimes
committed abroad.

— India Abroad News Ser-
vice ' )
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north of Gaza Strip Friday. Some 1,000 demonstrators gathered to protest against the
Israeli government settlement policy.

— AFP/UNB photo

Albright urges Kabila to
broaden his cabinet

WASHINGTON, May 24: US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright expressed concern on
Friday about events in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
and urged self-proclaimed Pres-
ident Laurent Kabila to broaden
his Cabinet, reports Reuter.

Opposition leader Etienne
Tshisekedi was excluded from
the partial Cabinet announced
on Thursday night by Kabila,
whose forces captured Kinshasa
last weekend to take patrol of
the country formerly known as
Zaire.

"We are concerned generally
... about what is going on in the
Congo now,” Albright told a
news conference.

She called Kabila's Cabinet
formation a ‘“"worked-in-
progress” but stressed "the im-
portance of having a Cabinet
and a government that is inclu-
sive of others than just his al-
liance",

Albright said Washington

wanted to see "that there is a
rule of law, that they are mov-
ing towards democratic elec-
tions, and that there is recon-
ciliation.”

Laurent Kabila's new gov-
ernment, under fire for exclud-
ing the country's veteran oppo-
sition leader, said on Friday
that because they had won the
rebel war they had the right to
decide the future.

After seven months of bush
war to oust ailing ex-president
Mobutu Sese Seko, Foreign
Minister Bizima Karaha called
on his to return home with the
money he stowed abroad during
his 32 year rule.

"We are not ready to take
nonsense from anyone for
whatever reason, just to make
sure people are happy. Lihe:rtx
yes, but revolution first,
Karaha told a news conference
after Etienne Tshisekedi and
his supporters demonstrated

" month sweep

against the alliance on Friday.
Kabila's troops fired in the air
to halt a march on Parliament
by several hundred Tshisekedi
supporters. :

AP says: Congo's new leader
has a Fuinted his government
= t}J argely sEeaking. he's it.
Laurent Kabila kept the bulk of
power for himself, giving only
two posts to followers of a popu-
lar opposition leader.

Sguuting "Dictator!” several
hundred outraged supporters of
Etinne Tshisekedi marched
through the streets of the capi-
tal Friday, denouncing Kabila
as no better than the corrupt
leader he usurped and demand-
ing that Tshisekedi be made
prime minister.

It was an abrupt reversal.
Just six days ago, residents were
hailing Kabila as Congo's liber-
ator for his ouster of president
Mobutu Sese Seko in a nine-
across Africa's
third-largest nation.

Sonia takes centre stage in Congress party affairs

NEW DELHI, May 24:
Breaking six years of self-im-

unit of the Congress, Santokh
Singh Randhawa, who quit in a

sed political seclusion, Sonia ¥ huif over the weekend al]e:ginﬁ

andhi, the Italian-born widow

of assassinated former Indian
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi,
this week took the first step to
show that she wants to call the
shots in the Congress p .

But even as this was likely to
speed up reunification of the
splintered Farty her decision to
get formally involved in party
affairs would be a damper on
the restoration of house democ-
racy in the party which has
ruled India most of its 50 years
since independence.

"Her entry is disturbing
mainly for its potential to

uash the internal democracy
at was just about beginning to
take root in the Congress, its
outward obsession with con-
sensus notwithstanding," said
the influential English lan-
guage daily, The Times of India.
Gandhi's refusal to en-
dorse the revolt against
E::ﬁresu vI:.»rw:si«:ln!';ﬂt Sitaram
had virtually ensured his
win in next month's election to
the top party post, said political
observers.
The president of the Punjab

Kesri supporters had rigge
Earty organisational polls in

is state, later withdrew his
resignation after a meeting
with Mrs Gandhi in the Indian
capital.

While announcing his resig-
nation, the Punjab Congress
chief had urged Mrs Gandhi to
take over the Congress leader-
ship to save the ga.rl:%r but later
declared he had full faith in
Kesri.

Randhawa's revolt had
given the green signal to influ-
ential Kesri rivals in the party,
with senior leaders in several
states too accusing Kesri to fix-

.ing the ongoing p polls in
the states to ensure his win in
the forthcoming party presi-
dential election.

However, aewspapers, quot-
ing unnamed Congress leaders
close to Mrs Gandhi, reported
that she had turned down the
request of Kesri's detractors to
unseat him.

Kesri reciprocated the ges-

turcata(:nngmraﬂjrtumar}:_
(8]

the sixth death annivers
Rajiv Gandhi. "The future of the

Congress is safe only in the
hands of the Nehru-Gandhi
family," Kesri said, adding in-
Fraﬂaﬂngly: "We will always
ook forward to guidance and
advice from Ms Sonia Gandhi".

Mrs Gandhi was said to be
for Kesri as party president, but
at the same time wanted to in-
directly control the party's af-
fairs by putting her nominees
in key organisational posts at
the state and central level.

Sources said that Mrs Gand-
hi's long time personal secre-
tary Vincent George had called
on the Congress president over
the weekend with a list of
names of party members whom
she wanted elected to the elec-
toral college which chooses the
state chiefs and the party
president. One paper reported
that Kesri later called on Mrs
F:andhl and "came back jubi-
ant”.

f'Wh{llebEMra h(.‘;andhi's lon

arm wi visible in part -
fairs, she will come in the l‘;'ont
to lead the party some time be-
fore the next Lok Sabha (lower
house of parliament) polls, by
which time the scene on the
Bofors front will be clearer,"”

and unidentified senior party
leader told the Times.

Analysts say the decade-old
charges linking former premier
Rajiv to the E}fﬂffs by Swedish
gun maker Bofors to clinch
a Howitzer supply deal with his
government in 1986 could again
prove embarrassing for the
Congress at a time when it has
begun rallying around the Rajiv
widow, expecting her to lead the
party out of the political
wilderness.

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) recently submit-
ted its final report on the Bofors
probe to the government which
provoked sharp protests from
the Congress after a national
daily claimcd having been told
by top CBI officials that inves-
tigating sleuths have impli-
cated Mrs Gandhi's late hus-
band in the scam.

Another, more recent CBI
probe, had divided Prime Min-
ister Inder Kumar Gujral's
United Front (UF) minority al-
liance, which depends on the
Congress for survival. The UF
was also in serious trouble over
a proposed law to reserve a
third of seats in parliament and
state legislatures for women.

Prime Minister Gujral was
in a tight spot after the CBI
sought the Bihar governor's
permission to indict Laloo
Prasad Yadav, the president of
the Janata Dal party to which
Gujral belongs and who, as
chief minister of the state of
Bihar, is suspected of involve-
ment in the multibillion rupee
fiddle involving funds of the
animal husbandry department.

Gujral was also facing se-
vere embarrassment after the
working president of the Janata
Dal, Sharad Yadav, launched
an offensive against the Gender
Quota Bill which will be consid-
ered by the next session of par-
liament.

All this had undermined the
prime minister's authority,
said analysts. "The hands-off
approach adopted by Gujral to

roblems that stare him in the
ace may have a political logic
but it sends wrong signals, "
said a political commentary in
the Indian Express. "It gives the
impression of a prime minister
being weak and unable to shape
the agenda of the government
and reinforces an image of a
non-governance,” the commen-
tary said.

Some analysts expected the
troubles of the Congress and the
UF to help the main parliamen-
tary opposition haratiya
Janata Party (BJP) to move
nearer to its goal of forming a
government without bending
over backwards to accommo-
date likely coalition allies.

Former senior Congress
leader Arun Nehru, now a me-
dia political analyst, expecis
mid-term polls later this year
unless the Congress joins the
UF government. He sees the BJP
improving on its present tally
to near the majority mark on
the strength of electoral al-
liances with key regional par-
ties.

"“The Congress is clearly
looking at elections around the
corner. Warm and cosy rela-
tions between Gujral and Kesri
are not enough to keep the gov-
ernment afloat, and political
numbers and power of the
Congress has to assert itself at
some point. The Sonia Gandhi
factor could lead to a more ag-
ﬁresaivc role of the Congress."

e said, writing in the daily the
Pioneer.
— India Abroad News Service

Troops loyal to Dostam
flee Badghis province

SAR-I-POL, Afghanistan,
May 24: Troops loyal to an anti-
Taliban alliance leader, Gen-
eral Abdul Rashid Dostam, fled
the western province of Badghis
but still control Sari-I-Pol, ac-
cording to a spokesman for the
northern worlord, reports AFP.

General Yusuf said Friday
speaking at Shibarghan, the
Dostam headquarters in
Afghanistan’'s far northwest,
that the "Taliban have grabbed
Badghis province" meighbour-
ing Iran, while a military revolt
was on in Faryab, to the north.

The rebellion against
Dostam was led by General Ab-
dul Malik, who announced he
was joining forces with the Is-
lamic militia that controls
more than two-thirds of
Afghanistan including Kabul.

Earlier report says, an anti-
Taliban Shi'ite faction has held
off a massive militia offensive
aimed at breaking into their
central Afghan mountain
stronghold, aid sources reported
}rentr:rda¥.

The fierce attack on the
Shibar Pass, which guards the
entrance to the Hezb-e-Wahdat
base of Bamiyan, has left at,

least 100 of the puritanical
militia dead and hundreds
more injured, a Western aid

worker said.

"The ferocity of the fighting
could be heard as far away as
Bamiyan, which is nearly 60
kilometres (37 miles) from the
front," a Western aid worker ar-
riving in Kabul reported.

The aid worker said the
ethnic-Hazra Shi'ite fighters
were in a confident and jubilant
mood. reporting wiping out at
least 200 mainly Pashtoon Tal-
iban soldiers attempting to
break their lines.

"From the sound of the fight-
ing it doesn't seem to be an ex-
aggcrﬂllnn.“ the aid worker

Another aid agency based
here, which maintains daillv]
contact with Bami{an —_
is around 120 kilometres (75
miles) northwest of Kabul —
confirmed Hezb-e-Wahdat had
inflicted heavy casualties on.
the Taliban.

it added the Taliban offen-
sive was launched Tuesday, but
after four days of ferocious at-

tacks had falled to break de-
fences on the Shibar Pass.



