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= Down to Earth =
City's High-rise Buildin

The city's sky-line is fast
changing at present with the
boosting of building activities
pertaining to high-rise apart-
ments, commercial and non-
residemtial complexes in a large
part of new areas. This is a new
phase of our urban develop-
ment, Inevitably, this raises
some questions connected with
the new Phenomenon. Such
questions mainly relate to
problems in several field which
may be indicated as follows.

One of such problems relates
to technical aspects. In this re-
spect, we may cite congestion
density created not only by the
existing volume of city popula-
tion but also by the burgeoning
traffic pressure caused by the
increasing number of vehicles
of all descriptions. This con-
gestion is further heightened by
the steady growth of high-rise
buildings which inevitably
leads to over-fiction. As a re-
sult, there are emerging threats
to normal functioning of the
service sector in such flields as
gas, water and electricity which
are already over-loaded. This
obviously calls for adoption of
measures on a priority basis for
augmenting the capacities of in-
frastructural facilities to meet
the challenge of growing pres-
sure on them in the coming
years.

There are other disadvanta-
geous factors which are mainly
social in character affecting the
homes of the residents of such
buildings. Admittedly a home is
a place for the children to grow
up in and learn from the envi-
ronment prevailing therein.
But it is felt that is the limited
space in an aﬁanment. the fac-
tors which help the healthy
growth of a child by and large.
greatly inhibit it both in the
physical and mental aspects,
resulting in a less active life for
the child, Even there is no play-
ing space for children in most
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6,47,09,120 programme,
said.

State Minister for Planning
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir who
visited cyclone-hit Kutubdia
earlier in the day was also pre-
sent at the press briefing and
informed newsmen about the
relief operation in the affected
areas.

Jawadul Karim also said
four persons so far died of diar-
rhoea in Noakhali and 861 were
attacked in the district, 457 in
Chittagong, 24 in Bhola, but
none in Cox's Bazar. The crisis
of drinking water in the af-
fected areas in almost over with
resumption of power supply, he
claimed.

The Press Secretary said, the
death toll from last Monday's
cyclone rose to 106 yesterday.
The number of injured peulple in
9,663, missing two, affected
30,45,272 and houses damaged
are 6,11,929, he said.

So far, Tk 58,25.000 has
been sanctioned from the Prime
Minister's relief fund and the
relief ministry for the affected
people, he said. The Prime
Minister will receive donations
to her relief fund from 4 pm to 5
pm every day from today, he
said.

Denying some press reports
Karim said that nothing hap-

ed at Nijhum Dip, Charlata,

harkajal, Barabaishdiya,
Chotobaishdiya and
Charkhali. He also denied the
reported loss of life in 'Ander-
char' saying that the Deputy
Commissioner Patuakhali who
visited the tiny char area found
no basis of the press report that
there were some loss of lives

Minister to quit
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the affected people. Members of
the council of ministers have
been deputed in various cy-
clone-hit areas to coordinate
and supervise the relief opera-
tion, he said adding that the
Prime Minister herself was su-
pervising the overall relief and
rehabilitation works round-the
clock.

Mohiuddin rather alleged

he

that during his stay in the Ku--

tubdia, the local parliament
member who happened to be a
BNP member was not seen in
the cyclone-battered island.

Narrating his rience in
the island he said that the is-
land, inhabited by one lakh 77
thousand people, suffered less
loss of life than what was ap-
prehended. Only six persons
were killed and 61 injured.
However, the cyclone caused se-
vere damage to dwelling houses.
The islanders were lucky
enough as most of their paddy
fields and salt beds were har-
vested before the catastrophy
hit the area, he said.

By A S M Nurunnabi

of such buildings. To these in-
hibiting influences are now
added the growing addiction to
TV. VCR and computer games.
As a result, the young minds are
prone to influences, which are
quite alien to our own values.
Next come the economic
factors. The price of land in the
city has risen to such a pitch
that it is now a difficult propo-.
sition for many except the af-
fluent few to acquire it for
building purposes. A discon-
certing trend is noticeable to
the eftect that in many impor-
tant areas of the city, lands
which had previously been de-
veloped and built upon have
been giving way to new high-
rise structures through the pro-
cess of demolition of the old
structures. This is causing the
value of the property to push u
further with the result that such
housing units go beyond the
acquisition capacity of the
eople within middle income
rackets. The beneficiaries in
these cases are the people with
high income, who are capable of
investing heavy amounts of
their capital and reaping sub-
stantial financial benefits
therefrom. In most of such
cases, it is rather a case of de-
velopment with more substan-
tial capital of a piece of land on
which a low-rise building pre-
viously stood.

This phenomenon of afflu-
ent people owning/occupying
high-rise building apartments
has gradually spawned a change
of social structure. The richer
classes enjoying such high-rise
property seem to symbolise a
growing process of class segre-
gation as a result of mi dle
class people with moderate in-
come being thrown out of the
competition/ability for acquir-
ing such housing property.

Besides these social impli-
cations, there are environmen-
tal considerations arising from

there.

The Press Secretary further
said that there was no existence
of chars like 'Charhari’ and
‘Sonar Char' under Bhola dis-
trict and as such the question of
loss of life and property in these
two chars does not arise at all
as reported in a section of the
press.

About the allegation of BNP
published in a section of news-
papers that there was no relief
activities in Banshkhali under
Chittagong district Karim said
that the Prime Minister herself
visited the area and addressed a
public rally there after the
calamity. She also distributed
relief there in her own hands
among the cyclone victims. The
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner and Additional District
Magistrate from Chittagon
were present at the time of relie
operation, he added.

Mohiuddin said the govern-
ment has decided to build one
cyclone shelter for each 2.5 sq.
mile area in the coastal belt.
The 'area mapping' task for the
purpose will begin soonmn.

He said all damaged educa-
tional institutions in the
coastal areas will be rebuilt
with pucca structures.

The state minister said, re-
pair of damaged embankments
will begin before the coming
rainy season while the work for
raising the heights of the dams
Ig}; two to three feet will begin

er the rainy season.

Khan said shrimp cultiva-
tion was severely damaged in
Chokoria and Teknaf areas but
salt production did not suffer
loss as the season is over.

Responding to a question
about death toll, he said the
government this time was giv-
ing the actual figure of deaths
and extent of damage in the cy-
clone.

One held for
raping minor
girl in Demra

Demra police yesterday ar-
rested one Abdul Alim, 42, from
north Sayedabad area on
charge of violating a minor girl,
reports BSS.

Police said arrested Alim
kept hostage one Rita, 9, inside
his residence at North Sayed-
abad and raped her.

Mohammad Fazlur Rah-
man, a day labourer and step-
father of Rita had left her to Al-
im's residence on May 8 before
he went to his village home in
Madaripur.

Residents of the area came to
know the matter and handed
over Alim to police yesterday.

The victim was given first
aid at Dhaka Medical College

Hospital.
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such buildings. Most of the
apartments in the high-rise
buildings use air coolers with
the result that. although
air /ventilation in the interior
enjoys cool temperature with
the help of mechanical gadgets,
this creates heated temperature
outside. There is thus an imbal-
ance in the environmental sit-
uation with adverse effect par-
ticularly on such
greenary /vegetation as may be
existing in close proximity to
the high-rise buildings using
air coolers.

The basic question relating
to high-rise building seems to
be whether the present trend in
this respect really affords any
meaningful relief by waar of
meeting the housing needs of
any significant section of the
city populace, besides the afflu-
ent classes in society. Some
knowledgeable quarters feel
that the gresent emphasis on
high-rise buildings for residen-
tial purpopses in city areas may
be shifted to low-cost lands
available out-side the periphe
of the main city areas wit
provisions for housing for peo-
ple with moderate income, be-
sides the affluent people, with
the help of subsidies conces-
sions for the private sector. In
that case, the housing policy
may provide for certain per-
centage of allottments each for
high income, middle income
and low income people under
such a policy in the private sec-
tor, which may be more demo-
cratic, and help ease congestion
both of traffic and people in the
city the lesser amount of profit
accruing from the lower cate-
gories of allottees may be taken
into account for assuring rea-
sonable returns in the light of
higher margins of profit to be
derived from the top category of
allottees. Similar policies are
said to be in operation with
suitable modifications in many
countries, including India.

Over 500
join BNP

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon the patriotic people to
rally round the BNP to foil all
sorts of conspiracy against the
country and its people, reports
UNB.

She alleged that the ruling.
party had made all prepara-
tions to hand over the country
to others and national interests
are being sold out one after an-
other.

Begum Zia was addressing a
gathering of newcomers to her
party at the 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence of Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament in
the evening.

More than 500 leaders and
workers ®f the Awami League,
Jatiya Party, Gano Forum and a
group of freedom fighters of
Dhunat thana of Bogra district
joined the BNP, yesterday.

Housewife
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pital this evening, alleged that
Bashiruddin beat his daughter
to death for dowry.

Shahinur got married to
Bashiruddin, 22, six months
ago. Her father Promised dowry
to the bridegroom but failed to
collect the entire amount.

However, Bashiruddin told
police that his wife had com-
mitted suicide by taking poison.

Kashmir1 boy
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They alleged Sheikh had
been tortured to death, but po-
lice would not comment on the
charge.

Residents of Sheikh's local-
ity said he had been "taken” by

nmen late Wednesday after
ound celebrating Pakistan's
35-run win over India in a one-
day match commemorating the
50th year of thé Indian inde-
pendence from British rule.

People from Sheikh's area
said the abductors were Indian
security forces deployed to fight
insurgency in Indian-ad 5
tered hmir, where a Muslim
separatist drive has claimed
more than 20,000 lives since
1989.

They later staged protests,
shouting "we want freedom,"
"long live Pakistan" and "our
hero Saeed Anwar®" — a refer-
ence to the Pakistani opener
who hammered a record 194
against India in the Indepen-
dence Cup match in Madras.

Fujimori
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groundless.

Officials had received an
anonymous telephone call in-
forming them there was a bomb
on Fujimori's Lufthansa flight,
forcing a special bomb squad
team to out an exhaustive
search of the aircraft.

Fujimori, accompanied by
39 business leaders, govern-
ment . officials, reporters and

his security detail, left after a
90-minute delay.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina receiving donations to the
PM's relief fund at the Ganobhaban yesterday for the

cyclone -affected people.

— PID photo

CJ unhappy over ACR
of junior judges

Chief Justice ATM Afzal yes-
terday warned that junior
judges would not get promotion
if they failed to dispose of satis-
factory number of cases with
qualitative judgement, reports
UNB.

"I am shocked to find inade-
quate number of cases disposed
of in the annual confidential
report (ACR} of the judges.” he
said at the certificate awarding
ceremony of a training course
for sub-judges and assistant
sessions judges in the city.

The Chief Justice advised the
judges not to be satisfied by dis-
posing of six cases in a month
as directed by the Supreme
Court. "Always keep it in your
mind how much time you spend
for your sacred service.”

he Judicial Administra-
tion Training Institute (JATI)
organised the three-week course
participated by 36 subjudges
and assistant sessions judges at
its auditorium at old High
Court.

It was also addressed by Jlus-
tice Abdul Quddus Chowdhury,
Justice AKM Sadeq and Dhaka
University Law. Faculty Dean
Ershadul Bari with DG of JATI
Justice Badruzzaman in the
chair. Abu Ahmed Jamadar
spoke on behalf of the partici-
pants.

The Chief Justice asked the
judicial officials to give up the
tendency to come to Dhaka.
"The thirst for a posting in the
capital is not a good tendency,"
he said adding that Dhaka is

not whole Bangladesh.
Asking the officials to dis-
charge their duties with utmost

sincerity. Justice Afzal assured’

them of appreciation by promo-
tion, posting and training
abroad for ﬁrod work.

"Remember, Supreme Court
is not only monitoring you ...
there is another one,” he said
directing his finger up. "You
have to be answerable to
Almighty Allah. He is also
monitoring you as he monitors
me and each and everyone."

"You don't need tall talks
like rule of law, independence
of judiciary
human rights,” Afzal said
adding that all good words
would be implemented if every-
one discharges his duty prop-
erly.

He said: "How human rights

will be ensured if I do not stay at

my office in the office time.

Woman MP hurt in

road accident

Meher Afroz Chumki , a
Woman MP of Gazipur-Nars-
ingdi, was injured yesterday in
a road accident on Mohakhali-
Banani Link Road, reports BSS.

Family sources said Chumki
received injuries in her legs,
when the three wheeler she was
travelling in was hit by a speed-

ing bus.

Chumki was treated at the
Holy Family Hospital and re-
leased alterwards.

and enforcement of
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A house damaged by earthquak

India on Thursday.

flurry of dam—buildin% in
earthquake-prone central India
is responsible for Thursday's
earthquake, which measured
6.0 on the Richter scale and
killed nearly 40 people, a lead-
ing Green group said, reports
ﬂ P. L | i

The 'Narmada Bachao An-
dolan' (NBA, Save Narmada
Movement) said shert-sighted
government policies in the re-
gion, marked by a rift along the
valley of the Narmada river,
were putting millions of lives at
risk.

"Reservoir-induced seismoc-
ity is a real phenomenon here,”
NBA activist Sripad Dharmad-
hikari said by telephone from
Baroda, close to Jabalpur -—— the
worst hit city in the central
state of Madhya Pradesh.

"It has probably caused the
tragedy.”

"The government has
planned 30 major dams in the
region. Some have been built
while others are in various
stages of planning on the draw-
ing board or nearing comple-
tion," he told AFP.

"We have repeatedly issued
warn but they have fallen
on deaf ears. The government
claims it is making safe dams.

Geophysicist JG Negi said
Madhya Pradesh, where the
mighty Narmada river is lo-
cated, literally stood on shaky

Negi said: "The entire Nar-
mada Valley, spread over an
area of 12,312 kilometres is
suspectable because of tectonic
plate movement in the river's
rift valley zone.

"There are 29 major, 35

that hit Jabalpur in
— AFP UNB photo

Dams blamed for tremors
in Madhya Pradesh

NEW DELHI, May 23: A

medium and over 3,000 minor
irrigation projects and as the
construction work is still going
on enough care should be taken
in this most vulnerable area,”
he said.

"Several river valley rift
zones in India are getting reac-
tivated, he said.

"The Indian subcontinent is

moving northward at the rate of

five centimetres every year and
colliding with the Eurasian
plate.

2 remanded
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Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court yesterday afternoon. The
court granted the remand for
further interrogation.
On-duty police men at
Sonargaon crossing caught the
two when they tried to flee after
killing 30-year-old Ashiq
Igbal, a contractor of the Public
Works Department (PWD]), in

front of the PG Hospital gate at

Shahbagh crossing at about 12
Nnoon.

However, the other persons
accused in the killing could not
be arrested till last night.

Police was yet to confirm
whether the murder was sequel
to a tender-related dispute be-
tween two groups. It was alleged
that Ashiq was killed after he
ﬁet a supply-work of the PG

ospital through a tender re-
een&a}r. : "
mna police suspected that
the killerspe(} Ashiq were hired
persons. They hoped that the
identities of those behind the
killing would be revealed fol-
lowing interrogation of the two
remanded accused. -
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Rural i_Ilfrastructure development

Dhaka achieved only 39 pc

of '85-95 targets: WB

The country will need n
TK 6300 crore over the next 1
years to attain a 'realistic tar-
get' of ing 70 per cent of the
current infrastructure im-
provement needs, reports BSS.

A recent World Bank study

on Bangladesh's rural infras-
tructure said the country's
maintenance cost under the
‘realistic’ scenario would in-
crease gradually from Tk 130
crore annually to about Tk 290
crore by 2005.
'~ The study said the increase
implied an annual increase of
Tk 16 crore for maintenance,
and a cumulative annual aver-
age maintenance over the first
year of Tk 178 crore and a cu-
mulative average maintenance
over 10 years of Tk 210 crore,

It said currently the country
spends about Tk 550 crore —
about 5.5 per cent of its devel-
opment budget — on rural roads
and markets development.

According to the study re-
port, only about 39 per cent of
the physical targets set for the

ten-year-period ending in 1995

were achieved due to the lack of

resources and ambitious target.

This has left a huge unmet
demands for improvement, fur-
ther increased by population
growth.

The study has suggested for
adopting the realistic approach
of expanding rural development
infrastructure instead of ambi-
tious approach like the past.

Detailing the funding sce-
nario under ambitious ap-

roach of the past, the World

ank said the funding require-
ment are estimated to be Tk
8960 crore over the next 10-year
period or Tk 890 crore per an-
num. In addition, Tk 370 crore
for recurrent maintenance is
required on completion, the
maintenance cost increasing
gradually from the present
Taka 130 crore.

The bank said under the re-
alistic scenario', the annual fu-
ture resource requirement, us-
ing five-year maintenance av-
erage, would be Tk 810 crore. As
against this, the current level of
resources availability is about

Tk 680 crore, of which 54 per
cent is foreign and 46 per cent
domestic. "This indicates the
need for about 20 per cent in-
crease in annual resources to
meet future needs if Ban

is to meet the realistic 10-year

target as proposed in the study.”

The implementation capac-
ity exists, or is feasible, for this
level of realistic approach, the
bank said, adding the increase
in the required financial re-
sources would seem justified in
view of the proven major eco-
nomic and poverty alleviation
impacts of such investments.

Describing the main charac-
teristics of the rural infrastruc-
ture, the study said the rural
transport infrastructure con-
sisted of an extensive network
of feeder roads of 8,400 kilo-
metres and rural roads of
78,000 kilometres at t. It
said existence of 38, or
about one gap every two kilo-
metres in rural road system
causes major constraint to ru-

™

Bangladeshi
student dies
in Moscow

road accident

Md Ahsanur Rahman
Ananda, 26, a Bangladeshi stu-
dent died in a road accident in
Moscow city on Friday, reports
BSS. .

He was a final year student
of computer engineering in
Moscow.

He is the son of Shubha
Rahman, Assistant Editor of
Daily Janakantha and Fazi-
latunnesa, Assistant Head Mis-
tress of Anwara Begum Muslim
Girls' High School.

Ananda was associated with
cultural and literary activities
in Dhaka. He was a founder
member of Arani Shilpi Gosthi.

Chemical factory
blastkills 8
near Delhi

NEW DELHI, May 23: Eight

people were killed when a pow-
erful explosion destroyed a
chemical factory near the In-
dian capital, newspapers re-
ported today, r{}pnrts AFP.

The owner of the factory and
five labourers died instantly in
the blast on Thursday at Farid-
abad, an industrial town that
borders New Delhi, the Indian
Express said.

men travelling on trac-
tor also reportedly died after be-
ing hit by flying debris.

“The tractor was lifted high
into the air and fell more than
20 feet (six meters) away,” the
Express quoted a witness as
saying. "Two scooters parked
nearby were also smashed.”

The cause of the explosion
was not immediately clear. The
police said the factory was pro-
ducing chemicals to manufac-
ture fibre glass. -

Gusty wind
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sufferings of the already af-
fected people in the district.
Many of them complained that
even four days after the cyclone,
they int too inadequate relief.
They kept hoisting 'red flags’ at
places, signalling the need for
relief. -

Scarcity of pure drinking
water in Kutubdja and Mo-
heshkhali caused diarrhoea to
spread and a baby, Md Tareq,
died of diarrhoea in Kutubdia
yesterday, confirmed the con-

trol room in the Civil Surgeon's

office.
A total of 81 medical teams
were now provid
the affected people in the dis-
trict.
The Deputy

ing last night,
a[Feeted people at 11,12,174,
belonging to 2,19,957 families,
in the district. A total of 166
tonns of rice and Tk six lakh in
cash were alreadg distributed
and another Tk 10 lakh was in
the process of distribution
among the affected, he added.

In per cent of the affected
areas power supply was resumed
while 30 per cent telephone
connections were also restored,

’ th!:I}Caald.

President: Power
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clashes and gun-battles. "These
dreadful things are known to
our political parties which en-
gage the students as their -
ners of day to day political ac-
tivities and in power i

The President said, "For
God's sake, stop these abom-
inable things and allow the stu-
dents to B?umue k:nnvded%e ina
congenial atmosphere, lailing
which we may one day cease to
exist as a civilised nation."

The convocation ceremony
was also addressed, oth-
ers, by eminent educationist
National Professor M Innas
Ali, IUB President Dr A Majeed
Khan, its Rector Prof Bazlul M
Chowdhury and Treasurer Ab-
dul Hafiz Chowdhury.

President Shahabuddin,
also Chancellor of the Univer-
sity, conferred the Bachelor de-
gree among some 29 students
who have successfully com-
pleted their course in Business
Administration, Communica-
tion, Environmental Science
and Management faculties.

The President lamented that.

- well-established public univer-

sities were missing their convo-
cations due to polluted aca-
demic environment prevailing
in the country for nearly three
decades.

ral mobility.
games

He said the awarded
by the public universities are
hard?r abroad as the
standard of education in the
coun has deteriorated so
much due to prevailing violence
and terrorism on the campuses.

Referring to a provision in
the Private Universities Act for
education free of cost in case of
poor meritorious students,

President Shahabuddin felt
that the facility should be

raised to 10 per cent from the
existing 5 per cent of the stu-

dents admitted.

52 lawyers in Sylhet
demand govt action

against police officer

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 23: Some 52
members of meySylhet District
Bar ' Association have de-
manded punitive measures
against ASP AN Palit of Sylhet
Sadar (south) circle.

The lawyers, in statement,
said the ASP without any law-
ful authority arrested the Assis-
tant Public Prosecutor Advo-
cate Nilmoni Singh on May 9.
He also passed some 'Unwanted’
comments against the lawyer
community, they alleged.

medicare to

Commissioner
of Cox's Bazar, at a press brief-
ut the number of

Khaleda: Media coverage
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body from the government
during my three-day visit,” she
said alleging that the prime
minister's relief operation{¥as
designed only for media cover-

o
"Her (PM's) relief activities
stopped soon after she returned
from the affected areas... The
ministers were busy meeting
the officials They were
missing from relief activities,”
Begum Zia alleged.

egum Zia also alleged that
there was acute crisis of food,
drinking water, smedicine and
house-building materials and
demanded adequate supply of
those and restoration of com-
munication links immediately.
She also demanded interest-
free loans for the affected peo-
le.
P Terming the official death
toll as incorrect, the ition
Leader said, "I think the toll
will be more as death reports
from most of the inaccessible
areas are yet to reach... The
death toll may rise to some
150."

Claiming that her govern-
ment had efficiently faced a
more severe cyclone in 1991,
the former prime minister said,
"We had developed a reliable
system to face cyclone. If that
system is followed, I think
there should not be any prob-
lem for the government.

Replying to a question, the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament said that her part
would certainly cooperate wit
the government but regretted
that no cooperation was sought.
"Rather, the Oppaosition MPs are
not being integrated with the re-
lief and other post-cyclone ac-
tivities”, she commented.

To anther question, the for-
mer prime minister said that

Mobutu flies
to Morocco

RABAT, May 23: Mobutu
Sese Seko, the ailing and de-

sed ruler of what once was
Zaire, flew from Togo to Mo-
rocco today and was whisked to
a beach resort on the second leg
of his flight into exile, reports

AP. _
Shamsi
From Page 1

Rights who was also present at
the press conference said that
Shamsi had r:]imrted to the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's court on April 29 last
and said she had left her hus-

lllll

| bands house following torture.

- nothing to do if such an

there was no need for foreign
assistance for the cyclone vic-
tims as the devastation this
year was much less than that of
1991.

Alleging lack of precaution-
ary measures, the BNP chief
said, "The government ought to
be in full alert and prepared
since the forecast of the cyclone
and start rescue operation
much earlier.”

In this re , she reminded
that she had posted two minis-
ters in Chittagong and Cox's
Bazar well before the 1991 cy-
clone hit. "This time, we co
reach the affected areas before
the government legders could”,
she remarked.

About her party's role, the
BNP chief said she ordered
party leaders and workers to

rush to the affected areas and
stand by the victims and she
herself reached there the day af-
ter the cyclone hit.

Begum Zia said that loss of
life this year was much less as
the people took refuge at the cy-
clone shelters.

Asked about
planned agitation against the

overnment she said they will
ave no option but to go for agi-
tation unless the government
stops "repression and anti-na-
tional activities". "We'll have

ta-
tion topples the govm-nme:lf“
 Reiterating her allegation of
overnment's failure in all
elds, she commented, "It
should quit power if it has a
minimum sense of honour.”

Pak-I.anka final
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Cup champions tomorrow in
the first match of a best-of-
three final at the limited overs
tournament.

Pakistan were elated after
beating India in Madras on
Wednesday in the league stage.

'Winning against India
meant a lot to us after the fu
we faced when we went bac
home,' Raja said in a reference
to events after Pakistan's quar-
ter-final defeat by India at Ban-
galore in last year's World Cup.

'We can safely go back home
now,' he said.

Raja said the final would in
all probability be a high-scor-
ing affair on the easy-paced
Mohali pitch.

Pakistan are to play Sri
Lanka in Calcutta next Tuesday
in the second match of the fi-
nal, with a third game on
Wednesday in Calcutta if the
teams are level 1-1.

See also page 10

her party's



