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* o : Bangladesh and the demands of
Of Suffl(_‘,lency and the tribals seems poised for a
Security

mutually satisfactory resolu-
tion. In a dramatic annou-
ncement that sounded almost

Food self-sufficiency is any nation’s first choice
unless as in Japan or UK this is neither possible
nor worthwhile. But becoming food surplus, some-

had anything to do with violent
incidents that occurred from
time to time. Even though
PCJSS leader Jyotindriyo Bod-
hipriyvo Larma, alias Shantu
Larma, was 'forced’ to relin-
quish his military command
over the Shantibahini insur-
ents and there is Pritilata

with a somewhat discor-
dant note around, Shantu's

pursuit of the peace pro-
cess with the blessings of a vast

Nouw is the time for the tribal community to think of harmony and see the whole range of peace dividends
awaiting them just a short distance away . . . It is no doubt imperative, specially in a democracy, for the
magority to respect the rights of the minority and thereby win their hearts, but the minority n
eed also to reciprocate the sentiments of the mqjority to make it a two-way street.

stance, it is understood that the

administration (in a composite
sense) as a of the
central government and the excellent living conditions to
MPs from the hill constituen- less than one per cent of our to-
cies need to be well-defined. The tal population the tribals com-
very democratisation of the hill prise so as to win their hearts in

per cent of the country's land-
mass we must be able to ensure

weapons, general amnesty and
rehabilitation of the armed
cadres.

This is the waiting time for
the peace process to take a tan-
gible shape and acquire sub-

like giving the lie to doubti demand for a regional council
Thomases, Abul Hasna may be acceded to with such an
Abdullah, Chairman of the em t of it as would be
National Committee on CHT consistent with and subject to
said on May 14 at theend of his the supreme authority of the

. fourth round of talks with national ment. THe re- administration will be a checkmating any possible re- stance, a time for exercising re- majority of tribals must have
thiﬂg passing sufficiency, would lose much of its Shantu Larma, the brother of , gional council to be fmggedtgg step forward from what m.t:lﬁl- verse dianli:mlnaticﬁlm aiﬁlut ﬂtpons:bihtyﬁ ;:]?utijézm an t lztt fng ﬂtﬂhhin cﬁ:t and stan?g-
ood - b Nara elected sentatives from been headman those who have set e straint on both sides, so tha n e en COTMImU .
fERung I (Y cannor ol e : “c?ﬂty o 1tslfc:;: Hﬁmﬁﬁcﬁnﬂﬁn nndar: EI{-l three district councils of Kha- ﬁ?]m};]h:uurg t!u:pm off bggd;—- CHT legally. the applecart so thoroughly Besides, his detractors have not
zens. Sufficiency can be Bangladesh's by 2020 = lious fame, that the two sides rachhari, Rangamati and What instantly strikes a re- stacked with the prized tis gone on record with any rabid

nastic succession of Rajas.

current growth rate could be increased by only one have reached 'a consensus on arban is to oversee the not upset by any word or action  criticism of the peace process as

per- cent, said FAO representative in Dhaka Hi-
royuki Knuma on Thursday at a press briefing. It is
‘nice to hear that Bangladesh can at all get past the
needs of importing foodgrains. It is nicer to know
it can be possible within 25 years. Such elevating
tidings are a rarity to come by. Thanks for that
from a nation that has lost tens of million souls to
famine and starvation deaths over the long haul.
Foodgrains production has been one silver-lin-
ing to our dismal performance in almost all other
sectors of endeavour to provide sufficient goods
and services to the nation. One of the most impov-
erished sections of people in the world, the
Bangladesh peasantry has defied Malthus to keep
the rate of food production ahead of that of popula-
tion_growth. This is a starving peasantry that pro-
vides the rest of the nation with enough food. Per-
vasive hunger over centuries have ingrained in our

all points' pavln% the way for a
peace agreement by the end of
June. A smiling Shantu Larma
who was beside the Bangladesh
spokesman at the préss confer-
ence added later on that the
PCJSS delegation would return
to Dhaka for the signature cer-
P Seemingly f tarting
y facts are s
to prevail over fiction, realism
over emotion and prejudices,
and the majority tribals' crav-
for normal living over the
misplaced insurrectionist ad-
venturism of a handful ren-
dered largely irreverent vis-a-
vis the opportune moment that
has arrived to help strike a deal
which may not present itself
again for years together.

What are the points on
which 'consensus' has been
reached and how close has it
gotten to meeting the sticking
points of both sides? Obviously
a middle road has been hit on
the sensitive points. For in-

working of the district councils
twhhs::h will be elected bodies
emselves having a represen-
tation from the non-tribal seg-
ment of the CHT ;
Autonomy in the operative
parlance means develution of
powers somewhat in the micro-
cosmic way that there are au-
tonomous bodies in the gov-
ernmental u:ltructure and
or am that enjoy a cer-
ta uoﬁ':raﬂu latl{udl: sub-
j\;ct to the cy framework of
the
in the case of Chittagong Hill
Tracts it is a more serious ques-
tion of ting the wrongs of
history like, for example, the
displacement of tribal people
from their homes and pro
by the establishment of Kaptai

Dam in 1956 which was of quite
dubious distinction and rele-

varice.

The kind of er equations
the elected hill councils will
have in relation .to the local

ment. Granted that

hah Husain Imam

—

The armed forces are likely
to fold up their temporary
camps and stay in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts cantonment
and garrisons attached thereto.
To keep at the borders and
maintain law and order the
BDR, police and Ansar -
nel will remain as be-
fore. In other words, the sen-
tinels of both internal peace
and urd?_r I?mt terntnr:ﬂlliﬂ;
tegrity of the country
there as usual.

On land rights, the point one
wishes to stress is this: in an
area constituting as much as 10

sponsive chord in anyone baf-
fled by the complicacies of the
land rights issue is the idea to
set up a land commission with
local MPs, Chakma and Bo-
mang Rajas, PCJSS representa-
tives and Commissioner of
Chittagong Division. Headed

a retired judge of the Hi
Court, the commission will go
into the land disputes and settle
them .promptly and perma-
nently.

Unanimity has also been re-
portedly reached on the vital
questions of repudiation of
armed methods, surrender of

of unguarded indiscretion.
There are certain good
omens for peace that one reads
into these facts : (a) PCJSS dele-
gation has held three of the four
rounds of negotiations in
Dhaka, close to the centre of
wer; (b} they came all the way
rom across the border or

thereabouts from Ltheir 'sanctu-
ary’ having made references

and cross-referenles to their
colleagues. moderate or extrem-
ist. Each time they went back to
their camp with the possibility
that their posturings at the
meetings carried a tacit ap-
proval of their comrades; (c)
they have had inklings from
close quarters as to the
minds of the Indian central and
Tripura governments worked
on the twin issue of refugee
repatriation to and political
reconciliation with Bangladesh
and; (d) the PCJSS and even
Shantibahini has often been
publicly quick to deny having

such.
Now is the time for the tribal

community to think of com-
munal harmon
the spirit of Buddhist teachings

imbued with
and see the whole range of peace

dividends awaiting them just a

short distance away—in the
horizon. It is no doubt impera-
tive, specially in a democracy
for the majority to respect the
rights of the minority and
thereby win their hearts in a
spirit of comraderie; but the

minority need also to recipro-
cate the sentiments of the ma-
jority to make it a two-way

street.
Ch:lt:gnn; Hill Tracts can
thrive prosper on bee-keep-

ing, cane furniture, rubber and
fruit-p industries, not
to speak of the idyllic tourist at-
traction and old-age venue for
temporary foreign visitors it

can be bringing prosperity to
the people there.

national ethos a hunger péychnsis. And this obses-
sion with food insecurity has played havoc with
our values.

Where is the guarantee that an eventual end to
the traditional food deficit would bring an end of I

The Institution of Prime Minig!:_er _

It takes decades to build institutions. But they can be destroyed in no time. The}mlikeumirm Once
broken, they show the crack even if they are put together with care. What is unfortunate is that the effort to
revitalise them is yet to take place

its name in the Lok Sabha the
other day. Its members should
have condemned the insult,
which was not heaped on an
individual but on India's prime
minister. But then, as the Shah

cli d off. Lack of concern
landed us in the authoritarian
rule of emergency when the
press was gagged and effective
dissent smothered, followed by
a general erosion of democratic
values. The scene in the Lok
Sabha too has not aroused in-
dignation. Political parties
tend to measure act in the
scales of politics. But the intel-
ligentsia, Gujral's biggest lobby,
s Ild have reacted on

N the Mahabharat, Bhisma
Pitamaha does not come
out well. His erudition and
fighting skills were never
questioned. But he was found
wanting when Droupadi was
beLt}_g isrobed in open mﬁl
court. He felt horrified over the
vulgarity and the wrongness of
the act. But he pref to keep
quiet for extraneous reasons.
Independent India witnessed

starvation to the nation? The politics that used to
emphasize equitable distribution of income and
food and other security is fast nearing the fate of
the Dodo. Perhaps food insecurity would tarry here
longer than food deficit. The achievement of food
surplus could then mean little in terms of overall
national weal.

Food sufficiency is within our reach. Let things

leader of the house. They. who
claim to be supporting causes
cutting across the d})art}r lines,
were just mum, ad insult to
injury through their silence.

A bunch of irresponsible

mained pre-eminent. For the
first time since ind dence, it
has been mocked at in the
house, which is that of people.
BJP president L ani
may be justified in saying that

It takes decades to build in-
stitutions. But they can be de-
stroyed in no time. They are
like a mirror. Once broken,
they show the crack even if they
are put together with care. What
is unfortunate is that the effort

all need to in time of an emergency.

pears to be in a bit of doldrums currently.

How Dare They?

be developed so that food becomes purchasable by
all. When the nation will have enough food for all
and more, let it follow that then there will be none
going without it.

Chittagong Mess

When will the government employees incorpo-
rate the element of cordiality into their profes-
sional obligations? A pertinent question that
made a strong comeback yesterday as a natural re-
action to the press report on the appalling condi-
tion of the utility services in Chittagong following
Monday's hurricane.

much man can do in his encounter with elemental
wrath but human endeavour and sincerity have a
truly wonderful channel of expression in the after-
math of a natural cataclysm. We are sorry to ob-
serve government officials in the utility services
sector of the port city passed up this excellent op-
portunity by dragging feet reportedly from corrupt
inclinations. As the report of a leading Bangla
newspaper put it yesterday, some employees of
these services are going slow in their efforts to re-
store normalcy by cashing in on the miseries of
people. This is absolutely intolerable. Uninter-

lowing a natural catastrophe with a view to squeez-

a snag. More than resource constraint, it is the at-
titudinal problem which seems to be augm
instead of alleviating the sufferings of the people.

Some would tend to play it down as the desper-

lacking on motivational grounds among the
| guardians of law have given, over the years, all the

encouraging signals to the perpetrators of crime. It
_is a foolishly false sense of immunity to crime that

a similar situation during the
emergency (1975-77). Many who
were expected to protest against
Mrs Indira Gandhi's authori-
tarian rule chose not to speak.
They were afraid lest they
should go to jail or lose their
position if they opened their
mouth.

On the last day of the budget
session, the same scene was re-
peated in the Lok Sabha. The
prime minister's institution
was demeaned and degraded
openly. Still the stalwarts like
opposition leader Atal Behari
Vajpayee and former prime
minister Chandra Shekhar did
not utter a word in p{utest. Both

out a 23-year-old letter an
quoted certain sentences out of
context to run him and the
prime minister down.

But when it came to defend-
ing an institution, they sat back
in their seats enjoying the spec-
tacle of prime minister stand-
ing for 30 minutes and tryin
vainly to introduce the women's
reservation bill. They may not
like Inder Kumar Gujral. But
the attack was not on him but
on India's prime minister,

members, holding no institu-
tion sacrosanct, took over the
house. They insulted the prime
minister and made much re-
marks as bring down the dig-
nity of his office. The prime
minister went on pleading:
Please sit down. Let me speak.
But they are not made of the
stuff that is malleable. They
want their stamp, their way,
prime minister or no prime
minister,

I have no complaint against
them because their type ot poli-
tics knows no institution, no
respect for a prime minister.
My complaint is against Vaj-

.payee and Chandra Shekhar.

did not let the prime minister
introduce the hil?.

There are very few institu-
tions left intact in the country.
Mrs Gandhi demwolished most of
them. She did not destroy some
because that would have
amounted to destroying herself.
One of them was u.c office of
prime minister, which she oc-
cupied for some 15 years. She
made it more powertul by cen-
tralising authority. The prime
ministership, however, re-

the Janata Dal did not respect
its own leader. But that is not
the issue. The issue is the es-
teem that a prime minister de-
serves. Today, the prime minis-
ter is from the Janata Dal. To-
morrow, it can be from any
other party. What will the office

Commission report on the
emergency has said, their desire
for self-preservation is the sole
motivation for their actions
and behaviour. It was the CPI
(M) leader, Somnath Chatterjee,
who came to the prime minis-
ter's rescue. But even he did not

BETWEEN THE LINES

i

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

party's tall talk about the re-
spect for institutions does not
come to anything. It is all poli-
tics. But then Advani recently
threw a brick also at the office
of President with the remark
that he acted unethically when
he invited Gujral to form the
government.

I was not surprised over the
silence of Congress. It has a bad
conscience. Some of its rulers
defiled the institutions. Still it
got an opportunity to retrieve

Once a person comes to oc-
cupy the position of prime
minister, he or she remains a
member of a political but
only in a technical sense. The
office is bigger than party.
Therefore, what happened in
the Lok Sabha brought down
the prestige of the house and of
the nation. Parliament mem-
bers should seriously consider
the repercussions of such an
exhibition on the people in the
country.

to revitalise them is yet to take
place. The successive govern-
ments after Mrs Gandhi have
not gone about the business in
earnest way. And many MPs
have yet to appreciate the im-
portance of institutions. The
country's homogeneity is
linked with them.

The nation owes it to the
present and the succeeding gen-
erations to ensure that the in-
stitutions are not subverted in
the future in the manner it has

been down to serve the l:u:rsona]
ends of any one individual or a

group of individuals in or out-
side the government. What

anyone to task. Nor did he turn
out one from the house. He
allo the show to go on as if
the individual involved was an
ordinary member, not the
prime minister.

Yet if the country is to pre-
serve fundamental values of a
democratic society, reflected in
the institutions, every person,
whether an MP, an MLA or a
private citizen must play a de-

of vigilance. He or she can-
not allow the institutions to be

yet an-
other attack on institutions.

It seems that over the years,
the dividing line between right
and wrong, moral and immoral
has ceased to exist. MPs, who
should be a model, are the worst
examples. Most of them are
rabble rousers and it does not
matter them whether the venue
is parliament or a maidan. The
issue is not important but it is
what can catch attention and
headlines. Without the aware-
ness of what is right and a de-
sire to act according to what is
right, there may be no realisa-
tion of what is wrong.

If the country is to settle

: ' were up on their to pounce  Why did they not intervene?  mean if t#t is/ levalued? By not | touch upon the larger question: somie Janata Dal and thp ‘Mus- " dcm’fﬂ:'tu. a' spell-of clean, effi-
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consequences of all natural disasters. There is not ternal Affairs. They even du to ridicule as are those who the BJP has sed itself. The quires a wider debate. the Speaker too did not take owed to work freely and fear-

lessly. Attacks on the judiciary
and the investigating agencies
suggest that certain elements
are out to finish whatever is left
of institutions. The impudent
behaviour towards the prime
minister appears to be part of
their unfinished agenda. Too
bad, those who should fight
against this appear to have
Eiven up even betore joining the
attle. And others are too bus
in their petty, parochial poli-
tics.

oping all right, in the upper

has happened the fourth time.

since the new regime took over

in Dhaka. What's wrong (or

problem, or the emergency
mﬂr?gum the ﬁiu-ur-di;igate-
go 's thawing not
come after a decade. How long to
wait for SEAC?

what's wrong
SAARC pgoing to be scrapped?
None has the moral courage to
bury it if it does not work? Pub-

Dhaka

stock market, indecision in-

ergy constraint also cannot be
}gnnmd. We can here add the
ollowing problems.

There are administrative
systems loss everywhere in

—
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cerely. But if "fuel” is available,

The last but not the least

removing persons known as
corrupt.

Quote it!
Sir, The sports news carried
by different dailies about the

Beauty in the 100 metre race for
the girls. It is a news but it is
more than that she comes of a
day-labourer's family. -

could not help stutgping her

mmfdyﬂw.ﬁ sujog

boss of our to spend
money in them areas for
the glorious success in sports of
our country.

Md Sn Akhtar
108, Sir A F Rahman Hall

serves special mention in this

of the world and our immediate

utilisation of time and re-
sources for national develop-

live or six working days in eac
week, because on the worki
days of the week their wor

output is far in excess of what

we achieve. And in Bangladesh,

emancipation, we are indulging
in useless debates about justifi-
cation of weekly holidays on
Sundays or Fridays. In the

about 30 per cent decrease in

a commercial activity and 1 fail

the educational institutions.
For Muslims all prayers in-
cluding the Juma congregation
are divinely prescribed. There
is no point in giving up prayers

e

the time spent on prayers.

issues of Islam, in almost the

aachhe' or 'Kitabe likhechhe'.

The umpire is
generally blame the um-
ire or the referee for their de-

eat, Mr M M Rezaul Karim's ar-
ticle titled 'Resignation of the

why%n Is there any clear proof

- general election was free, fair

and impartial. The allegation
that the foreign observers were
not allowed to take a close look
at the election process is

nation? If all umpires and ref-

eral election conducted by a

agura, Mirpur and other vot-

centres. The people expected

presumably for security rea-
SOTS.

We also know how the sixth
general election was held on
February 15, 1996. Although

boycotted the election, the BNP
went ahead with the election.
There were massive protests ev-
erywhere including Nil-

We are observing with a

mal of the Parlia-

ment could start.
The writer unfortunately
has never raised his fingers
st the misdeeds of ]

rupted access to utility services is the right of eve T]:I . A canno desired results. on the above subject. The short  work schedule in such a u'.-ray and appointment of a judge in sound political culture is a pre-
ta_fpayin citizen Dga in their restoration fﬂlg. e SAEC If tsﬁat?leede "fuel” is not  write-up ‘WeekiyJHolidﬁy——la it that he can work over-time his place. May I ask, is there condition for the heaﬁhy
g ; y Sir, We Bengalees are devel- available, none works sin- a Dead Issue’ (DS dt. 5-4-97) de- (without claiming payment) for  any valid reason for his resig- growth of democracy.

- : Aly M Sayeed
: chamber, because we are becom- evenday and night, work can be  connection. ; Whether we continue to have erees resigned eve here in :
ing some money is monstrous criminality that so inventive. Now we have  done like in thégt[;aﬂspﬂﬂ office, The author has put forward Fridays as holidays or not will the face ulg;:rutest of the losers, gmlﬂm =4,
needs to be dealt with SEVEI’E]Y. ié"lcvcntcd ESEC The Sulll.lth iﬂ;a etc. many arguments, relevant and not 1:I}e of mu%‘t t;?s;qul?n":;h to imai. i:a?e ﬁl;:u per?un wnuli;lj_l be '
" onomic Communi as n It is said that so-called secre- irrelevant. but his main opin- Muslims in Bangladesn. ey available in re for umpiring
Mﬁlﬂ m;zelf dus téle E““‘rﬂ“ﬁ““iﬂ I;Eafﬂfe i“f g‘: proposed by Bangladesh at the  taries can be managed only by + ion is thal the weekly holiday belong to a fraternity of people  a mach. BTV's "half-news"
Serving a noiiday by government oliiclais n € atest SAARC mee of the experienced pﬂ]jtjna% ministers. in Bangladesh should be who have willitﬁly 5uhmitt;d The writer knows it well that Sir, BTV plays 'safe’ with its
utilities sector in an hour of crisis. We are not say- hn‘::a..!:?:"lﬁ'l of states in Mal ?E?j | We should ponder about it. Lihanged from Friday to Sun- "g:l tl}le t'.n{gh;nf o ilah ar;?ta}g}: Ele plcmt of CEdC ﬂ!ls tahcnnstitu-t- e el Ay Only the
y so many name drop- Cooperative systems should day. rophe ; s regr ional one an at he cannot,
ing by treating a holiday like any other working Fings at such quick inte ?  be Etﬂ];‘%iﬁd in agﬂ};llh iral sector yi’.t is an incontrovertible fact that they are often subjected to  be removed arbitrarily before %:asa&tnggui’g :ﬁeshr?;?é ::E?
day, they would have performed a miracle; but they f one idea is opposed, another - for more production with low- that Bangladesh is one of the verbose articles in which writ-  the expiry of his term. He is also tcrrl:;l; ncred br kibtinal
certainly could have shown their solidarity with | is quickly substituted. Now it  cost of production. least developed poor countries  €rs try to pose as authorities on  well aware of the kind of gen- -

treatment.

these people. Th . . . : : On May 4 evening, the

- e JS can make neither head int is to-learn lessons from and main concern in this same ways as Mullahs who be- udge. We have seen how help- : g

By contrast, Mayor Mohiuddin made his own or tail of all these acronyms E{ua],aya, Eanglmk. Korea, highly competitive modern gin or end giving an opinion, 1&55 he was when massive rig- DigﬁEiFﬁﬂlﬁg;;E;:%%t
Corporation employees run that extra yard that we | co up in quick succession  Singapore and Japan who are world should be maximum with the formula, 'Riwayet  ging of election took place at :

eart patients or sufferlrﬁ from
brain tumour. Give us all the

Ziaul Mustafa '
Apparently, the relief and rehabilitation opera- | right) with Bangladesh? What's ¢ A} ment. People in the developed Depﬂrtmen;[j{;f English that he would come out with a gfﬂw:&ﬂ;dﬁtgfg‘%?fl:ﬁlfﬁ.
tions in the hurricane affected’ Chittagong have hit the urgent and immediate o, world are justified in havin University of Dhaka press release but he didn'tdo it ¢~ o "o o surgery won't

do, as there is nothing called
plastic news. Why the state-con-
trolled BTV is so scared of
facts? We can form the opinion.

We expect a more assertive government presence When SAEC was proposed, inaugural day (May 3) con instead of undertaking a crash Sir, We have seen that the the major parties like . %ﬁ;t‘ﬁa;haff the responsibility
in quickening the restorative process which ap- the proposer ﬁﬁ:h not Ex%laiﬂ - the avid ers the triumph of programme for economic Eggi in a cricket or football Jatiya P and Jamaat etc., After the main eventng bul-

letin, there may be a daily 10-
minute news review "What's in
the News Today" by two or three

o : from a
licly the reasons are known un- In her first-time a ce modern world of commerce and CEC : Why or Not' pub- hamari, Sirajganj and other independent critics
The killing of a youngman in broad daylight and nfﬂ};ially. Let us announce: in any national gaméjsp:meﬂ industry, industrial produc- lished in the DS on May 1, ?ﬂﬁ? glaces agﬂjnsjtg thjat election, Panel of experts.

that too in front of the police control room in the “The news about the expiry of  the sports think-tanks to take tion, banking and trade like all unfortunately smacks of the Many people died and thou- A Zabr
city shows how perilous life has become in | SAARC has been exaggerated”.  care after this financially other essential services is a 24-  same attitude. | | sande sostained hullet nlury i, Dhako

Who are going to explain all  handicapped genius. It is hi hour job. So why should we caye | fail to understand how a  police firing and many leaders
Bang]adesh these dayﬂ' It E“mﬂs as little relief to this hs diploma In- time to improve her financial so much about holidays? - senior citizen of the country . ere arrested all y without Th T d
know that two of the killers who exchanged gunfire ;:nlud;i e mnfeg:ler&t‘ljunwih abg-ﬂ status and the government — at 5 A;:mr::tiélg to the ﬂ;ltl;ur} [ﬁ:d c:gdl t-sae things&uu:inthmt;n: eye \ﬂngm-a] t;m hfhe ul pmytif‘ e civilised an

' . Iy mooted. ere Prime Minister — e local business circles) the only.lta s article pnore this. This was the ivilised

with the pursing group of police in one of the busi- | g discreetly mc L%ausjldthey an instant look to-  change of weekly holiday from that the writer is in favour of  kind of ‘one- SL1Y. SEDCINEY: e its d of the 20th
est city points at the rush hour were finally caught . A Husnain . ward the emotional girl who Sunday to Friday resulted in = reésignation of the CEC. But practised by tﬁe BNP. Sir, At the end of the

century, Bill Clinton in Wash-

ington DC has claimed that the

ate attempt of the criminals to make their presence | L tears aflcrwining the glanioun < EECH B ity i haiy bind oF gl Pacall, e s gr U RO USA fa the greatest civiliseiion
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