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World Team CuE
Croatia beat
Czech Rep

DUESSELDORF, Germany,

May 21: Goran Ivanisevic
wra up a personal victory
dnuﬂ: as Croatia completed

their win over the Czech Repub-
lic at the World Team Cup to-
day, reports Reuter.

World number four lvanise-
vic who gave Croatia a 1-0 lead
by beating Bohdan Ulihrach in
his singles on Tuesday, joined
Sasa Hirszon to beat Daniel
Vacek and Martin Damm 5-7, 6-
4, 6-3 in a rain hit doubles
match that took two days to fin-
ish.

With Croatia leading 3-1 in
the third set, and the tie level 1-
1, Tuesday's play was halted by
bad light and barely completed
today before torrential rain
disrupted the event for the sec-
ond consecutive day.

Scheduled play today has
Croatia taking on the United
States, and Australia meeting
the Czech Republic in the other
tie.

World number one Pete
Sampras, who retired from his
opening match against Aus-
tralia's Mark Philippoussis on
Monday after straining a left
thigh muscle, was ruled out of
the tie with Croatia and re-
placed by doubles specialist
Alex O' Brien.

Sampras, playing in only
his third event after missing
two tournaments with a wrist
injury, is to remain in Germany
and said he hopes to play on
Friday.

After first round losses in
Monte Carlo and the Italian
Open, Sampras is desperate to
get in some clay-court competi-
tion ahead of the French Open,
the only Grand Slam title to
elude him. which begins next
Monday.

Agassi skips
French Open

PARIS, May 21: Former
world number one Andre ﬁcﬁi
ulled out of the French n
Eecausc of a lingering wrist in-
jury, organisers said on Tues-
day, reports Reuter.

The same injury forced the
American to withdraw from the
German in Hamburg ear-
lier this month.

A losing finalist in the
French Open in 1990 and 1991,
Agassi has fallen in the world
rankings in recent weeks and is
currently ranked 28.

Agassi is the third leading
player to pull out of the Frenc
Open. German Boris Becker and
American Todd Martin have
also withdrawn due to injury.
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+ MANCHESTER.
England, May 21:
England coach
Glenn Hoddle la-
unched a stinging
attack on Roy Eva-

ns on Tuesday after Steve

McManaman and Robbie

Fowler were withdrawn from

his squad for the next five

internationals, reports Reuter.

Hoddle blasted the Liverpool
boss' decision as "disappointing
is that I didn't know about the
situation until after I'd an-
nounced the squad.”

Fowler has been withdrawn
because he needs surﬁfry on his
nose to cure a breathing prob-

Its not a mere

soccer match

TOKYO, May 21: Japan and
South Korea, uneasy co-hosts of
the 2002 World cup, take their

rlva.hz on to the field today in
match with far more than na-

tional pride at stake, reports
Reuter.

The main prize in what is
officially described as a
friendly match to commemo-
rate the two nations, successful
World Cup bid, is a potential
bargaining tool in the forth-
coming tortuous ne tions
about how the event will be

ﬁtﬂmmatch is also a badly
needed shof-in-the-arm for
‘IL!:J : or
South Koreans to unleash pas-
sions on a subject other than
the country's present domestic
political turmeoil.

Today's match at Tokvo s
stadium, however, is

nation

lﬁilg:é};n dral'lrdl crowd of about
! . including special tour
s who have flown in from
 Korea for the match.
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Anwar atop the elite fifteen

SIZZ
rewrote the one-day cricket's record books in Madras
yesterday against perennial rivals India by scoring an
epoch-making 194. The Pakistan left-hander's monumental
hundred, his 12th in the abridged version of the game,
eclipsed previous world record of 189 not out set by great

West Indian Vivian Richards.
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— Star file photo

Name Runs Against Venue Date
Saeed Anwar (Pak) 194 India Madras May 21, 1997
Viv Richards (Windies) 189* Eng Old Trafford May 31, 1984
Gary Kirsten (S Africa) 188* UAE  Rawalpindi Feb 16, 1996
Viv Richards (Windies) 181 SL Karachi Oct 13, 1987
Kapil Dev (India) 175* Zim  Trent Bridge Jun 18, 1983
Glen Turner (NZ) 171* E Africa Edgebaston Jun 7. 1975
Dev Calaghan (S Africa) 169 NZ Pritoria Dec 11, 1984
Brian Lara (Windies) 169 SL Sharjah Oct 16, 1995
Robin Smith (Eng) 167* Aus Edgebaston May 21, 1993
Andrew Hudson

(S Africa) 161 Holl Rawalpindi Mar 5, 1996
David Gower (Eng) 158 NZ Brisbane Jan 15, 1983
Viv Richards (Windies) 153* Aus  Melborne Dec 9, 1979
Brian Lara (Windies) 153 Pak Sharjah Nov 5, 1993
Desmond Hayens

(Winclies) 152+ India Goerge Town Mar 21, 1989
Sanath Jayasuriya

(S Lanka) 151* India Bombay May 17, 1997

Tem, whife McManaman has a
knee problem which needs rest
and recuperation.

England ﬁlaKr a friendly
against Sout rica at Old
Trafford on Saturday, a World
Cup qualifier against Poland on
May 31 and three matches in
the Tournoi de France in June.

"We knew Sieve's knee was
problem but we thought Robbie’s
operation could have been put
off," said Hoddle.

"You can bet I have had some
conversations with Roy Evans
in the last 48 hours and you
know that sometimes there has
to be a bit of give and take in
medical situations.

GLENN HODDLE

been a long-term one and he
does probably need some reha-
bilitation on it.

"But Robbie's operation
could have been done at a dif-
ferent timme. He's not [:I]a}rcd the

last three s of the season
for I..Ivm-‘:::ﬁ‘;:m of suspen-
sion. If he had undergone the

blow for Hoddle

operation when he was sus:
pended, he could have been eli-
gible for the Poland game and
may be even fit enough to play
in it.

"This could stop Robbie play-
ing in the World Cup in 12
months time. As one door shuts
for one player, another opens
for somneone else.”

Hoddle has called up Manch-
ester United's Andy Cole and
John Scales of Tottenham as
replacements and Hoddle is
now keen to take Cole to the
tournament in France.

"The people in the squad now
have a very good opportunity to
stake their claim, especially if
they are in the squad for a
Inngt:r period than usual and
Andy Cole will now have the
opportunity that Robbie had.”
said Hoddle.

England will also be without
Les Ferdinand, Gary Pallister
and Paul Merson through in-
juries, while Paul Gascoigne's
place in the s line-up is
still in some doubt altho he
Er:.incd with the squad on Tues-

y.

Yevgeny suffers
setback

ST POELTEN, Austria, May
21: World number three
Yevgeny Kafelnikov suffered a
blow ahead of his French
title defence when he crashed
out in the first round of the
Grand Prix event on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

Second seed Kafelnikov, who
was sidelined for three months
with a broken finger in his
right hand, lasted less than an
hour inst unfancied Slovak
gﬂ Hrbaty. losing 6-3, 6-
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SL viewers
deprived

COLOMBO, May 21: Cricket-
mad’ Sri Lankans were infuri-
ated today because state televi-
sion said it would not show a
crucial game between India and
Pakistan because it clashed
with a Buddhist festival, re-
ports AFP.

Sri Lanka will meet the
winners of today's Indepen-
dence Cup match in the best-of-
Ehree finals starting on Satur-

ay.

The state-owned Rupavahini
station which owns exclusive
television rights in Sri Lanka
for the Indian tournament said
its decision was aimed at pre-
serving the solemnity of the re-
ligions occasion.

Sri Lanka's majority Bud-
dhists today mark the anniver-
sary of Buddha's birth, enlight-
enment and passing away over
2,500 years ago and the day is
generally devoted to religious
activities. .

"Rupavahini took this deci-
sion having given considera-
tion to the significance of the
Wesak Day which is being ob-
served by the whole nation with
such reverence and solemnity,"
Rupavahini said in a statement.

It said cricket was kept out to
"ensure the prevalence of a
peaceful, serene, religious at-
mosphere in every home."

Television officials said
they had received a barrage of
angry calls from fans who in-
sisted on seeing the match live
on television.

The station, however, said
recorded coverage would be
shown on Thursday.

Sri Lanka's liquor stores
and slaughter houses are closed
during the Wesak festivities
Erhich officially end on Thurs-

ay.

French Open
seedings

L ]

PARIS, May 21 (Reuter):
Seedings for the French Open
tennis championships starting
next Monday announced by the
French Tennis Federation on
Tuesday:

MEN
1 Pete Sampras (US)

2 Michael Chang (US)

3 Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia)
4 Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia)

5 Thomas Muster (Austria)

6 Richard Krajicek
(Netherlands)

7 Marcelo Rios (Chile)

8 Alex Corretja (Spain)

9 Thomas Engvist (Sweden)

10 Carlos Moya (Spain)

11 Felix Mantilla (Spain)

12 Albert Costa (Spain)

13 Alberto Berasategul (Spain)
14 Wayne Ferreira (South
Africa)

15 Tim Henman (Britain)

16 Marc Rosset (Switzerland)
WOMEN

1 Martina Hingis (Switzerland)
2 Steffi Graf (Germany)

3 Monica Seles (US) s
4 Jana Novetna (Czech Re-
public)

5 Lindsay Davenport (US)

6 Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
(Spain)

7 Conchita Martinez (Spain)

8 Anke Huber (Germany

9 Iva Majoli (Croatia)

10 Mary Pierce (France)

11 Amanda Coetzer (South
Africa)

12 Mary Joe Fernandez (US)

| 4 'rina Spirlea (Romania)

14 iirenda Schultz-McCarthy
(Netherlands).
15 Karina
(Slovakia).

16 Barbara Paulus {Austria)

Habsudova

TODAY'S MATCHES
Green Delta First Divisio..

(Venue: Hockey Stadium)
Wari Club vs

(2:30 pm)

Abahani KC vs Farashganj
SC (4 pm)

Danish Third Division

Brlchtlnsm
Postal CC vs Eastern SC

(DCS)

Maghbazar JS vs Monipur
CC (Uttara)

Third Division Football

IBcnu:: Army Stadiuin)

Matuail US vs Kowranbazar
PS (2:45 pm)

Lalbagh SC vs BG Press
S&RC (4:15

N Bank Premier Vol-

Dhaka Green vs Power De-
velopment Board (3:30 pm)
nali Bank vs Bangladesh

Police (4:30 pm)

Suncrest Cup Handball
Tournament

Bangladesh Police wvs

Bangladesh Air Force (3:30 pm)
Hancﬁladeah Ansar vs
Bangladesh Rifles (4:20 pm)

.
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Aussie-Eng 1st ODI today

LEEDS, England,

May 21: Tasma-

' nian Ricky Pon-

| ting has been put

. on standby for

i _l tomorrow's  first
8

one-day international between
England and Australia at
Headingley after a knee injury
to all-rounder Greg Blewett,
reports Reuter.

Ponting's ability as a change

lity
e
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MARK TAYLOR
bowler will give him a place at
number five in the order ahead
of reserve wicketkeeper Adam
Gilchrist if Blewett is unfit.

Michael Kasé)rﬂwicz is likely
to get the third pace bowler's
place ahead of Andy Bichel,
who was due to play his first
match of the tour against
Durham on Tuesday.

The match was abandoned

after heavy overnight rain and
Bichel, who had been suffering
from a back strain, missed the
chance to press for a place in
the Australian side.

Australia, who started the
tour late in order to give their
players a break after the de-
mands of their South African
tour, have been hampered by
some inclement if not untypical
May weather. |

They have played only two
competitive matches, both of
them one-dayers, and have only
two three-day matches after the
three-match one-day series be-
fore beginning their Ashes de-
fence.

Australia, who set the pace
in the one-day %ame during the
1980s, have fallen behind re-
cently and this year failed for
the first time to reach the finals
of the World Series Cup.

"I've been criticised at times
for playing down the one-day-
ers,” Australian captain Mark
Taylor conceded.

'l play the one-dayers as ev-
eryone does. We take them very
seriously bul they are drifting a
long way from the Test
matches.

"It would be nice to win them
because | think the side that
does well will take some sort of
psychological advantage from
it come first test time, espe-
cially if it is won by either side.”

England will probably omit
teenage all-rounder Ben Hol-
lioake, reserve spinner Ashley
Giles and medium-fast Chris
Silverwood.

They have gambled with the
form of opener Nick Knight,
who has played little cricket
after hr:allzing a finger in New
Zealand during the winter tour.

TEAMS (probable)

. ENGLAND: Mike Atherton
(captain), Nick Knight, Alec
Stewart, Graham Thorpe, John
Crawley, Graham Llovd., Adam

MIKE ATHERTON

Hollioake. Phil Defreitas, Dar-
ren Gough, Dean Headley,
Robert Croft.

AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor
(captain), Mark Waugh, Steve
Waugh, Michael Bevan, Greg
Blewett or Ricky Ponting,
Michael Slater, Ian Healy,
Shane Warne, Michael
Kasprowicz, Jason Gillespie,
Glenn McGrath.
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AIFI'-" filmed-this view 611 an un

der construction stadium at Saint-Denis in northern Paris on

May 20. Works are going in full swing at this 1988 World Cup venue.

Tapie admits his part

ce. May 21: Failed
tycoon and for-
. mer soccer boss
Bernard Tapie ad-
mitted to a French
Tuesday that gate

court on
mioney irom his Marseille team
had been used to bribe rival
players to lose a 1993 match,
reports Reuter.

"There was no need to use

intermediaries to buy these
matches, at least in the case of
the money for Valenciennes — it
was cash from ticket sales for
the Eurglpcan Cug final against
Milan,” Tapie said.

But pressed for detalls by a
lawyer for the French Soccer
Fgmratinn. Tapie. who is
standing trial while serving out
an earlier jail sentence for
match-rigging and interferin
with witnesses, quickly back
away [rom the statement.

"But | never said that,” he re-
sponded when told what he had
said. In any case, the disclosure
was not a "scoop.” he added.

"It certainly was a scoop. You

have never said it before,” re-
sponded the lawyer.

The 54-year-old rags-to-
riches businessman, who also
pursued a promising career as a
politician before ending up in
jail as bankrupt prisoner, is ac-
cused of embezzling
francs (17.5 million dollars]
from his Marseille club.

He went to jail three months
ago when the French Supreme

Court upheld his eight-month

100 million

sentence {or bribing players of
league rival Valenciennes to
ive Marseille an easy game
ays before Marseille beat AC
Milan in the 1993 Cup final.
Nineteen other soccer figures
are standing trial along with
Tapie in the Marseille case,
which opened on May 12 and is
expected to last another two
weeks.

BERNARD TAPIE

He faces a five-year sentence
if convicted on charges of
swindling. misusing corporale
funds and falsifying documents
between 1987 and 1993.

Al nwcsti%ating ma%islratc
has accused Tapie of falsifying

accountis to conceal bonuses
and loans lo players and ille-

tir Entertainment Guide

gally paying advertising com-
panies based in tax havens to
improve the image of soccer
stars.

Tapie has said he can justify
the sums that were spent.

His statement on the lack of
need for intermediaries in the
Valenciennes bribes came dur-
ing questioning of Portuguese
sports intermediary Miguel
Barbosa by judge Guy Richarte.

Barbosa insisted a missing
2.3 millien francs given him in
connection with the transfer of
Brazilian player Jose Carlos
Mozer to Marseille from Lis-
bon's Benfica had not been used
for bribes to throw matches.

Instead, he kept the money
for himself, investing it in
companies, Barbosa testified.

Derby sign

Eranio

DERBY, England, May 21:
English Premier league club
Derby signed Italian interna-
tional midfielder Stefano
Eranio from AC Milan on Tues-
day, reports Reuter.

Eranio, who is out of con-
tract in the summer, has
a three-year deal, Derby man-
ager Jim Smith said.

He won his 30th Italy cap
against Poland last month and
has been included in the squad

for the Tournoi de France next
month when Italy play Eng-
land, Hrazil and France.

Che Daily Star 11
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WC qualifier
Bulgaria squad
L
sans Stoichkov

SOFIA, May 21: Bulgaria's
volatile striker Hristo Sto-
ichkov will not be involved in
his country's World Cup quali-
fier against Luxembourg in
June, reports Reuter,

Stoichkov, who plays for
Barcelona, is still at odds with
Bulgarian Football Union
chiefs for axing former na-
tional coach Dimitar Penev and
dropping his nephew, Lyuboslav
Penev, from the team for
making insulting remarks on
local television after Bulgaria's
poor showing at Euro '96.

Stoichkov, who played a ma-
{31- role making Bulgaria a

orld Cup se alist for the
first time in 1994, quit the na-
tional side last year after de-
manding the resignation of the
soccer union chieis.

But although he was named
in Bulgaria's initial squad to
face Cyprus in April, he de-
clined to accept the invitation
and coach Hristo Bonev has ig-
nored him this time.

Ironically, though, striker
Penev has been recalled along
with Yordan Lechkov for the
qualifier on June 8, which will
be played in Bulgaria's Black
Sea Port Jf Bourgas.

Striker Radostin Kishisev,
who has been named in all the
World Cup qualifiers so far, has
been left out.

In European Group Five Bul-
garia lie second with nine
points from four matches be-

hind Israel who have 10 points
from five matches.

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Zdravkov,
Dimitar Popov.

Defenders: Georgi Antonov,
Trifon Ilvanov., Tsanko Tsve-
tannov, Dobromir Mitov, Stan-
imir Gospodinov.

Zlatkov

Midfielders:

Yankov, Krasimir Balakov,
Yordan Lechkov, Anatoli
Nankov. Viktorio Pavlov,
Ivailo Petkov, Viktorio Pavlov,
Ivailo Petrkov, Ivailo Yor-
danov, Kostadin Vidolov, Mitko
Trendafilov,

Strikers: Emil Kostadinov,
Lyuboslav Penev, Georgi
Donkov, Daniel Borimirov,
Ivailo Andonov, Ilian Iliev.

Ronaldo, Baggio
changing clubs?

MILAN, May 21: Brazilian
star Ronaldo could be on his
way from Barcelona to Inter
Milan next season, the Italian
press reporied today, while
Manchester United have their
-ves on Roberto Baggio, reports
v )

Ronaldo, whose goals have
cuided Barcelona to the Euro-
pean Cup Winners' Cup and sec-
ond place in the Spanish league,
is widely expected to lea Eﬁ
Catalan Club at the endof tF
SCAS0T1. =

Seria a rivals Lazio had been
a front-runner for the 20-year-
old but all three of Italy's sports
newspapers reported today that

Inter resident Massimo
Moratti has matched their of-
fer,

The Spanish club are ex-
pected to ask 25 million to 30
million dollars for FIFA's
world-player-of-the-year. while
Ronaldo himself is demanding
a four million dollar a year
salary.

The contract would run until
2005.

Moratti's club has the fi-
nancial backing of Italian tyre
giant Pirelli, who would like to
develop their business interests
in South America, while Inter
have more cachet that Lazio in
European football.

Ironically, Moratti's interest
comes only a year after he
withdraw from negotiations to
buy Ronaldo from Dutch club
PSV Eindhoven, claiming the

' hugely talented striker was too

expensive.

However, Ronaldo’'s future
was not the only one to shake
the Italian transfer market on
Tuesday.

With Eric Cantona unexpect-
edly announcing his retirement
on Sunday. Manchester United
have reportedly joined
Olympique Marseille as candi-
dates to buy Baggio from AC Mi-
lan.

Baggio, only now sure of a
regular first team place, has so
far shown little appetite for En-
glish football.

However, the pony-tailed
striker would be guaranteed
champions league football next
season with Alex Ferguson,
while Milan would be to
trade if United's offer for the 30-

| year-old is big enough.
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