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$8m project for
preparing

nat’l water plan
By Staff Correspondent

The government is ﬁning to
undertake an eight million US
dollar project to formulate the
National Water Management
Plan (NWMP).

Official sources said that
preparation of the project,
aimed at efficient utilisation of
water resources, will begin in
July and is likely to be com-
pleted within three years.

Evaluation of the proposals
submitted by six consortiums
interested to frame the NWMP
is likely to be completed within
a week.

A five-member committee of
rts evaluating those will

then submit its report to the

Ministry of Water Resources.

Experts from the European
countries as well as Australia

See Page 12 Col 4

Acute shortage
of fuel 1n

N Bengal

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, May 19: There is
an acute shortage of fuel in 16
northern districts as the supply
of oil from the Baghabari depot
remains stopped since Friday

t due to a dispute between
the depot and tank-lorry work-
ers.
According to sources, a
worker of the Baghabari oil de-
l)ot died Thursday when a tank-
orry ran over him. Following
the incident, the depot workers
started an agitation against the
tank-lorry workers and later
stopped lifting oil from the de-
pot and filling the tanks.

Meanwhile, taking advan-
tage of the situation, some fill-
ing stations are realising
higher prices, sometimes dou-

5ee Page 12 Col 5

Pirojpur-1 seat
Repolling in one

centre ordered

PIROJPUR, May 19: The dis-
trict Election Tribunal today
asked the authorities to hold
fresh election at one centre and
modify results in two others in
Pirojpur-1 constituency. re-
poriZ UNB, = - = =  ss¥

. in his verdict, Judge AK M
Fazlur Rahman said the elec-
tion results of the constituency
should be declared afresh after
holding elections at Gharghata
Primary School centre and re-
viewing the results of two other
centres.

Jamaat-e-Islami candidate
Moulana Delwar Hossain
Saidee won the seat in June 12

lls. The court gave the verdict
ollowing a complaint filed by
Awami League's Shudhangsu
Shekhar Halder who lost by 228

votes.
See Pape 12 Col 3

_§harﬂ scam

3 revision case
hearing adjourned
till May 24

By Court Correspondent

The of three revision
cases of share manipulation
was adjourned yesterday till

Golam Rasul, Sessions

illudge, Dhaka, adjnurri}ed the

earing upon a prayer for time

by the ution side, filed by

public prosecutor Altaf Hos-
sain.

The three petitioners, Sal-
man Rahman, Sohel Rahman
and Samsuddoha were present
in the court yesterday.
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areas: 500 feared
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coast at 3:20 pm yesterday.

A radar picture of the cyclone rolling over the Chittagong
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Tidal surge in off-shore islands

Hurricane hits coastal

At least 500 people were
feared killed. many reported
missing and several thousand
injured as a powerful hurricane
hit the country's southeastern
coast yesterday, leaving a trail
of death and destruction, re-
ports UNB.

Official sources said about
400 peaple were feared killed in

Cox's Bazar district and more .

than 100 fishermen reported
missing in Patuakhali while
five deaths were confirmed in
Chittagong city.

The DIG of Chittagong Range
Police, Abdur Rahim, who had
wireless contacts with field
level officials, told UNB corre-
spondent Shahnowaz at 11:30
lastnight that 300-400 people
might have been killed in Tek-
naf,; St Martin Island,- Mah-
eskhali, Kutubdia and Ukhia,
the worst cyclone-hit areas in
Cox's Bazar.

““The most deaths were feared
caused by storm, tidal surge and
houise collapse, said the top di-
visional police official, who
lost wireless contacts after 5 pm
due to power failure.

- Red Crescent sources said at
least 100 fishermen were miss-
ing in Patuakhali during the

- : T j et e

People in
surge.

coastal area in Chit

tagong took shelter on rooftops yesterday fearing tidal

— Star photo

zilled

terrible storm. However, they
could not say anything about
the casualty in Cox's Bazar dis-
trict.

Officials and volunteers en-
gaged in rescue operation feared
that the death toll might in-
crease with detailed informa-
tion available from remote and
inaccessible islands of Cox's
Bazar, Chittagong and other
coastal districts.

A source at the Radio Con-
trol Room of Chittagong Port
told UNB at 11:15 pm that a
fishing boat "Machhranga”
capsized at the Fish Harbour in
the Karnaphuli channel.

Sarwar Zaman Nizam MP of
BNP said that 90 per cent
dwelling houses in his Anwara
constituency were flattened by
the cyclonic storm,

Army and navy personnel
have been deployed to conduct
the rescue operation alongwith
the civil administration. Some
army units were engaged in
clearing the Dhaka-Chittagong
Highway which was blocked by
fallen trees at some points.

"All preparation have been
taken to launch rescue and re-
lief operation,” said State Min-

=ee Page 12 Col 1
Keep everything
ready to face
eventualities:
PM’s directive

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina directed all concerned
to do everything possible to face
the eventualities of the cyclone
that hit southeastern part of the
country yesterday afternoon,
reports UNB.

The Prime Minister, who
postponed her Spain trip Sun-
day in the wake of a possible
cyclone, yesterday visited the
Relief and Disaster Manage-
ment Ministry, SPARRSO and

. the monitoring cell at the PM
gitice.
# "‘ﬁ:f:p all

equipiiient ready to
Baeuip in the affected

areas,” she told the officials.
Army and navy personnel
and volunteers are working

with the civil administration to |

combat the natural calamity.
The Prime Minister visited
the SPARRSO office at Agar-
gaon and observed the photo-
graphic view of the cyclone in
order to give directive for neces-

See Page 12 Col 3
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of defaulting
bank directors

By Inam Ahmed

Bangladesh Bank is updat-
ing the list of bank directors
who have taken loans from
their own banks or any other
bank, according to highly-
placed official sources.

The initiative has been
taken in view of the amend-
ment to the Bank Company Act,
1991, which stipulates that a
person can no longer be a bank
director if he is a defaulter with
his own bank or any other
bank. The amendment was
gazetted recently.

Meanwhile, the central bank
is seriously considering rein-
forcing rules to prevent the re-
scheduling of defaulted loans
more than twice. A meeting be-
tween the central bank author-
ities and the chief executives of
all banks held last week to dis-
cuss these measures, endorsed
the central bank’s initiatives,

According to the amended
act, a director will lose his of-
fice if he fails to repay loans or
interest on loans [rom any
bank or financial institution
within two months of being

| served with notice on their

overdue status.
He would also lose his office
if he failed to repay loans which

he had guaranteed, or failed to

execute any duty relating to
loans for which he ad
vouched.

A director can make a writ-
ten representation to the
Bangladesh Bank within 30
days of %ﬁtting notice and the
central: bank will reply to it
within the following 15 days.

The amended act states that
once a director's post falls va-
cant, the bank's dues will be re-
covered by selling off the de-
faulter's shares. It also says
that any director who has lost
his post cannot be re-instated
within a year of repaying the
loans.

Bangladesh Bank sources
said 115 private bank directors,
out of a total of 293, had taken
Tk 1063.60 crore loans till De-
cember 31,1996. Of the amount,
Tk 104.75 crore was defaulted
loans while Tk 499.37 cr had
been rescheduled.

The sources further said the
central was examining the loan
status of a number of bank di-
rectors. The directors who may
be removed include Beximco
Group's Sohel F Rahman and
Salman F Rahman, who are

See Page 12 Col 6
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SC Bar Assoc
meet ends In
pandemonium

Two groups of Supreme
Court lawyers clashed over a
requisition meeting convened
yesterday to condemn the
comment of Suranjit Sengupta
MP in Parllament on the
Ll.;dgement of a High Court

nch, reports UNB.

The meeting glunged into a
pandemonium when SC Bar As-
sociation President Barrister
Nazmul Huda barred Attorney
General Barrister K S Nabi who,
on a point of order, questioned
constitutional validity of such
a meeting.

Nabi said proceedings of the
Parliament cannot be ques-
tioned by any court of law.

The requisition meeting be-
i gan at the southern hall of the

ar following a prayer from 98
lawyers, led by BNP leader Ad-
vocate Khandaker Mahbub Ud-
din Ahmed.

Commotion started as the
attorney general was restrained
from raising his point by the

resident and secretary of the

ar at the outset of the meeting.

As the bar leaders barred the

| See Page 12 Col 8

Rival gangs trade
gunfire in
N’ganj: 1 killed
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, May 19:
| One person was killed during a
gunfight between two rival

Govt planning to
export rice

By Govinda Shil

Bangladesh may soon start
exporting rice, despite a contin-
uing domestic foodgrain short-
fall of around 15 lakh tonnes a
year.

Director General of Food Md
Sirajul Islam said although
Bangladesh had long been im-

orting rice, the government
might ask the Trading Corpo-
ration of Bangladesh (TCB]) to
discuss the posaibility of ex-
porting rice with private en-
trepreneurs. i

"If Bangladesh's food gaﬁ
remains at around 15 lak
tonnes, we will be quite able to
export rice,” he said.

According to a DF projec-
tion, the country could reduce
its food deficit to within 12

1 lakh tonnes by the 1997-98 fis-

cal year.
DF officials also said Kenya
had recently ordered for 50,000

tonnes of coarse rice from
Bangladesh.

Islam explained that the
shortfall of rice would probably
neither hamper export or de-

rive local consumers, since
armers now harvest thrice a
year.

"We harvest before we expe-
rience an acute shortage,” he
added,

In a recent meeting, Prime

Mintister SHefkh Hasina said -

Bafigladesh would be producing
2.5 crore tonnes of food grains
annually by the year 2002. She
also assured farmers that her
government wanted to establish
appropriate pricing for food-
grains.

Bangladesh now requires
about 2.1 crore tonnes of rice
each year to feed its population
of 130 million.

See Page 12 Col 4

gangs here today.

Mohammad Ali, 45, a rick-
shawpuller, was caught in a
cross fire during the gunfight.

Another person, Abdus Sat-
tar, succumbed to his injuries
| sustained during an operation
by police to arrest a eriminal.

The gunfight between the
members of Ashar Alo Kalyan
Shangha and Nabo Rabi Youth
Club started in the town at
around 4 pm and continued for
about two hours. local people
said.

At least 25 persons were also
injured during the clash.

Six of the bullet injured —
| Ripon 25, Tazul 15, Anwar 17,
| Yosuf 13. Uzzal 16 and Babu 17
. — have been admitted to the
| Narayanganj Sadar Hospital.

'i, Establishing deminance
j See Page |2 Col 7

City Jubo League

leader murdered
By DMC Correspondent

A ward-level leader of the
Jubo League was stabbed to
death by an unidentified gang at
Mirpur in the city yesterday af-
ternoon.

Majibor Rahman Rana, 24,
sustained fatal injuries in an

Donors begin review meeting

Donors began a four-day
meeting in Dhaka-yesterday to
discuss the policy issues of
Bangladesh's energy sector and
draw up a strategy of future
lending to the fund-starved
sector, reports UNB.

Energy Minister Mohammad
Noor Uddin Khan opened the
meeting at the city's Petro
Centre, hl%hlighung the
prospect of the energy sector
and its future requirement of
financial and technical sup-
ports.

He gave an overview of the
energy industry to the represen-
tatives of eight donor agencies
and countries who had given
loans to the sector but sus-

nded new lendings creating a

d constraint to the sector.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB). one of the largest
donors to the sector, has
sponsored the high-profile
meeting that will assess the per-
formance of the sector and its
future fund requirements.

Officials and experts of the

NEW DELHI, May 19: India's
Congress (I) Party. smarting
under tion scandal sand
its worst electoral defeat in
more than a century, is facing
yet another leadership crisis,
newspapers said today. reports
AFP.

They said pressure was
mounting on party president
Sitaram i to quit in favour
of Sonia Gandhi. the enigmatic
widow of former premier Rajiv
Gandhi. whose mother Indira
and grandfather Jawaharlal
Nehru steered the Congress for
much of the century.

The demand for the [talian-
born Sonia, who announced her
formal entry into politics this
month, received a boost Sunday
with a senior provincial leader

ing after blaming Kesri
for y mismanagement.
ri took over the reins of
the party in September after
former Erimc inister P V
Narasimha Rao was virtually
forced out in disgrace following
his implication in several cor-
ruption scandals Raoc has de-
nied all char?.
Santokh Singh Randhawa,

World Bank, the Overseas Eco-
nomic Cooperation Fund
(OECF) of Japan, the US Agency
for International Development
(USAID), Russia, Britain, Ger-
many and Norway are attend-
ing the meet.

The minister told the donors
that the meeting would benefit
Bangladesh's energy sector
which has been going through
comprehensive reforms to at-
tract capital to meet the future
power and energy needs.

He pointed out that power
tariffs had been raised, efforts
taken to reduce systetn losses
further, steps taken to generate
electricity in private sector and
rationalisation of the Power
Development Board was being
done.

Besides, formulation of the
security package, implementa-
tion of agreement and the

nwer—Furchase agreement

ave already been completed
and are likely to be approved
within a week, Khan said.

He said the country would
require 3150 megawatt power

Kesrt under pressure to
quit in favour of Sonia

iy
.

the party head for the northern
state of Punjab where. the
Congress had tg relinquish
power after being trounced in
state elections this year. asked
Sonia Gandhi te imtervene and
save the party.

] appeal for a new leader-
ship under Seonia Gandhi to
protect democratic norms in
the Congress.” he told the Pun-
jab-based Tribune Daily
See Page 12 Cal 5
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Govt rules out gas export

by 2000 and 4600 mw by 2005.
An investment of Tk 18,500
crore will be needed for generat-
ing power by 2002, but the gov-
ernment can not afford the
colossal amount, he told the
donors.

In this context, he said many
renowned international wer
companies had expressed their
keen interest to set u npower
plants in the country following
the adoption of private-sector

power policy.

Ruling out gas export, he said
there are huge demands of gas
for plants of liquefied

troleum gas (LPG) and lique-
ied natural gas (LNG), power

eneration and fertiliser pro-
ﬁuctiﬂn.

"The gas to be explored is
to be utilised fully,” he
said. Khan also informed the
donors that in future, the gov-
ernment would carry out pri-
vatisation programme in the
energy sector,

ut coal, he said there are

See Page 12 Col 6

Rush to cyclone
affected areas,
Khaleda asks
partymen

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia has directed
her party leaders and workers
in the coastal belt to rush to the
cyclone-hit areas in aid of the
distressed humanity, reports
UNB.

"We are extremely worried ...
['ve already given necessary in-
structions to the party leaders
in coastal districts and they
have in the meantime started
helping the distressed people.”
she said while addressing a
huge gathering of freshers who
joined BNP yesterday.

Begum Zia also asked the
partymen to extend allout sup-
port to the cyclone-hit people
and work round-the-clock so
that loss of lives and property
can be minimised.

In this context, the former
prime minister mentioned that
after the April 1991 disaster,
her government had con-
structed a large number of

See Page 12 Col 4

SAARC grid to be set up

India to buy power
from Pakistan

BANGALORE [India). May
19: Power-starved India plans
to buy a large amount of elec-
tricity from neighbouring Pak-
istan as part of increased coop-
eration between the longtime
arch-rivals, Reuter, AFF guot-
ing officials said.

Junior power minister S
Venugopalachari said India
could begin buying 3,000
megawatts of surplus power
from its neighbour as early as
next year.

"We are planning to buy
3,000 megawatts by 1998-99"
he told reporters in the south-
ern city of Bangalore late on
Sunday.

Last week Indian Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
and his Pakistani counterpart,
Nawaz Sharif, held talks on the
margins of a regional summit
in the Maldives.

Guijral later cited the pur-
chase of surplus energy [rom

Pakistan as one of the agree-
ments that could be reached in
talks. He, however, did not say
how much power could be
bought.

e foreign secretaries — the
nations' highest ranking career
diplomats — are expected to
hold talks in late June in Is-
lamabad.

.Venugopalachari said the
power ministry would work out
the tariff structure for buying
Pakistani electricity. generated
by three hydroelectric plants in
the Indus River basin to the
west of India.

"Right now, discussions are
on between the external affairs
ministries. Next month a team
of our officials will be visiting
Pakistan, after which further

discussion at ministerial levels |

will take place," Venugopala-
chari said.
Venugopalachari said rivers

See Page 12 Col 3

attack by a group of five terror-
ists near the office of the
Bangladesh Road Transport Au-
thority (BRTA) at about 12:30
| pm. Police said, Rana breathed
' his last on the way to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
| (DMCH).
! Hospital sources said, Rana,
sSon GF Abdul Hye of East
Shewrapara, was the publica-
tion secretary of ward no-14

unit of the Jubo League.
The motive behind the
killing could not be known

immediately, However, some
local people and police said the
killing was a sequel to a previ-
ous enmity.

None was arrested. The body
was sent for autopsy.

Truck-car collision
kills 4 in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, May 19: Four
people, three of them women,
were killed when a truck col-
lided with a private car at Baro-
takia in Mirersarai thana this
morning, reports UNB.
| Police said Dr Shamsuzza-
| man, 60, Poly. 26, a teacher of
| Khawja Garib-e-Newaz School.
Beauty, 22, and her sister Bithi,
17. died on the spot when the
truck rammed the car in which
| they were travelling at about
| 6:30 am,

5 Dr Zaman was driving the

India's first film
actress dead

NEW DELHI. May 19: Ka-
malabai Gokhale, the first
woman to star in an Indian
film has died, the Indian Ex-
press newspaper reported today,
says AFP.

It said Gokhale, who made
her screen debut in 1913 in the
film "Bhasmasur Mohini,"
based on Hindu legend, died on
Saturday in the western city of
Pune. She was 97.

Gokhale, who was then 13,
was the first Indian woman to
act in a movie. Prior to her de-
but, female roles were played by
ITIerl.

Sambhu Mitra
dead

CALCUTTA. Ma 19: The
legendary theatrical personal-
ity Sambhu Mitra, who domi-
nated the Bengali stage for over
five decades, died at his city res-
idence early this morning. He

was 81, reports PT1.
Sambhu Mitra is survived by

his daughter Saoli Mitra, an

eminent dramatist. Family
sources said he died from heart
attack

Sambhu Mitra, who won the
See Page 12 Col 8

A Tajia procession on the occasion of Ashura in the city on Sunday.
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| car that was heading towards
' Dhaka.

Pirates attack
launch: Snatch
4 rifles from
on-duty Ansars

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 19: A gang ol
pirates swooped down a aunch
in the Meghna river near
Ajubazar under Hizla thana ci
Barisal last night,

MV Ishrat sailed from
Dhaka for Paisarhat with more
than 400 passengers on board.

A gang of 1510 16 pirates re-

ortedly boarded the launch
rom Dhaka and attacked the
assengers soon after the
aunch had left the Chandpur
ghat at about 12 pm, according
to witnesses. Five Ansars who
were on-duty on board the
launch were reportedly sleeping
in their room.

The dacoits took awa
rifles and 401 rounds of
from their possession.

During the piracy they beat
the passengers mercilessly. At
least 70 passengers were in-
jured, ten of them serfously.

The dacoits looted money
and the personal belongings of

See Page 12 Col 5
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